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Facing Allegations in Contexts of Trust

FACTnews is published twice a year, is freely available to online readers. Paper copies are available to order
for which we suggest a donation towards printing & postage of around £12.00 per annum. Copies are available
free-of-charge to those who are unable to give a donation. Please contact the Coordinator to order a copy.

We welcome enquiries from any member of the public interested in and supportive of FACT's work, including
academics, lawyers, politicians, journalists, students and any involved in the care of children and vulnerable
adults, in either a professional or voluntary capacity.

We invite articles, letters, poetry, cartoons, photos, obituaries, etc. for publication. Items must be copyright-free
or have the owner's written permission to publish. Submissions are included at the sole discretion of the Editor.
Copyright remains the property of the author(s). Contact details must be provided but names may be changed
upon request. Articles published in FACTnews do not necessarily reflect the views or policy of the Editor or of
FACT as an organisation. Detailed ‘Guidelines for Contributors’ available from the Editor.

Facing Allegations in Contexts of Trust is a nonprofit company (No. 12088460) which is also known as FACT. It
is a volunteer-led company. It gains income solely from membership subscriptions, sponsorship, donations and
magazine/website advertising. Its current directors are, Jeremy Dunning-Davies, Anne MacMahon, Pat MacDuff,
David Bernasconi, and Felicity Stryjak. If you/lyour company would like to include an advertisement or
sponsor an edition of FACTnews please contact the Coordinator.

FACT Coordinator & General enquiries: 0333 335 5934

Please check call charges with your provider. Monday - Thursday 10 am - 4 pm.
Outside those hours, leave a brief message and the Coordinator will phone you back during working hours.

For Confidential FACT Legal Help Line for England & Wales, see back cover

Whilst we are unable to give legal advice we do give support to those we believe are victims of unfounded
allegations of abuse, charges and/or convictions, or those found innocent but suffering problems resulting from
any associated public hysteria & rumour. We also give support to family members and friends.

Postal Address - FACT, Piccadilly Business Centre, Unit C Aldow Enterprise Park, Manchester, M12 6AE
Website: www.factuk.org X, Formerly Twitter: @factukorg

President: K Harvey Proctor (former MP)

Coordinator: Brian Hudson: email: support@factuk.org
Treasurer: Anne MacMahon: email: treasurer@factuk.org
Prisoner Support: Adam Cornfoot: email pcs@factuk.org

Media (X - Twitter): Adam Cornfoot: @factuk.org
Website Editor: David Gough: email: webadmin@factuk.org
FACTnews Editor: Michael Curran: email: magazine@factuk.org
Membership: factmembership@gmail.com
Advisory Group: https://factuk.org/about-us/who-are-we/advisory-group/

FACT is a member of both the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) and Clinks.

Disclaimer: We seek to support and give advice based upon our experience and previous situations and it should be understood that the views, opinions and any advice in this
magazine belongs to the various authors and should not be construed as company policy. We cannot be held liable for the contents, nor may the contents be used or shared with
a third party. We are not liable for any action resulting from using our opinions and advice, and caution should be exercised at all times. We shall not be liable or held negligent
for advice and support given and whilst we will do our best to ensure accuracy and correctness we cannot guarantee the comments are free from errors or misjudgement.

© FACT. All images with copyright holders permission. Back cover image, plus some others, © Shutterstock.
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Coordinator’s Report

Brian Hudson
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Thank you for your attendance today and for battling through the weather

conditions, which seem to have affected many, and either delayed several people

from attending, or prevented them from coming altogether.

My role at FACT, as you
know, has several facets to it,
and my report to you for the
last year will cover some of
these.

Membership

Looking at our database I
noted that we had 280
members currently enrolled,
of which 28 are in prison.
Keeping in contact with them
all is time-consuming, and I
am grateful to those who have
taken it upon themselves to
write to specific members
who have requested this

contact. Time is always my
enemy and is often absorbed
by the helpline, assisting
others to put their cases
together for an appeal, or
fighting a pending charge by
submitting more facts using
the pre-charge engagement
procedure.

Helpline Examples

I cannot go into detail, but let
me tell you that it is truly
heartbreaking and very dif-
ficult to listen to some of the
stories which are coming
through. To me, it is clear that

many are completely innocent
and have become a victim of a
malicious slur for reasons of
profit, revenge or simply
malicious intent. It seems at
times that these reasons are
the motivators for some to
profit from the downfall of
another. Many speak of their
anguish and say that they are
on the verge of suicide. These
people are not necessarily
pensioners in their twilight
years; many are fathers of
young children. They have
family, parents, and siblings,
from whom they become

Page 3
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Coordinator's Report: Brian Hudson ....continued

isolated in some instances
through bail conditions. It is as
though this persecution goes
ahead in ways which has a
complete disregard for a
person’s well-being. I am also
receiving calls from people
involved in an investigation and

facing deportation.

Communications
Communication is essential; it’s
the not knowing which affects
peoples mental health. They
end up on tablets to sleep,
and/or tablets for depression.
Pre-scriptions do not make it go
away. It is hard to listen to. For
my part, I do my best with not
just a sympathetic ear, but also
an empathic one because of my
own experience in the early
nineties. My task is to advise,
support and try to get them on
the front foot to fight their case.
They are often in a deep well
and cannot see beyond the here
and now. Initially I try to free
them from isolation and give
them hope. Then I maintain an
open door through emails and
more calls.

Safeguarding

Safeguarding is another main
reason for people getting in
contact. It can be a double-
edged sword. While on the one
hand, we would welcome any
procedure to safeguard the
young and vulnerable to keep
them safe, safeguarding also
brings with it suspicion and
hearsay reporting of incidents
and situations which are false.

I have also seen it used to gain
favour and to relieve someone
of their job and role. In genuine
calls where a mistake has been
made, those who may have
been suspended are out in the

cold with no support or
information. There is no
consideration for the recipient
of a safeguarding restriction,
and they are left to imagine the
worst, sliding go into depres-
sion or worse.

Legal Representation

The other thing which comes
across is the action of solicitors,
especially when legal aid is
involved. While on the one
hand, there are those who will
do their best despite the low
remuneration of legal aid,
however, others fail to go the
extra mile and lack compassion
and involvement with their
client. Lack of communication
hits hard. People need to know
where they stand, and to be
fobbed off by the solicitor’s
office only adds to their already
traumatised state.

A Sexual related
offence is not like
any other offence.

It rots away a
person’s sense of self,

removes their self-

confidence, and
sends them into a
state of panic and

isolation.

To be accused of a sexual
related offence is not like any
other offence. It rots away a
person’s sense of self, removes
their self-confidence and sends
them into a state of panic and
isolation. Their minds take on a
new and confused state, which
affects their thinking. It rewires
the brain in a way that causes

their own imagination to do far
more damage than the reality of
the situation, which in some
cases could be resolved by
thorough and objective
investigation. It could certainly
be eased by open support and
care by those not just in the
legal profession but in their
employment.

Trials and representation

It seems in some cases,
individuals are left high and
dry. They think that the justice
system will come to their aid
and demonstrate their in-
nocence. Not so! In some cases,
witnesses are not called.
Individuals have reported they
felt bullied by their barristers,
who have appeared reluctant to
cross-examine their
strongly, or they do not call a
string of witnesses who could
testify positively on their behalf.

accuser

The fact that a person is placed
in a perspex box in a courtroom
and possibly shadowed by a
security guard gives the
impression immediately to any
jury that the person is guilty.
They start off from a position
of guilt. Add to that the skills of
the prosecutor’s oral con-
demnation of the defendant,
plus the lack of balance in
evidence, and it becomes a
foregone conclusion that a
guilty verdict will be forth-
coming. I have lost count of the
court cases where the above
observations were reported to
me by the family or other
independent witnesses. Some of
those who have experienced
this contact FACT from prison,
or their families, contact us
looking for answers and ways
forward. It is time the whole
justice system was looked at, so

FACTnews - Vol 15.2 - Autumn 2025
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Coordinator's Report: Brian Hudson ....continued

that trials become more fair and
balanced.

Also, it would help if the
defendant if jury explains their
thinking for their decision. This
accountability would help not
only there-and-then, but also in
any appeal that is made. I am
sure the CCRC would look at
this and see that there may well
have been flawed thinking or an
overlooking of facts and
testimonies in court, which
could have led to a wrong
decision being reached and
impacted the final verdict.

twelve? That each is able to
understand the complexities of
a trial and that they are free of
prejudice? Can jurors perform
mental gymnastics and dispel
the inbuilt prejudices and
repulsion of the type of crime
for which the defendant is
accused?

All the above issues keep me
forever busy. 1 can get
passionate about cases only to
find there is little I can do to
change the way things are. We
are short of face-to-face helpers
and limited by our resources.

Juries can easily draw wrong conclusions
when there is no tangible evidence, and hearsay plays a role.

In cases of no or very little
evidence and just a person’s
word against another, how can
a jury be competent in acting as
a lie detector? Juries only get a
glimpse of a person; they do not
see the person as a whole, and
can  easily draw  wrong
conclusions when there is no
tangible evidence, and hearsay
plays a role. What about the
intellect of the jury? Can trial
judges be sure that there is
sufficient knowledge and life
experience contained in the

At times, I have to turn off the
helpline due to the intensity of
calls and the powerful effect it
can have upon my own well-
being.

There is no doubt that FACT
will be needed as much, if not
more, in the future. To this
end, we need to look to
others younger than the
current front-line people to

take on the mantle and move
FACT forward.

‘Do not let
a false allegation
define who you
are.’

Conclusion

I want to pass on some advice
sent to me by another member
of our community whose career
was blighted by a false
allegation, but who thankfully
recovered from that setback.
Their take on this was ‘do not
let a false allegation define who
you are’. I would add to this
and say, it is important for
individuals and their families to
focus on the positives they have,
to seek  further positive
experiences, and to use
anything and everything to
commence a healing process
which may help to restore their
self-esteem. A scar will be left,
but it need not dictate the rest
of your life. m

Poems
by BJA

In this edition, there are four
poems by BJA. We aim to
publish further poems in the
forthcoming issue of FACTnews.

Since this magazine has a wide
readership, we had to change
the strong language used
occasionally in BJA's poems, and
we apologise to him for doing
so. We believe that our changes
have not distracted from the
justified hurt, anger and distress
expressed by BJA.

The Editor

Page 5
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Treasurer’s Report AGM 2025

Supporting Victims of Unfounded Allegations of Abuse
Accounts 2024-2025
Company number 12088460

The accounts have been audited by David Hawker,
B. Coms (Hons), who kindly gave his time to do
this.

There were no major donations the year 2024-25
and we ended with a deficit of £6,268. (Last year,
2023-24, we were fortunate to have several
generous donations.) Clearly if this were to
continue, FACT would cease to be able to operate,
assuming of course that people continue to give
their time to FACT. Our major costs are Brian’s
salary, conferences and FACT magazine, but there
are numerous other costs (telephone, office, cloud
storage, membership database etc). Conferences
cost approximately £25 a head.

However, I would like to extend thanks to people
who make regular donations on top of their
membership.

For example, one very generous individual
makes a weekly donation of £25.

A member paid for a new printer for Brian,
over £350.

Six people have made one off payments of
£100 - £200 .

One person donates £20 a month and ten
people pay £10 a month instead of £4.

If another 90 members could increase their
monthly payments to £10 this would allow FACT

to break even on current costs (or a further
105 members pay an annual payment of £100).
The committee is aware that many people have
been put into financial difficulty, because of the
allegations made against them, so could not
afford to do this. If you are fortunate enough
to be able to do so, please consider donating
even a little more.

Currently we are encouraging members to sign
up to Easy Fundraising. This costs FACT
members nothing. Some holiday sites, phone
and insurance providers will donate significant
amounts. Booking a family holiday, for
example, could raise a donation of £100
depending on the company. Currently we have
just over £200 in the pipeline of which we have
received £22 so far. Donations to date range
from 3 pence up to £110.97. All donations are
very welcome though.

Finally, we could do with fundraising ideas. Is
there anyone with experience in this area?

We only pay Brian, our Coordinator, for two
days’ work a week. It would be good if we
could secure more funding to pay him for the
work he actually does and even better if we
could pay an additional person to provide
more support.

Anne MacMahon
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One simple way you can make a BIG difference is for you
to join easyfundraising where retailers, such as Amazon,

rt
donate money to us when you make a purchase from Sul[:pn }:’5
them. Find out more by Googling easyfundraising and throug
search their website using our new name. Otherwise click easyfundraising

here: FACT - easyfundraising or scan the QR code. @
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FACTnews report to the AGM
by the editor

The aim of FACTnews, like our website, is to
produce a quality professional publication
that reflects the prevalence of false
accusations that devastate many people and
their families.

We usually print 100 copies of FACTnews for
individuals who do not have access to the
digital copy, such as those in prison. The hard
copies also enable the magazine to be made
available at events like this Conference or to
be sent to non-members, including members
of parliament.

Most people read the digital copy, which they
either receive via email or download from our
website, where all the back copies can be
found.

FACTnews was initially called FACTion; the
‘I.O.N.’ referring to information, opinion, and
news. Considering our previous attempt to
obtain charity status, which was unsuccessful,
we decided that the word ‘faction' sounded

aggressive, so we changed the name to
FACTnews. We still maintain the strap-line'
Information, Opinion and News from FACT'
under the main title.

FACT relies heavily on committed volunteers
and as a volunteer who is still working full-
time, I find it challenging to find the time to
produce the magazine. Obtaining articles for
the magazine is not always easy, and [ am
grateful to those send me in the articles and
photographs. Due to the pressures on me and
my own energy levels, this Autumn’s edition
will probably be late

Therefore, if anyone here wishes to help with
either proofreading or the actual production

of the magazine, I would be very grateful for
their assistance.

Many of the previous magazines are on our
website.

Michael Curran
Editor of FACTnews
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CCRC Presentation
by John Curtis

Unfortunately, due to family circumstances, John Curtis was not able to be physically present at the
Conference, but he was able to deliver his PowerPoint presentation via a video link. He began by giving
an overview of the work of the CCRC and we have selected three of his slides from his presentation

before we print in full the twelve questions that our members asked him in advance of the Conference.

Lrmra Laves besme Dammimigs

* Independent, non-departmental public body, created by
Criminal Appeal Act 1995, operational from 31 March 1997
following the Runciman Commission and Birmingham Six.

* Replaced Home Secretary’s decision and ‘C3’ function.

* Responsible for investigating alleged miscarriages of criminal
justice in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Jurisdiction includes indictable and summary cases as well as
Court Martial and Service Civilian Court.
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* Requirement for 11+ Commissioners = expectation for a mix of
legally qualified and non-legally qualified.

* Based in Birmingham = c120 staff including Commissioners
* Budget of c£8.5 million a year via Ministry of Justice.

pply, no time limit and can apply more than once

A gy, S~

. CCRC
I + 33,000+ Applications in 28 years o e e
| * 882 References

* 588 Quashed

fecrs

Abandaoned
& | + 21 ‘Wailing
R * ¢70% of references result in successful appeals
Fl g ures * cB0 references involved young people (age 21 or under)
* ¢70 cases involved convictions of women
* Most reviews are completed in under 12 months
* We refer 1 case every B working days

* Case Library - Criminal Cases Review Commission
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The Decision Making Process

CCRC: Conference Presentation given by John Curtis ....continued
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Decison-Making Process

Section 15: Special investigations to assist the Court of Appeal in jury inquiries

Section 19: Appoint an Investigating Officer

Prior to the Conference, FACT members submitted twelve questions for John Curtis to answer
and the following are those questions and the CCRC answers

Question 1

The background of many people making accusations
often involves family breakdown, mental health and
additional social issues such as drug or alcohol abuse
and sometimes criminality. The extent to which these
issues are made clear to the jury is often very limited.
Does the CCRC still check the complainant’s history
in terms of social service, Mental health involvement
or previous accusations?

CCRC: Yes, in all cases where it is appropriate to
do so. Please see published policies at
www.ccrc.gov.uk. Including witness
credibility checks.

Question 2.

In the past, the CCRC had a formal Memorandum for
Child Sexual Abuse Cases, which stated amongst
other things, “The commission's powers give it access
to material which the applicant and his representatives
would not normally be able to obtain”. This document
referred to the need in most cases to review Social
Services files, Criminal Injury Compensation
Authority files, Medical and Educational Records, and
the appointment of an Investigation Advisor where
there might be retractions or previous false
accusations (hence the need to check police records).

Has this Memorandum and the principles therein been
abandoned, and under the new regime, should the
principles within it be re-established?

CCRC: We changed the name. The
Memorandum is now published Policy.
Similar considerations apply.

Page 9 FACTnews - Vol 15.2
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Question. 3 and 4.

How often do applicants in these kinds of cases get a
visit from the CCRC?

If the answer to the above is that visits are very rarely
undertaken, what are the chances of restoring the
practice of visiting applicants?

CCRC: We will meet whenever there is the need
to do so. Requests are also considered.
More meetings are now possible with
Zoom and Teams. We are doing this
much more often and recognise the value
and importance of such discussions.

Question 5.

If investigations were shown to throw doubt on the
safety of the conviction, might the CCRC refer the
case even though that referral might be based on
information which had not been admitted at trial
(perhaps for legal reasons such as a Section 41
restriction, or a refusal to meet non-defendants’ bad
character, for example)?

CCRC: Yes, we will. The UKSC emphasises that
doubt must be on a reasonable basis -
rather than theoretical or fanciful.

Question 6.

Where a conviction relies only on the word of the
complainant(s), (especially if these complainants date
back many years, making a defence beyond denial
impossible), would the CCRC ever consider a referral
based on inadequate evidence, abuse of process for
delay, or failure of the court to grant a no court case to
answer submission?

CCRC: Yes, this will be considered but may
need something more. The scenario could
well prompt investigations.

Question 7.

In this September 2025 issue of “Inside Time”. Dame
Vera Baird wrote: “We must believe the applicant,
look at the whole case, and see it through until we
know it is invalid”.

This is a very bold statement, which does not reflect
the approach that has been taken for many years

CCRC: Conference Presentation given by John Curtis ....continued

(probably never). Do you agree with this statement,
and do you think it is feasible to enact it?

CCRC: 1t is not actually new thinking. Every
applicant has a right to be taken
seriously. Our starting point must be with
an open mind. At the outset, we must be
prepared to accept that the case may be a
miscarriage of justice. As an independent
body, we must then critically examine the
defence and prosecution case. Our
conclusions must be clear and robust.

Question 8

Would the CCRC be more open to considering the
psychological reasons why people might make false
accusations when there is evidence to support this?
Would referrals on this basis be ruled out, because the
Court of Appeal has not been very receptive to these
explanations?

Evidence of false allegations is far more powerful
than speculation. The Court of Appeal is interested in
evidence of false allegations - less so in police or
social workers' views on credibility.

CCRC: See R-V-Butler (Carl):
r-v-butler-carl-1.pdf

CCRC'’s answer continues for q. 8
R v Butler at 51 per Leveson P

The second observation is to underline that
the CCRC was absolutely right to
investigate. The history of AB and to
analyse her background, even having
regard to the fact that the appellant had
known sufficient facts to put his own
solicitors on notice that there was room to
investigate her background with the police
and social services (because of what she
had told him). It is, of course, critical to
the focus of its work to redress potential
miscarriages of justice. On the other hand,
it is also important to examine police and
social services records from 25 years ago
with an eye on the very different approach
to victims of sexual abuse and the likely
impact on their lives. Whatever comments
the professionals of the time made, the fact

FACTnews - Vol 15.2 - Autumn 2025
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that the vulnerability that results from both
the clear evidence of sexual abuse and the
approach of the police and others does not
undermine their ability to tell the truth; that
is no different from saying that previous
convictions do not establish guilt.

Question 9

Would the CCRC make representations (or referrals)
about the length of sentences that are imposed, often
on the basis of very thin evidence, especially when
imposed on elderly defendants? Many of these
sentences are effectively death sentences, and little or
no account is taken by sentencing judges of age,
health, or other potentially mitigating or humanising
factors.

CCRC: Yes, this could be considered if there is
new and significant information - or
information that was overlooked by the
sentencing judge. There is also the
prospect of release on compassionate
grounds.

Question 10

During the era where care home cases were being
prosecuted at enormous rates, the issue of police
trawling was recognised as a factor that could
encourage potentially false accusations. Is there a
parallel with contemporary police media requests for
more people to come forward and make complaints?
Would the CCRC be concerned that this could
encourage false accusations?

CCRC: 1t has to be right that victims of abuse
come forward. There will be genuine
complaints. There will also be false
allegations. A balanced approach is
needed.

Question 11

In the light of the historical nature of many of these
cases, and the somewhat conflicting case law, would
the CCRC in future be more inclined to accept
arguments about missing documents?

The current approach is that the missing material
would have to be potentially determinative i.e. proving
an important point in the defendant's favour, but this is

CCRC: Conference Presentation given by John Curtis ....continued

open to interpretation and often hard to predict. Might
the benefit of the doubt be afforded to the defendant to
a greater degree than in the past?

CCRC: If the test is met, we’ll refer. The reasons
for the destruction and the materials'
relevance are key considerations.

See also:

PR v R [2019] EWCA Crim 1225 912 July 2019)

RD, R v [2013]1 EWCA Crim 1592 (10 September
2013)

R -v- Warren & others (Shrewsbury 24) — Courts
and Tribunals Judiciary

Question 12.

In some historical cases, accusations have been made
in the past, and the case has not been prosecuted
because it did not reach the evidential standard. In
some cases, many years later (20 years is not
unknown) and the accusation is repeated based on
exactly the same evidence (albeit sometimes the
accusations are extended/elaborated. Does the CCRC
have concerns about this decline in the standards of
evidence required?

CCRC: It is important that matters are looked
into. In addition to querying the
prosecution, there may be questions about
whether the original decision was in fact
the right one. The standard of proof at trial
will be the same - the jury would need to
be sure. We’d be interested in examples
and/or applications on this basis. B

John Curtis is a Barrister and In-House
Counsel with the Criminal Cases Review
Commission (CCRC). He was called to the
Bar at Middle Temple in 1996. As In-
House Counsel, John’s work includes
defending the CCRC in judicial reviews,
advising on criminal law and outreach. He
has been with the CCRC since 2005 and
investigated cases, including those
featuring allegations of historic abuse, as
a Case Review Manager.
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DBS

How can DBS affect your job prospects
even though you may never have been arrested,
cautioned, charged, or convicted-

On 2 August 2002, lan Huntley, a
school caretaker, murdered two
Schoolgirls, Holly Wells and
Jessica Chapman. Huntley had
been questioned previously by a
few Police Forces about
suspicious behaviour, but was
never charged because the Police
could not then prove any crime
to the criminal standard, that is
beyond reasonable doubt

Namp,,

At that time, the Criminal Record
Bureau (CRB), now Disclosure and
Barring Service (DBS), could only
disclose Cautions and Convictions
—leaving a clear gap in the
safeguarding of those working
with children or vulnerable adults
by those who were potential
risks.

The Introduction of the
Enhance Criminal
Records Certificate

Following an urgent report, the
government instigated a new
Enhanced Criminal Records
Certificate on any application for

Conference talk by
David Wacks

a paid or voluntary job with
children or vulnerable adults, but
not for any other jobs, to assess
whether the applicant is, on
balance, responsible and a risk to
those the applicant was
proposing to work for. Had this
been in force before Huntley got
his job, he may not have had the
opportunity to murder those two
girls.

However, there are two other risk
factors which allow the police to
disclose them. Firstly, that the
applicant had a mental health
problem, which makes them a
potential risk, and secondly, that
the applicant has a relative or
partner who has a conviction,
and because of their personal
connection to the applicant, the
applicant becomes a risk meriting
enhanced disclosure, and will
comment upon both of those
later, after concentrating on the
most common concern of their
potential for criminally unproven
suspects

How | came into
this work

A few years later, one of my old
clients, with nothing more
criminal than a parking ticket,
asked for my help to remove an
unproven allegation on his
Enhanced DBS Certificate, of him
indecently assaulting his former
partner’s daughter 10 years
previously.

Stephen was a car mechanic who,
after an injury that prevented

him from working, was training to
become a teacher so he could
pass on his experience. He had
been in a stable relationship for
over 5 years, supporting his
partner and her daughter after
her divorce from her abusive
husband. Stephen later split up,
and about 5 years after that, his
ex’s daughter complained to GMP
that he had indecently assaulted
her years before. There was no
complaint at the time or when he
separated from her mum, and
the Police NFAd it.

She asked them to investigate
again (with no new evidence),
which they did, and NFA’d him
again.

Then, when seeking a teaching
placement, GMP disclosed this
and refused to remove it. At that
time, you could call the police,
and | called the officer to ask why
they should believe the
complainant when my client’s

FACTnews - Vol 15.2 - Autumn 2025
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DBS ... by David Wacks ....continued

only record was a parking ticket,
but the complainant, by then in
her twenties, had two convictions
for fraud. | was told that abused
people often go on to commit
crimes, but whilst agreeing that
some may do so, | asked how they
can conclude that just because
she committed crimes, that she
was abused, and if so, could it not
result from her father’s generally
abusive and violent manner?
Rather than getting an answer, |
was told to take them to Court if |
didn’t like it.

As my client couldn’t work and
had no savings, we got Legal Aid
and took his complaint to a High
Court Judicial Review, which we
won, and then when GMP
appealed with the MO joining in,
we won in the Court of Appeal.
Stephen got a clear DBS and was
so good at teaching that he was
asked to help train young
teachers.

Two years after that successful
court case, the government
established the Home Office
Independent Monitors Office, to
which any applicant can apply to
alter or delete the disclosure
made by the Police by an appeal
to the Monitor as an Ombudsman
and without the massive cost of
applying to a High Court Judge for
a Judicial Review. If you disagree
with the Monitor, you can still
apply for a JR.

Guidelines for
Enhanced Disclosure

Then, in L v MPS 2009 SC3, the
Supreme Court clarified the
guidelines for Enhanced
Disclosure, namely:

® s the allegation
relevant to the job?
If not, it should not be
disclosed. | have applied this
to a clearly gay client who had
no motive to molest an old

lady in his care at a care
home. In another case, an
admitted molester of old
people couldn’t get a job as a
carer and applied for a job
where no DBS certificate was
required, but where being a
window cleaner was not, in
hindsight, a job he should
have had; he should be out of
prison any year now. No
system is perfect, but we
must deal with the system as
it is, whilst pushing for
improvements to be made.

If relevant, the other

guidelines are applied

e.g. how serious was the
allegation?

How long ago was the

alleged behaviour?

The longer the period without
further police concerns,
the less the potential risk
becomes.

The effect upon the
applicant.

If the other guidelines are
against the applicant, this has
minimal influence

The applicant should be
given an opportunity to
dispute the disclosure before
it is made

The most important
guideline is the credibility of
the complainant’s evidence
i.e. to show that it is true on
balance. | start on the basis
that both complainant and
suspect are deemed of equal
credibility -50% so it is
necessary to get every piece
of evidence to boost the
credibility of the suspect and
to discredit the complainant
(not the victim, as there is no
victim unless the suspect is
convicted, so reference to a

victim defames the suspect
by prejudging their guilt.) |
have found that the Police
will always ask why should
the complainant go through
the anguish of a complaint if
it were not true, so we need
to find some genuine reason

e.g.

® Money

Example:. The client who
worked for years as an
ambulance driver and
manager, when he was
arrested for allegedly raping a
schoolboy friend of his children
many years previously. The
complainant had never
complained at the time and
was welcomed to his home
because his children told him
the boy had some serious
problems at home.

Our client was never charged,
but the Police disclosed this
allegation on his DBS. We were
able to clear his name after
showing that he had made the
allegation from Broadmoor,
where he had been sent for
axing a woman, but found
mentally ill. His records showed
he had told his psychiatrist that
he had instructed a solicitor to
claim.

It is also worth checking
whether the Criminal Injuries
Compensation Authority (CICA)
has ever received a claim for
Government compensation for
being a victim of violent crime
—a precondition for making
such a claim.

After his clearance, he actually
got a job with the Police
assessing whether people
arrested with unusual
behaviour were just criminal
suspects or had drink/drug and
Jor mental health issues. He
had needed special security

Page 13
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DBS ... by David Wacks ....continued

vetting in which he disclosed
this allegation and was cleared
for that job, but you wonder
why the Police originally
believed the allegation!

® Revenge
Example: Richard, who split up
from his girlfriend, the mother
of their daughter. She blamed
him for getting her pregnant
and ruining her life, and
refused him contact, saying he
was a violent drug user. He
took the case to the Family
Court when she did not even

turn up, and then, when forced

to allow contact, she went to
the police to complain that he
had punched her in the face
and threatened to kill her. She
had no mark on her face, and
the police should have

dropped it, but they gave him a

Caution for pushing her away

from him when she threatened
him. He did not have a solicitor

and signed the Caution,
thinking it a slap on the wrist.
Thankfully, we were able to
clear that, and no further
allegation appeared even on
Enhanced DBS certificates. He
paid child support even when

he was refused contact and has

been rewarded with having a
good relationship with her
now.

® Mental Health issues.
The Broadmoor case above
relates both to money and
mental health issues.

® Drink or drug problems

Example: Abdul, a student with

problems at home and school,
who is already a cannabis user.
The Head asked our client, the
music teacher, to invite him to
join her music group (playing
tambourine/triangle) just to
join in and make friends with
other students. About 10 years
later, he reported her to the

Police for grooming him and
having sex with him at school,
in her car and in her shared
rented accommodation. She
was not charged, but had this
hanging over her for nearly a
year, and the allegation
appeared on her DBS. It
seemed he had had a crush on
her. We got numerous witness
statements to show he had
lied, but the main argument
was that he had made the
complaint years later from a
drug rehabilitation clinic, which
the Police should have been
immediately suspicious of!!

Another example: In another
case, a male nurse in MH
wards at a hospital was alleged
by two women patients to
have started consensual affairs
with them. Although he
admitted he had friendships
which perhaps exceeded
professional guidelines, he
denied having sex with them.
They were inpatients for
serious stress/depression
rather than more serious
mental health issues, and were
otherwise credible but
vulnerable, and although there
were enough doubts to
prevent him from being
charged, there were similarities
in their evidence. We advised
him that this would be a
difficult case to clear the
allegations from his DBS, so he
could return to work. Our
concerns were justified as he
was refused by all appeals.

Covering up their

own cheating

Example: A Cambridge
psychologist who took a friend
from the University clubbing
one weekend and bumped into
a woman on a girls’ night out,
who decided to stay with them
after her girlfriends went
home. In the morning, she

went home and told her
partner that she had been
drugged unconscious and
raped by them both. Neither
client could remember clearly
because all three had drunk
excessively and taken illegal
drugs. The complainant had
minimal marks to indicate any
force was used, and the client
advised he was so drunk he

could not have physically raped

her. We asked the Monitor to
get the full police file, and in it
was a timed photo taken by

the client on the complainant’s

phone showing her dancing in
just her knickers at the time
she had said she was
unconscious! His DBS was
cleared, but he had already
been sacked because, under

NHS rules, he must report even

an NFA questioning.

Acquittal does not
mean innocent.

The Judge may say after a 'not
guilty' verdict that you walk out

of here without a blemish on your

character, but that is not true.

Not Guilty means the CPS
couldn’t prove the case beyond a
reasonable doubt, but that may
be, say, not more than 90% or
thereabouts, so we need to get
the trial file, and maybe the
Judges summing up to show
police haven’t evidence at 51%+,
as well as records from police/
solicitors/Lado/employers, etc.

Please note that being acquitted,
even on appeal, does not mean
you are innocent.

Example:

One taxi driver told me that the
grounds for refusing his
application to remove two
acquitted sex related allegations
stopping him from getting a taxi

FACTnews - Vol 15.2 - Autumn 2025
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DBS ... by David Wacks ....continued

driver's licence, was that they did
not consider him innocent

We reviewed his solicitor's trial
files and advised that we may be
able to remove one of the
allegations, because the
complainant was comatose with
drink in his cab, and a very poor
witness. | thought the Police
added this allegation to make the
other allegation more credible. In
fact, there was no need for that
as the three other middle-aged
women complainants, whilst
merry with drink, were all clear
that after paying their fares and
giving a modest tip, he then said
the tip was too stingy, and waved
his penis at them!

| advised him that there was no
way we could get his licence back
and refused even an offer of a
cash payment to put in his
appeal, advising instead that he
use the money to get training to
obtain an HGV licence. He
stormed out, saying he would get
another solicitor. | did refer him
to another local firm, which | was
confident would take his money
and that his appeal would go
down in flames.

| was confident that he was guilty
and unhappy at the mere low
possibility of clearing his name!

Another example:

In another case, a client was
convicted and found not guilty of
exposing himself to two trainee
teachers in a nearby school whilst
sitting at a bus stop situated with
a High School behind him and a
primary school on the opposite
side of the road.

Please think about whether you
are already jumping to
conclusions!

The high school was about 30
yards behind the bus stop, about
20 feet lower, and the bus stop

was reached via a path upwards
past a grass verge with bushes
that blotted out the view. The bus
stop was plastered with posters. |
attended on-site and took photos
of the bus stop from the path
upwards.

Memories,
even when given
honestly,
can be mistaken.

| was able to show that my client
could not be seen. The teachers
gave statements to the police
that they had seen him just as he
was going up the path to the
main road, which was impossible,
and his DBS was cleared!

Memories, even when given
honestly, can be mistaken.

Letter of intended
DBS disclosure

If the Police send you a letter of
intended DBS disclosure, you only
have 14 days to object, and you
can’t get all above in that time.
Therefore | advise clients to get
this asap and before they even
apply for an enhanced DBS

First Appeal

If the police still want to disclose,
they don’t tell the applicant why
but send them the certificate and
inform the employer that it has
been issued. If you tell them
there is some rubbish on DBS and
you are appealing it, will the
employer keep the job open for a
few months? If you tell them in
full, equally, you are likely to lose
the job offer, so it's always best to

obtain and review all evidence as
soon as possible to be able to
object strongly to the police letter

Second Appeal

The next appeal is via DBS back to
the Police, and hopefully to
persuade them now, but if they
persist, the one change is that
they have to explain why they
insist upon keeping it on

Third Appeal

The 3rd appeal is to the
Independent Monitor. In one case
of an historic allegation of
indecent assault on a teenage
girl, there were suspicions that
she was lying because her
brother was in a bed feet away
from her, to whom she could
have shouted out for help. The
Monitor decided, and | quote,
“that just about on balance” she
agreed there was probably an
assault, but after 13 years
without any other problem, she
felt that any potential risk was
minimal now and insufficient to
merit disclosure, a true
judgement of Solomon on a
difficult case to call.

Finding out what the
Complainant has said

The main difficulty if you have
never been interviewed by police
or charged is that you are not
entitled to see the complainant’s
statement. There may be ways to
find some of the details of the
allegations, e.g. Interview, pre-
interview disclosure, disciplinary
hearings, Lado and possibly via
the Monitor.

One teacher was sacked on the
evidence of two teachers that the
client had dragged an SEN boy.
She was an agency teacher, so
there was no disciplinary hearing.
Although Lado are procedurally
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DBS ... by David Wacks ....continued

biased in favour of the police,
they do keep exact records.

We got copies of the two
teachers statements with just
names redacted which showed
that one teacher admitted she
was only repeating what the first
teacher said and that teacher said
she only saw a slight opening of a
door to the adjacent classroom
where she could only see my
client pulling up this child from
the floor where he threw himself
if he did not get what he wanted.
Clearly, she had merely a
snapshot she had expanded in
her imagination!

Allegations disclosed
to third parties

Lado can also disclose allegations
to 3rd parties, e.g. local agencies,
without notifying the applicant
and with few safeguards to
protect individuals suspected of
having DBS. There are proposals
to make it a crime for
professionals not to report crimes
against children, but we are
awaiting the draft proposal and
whether a mere suspicion is
enough to make more people fall
into the legal system.

DBS Barring

Referrals may be made directly to
DBS to carry out their second
responsibility that is to consider
barring the person for working
with children and/or vulnerable
adults, but if the allegation comes
up on a DBS it gets sent to DBS
barring to start an investigation
where they use a similar test of
the balance of probabilities and
they will give say 8 weeks to
respond but if it takes 2 months
to get all records you need to
lodge at least some outline

arguments and request extra
time to reply.

Over the last few years DBS
barring have a great deal of extra
work with more staff, but whilst
they have a duty to safeguard
vulnerable people they don’t
seem as objective as they used to
be and are more determined to
see only the bad and nothing on
the good side, so | tend to attack
their impartiality and balance line
by line.

For example: If the barring is due
to the suspect showing no con-
trition, even though they deny it
happened, or showed no
emotion, then, if they are found
to be autistic, that wll be one of
grounds to support an appeal, in
this case to the Upper Tribunal.

Advance preparation
is the key

If you prepare in advance, you
have a better chance of stopping
the police from disclosing
allegations on the DBS Certificate
and therefore stopping DBS
Barring from starting an
investigation. Many clients are
cautious of spending money on
prep in case it comes up clear, but
no one knows if it will, and the
Police won’t tell in advance. The

downside is very bad, so it is
worth the effort if they prepare
or pay someone to prepare for
them. In effect, it’s like insurance
premiums you pay but still hope
your car won'’t be stolen.

DBS Barring applies similar tests
to DBS disclosure, so in one case,
a client had a breakdown and was
cautioned for watching animal
porn. DBS wanted to bar him
from working with children. | won
by showing that there were no
proven cases of bestiality
followers then molesting
children, i.e. his crime was not
relevant, but accepted that he
would be a potential risk if he
was a vet, but a referral to the
Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons would deal with that.
He was an accountant and so not
relevant.

Photo by Anete Lusina

Referrals to DBS by
Professional Regulator

Referrals are often made by DBS
to the professional regulator of
the applicant, e.g. GMC/GDC/FA/
HCPC/ICA/SRA, etc, who apply
similar tests, and again, it's best
to be prepared to get them to
drop the case asap and hopefully
before it goes to a full tribunal.

FACTnews - Vol 15.2 - Autumn 2025
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DBS ... by David Wacks ....continued

Obviously, being investigated by
employer/Lado/Police/Court/DBS
disclosure/DBS Barring /
Professional Regulator is
extremely stressful, and
expensive to fight and if
prevented from working very
prejudicial

A decision by one regulator, say
police, on enhanced DBS is not
binding on DBS barring or the FA
and vice versa, but should be
persuasive to the others.

Not Charged due to
Mental llIness

A few people commit crimes but
are not charged because they
were mentally ill, e.g. a computer
technician who was bipolar and
was arrested at Costa, clearly
disturbed, and here the main test
is how long they have been stable
since the incident. When this
client had a Bipolar relapse,
inhibitions may be reduced, and
there was a risk he may insult
girls in High School, so the
allegation was disclosed, and his
boss just didn’t send him to the
schools they maintained.

What made it worse was that
when locked in a police cell
before being sent to the hospital,
he went berserk, self-harming,
and when an officer went in to
calm him, he asked her for a BJ,
but he couldn’t do that, and the
records don’t say how she
reacted!

There are now QAF (Quality
Assurance Framework)
guidelines, e.g. it's not enough to
say a person is mentally ill, but
why that illness now makes them
a risk. Often, it’s the time since

the incident which is the main
factor

Family Connections
on DBS

If a relative or partner has a
conviction, DBS can disclose it on
an enhanced DBS, affecting the
family of every prisoner on their
release. This is not common, but
the Police do sometimes panic
and unfairly disclose the
connection even though the
convicted prisoner is no real risk.
This is rare, but when it does
happen, it affects their relative’s/
partner’s job disproportionately
and unfairly.

Example: A foster mum was
refused leave to foster because
she had once allowed her
husband's nephew to stay with
them for a month, before she
threw him out. The nephew had a
conviction for rape and was put
down as a risk. Since then, she
had divorced her husband, so the
nephew was no longer her
nephew, and as he was in prison,
he was not even a current risk.

Unfortunately, the foster mum
could not afford to dispute it and
retired from fostering, leaving
more children in care homes.

Working for the Police
or similar job
If you apply to work for police,
Military Police MI5/6 GCHQ or
other national security body even
as a cleaner or computer
assistant you need to get security
vetted, like an Enhanced DBS but
you must disclose anything which
raises any potential risk mainly to

make sure you are honest and
not covering up cases but | have
clients | cleared who disclosed
the cleared allegations and work
in the Police or Home Office
security section.

Protecting the
most vulnerable

There is a complex system of
safeguarding checks to protect
those most vulnerable, but it
repeats these risk assessments
time and again, making innocent
people feel they are being
hounded and worsening the
initial stress of a wrongful
allegation.

DBS needs improving

| do try with others to press for
improvements to the system, but
| spend nearly all my time helping
people under the system as it is
not what | want it to be. When
dealing with my first case, | knew
very little despite having been a
solicitor for many years, and most
solicitors know little about this. It
is not taught when studying to
become a solicitor, and there are
no textbooks onit. m

David Wacks
CRB Problems Ltd
07505 961 762

David@crbproblems.co.uk

All initial enquiry advice free and
confidential to advise if there is a
way forward.

© David Wacks 28 January 2025
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| feel like | am fading out, like my life is now behind me

Dark, blinding thoughts take over my mind, an end to this madness is so hard to find
Go to sleep, nightmares burst my head, every day I feel | am waking up dead
No light at the end of this long, dark tunnel, stuck deep in this evil land

I wish | was back in ’69, a little baby boy in my pram

She got me put in jail cause | wanted to do the right thing and be a dad to my two lovely sons
And now those two little lovely boys won't know that | love them tons

Will I'live to live again, or will this evil take it all?

Lies destroy, lies you down, lies can make you fall

Lies can damage, lies can hurt, lies can drag you through the dirt

Lies mess up lives, lies break many hearts, lies tear you into a million parts

I'm sick of being pushed around by a system that doesn’t care

Judge for crimes | didn't commit with a trial that was unfair

Innocent men are being put in jail; it's all just part of their plan

If you look at the bigger picture, you’ll see a political money-making scam
Stuck on the dark side of the fence, forgotten about, and abused

No way out of this one-way hell, cause nobody wants the truth

This broken justice system knows exactly what's going on

Using innocent men to get the stats up, it’s all just a massive con

One day, these liars will get their day, as it all comes crashing down

Then we’ll be the ones with a smile on our face; they’ll be the ones who drown
I will follow dreams of hope, not lies that make me choke

Hoping that my futures bright, no more will | be a joke

I hope these liars choke on their lies and swallow all their greed

They live alone in misery, after all, they did plant the seed

Lies destroy and lies can kill; lies can be a bitter suicide pill

Those lies were cruel, those lies were bad, and all cause | wanted to be a dad!
Another sad story ends. Please take care of my innocent friends.
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Memory myths &
Justice risks

Pamela Radcliffe, LLb, MSc

PhD Researcher, Dept. Psychology, University of Portsmouth

The following is a selction of Pamela’s slides that she used at FACT's Spring Conference, May 2025.

The slide numbering is as shown at the conference. The full set of slides are available on request to the editor.

*To capture new UKdata on
My PhD beliefs about the stability of
research autobiographical memory;

aims *To examine whether individuals’
beliefs about memory function
align with mainstream scientific
thinking;
*To considerthe impact on justice
(andclinical) outcomes.

My research matters because:
eInternational researchshows misunderstanding about
memory is rife throughout society;

*The UKjustice system believes knowledge of memory
function is common sense;

* Police, lawyers and jurors typically make decisions via
common sense without expert guidance;

+So, if common senseis out-of-step with science, then...

4

We have a problem - WHY?

+ Many high-stakes cases * Custody proceedings
rely on witness memory * Negligence/ Plclaims
recallin - « Legacy Nl investigations

+ Family — Civil —Criminal - Inquest hearings &
contexts &

* Criminal cases —especially
claims of non-recent
childhood sexual abuse

* Independent evidence - to
verify memorial reliability
may be absent.

Three take-homes — my research supports

Misconceptionsabout memory function are widespread;

e.g., for unconscious repression & related controversial ideas e.g., dissociative amnesia

Memory misunderstandingis a potential cause of
miscarriagesof justice;

Justicemust evolve and flex to accommodate science.

8
But beliefs about how you think your memory
works...mayconflict with the science e.g.,
« If you believe all your memories * Or believe unconscious or
are stored evenif you can’t rglcs:voeﬁféﬁedi ; ;‘;i"ﬂgge;gzzh
gzmemberthem, effort or the correct method
' . X * Or believe that the more you
+ Believe unexplained think about something then you
pain/symptoms may be a form will eventually recall it... or that
of unprocessed memory for your dreams may reveal
trauma that can be processed memories. ..
in therapy,
9

Then...suchbeliefs may lead to

» Reconstructed, sincerely believed-in but distorted “memory”
recall...orflawed belief in the reliability of such distorted
reconstructed memory recall;

» Memory (mis)beliefs are problematic in justice contexts e.g.,

* When evaluating memory testimony where independent
corroboration is unavailable e.g., legacy investigations, (NI)
non-recent sexual cases.

10

What science tells us

» Memory is reconstructive - it does not work like a camera—
storing accurate mental images/details of past experiences;

*» Researchin eye-witness testimony - remembering viewed events

—risks of memory distortion are well known e.g.,USInnocence projects DNA
exonerations.

» Researchon memory for past experiences shows it is also
susceptible to distortion and misinformation effects & can lead to
sincerely-held but objectively inaccurate beliefs for event(s) that
were not experi ienced. AKAFalsememories - but this term is misunderstood.

15

The idea that the brain has an unconscious
defence mechanism for traumatic experiences

» Thatmemories for trauma can be unconsciously stored and kept
from conscious awareness

* Thelinked belief —is that these memories are recoverable.
* Theidea —caused much harm in the 1990s —fell from grace

» But scholars note a renaissance —in belief in repression &
dissociative amnesia* & memory recovery practices
+ (*Thisis a recognised mental disorder in the DSM-5-TR APA2022).
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17

Prevalence of belief in repression &
dissociative amnesia

% Participants who agreed to some degree

UK public UK public
(2023) (2014)
(Patihis et al)
(N=419) (N=112)
Traumatic
memories are 90.4 7.7
often repressed...
Dissociative
amnesia 91.1 n/a

prevents...[recall]

18
Other findings:

.S
Survey P

can be retrieved in therapy accurately”
+ % Participants who (erroneously) agreed to some degree:
Lay public, 75% ; Legal professionals 38%; MHPs,60%

Source of participants’ knowledge, Answer choices: Innate beliefs, private reading, TV/films,
prof. education were the most frequently identified sources. Most frequent choice by group:

Laypublic, “Innate beliefs” 63% (then reading/TV/films)

Judges,"Professional education” (83%); Barristers “private reading” (77%)

MH professionals, “Professional education” (93%)

Optional text box comments showed legal professionals especially would haveliked a “Don’t
know” option.

19
Some other findings:

+ Surveyitem, on false memories: ‘It is possible to develop false memories for
abuse/trauma that didn’t happen”

* % Participants who (correctly) slightly agreed or agreed:

« Laypublic, 63%; Legal professionals, 76%; MH professionals 67%

* % Participants who chose “Don’t know”

+ Laypublic, 30%; Legal professionals 20% (and 4% disagreed they were possible)
MHPs, 18% (and 15% disagreed they were possible).

« Surveyitem on memory storage:“The mind is like a computer, accurately
recording events as they actually occurred’

* % Participants who (erroneously) agreed to some degree:
« Lay public, 45%; Legal professionals, 11%; MH professionals 15%.

20

Andfor the belief that early memories, even
from the first year of life are accurately stored
and retrievable
* % Participants who (erroneously) agreed to some degree
« Lay public, 29%;
* Legal professionals 10%;
* MH Professionals 28%.

Legal professionals MH professionals

(2023) (2023)
(N =150) (N =148)
78.7 83.7
88.7 87.7

21

What do these findings mean in non-recent
cases?

« Thesestudy findings raise concerns about the
reliability of justice decisions by common sense.

+ Andbecause justice professionals
misunderstand memory for trauma -

* Relevantdisclosure may be overlooked e.g.,
documents that indicate memorial unreliability.

Manyindividuals including legal professionals
erroneously believe that memory for trauma is
special, works differently.

Forexample, therapeutic documents showing
memory discontinuity, or

Claims of dissociation or memory blocks and
detailed memory recovery over time may be

« Controversial common-sense beliefs about memory S g
misinterpreted as authentic memory recovery.

function for trauma are widespread.
+ Theend game —unsafe convictions,
impossible to overturn on appeal.
« Police investigators/ CPSmay fail to screen out
unreliable/abnormal memory testimonv cases:

22
Questions & future directions

« How do we correct deeply embedded ~ Recommendations

misunderstandings about memory? + Research on the prevalence of non-recent
: cases, outcomes & claimed miscarriages of
. Isjustice education on memory justice - Crown court, appellate and CCRC.

function scientifically balanced or

Research on the scientific quality of current
legal professional scientific education on

+ Arealternative, controversial theories memory function.
and personal (mis)beliefs leading justice

professionals astray?

+ The provision of scientifically balanced
guidelines for legal professionals —outlining
the research findings on memory function,
pathways to false memory formation, and red

* Islay “common sense” sufficient and flag indicators.

safe to determine these high-stakes + Comparative interdisciplinary legal res
on alternative justice models for special
cases? cases.

References

+ Referencescan be supplied on request.
+ Furtherdetail on the data in this study can be found in the following article:

+ Radcliffe & Patihis (2024). Judges and lawyers' beliefs in repression and dissociative amnesia may

imperil justice: further guidance required

+ https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09658211.2024.2383311

Afurther article is pending: Radcliffe & Patihis (2025). In a UK Sample, EMDRand Other Trauma Therapists
Indicate Beliefs in Unconscious Repressionand Dissociative Amnesia. Also to be published in, the journal,
Memory, Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group.
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FACT’s Updated Website
by David Gough, Webmaster

The FACT website, https://factuk.

org has recently had a change of
webmaster who has given it an
update. There is a lot of useful
information on the website but,
over time, it had become a little
scattered. So the main aim of the
update was to give a visual tidy
and restructure the menus to
make the information a bit easier
to find.

The main helplines are visible at
the top of the home page, in the
footer on every page, on the
HELP page, which is accessible
as the second item in the main
menu, and on the Contact page,
the last item on the main menu.

Just below the front page header
(in the centre on computers, full
screen on mobile) is a scrolling
carousel of latest updates, with
links to appropriate pages. You
can jump to the next slide by
clicking on the little dots.

The Blog page has been
redesigned and now has tabs for
the different categories, so if you
only want to look at posts about
the effects of false allegations,
you can do so by selecting that
tab.

Importantly, of course, the
FACTnews pages (available from
the main menu) have also been
re-structured with the current
issue at the top of the main
FACTnews page and older issues
available by links to other pages
in 5-year groups.

The website will continue to
evolve with further
improvements over time. There
is a feedback option on the

Facing fllegations in Contexts of Trust
ot g Watieni B L i ed ddeg al

i G, w Ersasises iy Lis [

Accused bul innocent?
We are here to help
General Enquiries: 0333 335 5934

Email supporhiBactuk.ong

Lagal Halpline: 0333 13% 5827

Fibmz about Falee Acouscations

Mew Page

Coping with a false accusation

How FACT can help you

FACT blog

How you can help FACT

Gt Invelved

Donations Can you help others?

' PayPal

contact page, but please bear in mind that we are all
volunteers and available free time may make grandly
ambitious notions impractical in the short term.
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Behind the scenes, we are trying out a new
analytics plugin, which is showing some
interesting statistics about our readers
preferences. (Don’t worry, all information is
captured en-masse, anonymously with no link to
individual users).

Overall website hits can be a bit misleading and
you’ll see these stats break down the hits visitors,
sessions and views. The image shows an initial
snapshot of the first couple of months since the
update (hence the “vs previous period” figures
are all zero).

The difference between Visitors, Sessions and
Pages is that Visitors are unique visitors, Sessions
refers to visits to the site and Page views refers to
views of each separate page;

...s0 if one individual looks at the website on two
different days and looks at 2 pages each time, that
would show 1 visitor, 2 sessions and 4 views.

Arguably more important than these figures is
average session duration: the average time a
visitor spends looking at the website on each visit,

as that shows viewer engagement - how much
time a viewer is spending on the website.

In the first 90 days since the updated site went
live, we’ve had nearly 6500 visitors, nearly 13,000
Views, nearly 8,000 sessions and an average
session duration of over 6 minutes, the latter of
which is at least twice that of a good average for
most websites. The visitors are from over 100
countries!

Pags bite Wisdlor Wiemn
Capmg paychokigeeally aftar bang tabisly soocieg [ 1688 004
Hare Page | 1403 2.085
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The website most viewed pages continue to be
those dealing with the psychological effects of
being falsely accused (a fact which, I believe,
points to genuine innocence). Whether this is
because they are the most sought after pages, or
whether it is because our website ranks better for
those pages is hard to tell at present, but we
understand from the helplines that it is indeed is
a big issue. W
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CCRC Applicant Experience

Report Presentation

at the House of Commons

by

Sean Bw Parker

“The political class are in denial about

having a criminal justice system that doesn’t work’
Danny Barrs, APMI

Since 2023, Drs Lucy Welsh and Amy Clarke at the
universities of Sussex and Brighton, respectively,
have been compiling their report into applicants’
experiences of the Criminal Cases Review
Commission, or the CCRC. On a mid-October
evening in 2025, along with representatives from the
All-Party Parliamentary Group on Miscarriages of
Justice, they presented the report in a committee

room at the House of Commons.

Along with the good doctors were Dame Vera Baird,
interim Chair of the CCRC, and Kim Johnson,
Member of Parliament for Liverpool (and staunch
Joint Enterprise campaigner), who chaired the
presentation. Dame Vera had only been in post for a
few months of the 18 she is scheduled to serve,
brought in after public outrage over the Andy
Malkinson scandal, where it transpired Greater
Manchester Police had known about exonerating
DNA in his 2002 conviction for rape for the latter 12
years of his sentence - but only after charity APPEAL

were able to uncover it, and have Andy exonerated.

Speaking of APPEAL, Emma Torr was a part of the
presenting panel, with strong words for the quango:
‘The public can’t trust the CCRC’, and ‘personnel at
the CCRC need to change’. Torr’s colleague Matt
Foot, co-director of APPEAL, was in the viewing

gallery, and in questions after the presentations

commented that he knew of two investigative
journalists who had applied to the CCRC but had

been refused.

The sole male on the presenting panel was also its
only ‘lived experience’ representative, Danny Barrs of
the Association of Prisoners Maintaining Innocence
(APMI), and a very compelling, British Robert De
Niro type presenter he was too: “The CPS is there to
prosecute, not to find the truth’ said Danny, before
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CCRC Applicant Experience Report Presentation by Sean Bw Parker ....continued

wondering if PMI’'s should be
released on tag in order to pursue
their claims of innocence more

easily.

Barrs was also critical of the
‘victimhood’ language so awash in
the Criminal Justice System,
including to a certain extent at
this presentation, wondering if
those using the term victim ever
think it also applies to victims of
miscarriages of justice, or as he
put it, ‘victims of the state’. The
impression is that if it does, it’s
only ever at a push. Danny’s
conclusion was that politicians
don’t seem to have the political
will to deal with MoJ’s, only
seeming to care about the short-

term or the next election at best.

That said, there were three MPs
in attendance (for most of the
session) in Andy Slaughter, Ian
Lavery and Andy McDonald, all
Labour. Penney Lewis of The Law

Commission also spoke, her first

point being that the CCRC
needed to ‘look at’ the Real
Possibility =~ Test, which Dr
Michael Naughton of

Empowering The Innocent has
been critiquing for more than
twenty years. Dr Naughton says
the RPT is designed to actively
perpetuate miscarriages of justice
and is the main factor in the
organisation’s 98% refusal rate.
The Law Commission proposed in
its recent report that the RPT be
replaced with a  Potential
Miscarriage of Justice Test, as per
the organisation’s founding brief -

but this would need a change in

the law. Was there sufficient
political will in the room to make

this happen?

Andy Slaughter said: “The CCRC
needs to become a challenger
organisation again’, while Dame
Vera said: ‘The criminal justice
infallible, and
neither are we’. Baird went on to
difficult to

communicate such an ‘esoteric’

system is not

say that it was
organisation as the CCRC to the
public, while introducing the
amusing new terminology of
CRM for the CCRC’s
‘overworked’”  Case  Review
Managers. Her CRMS were now
going slower rather than faster
due to the Malkinson case, but
she said new applicants would
now receive a phone call in order

to establish clearer contact.

She also said that submissions
would sometimes run to dozens
or hundreds of pages, and that a
‘top ten points’ would be a
solution to such Sisyphean tasks
as the CRMs were regularly
facing. Dame Vera noted that
some of the young women CRMs
were ‘fiercely good’ at their jobs;
let’s hope the young (and old)
men on her staff are too! Other
women present with a fierce
interest in proceedings included
representatives from Transform
Justice and Spoken Injustice, and
most got a chance to ask a
question at the end (except your

unfortunate reporter).

The controversies surrounding
previous Chair and CEO Helen
Pitcher and Karen Kneller were

glanced over - I don’t recall their
names being mentioned - but
Danny Barrs was alone at the Big
Table in calling out the general
dysfunction of this ‘niche’ of the
criminal justice system, and all
the unnecessary bureaucracy that
goes along with it. There is a sense
that if the CCRC start referring
cases to the appeal court based on
actual suspicion of wrongful
conviction, then the ‘floodgates
will have been opened’, and
they’ll all be flooded. It’s either
that - fair justice being enacted
and being seen to be enacted - or
let a zombie quango just trudge
on, saying all the right weasel

words.

Lucy Welsh and Amy Clarke’s
report touched on all these points
in studious and academic detail.
In Lucy’s introduction, she
highlighted how frustrated and
angry many applicants in prison
were due to the difficulties of
communication for those inside.
When that is compounded by an
obstreperous bureaucracy that is
designed to bat away applications
rather than consider them
seriously, the damage to a sense of

justice is redoubled.

Maybe Dame Vera’s Ten Points
idea, along with the abolishment
of the Real Possibility Test in law,
might make for a better-
functioning machine? Without
the RPT going, there is no hope.
This presentation, in tandem with
the Law Commission’s own
recent report, has at least brought

the subject to a head. W
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HELP URGENTLY NEEDED
TO TAKE FACT INTO THE NEXT DECADE
by Brian Hudson

In the forthcoming year FACT will find itself
facing a pressing necessity to secure a
substantial amount of financial support
essential for our continued operation and the
provision of our extensive array of services
currently in place. To effectively address this
challenge, we will require the expertise of a
fundraiser who possesses the skills and
experience necessary to manage this crucial
endeavour successfully. Initially, it was
contemplated that, should FACT bring on
board a new team member, one aspect of
their responsibilities could indeed
encompass fundraising efforts.
However, this has proven not to
be the case; the coordinator
currently finds himself
stretched thin, a consequence

of the success in promoting our
mission.

Every day, FACT diligently
responds to a growing number of
new cases that arrive both via email
and telephone inquiries. The volume of
requests for assistance has reached
unprecedented levels, with no signs of a
decrease in the number of individuals seeking
help. Our outreach has now expanded beyond
just carers and educators to include a diverse
array of individuals who are affected by
safeguarding policies or who find themselves
caught in the complexities of family and
workplace disputes. The stringent criteria for
initiating a police investigation combined with
the directive to scrutinise all situations has led
to an influx of cases requiring our supportive
intervention. To give you some idea of what
FACT does please read below.

FACT is equipped with two helplines, one
dedicated to providing legal advice and the

Facing Allegations
in Contexts of Trusi

other focused on general support. Each call
received on the general support line typically
evolves into an extensive fact-finding and
support session lasting an hour or more,
frequently followed by emails requiring in-
depth research and further assistance. The cost
of these helplines and the subsequent return
calls are high

FACT facilitates a prisoner support network.
Numerous members who are currently
incarcerated navigate their challenging
circumstances by utilising the helpline
available through our coordinator,
alongside emails and traditional
mail correspondence. This
communication channel serves
as a vital lifeline, ensuring that
these individuals do not feel
isolated and abandoned during
their difficult times.

FACT extends its assistance to the
families of those who have been detained
in His Majesty’s Prisons. These families, who
often experience the emotional toll of an
unjust legal framework, receive our
unwavering support as they navigate the
complexities of the justice system.

FACT also operates a 'buddy scheme'
specifically designed to provide companionship
and emotional support to those experiencing
the daunting waiting period that follows an
accusation, arrest, and subsequent interview.
For many, this initiative has proven to be a
critical source of solace during what can be an
excruciatingly lonely and isolating experience.
We have lost count of the instances in which
individuals have expressed profound gratitude,
stating, "I truly do not know what I would
have done without you." Our coordinator
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Help Urgently Needed to take FACT into the Next Decade by Brian Hudson....continued

regularly receives feedback that underscores
the transformative impact of this support, with
many individuals conveying that they were on
the verge of despair, even contemplating self-
harm or worse, before engaging with our
services.

In addition to our support initiatives, FACT
publishes a News magazine. This publication is
not only highly professional but also well-
received among our readership. It offers
valuable insights, information, and articles that
many readers, including those housed in HMP,
find immensely beneficial. Printing Costs have
escalated, and the postage costs are
astronomical.

FACT’s AGM & Conference - Birmingham 2025

Moreover, FACT organises two conferences
each year, which serve as critical events for our
community. These conferences create
invaluable opportunities for individuals and
families to connect, fostering a safe space for
networking and social interaction. Many
participants share their concerns and anxieties,
while also exchanging information, which
proves to be tremendously beneficial in
fostering a sense of belonging and support.
These gatherings are truly invaluable to our
mission and to the communities we serve. One
conference for example can cost up to

£1,200.00

FACT also holds a very moving and much
needed annual Church service in the heart of
the capital city. This is hosted by a sympathetic
and caring Rector and provides a stronghold

i

FACT’ Annual Church Service in London

for those needing spiritual as well as emotional
help to manage their feelings of grief and loss.
This event is open to all faiths and those with
no faith. Again, this is not without cost, and
we are indebted to a donor who has ensured
we have been able to pay for this for the last
three years.

The website is managed and has been managed
and updated voluntarily for many years now.
There is some cost of course for annual
domain charges but in general it is developed
and kept up to date without direct costs to us
and by the good will of our last two
webmasters. This website gives vital
information and no doubt has enhanced and
saved the lives of those who seek its content.

There are numerous additional expenses like
travelling costs for our conference speakers
and our coordinator who makes visits to some
members. We also have to rent a mail room
and registration office which is a requirement
to host our registered office for legal purposes
connected to Companies House. All in all there
is an abundance of drains on our resources. We
are highly indebted to those of you who pay
monthly into FACT as this helps to maintain a
level of service to new clients.

Having read the above I am sure you will
agree that;

1) There is and will increasingly be a
need for FACT to continue its work
for the remainder of this decade and
beyond

2) There is a need to find a solid
financial footing to facilitate this.

3) We need people to help achieve this. m
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"Women on false allegations
and wrongful convictions"

Empowering the Innocent (ETI) Conference,

Bristol University, 17" May, 2025

Women’s Whispers

Firstly, and importantly, | want to
make clear that nothing | have to
say today is intended to detract
from any of our wonderful women
speaking today. They have all
worked tirelessly in the field of
wrongful convictions and false
allegations, one way or another,
and deserve every bit of
recognition and praise that comes
their way. Please make no mistake
about that. Women up and down
the country are tirelessly
supporting their falsely accused
and wrongfully convicted loved
ones.

However, | have to say that when
Dr Naughton invited me to speak
at this conference and told me that
the theme was ‘Women’s Voices in
Wrongful Allegations and False
Accusations’, my heart sank. You
might think that, as a woman, |
would be pleased that women
were front and centre for such an
important topic, and | was, yet |
wasn’t. Women again? Really?
Aren’t we everywhere already?
And then | thought about it and
realised that yes, we need to talk
about women and the role they
play in wrongful convictions and
false allegations, but we need to
start talking about how they cause
them and how they are by far the
greatest factor in the whole sorry

A talk by
Felicity Stryjak

industry. People have been talking
about wrongful convictions and
false allegations for decades,
despondent at the fact that little is
changing for the better; in fact,
things have got worse. We think
we have to do more. But do we? I'd
like to suggest that we need to do
the same wonderful work that’s
been, and being, done, but we
need to do different things as well.

Far from being
‘vanishingly rare’,
false accusations

are rife.

Tempting as it is, I'm not going to
give you lots of reports or statistics
today. (Well, maybe a few later.)
I'm really just talking to you as a
Mum of several falsely accused
adult children and the wife of a
falsely accused man. Far from
being ‘vanishingly rare’, false
accusations are rife.

Wrongful convictions are
absolutely appalling and soul-
destroying for the wrongfully
convicted and their families, and
while | don’t want to detract from
the horror, | think we have to

recognise that they are the apex of
a very large mountain, the tip of a
very large iceberg and the
exception, not the rule. False
allegations are the basis of all of
them and ‘the rule’, but few are
recognised as such. | want to
suggest today that false allegations
are actually all around us,
happening every day, and by and
large, ignored. We ignore them by
calling them rumour and gossip,
and because women are the main
culprits, and of course, in our
modern society, there seems to be
this ridiculous idea that nothing
that women do is wrong; it can all
be explained away. In actual fact, a
false accusation likely started
because a woman whispered a lie.
She didn’t need to shout it,
because when it’s a lie accusing a
man, society does the shouting for
her. We make excuse after excuse
for women’s bad behaviour and it
needs to stop. To try to put it in
some sort of perspective, based on
the lowest agreed figures
regarding sexual offences, let’s
remember that this morning, this
very morning and every morning,
someone — more likely dozens of
‘someones’ — woke up to find
themselves at the sharp end of an
official complaint about their
behaviour; behaviour that in fact
often never even happened. There
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Women’s Whispers by Felicity Stryjak ....continued

are many more ‘someones’ who
became aware today that
someone, most likely a woman, is
whispering behind their back,
planting little seeds of doubt in the
minds of others. Seeds that could
at any time become another one of
those official complaints based on
nothing. This is where all false
allegations and ultimately
wrongful convictions come from.
Let’s call a spade a spade — from
lies - and it’s not only sexual
matters that get lied about.

Let me go back a little in time and
explain how | think we got to
where we are today — | was bornin
the early 1950’s and my mother
was one of the last generation of
women who often expected to give
up work when she married.
Modern women will tell you that
that is a sign of oppression, but my
mother couldn’t wait. She made
no secret of the fact that she
considered it her right to stay at
home and my father’s duty to
provide for her. Interestingly, she
made my father take me to work
with him when | was very small, so
even then, women were insisting
that men took on domestic chores
and child care duties. Many of my
friends’ mothers took exactly the
same stance. She wasn’t unique by
any means.

Over the last 70 years or so, the
world for women has changed out
of all recognition. The post-war
years saw to that. They occupy
much more of the workforce than
they did in the 1950’s and I've
spoken before about how women
dominate much of the world of
work and caring for children. Many
insisted that men just weren’t
capable of child care and domestic
chores, so they had to do it all and
make martyrs of themselves in the

process. This gave and continues to
give them a lot of control, and I've
noticed that they don’t push to
have a presence in the more
physical jobs or the ones that are
downright drudgery. No, they
don’t want to be plumbers,
electricians, bricklayers,
construction or sewage workers.
They want the high-paying STEM
jobs, complain when there are not
enough female CEOs and dominate
the industries where they have
control over individuals. As a quick
recap, 75%+ of teachers are
women, almost 90% of nurses are
women, 47% of doctors are
women, and 80% of all residential
care jobs (85%+ of direct care jobs)
are done by women. Even Human
Resource (HR), Social work and
Cafcass' jobs are 70%-80%+ held

by women.

The influence
women can exercise
is substantial.

The influence they can exercise is

substantial. Furthermore, they
outnumber  boys in  higher
education at 56%, there are

affirmative action programmes for
women, and there are single sex
professional spaces for women.

infiltrate
men’s single sex spaces by, for

Women continue to
example, forcing the Garrick Club,
in 2024, to admit them and in
2025, women are putting pressure
on men to allow them to join local

1. Cafcass: Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service

Sheds, an
intended to give men a male space

Men'’s organisation
for companionship and mental
health support but which now is
admitting women across the
country. What next? They’ll want
to join Andy’s Man Club, which is
intended to offer men support
with their mental health. They are
relentless! Far from  being
oppressed, women have more
influence and control than ever.

More than that, | have noticed in
recent years that advertising is
heavily weighted in women'’s
favour, with women being front
and centre in the vast majority of
TV advertising, often making men
the subject of ridicule and
incapability. ‘My dad — distracted
by shiny things’ was a holiday
advert slogan that particularly
rankled me, but then | was made
aware that women are responsible
for over 80% of consumer
spending, so of course, the adverts
are going to be aimed at them. So,
one way or another, women have a
great deal of control, and their

influence is everywhere.

When you add into that mix the
fact that the vast majority of
single-parent  households are
headed by mothers — roughly 85%
- and only 15% by fathers, you can
see that the overriding influence of
women is present from infancy to

adulthood.

It’s also important to recognise
that abuse generally attributed to
men in the public consciousness
actually has many women
involved. 38% of sex traffickers are
and 30% of

women, those
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Women'’s Whispers by Felicity Stryjak ....continued

trafficked are boys, though the
public perception is that all
traffickers are men and all those
trafficked are women and girls.
50% of misogynistic tweets are
sent by women, and 50% of
and heterosexual
domestic abuse is initiated by
women. 70% of all unidirectional

bidirectional

abuse is initiated by women.
Women retaliate with abuse more
often than men, but they also
initiate abuse more often than

men.

UK child abuse statistics fail to
address the gender of child
abusers adequately, but US
statistics identify women as the
majority of abusers of children,
and there is no reason to suppose
that the UK doesn’t follow that
trend. I'll leave you to draw your
own conclusions as to why the UK
is so reluctant to draw gender
distinctions in cases of the abuse
of children, but shout them from
the rooftops when it comes to the
abuse of women and why society is
so very quiet on the fact that most
murdered children are killed by

their mothers.

But enough of the figures | said |
wouldn’t give you. What can we
make of them all and the role that
women actually play in the
perpetration of abuse, domestic
violence and false allegations?
What do they mean? Let’s make no
mistake; false allegations are
another form of interpersonal
abuse, and wrongful convictions

are institutional abuse.

| have started collecting data on
false allegations, their frequency
and consequences, and it’s all
quite frankly shocking. It’s a long,

slow task, but already | can see
that the wvast
prosecuted false

majority  of
accusers are
women, and the vast majority of
them get no further than the local
news. Many more undoubtedly
don’t even get that far. | focus here
on ‘prosecuted’ false accusers
because there are so many more
false accusations that are invisible
to the general public, but no less

devastating to the falsely accused.

Add to that the fact that the
majority of

their
making false allegations against

parents who
weaponise children by
the other parent in order to keep
that parent away from the children
are mothers (a process commonly
known as Parental Alienation), and
we have a growing social disaster
on our hands; dare | say it, almost
entirely perpetrated by women.

It is important to
note that domestic
violence and
parental alienation
are not gendered.

Now, it is important to note that
domestic violence and parental
alienation are not gendered. Men
and fathers are as capable of these
but for the
purpose of today, the focus is on

forms of abuse,
women, and | have no hesitation in
saying that women are much more
likely to abuse in subtle and
unreported ways, so creating the
huge iceberg | was talking about

earlier. In fact they go much
further than that, and | want to use

a personal example to illustrate it.

My son, who is here today, and |
speak of this with his permission,
separated from the mother of his
children 4 years ago. He was
accused of assault, for which he
was tried and acquitted, had an
anti-harassment order against him,
was coerced into breaking his bail
conditions because ‘I need help’
and prosecuted for that. He has
seen his children twice in all that
time and been
everything else you could imagine,

accused of

including rape and murder (though
nothing of that has been brought
to the attention of the police), to
keep him away from the children.
The Family Court has ‘erred on the
side of caution’ though there is no
court order banning him from
having contact with the children,
contact has been impossible to
make. Thousands of pounds have
been spent on court hearings that
his ex-partner has just ignored, but
there have been no consequences
for her. He was quoted £40-50,000
or more for a ‘Proof’ hearing that
he could not afford, (who could?),
and his ex-partner tells anyone
who will listen that he and his
family are not allowed to see the
children, which is not true, and
that they are scared of us all, which
is a mystery to us as they never
were before. This is where it gets
even more interesting.

They are at primary school and the
head teacher has told him and me
that it is not appropriate for either
of us to go to the school for
parents’ evenings or school events
for fear of upsetting the children.
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Women’s Whispers by Felicity Stryjak ....continued

School, she tells me, is their ‘safe
place’. Of course, she only has their
mother’s version of events and is
clearly not interested in upsetting
that apple cart or taking steps to
find the true root of any trauma
that the children may have
suffered. (I’'minclined to think that
their father disappearing from
their lives at a moment’s notice
may have something to do with it,
at the very least.)

His ex-partner has blocked all
forms of communication, so in an
effort to know something of his
children’s welfare, my son asked
for access to the Parental Portal at
school, attendance at parents’
their
records. The school authority has

evenings and medical
refused anything but an emailed
school report at the end of the
year and a telephone call each
term, with no opportunity to
attend school in person to see the
children’s school work, contrary to
their stated ‘open door’ policy. The
NHS Trust have
information on the basis that the

refused any

children must be asked for
permission, though the law only
states that they CAN be asked after
the age of 12, not that they MUST
be asked, and they were both

under 12 in any event.

My point here is that all these
people exercising this control,
keeping a father from information
about his children, even in
defiance of the law, are all women
— the head teacher and the
representatives of both the
education authority and the NHS
trust. Everyone who has been in
contact with him about any of this,

with the exception of one person

who claimed to be acting on the
instructions of the head teacher,
has been female.

Feminists keep telling us that they
speak for all women and telling
men that masculinity is toxic and
that men are responsible for
halting the tide of violence against
women. Well, | suggest it’s time to
play the women at their own

game.

My message today is that men
have suffered enough. It's time
that women stepped up to the
plate and practised what they
preached. If men are required to
‘call out’ other men on their bad
behaviour towards women, real or
imagined, women need to ‘call out’
other women when it comes to
false allegations, often starting as
rumour and gossip, and always
with devastating consequences.

Whispers are often
insensitive
mischief-making,
but can be rooted in
anger and jealousy.

Women (and girls) whisper in the
school playground as pupils and
parents. They do it on their girls’
nights out, in the break rooms at
work, at their coffee mornings, in
their sports locker rooms and
everywhere else they gather.

Those  whispers are  often

insensitive mischief-making but
rooted

can be in anger and

jealousy. Too often, they morph

into full-blown vendettas against
wholly innocent men, ruining their
lives and damaging the lives of
their children beyond repair. | go
so far as to say for many, if not
most, give no thought to anyone
but their own sense of importance
and wish to be the centre of
attention and a ‘victim’. Feminism
has become a performance, from
the playground to the publishing
houses. Feminist language
describing men is terrifying, but
that’s a conversation for another

day.

It’s only by stemming the tide of

gossip,
allegations that we can hope to

rumour and false

halt or even slow the number of
wrongful convictions.

Ava has given us a wonderful
example of bravery and what
needs to be done in the face of a
false accusation. She is a prime
example of how and why ‘start by
believing’ must become ‘start by
guestioning and continue by

countering where necessary’.

While we women give our lives, in
many cases, to righting wrongs and
standing up against falsehoods, we
need to also stop whispering and
raise our voices in defence of our
boys and men, as a group and in
defiance of the women who think
that ruining lives is, as the girls
who accused Stefan Kitzko did,
‘just a bit of fun’.

Men and boys deserve so much
better, and | hope that we women
can all start to do our part in this.
Ava has shown us the way, so we
have no excuse. m
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Will We Never Learn?

David Baines
Back in March 2006, the front
page of FACTnews (then known

as FACTion) carried the story of
the death of David Baines. The
coroner’s report explained that
David had been suspended
from school in October 2003.
He had not been told why he
had been suspended, and
because of the trend at the time
and rumour, he believed it was
because he had been accused
of child abuse. To Mr Baines,
this was reprehensible, and the
decision not to tell him was very
short-sighted.

John Hughes, Coroner

At the inquest, the coroner,
John Hughes, called for more
training for senior school staff
on how to manage the
suspension process, and he
sincerely hoped his advice to
the authorities would not go
ignored.

by Brian Hudson

Outside the inquest, Mr
Baines’s son Lee spoke of the
family’s anger,

“The death of my
father was a terrible
tragedy, and our
family feel very angry
that he took his life
because he was never
told at the suspension
hearing anything
about the reasons for
his suspension, “he
said. “As a result, he
was left to imagine the
worst.”

Comment

We still get calls today from
individuals suspended who do
not fully know the nature of
their suspension. They have no
support, nor in many instances
is there any liaison appointed to
those who contact FACT.

Daryl Gee

If the above was unavoidable,
then consider the death of
Darryl Gee, who died in 2002,
while serving an undeserved
prison sentence for a crime he
did not commit. Darryl was a
music  teacher living in
Huddersfield. Following
allegations of rape and indecent
assault against a 10-year-old girl
he had taught in 1989,

allegations which were made
some ten years later, Darryl was
convicted by majority verdict
after a week-long trial at Leeds
Crown Court and sentenced to 8
years imprisonment in January
2001. Darryl appealed against
his conviction but died soon
after losing his second appeal.

Molly Gee, Daryl's mother

His mother, Molly, vowed to
clear his name. With the
support of close friends and
FACT members throughout the
UK, Molly alerted the Criminal
Cases Review Commission
(CCRC) to Darryl’s case.

John Weedon, a Commissioner
for the CCRC, gave a keynote
speech to the FACT conference
in May 2004. No one present
will ever forget her plea to him.
Molly, then well into her
eighties, was determined that
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Will WE Never Learn? by Brian Hudson ....continued

she should clear Darryl’s name .
Sadly, Darryl’s father had died
soon after he was convicted.

The CCRC re-examined the case,
bringing in memory expert Dr
Martin Conway. His report on
Mr Gee's accuser - along with
other medical evidence about
her - proved crucial to the
defence.

At the Appeal Court the
presiding Judge, Lady Justice
Smith, heard that the
complainant, who by then was
26, had made very similar
allegations against a John
Hudson, from Huddersfield,
whose conviction was quashed
by the Appeal Court th
eprevious year.

At a re-trial in February 2006 ,
the CPS offered no evidence. Mr
Gee and Mr Hudson did not
know one another. Mr Gee's
barrister, Mr Malcolm Swift QC,
had appealed against Darryl’s

conviction, and prosecuting
barrister, Mr Jeremy
Richardson, told the three

Appeal Court judges that the
CPS did not oppose the appeal.

There were

"real reservations as
to the credibility of
the accounts that
the complainant has
given"

Mr Jeremy Richardson, for the

prosecution, admitted that
there were "real reservations

as to the credibility of the
accounts that the complainant
has given".

Mrs Gee was also granted costs
in excess of £60,000 - the
money she has had to spend
pursuing the case to prove her
son's innocence.

Mr Swift said: "The belief of the
Gee family is that this is a tragic
case from all points of view. Mr
Gee always protested his
innocence.” Lady Justice Smith
said that if what was known
now was known at the time of
Mr Gee's trial, “the outcome
might well have been to acquit
Mr Gee, and we must find the
verdicts unsafe. The convictions
will be quashed, and we hope
this sad story can be said to be
atanend."

Mrs Gee was given the good
news in a phone call. She said:
“I'm just so pleased, but I'll have
to ring off now because I'm
going to cry.” Mr Swift said later:
“Fortunately, cases like these
are rare.

The system isn't geared to look
at difficult cases like this. In
cases of a sexual nature the
state of the law is not
satisfactory. Darryl's case is very
unusual. You do not often get
cases that are provably wrong.”
He said that, after Mr Gee lost
his appeal in July 2002, he was a
shattered man and died in
Armley Prison just weeks later
and added: "Up to then he had
faith in the criminal justice
system, but after the appeal
judgement he was clearly
crushed."

“Mr Gee's case is
why the
Government should
not be seeking to
make it more
difficult for innocent
defendants to have
to prove their

innocence.”
Malcolm Swift QC, 2006

Mr Swift, QC, attacked the
Government's new plans to
make it easier to secure rape
convictions. He said: “Mr Gee's
case is why the Government
should not be seeking to make it
more difficult for innocent
defendants to have to prove
their innocence.” He said that
since the 1980’s the law had
allowed this kind of case to go
ahead - even when it was just
the victim's word against that of
the accused. “Darryl’s initial
trial was an absolute farce.
There was no corroborating
evidence. It was just her word
against Darryl's. The offences
are supposed to have happened
at a Huddersfield school when
Darryl was a music teacher. His
accuser was aged 10 or 11 at
the time,”

Mrs Gee said. “The 25-minute
lessons were held at 9.30 in the
morning, in an unlocked
classroom or a staff room;
anyone could have walked in at
any time. The allegations were
ludicrous. He had taught
hundreds of youngsters over
the years, but none had ever
made any complaints against
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him - apart from the girl who
became his accuser in Court.”

in 2006, Molly said:

“Darryl had a great faith
both in God and the
British judicial system. He
was always convinced he
would be cleared, but
when a second appeal
was rejected in July 2002,
it finished him. | don't
want this to happen to
anyone else.”

Molly alo said:

“No man should be jailed
for an offence such as this
on uncorroborated
evidence. This is not
compatible with being
guilty beyond reasonable
doubt, and there are other
men in prison who have
been falsely accused. I'm a
very angry lady - and will
be until | die.”

(I think Molly may have
died in 2011 in Yorkshire)

Comment
So what did our great
establishment do?

Well, | think everyone reading
this will know that things have
geared up even more to
prosecute on unsubstantiated
allegations, and the balance has
tilted to a ‘believe the victim’
mantra that has cost the lives of
many more and imprisoned

hundreds on uncorroborated
evidence. Yet, ask a minister,
and they will still say that these
instances are ‘rare’. How totally
reckless. FACT is swamped with
cases where the victim is the
accused and not the
complainant.

How many more have to die or
be imprisoned for years
because the justice system is
flawed and broken?

It is not just the famous cases
like Sir Cliff Richards, Fact's
President, Harvey Proctor,
Andrew Malkinson, and Dave
Jones, the football manager
who are wrongly accused and

taken to court; there are
hundreds of others. Like our
own, deceased members,

former teacher Simon Warr, and
Rev Roy Catchpole, both of
whom have written books on
their experience.

Brian Buckle continues his fight
for compensation, now that his
name is cleared, but is still
stained. 4

William Blackstone

Yet onward the march goes to
scoop up the innocent with the
guilty. Yes, some offenders may
go free if rules are relaxed, but

as Blackstone’s (1765) principle
states?, is this not a better result
than continually destroying and
ruining good, hard-working
families?

Life is never going to be perfect,
so let’s stop this obsession with
headlines on sexual deviance. It
has gone far enough and turned
the country into a state of
suspicion and fear where no
jury can be free of prejudice and
be expected to deliver a just
verdict when no tangible
evidence is there to convict.
Please read this CCRC, view the
many cases where a wrong
verdict has been reached and
make your ‘real possibility test’
something which is REAL and
that takes into account the
lurking doubt and the
honourable background of
those who maintain their
innocence in spite of the
heartache this will bring them. m

From our Archive
Links to past magazines that
relate to this article

David Baines

https://factuk.org/wp-content/
uploads/2008/11/faction-2-13-
1.pdf

Daryly Gee
https://factuk.org/wp-content/
uploads/2008/11/faction-3-01-
1.pdf

1. Blackstone Principle (Ratio)
"Better that ten guilty
persons escape,
than one innocent suffer"
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Green Fields

A strange day today, with my thoughts far away
Walking through the green fields on this lovely day
I'm all alone, no one insight

Pretty blue skies, sunshine so bright
Sweet-smelling flowers with beautiful colours
Reminds me of home, my family and others
Trees swaying gently in the light wary breeze
Colours of white, pink, and green leaves

As | walk through the green fields, then do | see
Lost family members waving at me

They all fade away as | get near

While everything else remains so clear - . -
This can't be reality. It must be a dream
Nothing is ever as it seems
= . A lovely little stream with water of blue A
" #* ” A little wooden fence and a rock bridge too . - »

it = I cross the rock bridge, then do | see

N A lovely white dove singing upon a tree : B ’
3 ' ' ki
e Through the green fields | continue to walk . ~_\'.TZ‘$F-,
- P G R
b e . Then, in the distance, upon a rock Rt
Yy - ..-_‘l'*;q_" = , y : ﬂ_.-.
Ak e A tall white figure looking at me f

Is this our Lord Jesus? Yes, that it be

Holding out his hand so dear

“Come nearer, my son. You have nothing to fear
You're in heaven now, a peaceful place

To you | give these wings of grace

You're a good man, my son, deserved they be

Now go with your family, be happy, run free”



9t September 2025

International Falsely Accused Day, (IFAD)

Justice for Innocent Men in Scotland (JIMS)

What Happens When Cooperation, Empathy
and a Common Goal Intertwine

by Felicity Stryjak

IFAD' is becoming a really

important day in the calendar,
with events planned for London,
Liverpool and globally, but for
reasons out of her control, the
lovely lady who organises

Liverpool had to pull out this year.

With London being too far away
for many, what could be done?

Until recently, the focus on false
accusations has been mainly in
England and Wales, but in 2025,

the light began to fall on Scotland.

Different from the rest of the UK,
the Scottish system has a
reputation for being secretive and
archaic; impenetrable to the lay
person. However, in late 2024, a
group of women visiting loved
ones in HMP Barlinnie got chatting
and had a collective light-bulb
moment - the realization that
their men-folk all had what they
believed to be crucial evidence
withheld and so had suffered what
they believe to be wrongful
convictions. They questioned how

1 IFAD Website: https://www.falselyaccusedday.com/news-updates

guilty verdicts can be entered
when there is so little in the way
of ‘real’ evidence; how the focus
of the system can be on
minimising the stress and
embarrassment of a complainer,
instead of focusing on revealing
the truth (the whole truth and
nothing but the truth).

Dorothy Bains KC, the Lord
Advocate and Scotland’s most
senior lawyer, who should be
unbiased, has often spoken of her
wish to improve the justice system
for victims of sexual crime and
often these ‘improvements’ come
at the cost of a detriment to the
accused, stifling his ability to
mount a defence.

In a nutshell, S274 and S275 of the
Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act
1995 (known as the Rape Shield
law) and the Moorov Doctrine?,
(unique to Scotland but apparent
in England and Wales in other
form), have been politically
manipulated in the effort to
increase convictions for rape and

2. The Moorov doctrine is a legal principle in Scots law that allows evidence from multiple, similar charges to corroborate each other, even if

each charge has only a single witness. This doctrine, which comes from the 1930 case Moorov v HM Advocate, allows the testimony of one

witness to support the credibility of another, creating a "mutual corroboration" if the incidents are connected in time, character, and

circumstance. It is particularly used in historical sexual assaults cases where there are no direct witnesses.
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IFAD & JEMS: Cooperation by Felicity Stryjak ....continued

sexual crime. Laws that were
intended to protect complainers
from inappropriate questioning at
trial have been exploited to the
extent that even respected
lawyers are openly questioning
the fairness of trials. Lawyers and
defendants alike complain that
exculpatory evidence is excluded
and not only are unconnected
events considered evidence to
convict, but connected events are
disregarded to the same end.

These women got together and
formed JIMS, (Justice for Innocent
Men in Scotland), and within a
very short space of time had a
very enthusiastic following.
Leading KCs such as Thomas Ross
and Tony Lenehan have also
spoken openly about their
concerns, hitherto unheard of in
the secretive world of Scottish
justice.

In June of 2025, JIMS held its first
organised protest outside
Holyrood, the Scottish Parliament
building in Edinburgh. It was
extraordinarily well attended with
about 150 participants, though as
per usual, there was limited media
attention. Another was planned
for the not-too-distant future.

e l % o

v

Falsely Accused Day: 9*" Sept - Justice for Innocent Men in Scotland (JIMS) protest outside the Scottish Parliament

The solution to the IFAD crisis
seemed obvious — with no one
experienced enough to organise
an IFAD event in Scotland, and
anyway, with limited time, would
JIMS organisers consider holding
their next protest that day? Fair
trials and concern for those falsely
accused are similar aspects of the
same issue, are they not?

There was no need to ask. With
big hearts and a common
purpose, that was already part of
their plan, so it duly happened,
and the JIMS protest took place on
IFAD (9% September) as the IFAD
protest took place in London.

Dignified, respectful and peaceful
(with the added bonus of a piper,
a uniquely Scottish touch), it
garnered much interest from the
passing public, not least of whom
were tourists. A surprising number
had heard of IFAD, and all | spoke
to expressed interest in learning
more about it AND, of course, in
learning more about the issues
specific to JIMS. Even the Police
Liaison Officer allocated to the
protest expressed an interest in
the day’s aims and objectives and
seemed to appreciate the
information. Yes, Officer, any
woman could take it into her head

to accuse you of sexual assault,
and you’d get suspended while it
was ‘investigated’ at the very
least. By the look on his face, that
was a new and worrying thought.
Cars tooted and occupants waved

their support the whole time.

It’s all about raising awareness,
and there was a LOT of that going
on all day. As so often at these
events, there was a continual
chatter between participants and
sharing of stories, some of which
were particularly heart-rending.
Hearing about a UK citizen
incarcerated in a foreign jail on
the basis of a demonstrably false
allegation, talking to his heart-
broken sister and elderly mother
desperate for help but unable to
find any, reinforces the fact that
the issues are global and affect all
nationalities, even British people
abroad.

There can be no denying that
there has been conflict between
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JIMS and a rival/opposing
pressure group called JEMS,
(Justice for Exploited and
Mistreated Survivors), specifically
formed recently to specifically
target JIMS, and a small number
of JEMS supporters were present
as a counter-protest. However, the
opening speech by the JIMS
representative, Kirsty, made
absolutely crystal clear that the
aims of JIMS are entirely to do
with the fairness of trials and not,
in any way, to condemn genuine
victims. Chants directed at the
JIMS protest — didn’t help.

It takes a special kind of strength
to endure all that has come the
way of the JIMS organisation, but
they are strong people who will
one day, | am sure, be on the right
side of history. JIMS protestors
faced all with dignity and
decorum, and the question has to
be asked — why would anyone
argue against a fight for fair trials?
Don't fair trials benefit genuine
victims as much as defendants
(guilty or innocent)? Isn’t a safe
verdict in the interests of all? The
JEMS group has valid concerns -
but conflict doesn’t help. One can
argue all day about who threw the
first insult — but it doesn’t help.

Dr Stuart Waiton, an esteemed
academic at Abertay University,
made a powerful speech, pointing
out that Scotland no longer has a
Criminal Justice System, it has a
Victim Justice System, and
highlighted the way that the
whole justice system, from police
to lawyers to judges, has slipped
from talking about a complainer
to talking about a victim. Calling a
person a victim before a verdict
undermines justice, and the policy
of ‘believe the victim’ also

referred to in the highest circles
does the same.

These issues pertain to England
and Wales in equal measure and
cement the common ground
between JIMS and IFAD. Academic
papers, law enforcers and law
makers alike talk only about a
better system for the complainer,
nothing about being better for the
accused, demonstrating that
feminism, ideology and radicalism
have corrupted the legal systems
of the UK, every country now
connected with IFAD and more.

And the world is
waking up.
Banksy and his art
could not have been
more pertinent,
or its removal
more telling.

In contrast to previous years and
protests, the BBC was reporting on
the JIMS protest within 2 hours of
the start, and reporters and
photographers were filming and
interviewing for most of the time

that the protest took place. It
remains to be seen how much
makes the airwaves, but the
Herald Newspaper had two
separate articles published in each
of its editions on that day.
Kathleen Nutt, The Herald’s
political reporter, has written on
the topic before and is being true
to her promise to write more. She
takes pains to be balanced and
fair. The BBC camera crew, too. We
cannot ask for more.

It is clear that ‘the IFAD/JIMS
effect’ regarding the day will last
for a while yet as X and Facebook
posts are made over the next few
days and long may it continue.

The day was exhilarating but
exhausting. An unexpected
highlight was driving away from
Holyrood a little before everyone
else, with the sound of other
passing cars tooting their horns in
support ringing in our ears. |
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Heaven and Hell!!

This modern-day witch hunt h s to stop; it’s getting out of control

They've already taken my life om me, and now they want my soul

A ] 8
Feel like I'm living in a black ? complete madness surrounds

Screams from Hell fills my ears; Hell don’t have no sounds

 The demons say you're guilty no matter what they're told

)! As the BBl ssends you spiralling into a big black hole

!i!".l" '-innocéht until proven guilty, c’'mon, you are having a laugh

i Hell is where you're heading my friends, straight down the devil's path
I won't give up my fight for innocence even though it may take years
My beautlful wife keeps me ﬁghtmg}il cry innocent tears

Innoce‘nt&men are given no chance; it aétually makes you sick

The wrath of God is coming soon to strik \f/; Il those wicks

God really knows who told the truth; theréj oubt about that

The demons I»a\ggw:s kidnapped ando m\ N ve spat

God will come and f the mnocent it's only a matter of e

‘\.
Then all those crooked demons W|I| drown in their own slime.

The bastards lied and took_me away from the people that | love
They knew that | was innocent, but they didn't give a care

“This man is innocent”, and this we know, but who really gives a toss?-_""-._
\
"1\"
I’'m an innocent man who you have used and made me the scum of this land

Just throw te bastard in prison; it's not our loss

You threw me in hell, falsely accused, and buried me in the sand

It’s a very sad time\i_n this day and age when the innocent have no say

All we want is our lives back and to live happily day by day

We must all stand-up to this corrupt justice system, get people to notice; people to listen

A lie detector test we would be willing to take to show our innocence and that we ain't fake.
For now, I'm just existing in this world filled with hate

But at least I'll be the one allowed through Heaven's Gate

Please take care my innocent friends, this is another story ends.
BJA

N.B. 'Wicks' is short for wicked people
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International Falsely Accused Day 2025:
A Global Peaceful Protest for Justice

A Report of the London event by Lyn Crabtree

On September 9, 2025, International Falsely
Accused Day (IFAD)—the only global day
dedicated to the wrongfully accused—dawned
brightly in London. Despite a disruptive tube
strike, over 100 supporters gathered at the Royal
Courts of Justice (RCJ), their spirits undeterred.
Now a movement spanning 20 countries,
including Argentina, Spain, India, and Scotland,
IFAD drew onlookers who stopped to hear our
voices resonate.

We gathered in the George pub to meet the
speakers; for many, it was their first in-person
meeting after connecting online, sparking
emotional reunions. As IFAD’s founder, I felt the
weight of my first London demonstration, a
milestone in our fight against systemic injustice.
Argentine guests Patricia and Ruben, who
travelled so far to join us, interviewed me and our
speakers about IFAD’s origins and their own
stories, broadcasting to Latin America and
Europe—an honour reflecting our global reach.

At 2 pm, we met outside the Royal Court of
Justice (RCJ), ready to speak the truth. Sheila,
from the FAD steering group, introduced me, and I
shared our purpose: to amplify the voices of the
falsely accused, a community bound by a shared
struggle. Our speakers delivered powerful
messages from personal and expert perspectives.

Christopher Logan of the Yellow Butterfly Group
passionately supported Lucy Letby, the nurse
convicted in 2023 of infant murders, now under
review by the Criminal Cases Review
Commission after a 2025 expert report found no
evidence of foul play.

Michael Thompson, himself falsely accused,
founder of the Falsely Accused Network, spoke of
false allegations within domestic violence cases
and their devastating impact.

Krista Brown shared her nine-year ordeal with
HMRUC, falsely accused of fraud, causing her
health conditions and ongoing trauma.

Tom Toolan spoke movingly about parental
alienation, detailing his fight to reunite with his
daughter, unlawfully taken to Poland in 2018.

Anna Doherty, founder of Spoken Injustice, called
for balance in the justice system, a plea that
resonated deeply.

Dr Michael Naughton, a University of Bristol
expert on wrongful convictions, highlighted the
absence of a presumption of innocence in sexual
offence trials.

Brian Buckle, wrongfully convicted in 2017 and
exonerated in 2023 after a retrial, shared his
gruelling appeals process and ongoing battle for
compensation, noting the government has agreed
to review his compensation case.

A Q&A followed, with Jonathan King adding
humour, referencing Banksy’s recent RCJ mural—
a judge attacking a protester, confirmed on
Instagram as a critique of state power.

Dr Kevin Felstead closed with insights on false
memories, drawing from his work exposing
psychotherapy-induced false accusations.

Spoken Injustice has recorded the event; it's
available on their YouTube channel. It captures
our call for justice reform, presumption of
innocence, and an end to the devastation of false
accusations.

Despite the tube strike, the turnout of over 100

voices, joined by engaged onlookers, made IFAD
2025 a powerful, peaceful protest, uniting diverse
stories across 20 nations in a global fight for truth. m

-
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Mike Thompson, founder of the Falsely Accused
Network, speaking about domestic violence
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edLroYLBIZE

The Fear

We are the forgotten ones, the falsely accused, the ones that get battered, done over and used

We get found guilty of a crime that isn't there, with the justice system that thinks that's fair.

The fear sets in as your life disappears, they rip out your heart, leave your family in tears

I now live in FEAR with my life on the line, after being found guilty of a false crime.

Many lies were told, and | was sold, and now I'm just dying in fear!

I’'ve not done the crime, so why make me do the time, and take my life away from me?

Please let me get back to my family that care, the ones who miss me and need me to be there

They believed the lives that they were told, the truth means nothing to you

They fear the truth from an innocent man, but this is nothing new

Why is money and revenge so important to these women? In my life, it's love that counts

They sit there with their compensation, as miscarriages of justice mounts
When will they listen to the innocent men and let them have their say?
Never is the answer, my friends, corruption leads the way

Why is everyone so blind to the farce? It could happen to them one day
Then they will know how it feels to have everything taken away

This compensation has to stop; it's only feeding the lies

While the genuine victims out there, hidden are their cries

Stop the compensations and watch the accusations fall

Because if there is no money, there will be nothing for them at all

The falsely accused and the genuine victims, we're the ones that pay
While the liars and the guilty ones get paid for what they say

The justice system is so corrupt, it's way beyond belief

You don't get to prove your innocence; so-called victims are believed

Us innocent men that told the truth, our words were all in vain

And now they've got us living in fear, that this all happens again

They'll be scared to admit they made a mistake, but | will fight till the end
To the falsely accused men out there, this message | will send

Please, dear friends, don't you be afraid to shed that innocent tear
Cause one of the worst things in this world is to live in FEAR!

Another sad story ends

Please take care genuine victims and innocent friends

BJA.
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We live in an era that stands
apart from any that have come
before, distinguished by

numerous  unique  charac-
teristics. One of the most sig-
nificant changes has been the
rapid advancement of tech-
nology, which has profoundly
affected the lives of everyone in
society. People have responded
in different ways: some have
these

and mastered the various online

embraced innovations
tasks required in modern life,
while others have struggled to
keep up and, as a result, have
been left behind.

For many members of the older
generation, the sheer number
and complexity of modern
devices can be bewildering. The
variety of available technology
is vast, ranging from virtual
reality games to automated
and driverless

homes cars.

Navigating these new
inventions can be a daunting
prospect for those who grew up
in a very different time.

An unprecedented level of
surveillance and connectivity

also marks today’s society. For

instance, the widespread use of
CCTV coverage in the UK
means that it is almost
impossible for anyone to move
their
whereabouts being tracked. In
addition,

network allows for the precise

about without

the mobile phone

pinpointing of an individual’s
device whenever required.
These technological advances
have altered society beyond
recognition when compared to
the days of the 1940s through to
the 1960s. The changes are so
profound that it is easy to

countless other

i’

examples that have contributed

identify

N

to this transformation. For those
of us who grew up during the
1960s, there may be a tendency
to look back fondly and feel that
“those were the days” — perhaps
the best ever. Such reflections
highlight the dramatic contrast
between past and present and
serve as a reminder of how far
society has come in just a few
decades.

Another noticeable change is
the increased attention given to
issues of sexual deviance and

Recent CPS
statistics indicate that, over the

promiscuity.

past seven years, there has been
a rise of more than 200% in rape
cases referred for charges—
escalating from approximately
900 in 2018 to 3,400 by March
2025. Similarly, there has been
an upward trend in crimes
against individuals, as well as a
growing number of
safeguarding concerns, since
the introduction of new
guidance under the 1989
Children Act in 2020. While
these targeted strategies are
commendable for enhancing
public safety, it is also
important to consider the
measures in place to protect
innocent  individuals  from
being inadvertently implicated
during efforts to identify and
prosecute offenders. How can

society know for sure?

Many of the individuals whom
FACT supports and advises
have either been falsely accused
themselves or have a family

These
become

member who |has.

individuals  have
entangled in systems designed
to apprehend genuine offenders
who  require  appropriate
punishment and removal from
mainstream society. In the effort
to protect the public from
sexual

predators, significant

measures have been
implemented both to safeguard
individuals and to bring

perpetrators to justice, resulting
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in a court system now burdened
by case backlogs.

Determining innocence or guilt

remains a complex issue.
Forensic science has advanced
considerably since the early
with

fingerprints marking one of the

days of  policing,

first major breakthroughs;
today, additional technologies
are available. DNA evidence
and CCTV
contributed to the conviction of

footage have
many offenders by providing
definitive proof of wrongdoing.
However, challenges arise
when such evidence is absent,
and cases rely solely on the
testimony of one individual

alleging assault.

Historically, a lack  of
corroborating evidence often

meant charges were not
brought forward, allowing
some offenders to escape

prosecution. This is no longer
always the case; courts may
now convict individuals even
when tangible evidence is
lacking. While it is important
that offenders do not evade
accountability simply due to a
lack of witnesses, this shift
raises the critical question: how
can we ascertain guilt or
innocence in such
circumstances, and how can a
jury reach a just verdict?

Society knows, from un-
disputed successful appeals to
the Supreme Court, that some
verdicts reached have been

seriously flawed and

completely wrong. During
these initial trials, no doubt the
prosecutor had managed to
convince a jury of a person’s
guilt, even without tangible
evidence,  perhaps  using
circumstantial evidence and/or
hearsay. Perhaps they have
profiled a person as a predator
due to their life habits, or they
have used innuendo,
probability and opportunity to
convince the twelve jurors that

the person in the dock must be
guilty.

prison and may well tempt the
accused, especially as the
painful process of a trial is then
removed. This affects not only
the factually guilty but also the
innocent, though we find the
latter are much less likely to
accept this offer. Is this justice?
Can it be said that the outcome
is correct, it is lawful, but is it
ethical and satisfactory all

around?

Negolialing
a Plea Bargain

In some cases, there have been
plea bargains where an accused
person has been offered a
lighter sentence in exchange for
a guilty plea to a segment of the
whole counts they were
charged with. This plea bargain
is often enforced by the
prosecution  and  defence
barristers, who point out that a
guilty plea now would ensure a
much lighter sentence than if
things go wrong in court. It can

mean a significant reduction in

The current justice system is
further
emergence of a

complicated by the
pervasive
culture of blame and shame.
Society has witnessed a marked
and undeniable surge in tort
law, as evidenced by the
proliferation of compensation
claims. The familiar adage,
“where there is blame, there is a

claim,” captures the essence of
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this trend. It has embedded
itself not only within the legal
sphere but also in the
experiences of those who suffer
misfortune, whether through
accidents or other unfortunate
events. For many, encountering
this phenomenon has become
almost unavoidable.

Organisations across society are
increasingly anxious about the
possibility of making mistakes,
resulting in overly cautious and
sometimes absurd warnings.
Examples include employees
being discouraged from
changing a light bulb for fear of
injury and subsequent lawsuits,
or the prohibition of placing

candles on birthday cakes in the

office. =~ Such  precautionary
measures, while seemingly
trivial, reflect a  deeper

apprehension that permeates
workplaces.

Of  greater consequence,
however, are the safeguarding
protocols that institutions such
as hospitals and schools,
alongside the wider population,
are now compelled to follow. In
today’s climate, intervening to
assist a child in distress or after
carries

a bicycle accident

significant  risks; acts  of
kindness and care are
susceptible to misin-
terpretation. The environment
has become so fraught that
teachers refrain from offering
comforting hugs for fear that
their could Dbe

misconstrued. In essence, what

intentions

were once simple gestures of

care and reassurance are now
with
highlighting the profound effect

viewed suspicion,
of a blame-and-shame culture
on everyday interactions. It is
these suspicions and genuine
acts of concern and kindness
that have left many individuals
who come to FACT at odds with
their
special attention or befriending

employers.  Showing

is considered unacceptable.

W

When something goes missing

from an elderly patient's

people
quick to blame the carer in
then
suspended,

possessions, can be

attendance, who is
immediately
despite having previously had
an unblemished 20-year career
as a carer. These and similar
events break people. Teachers
their
professions and lose all trust

and carers  leave
and faith in society to treat them
fairly. Almost all will suffer
trauma and ill health, with
PTSD now defining their lives.
Probability, or should we say,
possibility, will be used instead
of evidence to reach a
conclusion. This remarkable
shift in dealing with complaints
and other observations has now
lodged itself firmly in society

and has led the justice system to

imprison many an innocent
individual.

Should the current approach of
prosecuting all complaints and
accusations persist? In today’s
climate, media speculation and
public scrutiny often drive
headlines, placing pressure on
governments  to  prioritise
prosecution, sometimes at the
expense of justice. It is time to
reconsider this trend and
restore the  foundational
principles of British justice.
William Blackstone’s assertion
that it is better for ten guilty
individuals to go free than for
one innocent person to be
wrongly convicted was
intended to protect the innocent
and uphold the presumption of

innocence.

Currently, juries and the Crown

appear
predisposed

Prosecution Service
increasingly
under-

toward conviction,

mining these principles.

Practices such as isolating
defendants in courtrooms can
imply guilt before a trial even
begins. The rise in wrongful
convictions, particularly for

sexual offences, is deeply
concerning. Jury members can
often be influenced by personal
connections to cases due to the
high volume of such cases in
today’s society. Deliberations in
the  jury room  remain
confidential, making outcomes
difficult to

understand. In some instances,

scrutinise and
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verdicts can contradict the
evidence, and the burden of
proof has shifted from the
prosecution to the defendant,
who is now expected to prove
their

impossible

innocence—a virtually
task when only

personal testimony is available.

In such cases, the court should
err on the side of the defendant,
reaffirming Blackstone’s
principle and the presumption

of innocence.

Do judges give a balanced and
fair summing up in all cases?
Many FACT callers I have
spoken with have pointed out
that vital points have often been
missed and that they have
detected a slant towards guilt.
Judges must give directions on
the law, including that the
burden of proof rests with the
prosecution and that the
defendant

innocence.

need not prove

Juries are given
notes to follow on the law, but
are these fully understood or
referred to? In the current
climate, there is a moral panic
often fuelled by the media to rid
society of all sexual predators.
This panic has to be in the mind
of all jurors as it is not possible
to ignore it. How then can these
individuals perform some type
of mental gymnastics and lay
aside all  opinions and
prejudices to form a complete
and unbiased view of the
defendant? We know that in the
past, those who have been

sexually and physically abused

have not had their voices heard
and that they were, in the main,
ignored. Today, however, the
pendulum has swung too far in
the opposite direction to the
point that they believe all
philosophy within the police
force has encouraged malicious
allegations for a multitude of
vengeful reasons. That same
pendulum swing, together with
the encouragement and lure of
compensation from litigation
firms advertising in prisons and
the media, has also contributed
to erroneous claims of abuse, as
well as the flawed recovered
memory illusions, which also
end up in a court. There has to
be greater protection for those
innocent people caught up in
this frenzy.

It is as though
society now
accepts that

miscarriages of

justice are
acceptable.

Prisons are now populated by
hundreds,
who have been sent there

if not thousands,

wrongly. They have naively
believed the justice
would find the truth. In reality,
it did not reach a just outcome,

system

and another miscarriage of

justice occurred. It is as though
society

now accepts that

miscarriages of justice are

acceptable and that the process
of the appeal system will
resolve this. It's quite possible
that jurors believe that if they
convict in error, there is a way
for the defendant to appeal, and
that it is safer to err on the side
of guilt even when there is scant
or no tangible evidence at all to
confirm the deed took place.
Such is life in today's advanced
society; an advance which
seems to have left behind the
principles of fairness and
integrity. Today we live in a
society led by the media,
riddled with fake news,
obsessed with the downfall of
the great and the good, and hell
bent on self-preservation and
getting the best: instant results
and Google-led information
direct trends. I think the justice
system reflects this, and like
many other institutions of this
country, seems to have lost out
to modern thinking in the name
of progress, woke ideology, and
the blame culture. Only when it
reaches rock bottom will change
be forthcoming. It's a little bit
like the proverbial frog sitting in
a pan of warming water; society
has not seen the gradual change
in temperature until it is too late
to reverse it. Meanwhile, the
justice system, like other broken
institutions, carries on
regardless, refusing to learn
from its mistakes, ignoring the
facts and evidence in front of
them and being allowed to
carry on because the population
of this land are either ignorant
of it or could not be bothered,

that is, until it affects them. @
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Book Review | False Accusation
Support Journal

This is not your usual book, it is a ‘Guided
False Accusation Support Journal Writing Journal For Those Affected by
Wrongful or Unjust Allegations’. Therefore it
is designed to help a falsely accused person
reflect on their experiences and present
circumstances. Inside the book are
reflective questions and large spaces to put
thoughts down. See an example on the page
opposite (the actual size is A4).

On the back of the book it states:

‘If you or someone you care about is living
through the trauma of a false accusation,
this supportive journal offers a safe space to
begin processing the complex emotions that
often follow. Whether you are living under
suspicion or preparing for trial, this
supportive journal provides guided prompts
and spaces for reflection to begin making
sense of it all.

Inside you will find:
Space to tell your truth

Writing prompts for grief, anger, fear
and isolation

Mood tracking, optional writing
activities and words of encouragement

A dedicated section for those facing trial
and fearing wrongful conviction

False Accusation

Helpful resources including UK-based

SllppOI’t Journal: helplines and support websites
Who it is for:
bY S Gardiner Suitable for any type of false accusation
Designed for men, women and
Publisher: Independently Published teenagers
Published: August 2025 Helpful for those feeling unheard,
Paperback: £15.99(50 pages) (Amazon) isolated, judged or overwhelmed

Reviewed by the editor
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Book Review: False Accusation Journal Continued ...

Whether you are at the start of
this journey or deep within it, the
False Accusation Support Journal
honours your experience without
judgment. It is a companion for
difficult days. Use the writing
pages to gather your thoughts,
process your emotions and
express your truth.

You are not alone.

This journal is here to provide
space for your voice, your
strength and your truth'.

A journal is a safe and private
space to help a person express
themselves, to understand their
feelings, and maybe, at a future
time, to reread what they wrote
and reflect.

This journalling book is a tool for
a falsely accused person to use as
they wish, skipping questions
they feel they are not ready to
answer and only they can decide
if they want to revisit those
questions at another time.
Journalling, like writing a diary, is
a personal and private activity, it
is not designed to be used with or
shared with another person,
unless the owner wishes to.

This book is not for everyone, but
for those who do use it, they will
find it therapeutic and it will help
them to focus their mind and
thoughts and to give perspective
to their experiences, thoughts,
and emotions. W

Section 4: Loss, Anger & Grief

“Grief is not just for death — it is for what we have been robbed of.

when you are faced with a false accusation your life can change beyond recognition In
aninstant. Being falsely accused can shatter more than just your reputation — it can
quietly dismantle parts of your life that once felt safe and secure. You may have lost
relationships, work, freadom, trust, or even your sense of self. These are not small things
and they deserve to be grieved, Anger might be felt alongside that grief — raw, burning,
often silenced or misunderstocd. This section invites you to acknowledge what has been
taken from you, to give voice to any fury that has arlsen and to let yourself grieve the life
you had before the accusation came. This is a place where even the hardest emotions

are allowed to exist.

What have you lost because of this? For example, relationships, career,
reputation, peace, freedom...

Where are you in the five stages of grief? (Denial, anger, bargaining,
depression and acceptance — often referred to as the Kibler-Ross model) These stages
may be experlenced in different orders, stages might be missed or revisited,

The above example of the content layout is not the exact size.

The true size is A4 (the same size as this magazine)
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Book Review  Beyond NFA

On the back page it states:

“No Further Action." Three words
BEYOND NFA that should bring closure. But for

many falsely accused of serious
crimes, they mark the start of a

. . : different struggle.
Rebuilding, - ; g8

Life after an NFA isn’t about relief; it’s
about silence, suspicion, and the
wreckage left behind. Friendships
fractured. Careers lost. Mental
health in tatters. And no-one tells
you what to do next.

This book picks up where the legal
system leaves off. It offers clarity,
reassurance, and practical guidance
for those trying to rebuild after the
storm. From managing fear and
isolation to finding work again and
making sense of damaged
relationships, it’s a guide for those
quietly surviving something they
never should’ve faced in the first
place.

Because being told it’s over doesn’t
mean it feels that way.

C.J Shaw

C J Shaw wrote this book for people who have

Beyond NFA received an NFA letter, because ‘there is little out
Rebuil ding your life there for people in this position’,
by C J Shaw In ten short chapters, this very readable book is

full of wisdom and practical advise, covering the
following topics:

ISBN: 979-8899656781

Publisher: Staten House ‘
Published: August 2025 2. Mental Health - What you are carrying and

hat do about it.
Paperback: £7.99 (69 pages) (Amazon) what you can do about

1. The NFA doesn't erase the experience

3.  What now? Making sense of the shock

Reviewed by the CditOl‘ 4. Friends, family and fallout
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Book Review: Beyond NFA Continued ...

5. Social media and the Internet that
doesn’t forget

6. Relationships, trust and finding
purpose again

7. The law might be done, but you’re not

8. Rebuilding confidence and finding
purpose again

9. Getting back into work

10. You're still here - now what?

C J Shaw'’s style is very straight forward, for
example, on page 63 he says, "Let's not
sugar coat it. False allegations wreck lives."

“Let’s not sugar coat it.
False allegations wreck lives.”

He does not leave it here, he gives practical
advice and hope. He is realistic, knowing
that turning the clock back to a perceived
‘perfect life’ is not feasible, nor is doing
nothing, a paralysis that the trauma of
being falsely accused can induce, resulting
in sleepless nights, fearing another early
morning knock, and thinking, "will come
back"?

“will it all come back?”

Shaw gives very sound advice and although
he does not mention it in his book, |
suspect that this book is based on his own
personal experience.

For anybody who is in the position of
having an NFA, | highly recommend that
you buy it. By reading it, you will not only
gain sound advice, but a realisation that
you are not alorm.

Some quotes from the book

The moment you hear about those words — “No
Further Action” - it should be a relief. In some
ways, it is. The cloud of a criminal charge lifts.
You're not going to court. You're not facing prison.
But for most people who've been falsely accused,
what follows isn't peace — it’s paralysis. (p21)

An NFA letter might be the end of the police
investigation, but it's not the end of your story -
and for many, it's not even the end of the legal or
official process you'll have to face. (45)

This bit is about the deepest wound of all: trust.
Because once you have been falsely accused ... it
leaves a crack in your foundations. Everything
feels shaky after that. (39)

Here’s the truth that's hardest to swallow: most
people who make false allegations never face
consequences. They go back to their lives, while
you're left cleaning up the mess. (p.49)

For some, going back to the old job isn't just
hard—it's impossible. Maybe the door’s closed. ...
This can be a chance—if you let it. (p59)
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Also Supporting Victims of Unfounded Allegations

We are happy to introduce other organisations, where you may find additional information / support:

F.A.S.O. - False Allegations Support Organisation - www.false-allegations.org.uk

A voluntary organisation that offers clear information, practical advice, and emotional support to
anyone affected by false allegations of abuse. Helpline: 03335 779 377

FAW - False Allegation Watch https://empowerinnocent.wixsite.com/website

False Allegations Watch (FAW) is an Empowering the Innocent (ETI) project that was set up,in
September 2022, by Dr Michael Naughton of University of Bristol Innocence Project.

FALCttE - Falsely Accused Letters to the Establishment (FALttE)
Falsely Accused Letters to the Establishment (FALHE) is a letter-writing campaign group and has
been running as a group on Facebook since early 2019.

Accused.Me.UKk - https://accused.me.uk/
Accused.me.uk supports anyone who has been deliberately framed, for as long as they maintain
their innocence.

rilIEMOI!Y o MEMORY & INJUSTICE
Memory and Injustice is an independent consultancy which
INJUSTICE

provides help and support to the falsely accused. Typically, the
accusers claimed to have ‘recovered’ memories of past child
abuse following regression therapy or hypnotherapy, or other
dubious therapeutic techniques, having previously had no
memories of ever being abused. This is completely different from
genuine victims who can remember the trauma all too well.

Wirgnglul Aceusations in b Uinsed Kingomn

Website: https://memoryandinjustice.co.uk/

SRR U | «—> Book Reviewed: FACTnews Spring 2024 - page 39

Richard Webster’s Website

Very sadly, Richard died in June 2011, after suffering heart failure during the night.

Richard researched and wrote about many of the issues central to FACT’s work. He was very
farsighted and decades ahead in his realisation of the truth. He was also involved with FACT in
the early days.

archive copy of richardwebster.net
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“ 1 )| SOLICITORS
L JILTD

Daniel Berke is one of the most sought-after solicitors for individuals facing allegations of
sexual nature in the civil, criminal and appellate courts.

His experience includes acting in some of the highest profile sex cases brought against
public figures and celebrities. Daniel has been consulted by politicians about proposed
changes to the law regarding anonymity for suspects in sex cases.

He has been widely quoted and interviewed in the media on this subject.

3D Solicitors are proud to support the work of FACT
Contact:

W: www.3d-solicitors.com E: info@3d-solicitors.com T: 0161 250 5766
Queen’s Chambers, 5 John Dalton Street, Manchester M2 6ET

McCormacks

Here to help. Not to Judge

Solicitors and Advocates specialistcases?mccormacks.co.uk

Bespoke Defence legal services to pro ibility who are
vulnerable to accusations of © sconduct. Spe sexual offences and

;'II'L_‘_.'.-:lr.n]_' 1 gical abuse.

We defend those within the teaching, medical, caring and other pastoral professions before and throughout
any investigation of alleged wrongdoing and in court proceedings or before a professional body including

Intervention and representations wherever possible before interview to avoid the need for formal arrest and
:.."ll" I.'\l:'\ll1.‘-l\.'|.|lll\.'."|l 15 l.'.'l11l."|1 f||i|||11' bram s ]'l armest,

Firm advice and help before and dunng interviews so clients are fully aware of nghts and entitlements and
able to make the best choices Lo protect reputations and minimise risk during investigalion

[ ] hpn—":'l.’lh.-l ﬂ""ll'l".-\d"l'lt.’l':lll"l'l and active defence where |'l|.:-|||.'1:- IHI.'!!.WI.'i. I |'II|'|--r-l."||I|U-|'|

TE]eph{me 020 7600 D000 I 0161 641 155 I 0121 296 6930

24hr arrest defence

Ask for Alison Todd, Andrew Palazzo, Gavin Kendall or Max Anwar

McCimmacks Labe LI 15 o S of sl ki bors. and a e Ly, R Mo (4833121 Bagland and Wakm. Regd

how, Fanurity Phicse 3 Bomdord Raad Lordon K108 Aathotiasd arad Rigubaed by ihe Sobeion Regalaibin duheriy o 23000
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Facing Allegations in Contexts of Trust

We are here to listen,
support, &
help.

~( Helpline: 0333 335 5827 |

N.B. This is a legal helpline for England and Wales only and only at the following times;
Weekdays.10 am to 3 pm and on Saturdays, 10 am to 1 pm
Please note this number is chargeable, please check with your provider for call charges.

For general help please email; sec@factuk.org or call 0333 335 5934 Mon - Thursday, 10am to 4pm
Consider phoning the Samaritans on 116 123 if your need is urgent. /

FAGIHERICCadillyiBusinessiGentre;: :
er C'Aldow Enterprise H:Jm uLuwu:m ter, Vi 24



https://factuk.org/

