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White Flag of Jus�ce!
by
Brian Hudson
FACT’s Coordinator

Behind my late aunt’s house in Ramsbo�om on the
outskirts of Bury stands an amazing monument. It
stands 128 feet high on Holcombe hill and overlooks
the village of Holcombe and Ramsbo�om. The top of
its 148 steps, if ascended, will reward the visitor with
views across Manchester, Cheshire and North Wales.
The monument is only opened infrequently and at one
�me there used to be a white flag which would be
flown from the tower when visitors could access it.
Quite ironic really as this monument is known as the
Peel monument and erected to commemorate the
Conserva�ve poli�cian Sir Robert Peel who reformed
criminal law, established the Metropolitan Police
Service as well as driving the aboli�on of the Corn
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Laws. He is regarded as the father of modern Bri�sh
Policing. The flying of the white flag almost suggests
surrender of the monument’s symbolism which stands
erect for jus�ce and truth. On my visits to Bury over
the years to a�end their wonderful market I o�en
stare at this monument and remember when my uncle
took me up there. It causes me to think upon how Sir
Robert would view the police service today and would
he consider a rebuild. Peel died on the 2nd July 1850
leaving behind him a legacy which demonstrated his
ideals for fairness.
Reforms did not stop or start with Peel of course and
others who preceded him had much to do with the
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rights and judgements of the people of this country.
especially when facing accusa�ons of a criminal
nature. One thing that has been a corner stone of
jus�ce is the presump�on of Innocence. This has been
a legal principle now for many years. It is there to
protect the innocent and to ensure that no one is
assumed to be guilty of any offense without due
process taking place through the now well-established
court system. This has not always been the case and
prior to the signing of the Magna Carta, (known as The
Great Charter) a person could be found guilty of an

King John signs the Magna Carta in 1215

offence at the whim of the sovereign or designated
official. The implementa�on of the Charter was not
achieved easily however and it took years of struggle
before what we know today as ‘the rule of law’ and
our current judicial system began to emerge. Clause
39 of the document provided that “no free man” (at
the �me, this mainly meant the barons) could be
imprisoned, lose his possessions or be “deprived of his
standing in any way … except by the lawful judgment
of his equals or by the law of the land”. Clause 40 of
Magna Carta also described principles we con�nue to
value and a�empt to follow today: in this provision the
King agreed not to “sell … deny or delay right or
jus�ce.” The barons who were making the agreement
with the King were to have equal access to jus�ce and
to be able to assert their rights without regard to their
financial status and without having to pay for that
right. Furthermore, King John apparently agreed that
jus�ce should not be delayed and that court hearings
should occur within a reasonable �me. (Davison “Law
Now”)

‘presumed innocent
un�l proven guilty’
Without wishing to give anyone a history lesson it is
perhaps useful to know and understand how past
principles and development have affected and
infected our current situa�on. The presump�on of
Innocence for example is a legal principle first
men�oned and brought into common law by Sir
William Garrow who was an English barrister and
poli�cian in the 18th century. He frequently defended
clients and introduced the phrase ‘presumed innocent
un�l proven guilty’. It is largely regarded that Garrow
had a big effect on the modern-day adversarial court
system and his efforts to defend clients also led to his
influence on ‘rules of evidence’ and the best evidence
rule.
Why, one may ask, could this be relevant now? If one
looks at the whole ques�on of evidence upon which
our modern-day CPS makes decisions to prosecute and
the evidence upon which prosecu�on will make its
case it perhaps does become clear. In terms of court
proceedings most would agree that evidence can be
defined as that which is deemed as truthful
informa�on which will assist a jury to decide the guilt
of the accused and the truth of a case. Evidence can
take the form of oral statements, witness statements,
forensic evidence, expert witness evidence, tangible
evidence and circumstan�al evidence. In all cases it
was that such was the seriousness of going to court
where a person’s life could be ruined forever it was
necessary for a case to be proven beyond a reasonable
doubt. In other words, suppor�ng evidence, such as
examples listed above, should be required to support
the tes�mony of the person accusing another of a
crime. .
Anyone who has been convicted of a historical crime
of abuse that they did not commit will probably be
able to tell you that no real or tangible evidence was
produced, no witnesses to the alleged event were
produced, no circumstan�al evidence was produced
and there was no confession or documented evidence
to support the claimant’s case. This of course is the
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reason why many abuse and rape cases in the past were
not prosecuted, chiefly lack of evidence and criminal
perpetrators of these crimes against the person would
have gone without punishment except in cases where
more tangible, forensic, or witness evidence was
produced. The current situa�on since the nine�es has
changed this and the pendulum has swung the other
way. Whilst it was clear that something needed to be
done and that those abused should have access to jus�ce
with the abusers being caught and punished, the
inten�on surely would not have been to also scoop up
the innocent. This however is what has happened and all
the struggles for the law and jus�ce to be fair and
balanced have been overlooked. I am sure that
campaigners and pillars of past society like Peel and
Garrow would be horrified to realise that the
presump�on of innocence in certain case has been put to
one side.

Sir Richard Henriques

Henriques says the
“instruc�on to believe
complainants has overridden the duty to
inves�gate objec�vely
and effec�vely” and that
“believing the vic�m”
“strikes at the very core of
the criminal jus�ce
process”.
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The current policy which the police have who are
instructed to ‘believe everything’ seems to fly in the face
of balance and nullify a neutral stance from where to
start an inves�ga�on. How, I ask, can a policy and
a�tude which treats an accused as guilty from the start
be compa�ble with the presump�on of innocence un�l
proved guilty? How can this policy honour and keep safe
the findings of the past which led to our jus�ce system
being seen as the best model in the world? The truth is,
it can’t. It has been seen by some of our judges that
safeguards have been eroded, notably by Sir Richard
Henriques who was asked to conduct a review into the
flawed Opera�on Midland carried out by the
Metropolitan Police. This inves�ga�on by the Met Police
sought to bring convic�ons based on the tes�mony of a
person referred to as ‘Nick’ who made claims of sexual
abuse and murder. This Nick who we now know as Carl
Beech was believed by the police who set forth to arrest
and prove that his fantasy stories were true. This is the

crux of the ma�er that s�ll con�nues to blight the
jus�ce system. Sir Richard made many
recommenda�ons following this failed Metropolitan
Police extremely flawed inves�ga�on, none of which
have been implemented. In FACTion November 2016 we
stated that this report is, to put it mildly, scathing of the
way in which such allega�ons have been inves�gated in
recent years. Henriques is par�cularly cri�cal of the
choice of language used by the police and others in the
criminal jus�ce system to describe complainants.
Complainants are being wrongly called “vic�ms”. This
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prejudges the conclusion of inves�ga�ons before they
have even started, which in turn may bias the minds of
detec�ves in the way they search (or don’t search) for
evidence that could prove the innocence of the
accused.
Furthermore, the official stance of the police to
“believe the vic�m” must stop. Henriques says the
“instruc�on to believe complainants has over-ridden
the duty to inves�gate objec�vely and effec�vely” and
that “believing the vic�m” “strikes at the very core of
the criminal jus�ce process”. Strong words indeed, but
the wrongfully accused have said this all along and
have not been heard.

FACT is inundated with cases
where the accused is
completely disadvantaged
when it comes to jus�ce.
FACT is inundated with cases where the accused is
completely disadvantaged when it comes to jus�ce.
Not only is the individual deemed to be guilty and the
accuser known as the vic�m but the jury system is also
prejudiced with the same understanding. Unless the
accused can bring tangible or strong alibi witness to
court then they are most certainly going to be found
guilty. Any jury is understandably going to lean on the
side of cau�on in today’s paranoid society. The media
have done so much to brainwash society into this state
of suspicion and prejudice that to remain objec�ve in
a climate of extreme condemna�on is nigh on
impossible. Not only that but we must consider the
fact that to appeal these convic�ons is again blighted
by the fact they are non-evidence-based convic�ons.
How can one present new evidence when there was
no evidence required to begin with. There is no
evidence for a non-event, and of course such

convic�ons ignore specifics like �me and date and
o�en a broad �me scale and uniden�fied places are
allowed as real without any evidence to verify them.
Imagine for one moment a the� without fingerprints,
witnesses, nothing missing or located and no specific
�me or date. Would the accused be prosecuted? I am
sure the reader will know the answer to this. So why is
it that crimes of a historic nature with no evidence or
even current cases such as that of Liam Allan can be
successfully prosecuted?
Why has the jus�ce system changed to the extent that
it now lays aside all the safeguards of the past? Could
poli�cal pressure be the key? Are crimes of abuse
against the person a poli�cal football much like the
NHS? When successive DPP’s call for more convic�ons
to bolster their standing and allow their impar�ality to
be influenced by pressure groups demanding more
prosecu�ons for alleged sex crimes, is it any wonder
that cau�on is thrown out together with the
safeguards of the past. We have ques�on a�er
ques�on for the DPP and the Home Office.

People are dying in prison who are perfectly
innocent of any crime. They have been placed
there by this flawed system and those who put
them there have li�le or no conscience and no respect
at all for the fairness in jus�ce. It is more than �me to
put a stop to this. We must have a statute of
limita�ons and a higher bar of evidence even if this
means some of the guilty go free. The public and the
jus�ce system need to consider which is more
important: the cessa�on of convic�ng the innocent or
the non-convic�on of the guilty where evidence is
weak or non-existent. More correct informa�on about
the system and how it fails needs to be in the public
domain before anything will change. To quote Robert
Peel. ‘ Public opinion is a compound of folly, weakness,
prejudice, wrong feeling, right feeling, obs�nacy, and
newspaper paragraphs’. The white flag flying over his
monument could well have indicated a surrender to all
that was fought for in the name of balance in jus�ce.
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FACT 2022 Spring Conference Main Speech
given by

Harvey Proctor,
Former MP and author of ‘Credible and True’¹

I am very honoured to have been invited to speak at this Fact Spring Conference today.
There can be no be�er use of scarce �me and resources than to combat those who bear false witness
against others. Whatever the mo�ve, whatever the reason, it is an evil that has to be challenged and
defeated and at the outset, I congratulate FACT for its honourable work in effec�vely facing this issue.
All of you know the damage that
has been done to those falsely
accused, to carers, teachers, and
others and I am proud to be
associated with your organisa�on
and your efforts on behalf of the
falsely accused.
In saying that, I must declare an
interest. I was one. I am one. The
effects on me and my family and
friends of the false allega�ons of
a man named Carl Beech in 2015
supported by certain segments of
the UK media including the News
team of the BBC and supported
by the Metropolitan Police
Service and their inept Opera�on
Midland, were cataclysmic. The

effects on me were not unusual the loss of a job, a house, and
home, a stable life, a repute. You
know the form. If you have not
experienced it, it is inconceivable
that one can understand how
deep and painful it can be.

I was treated as guilty
I had to prove
my innocence
The outcome of Opera�on
Midland is now well known. But I
recall living in exile in Spain
thinking that the next knock on
the door could be the police
wan�ng to extradite me to face

trial. Knowing how crass the
police inves�ga�on into me was, I
had no faith that I would NOT be
arrested, charged, arraigned,
found guilty, and imprisoned - in
my circumstances, for life.
I was treated as guilty. I felt I had
to prove my innocence - very
difficult to do when the
allega�ons stretched over years
and were said to have happened
30 years earlier.
All because a man who had been
given life�me anonymity by the
authori�es and a pseudonym of
“Nick” and whose real name I was
not given, nor would I have
known, had given interviews on

1. Credible & True: The Political and Personal Memoir of K. Harvey Proctor, published by Biteback Publishing, 2016
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Subsequently, I have made myself
available to the media and have
been open and direct in
answering all their ques�ons just as I will yours later today. I
did not seek further publicity for
my own sake - I am now a private
ci�zen as I have been since 1987
with no official public posi�on. I
was relaunched into the public
arena by others through no fault
of my own. My quiet life was

against me and others - known
only as Witness A and Witness B.
Henriques in his Report made it
clear they too should be
inves�gated because they too
lied. For several years I have tried
to get the MPS to say why they
did not inves�gate A and B
without success. I did succeed in
ge�ng the MPS to appoint an
outside Police force - Merseyside
Police - to conduct an inquiry

In my case,
the trauma is endless
and never subsides.
In my case, as in many cases, the
trauma is endless and never
subsides. I said soon a�er
Opera�on Midland ended in
March 2016 that I was not the
same person as I was a year
before and that I would think
about it ‘�l the day I die. In the six
or more years since then, I have
had no reason to change my
opinion. But on a posi�ve note,
let me tell you what I con�nue to
do in our mutual fight against the
horrors of false allega�ons.
Unlike in 1987 when I faced a
different but equally distressing
“scandal” I have used my voice to
ar�culate my concerns. When the
Met Police dripped pieces of
gossip and ��le-ta�le into the
public arena in 2015 to incite
others to corroborate what “Nick”
Carl Beech had said to them, I
arranged a press conference in
London as near to New Scotland
Yard as I could manage. I took on
the might of the police and news
organs such as Exaro².

My quiet life was sha�ered
sha�ered a�er 30 years of careful
rebuilding.
However, I am aware I have a
voice when many others do not
so I now use it to try to benefit all
those who have been falsely
accused. I shall con�nue to do so.
I do not fight this corner for
myself.
When Opera�on Midland ended
in March 2016, the Met Police
issued a statement saying they
were not knowingly misled. Sir
Richard Henriques and
Northumberland Police thought
otherwise. This resulted in
criminal proceedings and
successful charges of perver�ng
the course of jus�ce.
But Beech was not alone. Two
others made similar allega�ons

under the authority of the IOPC.
They refused to invite me, the
complainant, they refused to
interview the Gold Commander of
Opera�on Midland Steve
Rodhouse, now the Deputy
Director of the Na�onal Crime
Agency, and they ended up
inves�ga�ng a different complaint
to mine, though an important
one, even ge�ng the year wrong
of the ac�vi�es of the Police
about which my complaint was.
Rodhouse admi�ed to Henriques
that A and B were liars but he
failed to inves�gate them. I
needed to know why.
I further complained to the IOPC
and they have reopened an
inves�ga�on with a revised Terms
of Reference. It is underway. My
further complaint about a
poten�al cover-up of these

2. Exaro was a Bri�sh news website that closed in 2016. Its news archive is s�ll in the web.
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the television and the radio with a
blacked-out face and his words
spoken by an actor and who then
spoke to the police in front of a
journalist at the behest of the
journalist’s media organisa�on,
the BBC and the then deputy
Leader of the Labour Party, giving
them the most heinous
allega�ons about me and about
which I was not informed for a
further three months. I said at the
�me it was Ka�aesque, it was
oppressive.
It was a nightmare. Yes, I felt
suicidal. I considered taking my
own life.

FACT CONFERENCE

Main Conference Speech by Harvey Proctor… con�nued

ma�ers by the Met and
Merseyside Police have been
referred for inves�ga�on - to the
Met! Several weeks a�er I was
informed of this by the IOPC, the
Met have yet to contact me to
agree to the terms of reference. I
am not holding my breath. So far
it has taken three years.
I detail these ma�ers because I
know how difficult it is to gain
redress even when false
allega�ons are clearly
demonstrated, even in a court of
law. My advice has to be - if you
find yourself in similar
circumstances - which I hope you
never do - do not give up or give
in. Fight on however long it
takes. I will follow my own
advice. Following my pressure,
the IOPC have amended the
Terms of Reference for their
Inquiry and they now say they
will look at the correct year of my
complaint in their inquiry.
I have also decided to campaign
for a change in the law. Publicity
regarding complainants and
alleged suspects used to be on an
even keel. It is not now.
Complainants - alleged vic�ms in sexual criminal ma�ers have
anonymity for life. The alleged
suspect is “outed” almost
immediately by the police. The
police were searching my house
when the press were informed. A
police officer set in train the
release of my name from my own
bedroom by phone. Exaro
journalists had phoned and
emailed my office before the
police le� my home at 11pm at
night. They assured me I would
not be men�oned by name to
the media unless I was charged. I
woke the next morning at 7 am
to see my face staring down on
me in bed. The police lied to me.
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So this does not happen to
others I have joined FAIR, Falsely
accused Individuals for reform. It
concentrates on gaining
anonymity for the alleged
suspect before charge in most
alleged sexual abuse cases. We
seek to change the law. On 8th
June, in the House of Lords, Sir
Cliff Richard, Paul Gambaccini
and leading Q Cs (now K Cs) and I
will start the process of
proposing the amendment of a
bill to bring this long overdue
change to frui�on.
I have not previously commented
on this ma�er publicly but I think
the �me is now right. I believe
false allega�ons and blackmail
are o�en related. In 2015 I had
many fears from the allega�ons
that were made against me. I
received death threats but I was
conscious that I was also at risk
of a�empted blackmail.
Blackmail used to be a very
serious criminal act. The police
took it seriously and should again
take it seriously. In 1987 before
my home was searched, an
a�empt was made to blackmail
me. I kept a tape of the
blackmailer’s blackmail message.
I took it to my solicitor at the
�me and followed his advice.
The Chief Superintendent wrote
a book on his experiences with
chapters on Russell Harty, Lord
Lucan, and me. In my case, he
said he took ac�on against me
because he feared it was wrong
for a Member of Parliament to be
suscep�ble to blackmail. He took
FACTion - Vol 12.1- Autumn 2022

the tape from my legal files in my
home. In fact, he did nothing
about the blackmailer’s a�empt
rather he made him a star
witness in his case against me.
Strangely in 2015, the Met raised
the blackmailer’s name again
when interviewing me.
I think it is �me for the police to
elevate the crime of blackmail
once again. It is �me due weight
be given to it, especially in cases
of false allega�ons.
Finally, I seek to concentrate on
the unfair and arbitrary concept
the Police have become stuck
with within the last decade or
more - “believe the vic�m”. The
authority of such nonsense, and
for poli�cal advancement, was
none other than a former

The unfair and
arbitrary concept of
the police:
“believe the vic�m”

Director of Public Prosecu�ons
and currently Leader of the
Labour Party, Sir Keir Starmer. His
concern was lack of rape
convic�ons so he tried to alter
the criminal jus�ce system which
rightly said innocent un�l proven
guilty. He made speech a�er
speech, mee�ng a�er mee�ng
un�l Sir Tom Windsor told all
police forces to follow this bogus
mantra. Sir Richard Henriques
was quite clear - if you believe
the vic�m at the onset of the
inves�ga�on you cannot believe
the alleged suspect.
Sir Richard Henriques had a
famous tussle with Simon Bailey
when he was the Police Chiefs
spokesman on such ma�ers.
Bailey countered by saying false

Main Conference Speech by Harvey Proctor… con�nued
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accusers were few and far
between, less than 1 %.
Henriques said in his judgment
they were more like 10 or 12%, I
know who I am inclined to
believe.
16% used the word “currently”
with regard to Sir Keir’s
leadership of the Labour Party. He
already knew when he offered his
poten�al resigna�on re
“Beergate” that Durham Police
have a policy of not
retrospec�vely fining people for
covid offences. He knew the
outcome before he kindly offered
to resign. But he might care to
pledge to resign when it is proved
that his “believe the vic�m” ploy
has ruined the lives of so many
people and con�nues to do so.

Change will be slow …
but constant pressure
on MPs
from cons�tuents …
is vital and significant

In conclusion, I cannot necessarily
bring you good news that things
will change overnight. Knowing,
as I do from past experiences,
how lawmakers react to calls for
change, the changes will be slow
and arduous to achieve. That
does not mean that cracks have
not developed in the opposi�on
to such changes. High-profile
cases such as Opera�on Midland
and the trial of Carl Beech and
the ensuing media publicity and
MPs reac�ons to it are very
valuable. But also, the constant
pressure on MPs from
cons�tuents up and down the
country are vital and significant.

“Every one who has been falsely accused, falsely arrested …
should let their MP know about it”.
Everyone who has been falsely
accused, falsely arrested, falsely
prosecuted, and falsely found
guilty should let their MP know
about it. I know how very
significant it is to the falsely
accused but do not keep
poli�cians out of the loop. Let
them know the facts and feel
your emo�on. For example, they
are constantly beset by lobbies
urging them to facilitate
increased rape convic�ons. As
though just the mere men�on of
poten�al rape, just the reitera�on
of a slur is jus�fica�on for
wrongful convic�on and
imprisonment.
Those so accused may feel
isolated and alone but remember
such false allega�ons have been
made against, for example, Lord
Bri�an, a former Home Secretary.
As I have pointed out before, I
believe that the Met Police drove
him to his death when he was
similarly accused when the Met
knew he was innocent but did not
tell him or his family. Please do
not think the police act differently
if the falsely accused are in the
public eye. In many ways, it can
be worse for them.
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Once again, thank you for your
organisa�on, thank you for your
support for those who have been
falsely accused, and let us hope
we can send out a strong
message to those who seek to
falsely accuse others that the
penal�es and certainty of them
being in the dock far outweighs
any other mo�ve they might
proffer for such illegal ac�vity.
K Harvey Proctor

See Also
Channel 4 Documentary

The Accused: National
Treasures on Trial
https://www.channel4.com/
programmes/the-accusednational-treasures-on-trial
First shown on 24 August 2022
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Speech given by K. Harvey Proctor on behalf of FAIR
(Falsely Accused Individuals for Reform)

in Room G, The House of Lords
on Wednesday, 8th June 2022 at 2 30pm.
Fellow speakers: Sir Cliff Richard, Paul Gambaccini, & Hugh Tomlinson, Q.C. ¹

Host: Lord Dale Campbell-Savours
I am honoured to be afforded this pla�orm with
my fellow speakers. We are all different but have
united for a common cause, to return fairness to
our criminal jus�ce system. The collec�ve anguish
in this room today is palpable and reflects the pain
in our community generally of those falsely accused
in our jus�ce system, their family, and their friends.
The government and certainly the police
underes�mate its intensity.
That is why we in FAIR - Falsely Accused
Individuals for Reform - wish to return the law to
a balance between complainants and alleged
suspects demanding anonymity before charge for
suspects accused of sexual offences.
May I take this opportunity to thank certain
sec�ons of the media for Inves�ga�ng the lies of false
accusers. They have helped to turn the tables on my
accusers and their supporters. In par�cular, I would
like to pay tribute to Stephen Wright, the Associate
Editor of the Daily Mail. He is a leading champion of
our cause, and he has been of great assistance in
uncovering the truth.
In my case, on 4th March 2015 during the 15-hour
illegal search of my home by twenty officers of the
Metropolitan Police Service within Opera�on
Midland, my anonymity was erased by the police.
Through the police divulging enough informa�on in a
statement to the media, it was confirmed that I was
being inves�gated for the murder, sexual abuse, and
torture of children, and that my home was being
searched.
One police detec�ve went much further. Within
the first hour of the police presence in my home, and
from my bedroom, D.C. Cha�ield had informed Carl
Beech that my home was being searched. Carl Beech
was the Mets star witness, my accuser. He was also a
fraudster, a paedophile, and a gross perverter of the
course of jus�ce. Cha�ield knew of Mr Beech's close
connec�ons with the media, such as Exaro and the
BBC's Home Affairs Correspondent Tom Symonds. As
well as his close connec�ons with poli�cians such as
Tom Watson, who acted as his cheer leader in chief
thus adding credibility to his absurdi�es. Before the
police had le� my home, a journalist from Exaro,
Mark Conrad, had le� messages on my office email
and telephone to confirm my home was being
searched.
I had not been arrested or charged. I was never
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arrested or charged.
The effect of such adverse publicity and police
malprac�ce cannot be underes�mated. I lost just less
than everything: my job, my home, my reputa�on,
and my personal safety. The la�er con�nues to affect
me to this day - over 7 years later with the most
recent death threat culmina�ng in the offender, a
known violent criminal being returned to prison and
me having to move home as advised by the police.
Had I been able to take advantage of our proposed
amendments to the law, my job, reputa�on and
personal safety would s�ll be intact and the cost to
me of Opera�on Midland would not have totalled
£500,000.
Can I also draw people's a�en�on to the fact that
false allega�ons affect the jus�ce system in other
areas than just sexual abuse cases. There has been a
rise in what is termed ''strategic” li�ga�on. Criminals
are using the civil courts to make false allega�ons by
lying for revenge, greed and poli�cal mo�va�on.
These wrongdoers, and their co-conspirators, should
also be held to account by the full weight of the law
being applied to those who seek, in this way, to
pervert the course of jus�ce and ruin innocent
peoples' professional and personal lives. Some�mes
they are working in cahoots with unscrupulous
lawyers.
I once had the great privilege of being a
lawmaker. I now urge current lawmakers to enact
the changes to the law as recommended by FAIR today.
Those in the public eye risk double jeopardy of
trial by media as well as a criminal trial. My appeal
however is far wider - it is our duty to help those who
do not have a public pla�orm.
Today is FAIR's contribu�on. It is now over to you,
those who walk these corridors in the Palace of
Westminster, to enact the change that will return
fairness and equality to our criminal legal system for
all forthwith. Please do not allow other innocent
people to suffer in the same way I and others have
done
K. Harvey Proctor
1. h�ps://www.bbc.com/news/uk-poli�cs-61737406
Also: h�ps://www.the�mes.co.uk/ar�cle/cliff-richardappeal-women-mps-support-anonymitysuspects-cchxk0pkb
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Surviving the Criminal Justice System
Background to Vital Spark
When I was released from
imprisonment,due to false
allega�ons from an ex partner, I
setup EasyJail, now Vital Spark, in
order to help ex-prisoners get a fair
chance of reintegra�ng back into in
society. I established this service
due to my personal experience of
the lack of consistency with regard
to support and informa�on
available for all in contact with the
Criminal Jus�ce System.
Through Vital Spark I am currently
working with serving prisoners and
their families, as well as delivering
training and ongoing professional
support to professionals within the
third, charitable, and criminal
jus�ce sectors.
I am also the Prison Support
person for FACT.
Various Characteris�cs make up
our prison popula�on:

and how a person conducts
themselves in general.
6. Proba�on & MAPPA² Officers

The 2014 Criminal Jus�ce Joint
Report, Rese�lement Provision for
Adult Offenders¹ stated,
‘Most importantly, it [the report]
absolutely confirms the central
importance of an offender’s
family and friends to their
successful rehabilita�on’ (page 5).
However, this is not always the
case when a person is maintaining
innocence. Families and friends are
then some�mes seen as a threat
to a persons 'rehabilita�on'. A
wrongfully convicted person may
need outside specialist support.
Struggles Post Release:

• 25% were in Care as a child

1. Housing

• 59% were school truants

Many councils and housing
associa�ons will not house people
un�l a period of �me has elapsed
since release from custody.

• 41% had a violent childhood.
• 47% have poor qualifica�ons
• Lack desirable social skills
• Cannot manage finances and
bills
• Feel subservient to those
charged to 'care' for them
• Maintaining Innocence
The last four from those listed
above are areas which should be
recorded, yet sadly are not.
Some UK Sta�s�cs:
Approximately 75% of ex-inmates
find themselves re-convicted
within nine years of release, and
40% within the first twelve
months. On average, it costs in
excess of £40,000 per annum to
keep each inmate in prison.
Therefore, it makes economic
sense to put resources into the
rehabilita�on of prisoners.

2. Banking
Certain convic�ons can hinder
even opening the most basic of
bank accounts and affect mortgage
and finance applica�ons.
3. Employment
Employers in instances where the
rehabilita�on of offender act does
not apply are allowed to directly
discriminate!
4. Insurance
Vehicle, life, household insurance
policies always cost more for
persons with unspent convic�ons.
5. Social Acceptance
Being accepted back into the local
communi�es will o�en depend
upon the nature of convic�on and
who is vouching for a person with
regard to their wrongful convic�on
FACTion - Vol 12.1- Autumn 2022

Proba�on and MAPPA Officers can
o�en behave in a way which is
puni�ve to a person maintaining
innocence as they can be very risk
averse in their approach. The irony
is that those maintaining
innocence and those convicted of
sexual offences are least likely to
find themselves re-convicted.
7. Child welfare/safeguarding
concerns
Many social workers o�en imply
to estranged partners and others,
that there are safeguarding risks in
rela�on to the ex-prisoner. Such
unfounded insinua�ons are o�en
dismissed by the courts when
their view is challenged.
Conclusion
To conclude, my aim is to be there
for the accused, convicted or
imprisoned, giving support at
every stage. I am an experienced
consultant, Mackenzie Friend³, and
aim to offer true guidance and
support. I can offer a complete
package from arrest through to
license expiry, and even beyond.
For those caught up in the criminal
jus�ce system, I am available to
them to contact me any�me, even
if it is just for a chat and to offload
their worries. Contact details:
Email: vitalsparkassist@gmail.com
or, pcs@factuk.org
1. Rese�lement provision for adult
offenders: accommoda�on and
educa�on, training and employment,
published 16 September 2014.
h�ps://
www.jus�ceinspectorates.gov.uk/cjji/
inspec�ons/adultrese�lemen�hema�c/
2. MAPPA stands for Mul�-Agency
Public Protec�on Arrangements.
3. Mackenzie Friend: a non-legal person
who helps those appearing in court by
providing moral support; taking notes;
helping with case papers, and much
more.
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Defenceless in the Justice System
A review of the trends underpinning historical sexual abuse case applications made
to the Cardiff Law School Innocence Project by people maintaining innocence.

Cardiff University Law School Innocence Project July 2022
Research paper by

Abdallah Barakat, Morgan Ardouin, and Kate Workman.
Introduction
The Cardiff Law School Innocence Project
The Cardiff Law School Innocence Project
(‘the Project’) is a pro bono organisation within
Cardiff University’s Law School that
investigates alleged wrongful convictions of
people maintaining innocence. The workforce
of the Project comprises undergraduate and
postgraduate law students, and Law School
staff. The Project members often cooperate
with other academics, experts, and lawyers.

Current State: The Criminal Justice System
and the Socio-Legal Environment
It is difficult to ignore the recent state of the
Criminal Justice System and the influx of sex
offences cases it has been subjected to. It is
also becoming increasingly difficult to ignore
the socio-legal atmosphere surrounding
allegations of sex offences, and the way in
which this atmosphere diffused into criminal
trials. This situation has been felt considerably
from within the Project and the influx of cases
it received over the last three years. Of the 244
requests for help the Project received between
April 2019 and March 2022, 63% related to
convictions for sexual offences. These are,
predominantly, recent convictions for historical
offences.

convictions. To that end, this review concerns
itself solely and entirely with the Project’s
caseload, rather than a wider analysis across
the Criminal Justice System. Nonetheless, the
Project does not exist in a vacuum, and is
affected by the System and the phenomena
within it. Thus, the Project and this review can,
potentially, be viewed as a microrepresentation of the wider macro-System,
reflecting aspects within the caseload that
could be found in criminal courts across the
country today.

Methodology
Our study consisted of a sample of 20 cases,
containing 20 Defendants and 33
Complainants, sourced from within the
Project’s sex offences caseload. The
overarching objective of the review was to
report our findings on common emerging
themes from cases where there may be a
potential miscarriage of justice. To achieve
this, 14 student team members were given the
same questionnaire form to ensure
consistency. Team members were then split
into pairs, where each person was given one
case to analyse. This involved going through
all the casefile and legal documents and
drawing out pertinent information to fill in the
questionnaire form.

Rationale
Accordingly, members of the Project
commenced a review of these cases to extract,
outline, and analyse data that could display
trends, correlations, and a thread of common
themes throughout the cases. This was done
in order to analyse what is truly going on with
this influx of cases, and to assess the potential
underlying causes of alleged wrongful
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Upon completion of their case, within their
partnerships, students would peer review each
others work to ensure accuracy. Fortnightly
meetings were held to ensure everyone was
on course and progressing with their tasks,
dealing with any queries or problems. Within
select meetings, small presentations were
given to determine where everyone was at and
identify any correlating themes that may have
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Limitations
There are notable limitations to our study. Most
obviously, 20 cases is a small sample, so the
wider validity of our findings must be
approached very carefully. There are also
limitations regarding data collection; data was
collected from reports containing summaries of
information; thus, some case information was
unavailable. Some data noted on
questionnaire forms was vague and required
interpretation or additional review. Moreover,
the nature of allegations is problematic as
there is often limited evidence, most of it being
historic. In some cases, there were more
Complainants than Defendants, which
distorted figures. Furthermore, none of the
sample cases reflect a conviction which has
been overturned, so we cannot definitively
state that they are wrongful convictions. There
was also no comparison made with external
cases from people who have not written to the
Project, which would have helped validity.

Most Significant Findings
The significant findings from the review are laid
out below. Further below, three of the most
significant findings are expounded upon
separately.

conviction, ranging from 2-38 years. This
substantially limits the ability of Defendants to
produce evidence to support their innocence.
Furthermore, complainants’ recollection of
events can become warped and change as
time elapses.

Re-trials
Re-trials were pursued in four cases in our
sample, always in cases where juries could
not reach a verdict on certain counts or in
relation to certain Complainant/s. This
suggests an approach aimed at securing
maximum convictions in all cases by the
Crown Prosecution Service, rather than an
adherence to any notion of reasonable doubt.

Previous Complaints
Out of 33 Complainants in our sample, 12 had
previously made complaints some years
earlier. This suggests that the CPS threshold
for charging on the basis of historical
allegations has in recent years been lowered,
as the original complaints had not previously
turned into successful charges due to
insufficient evidence. We could find no
indication in any case that the evidence had
become significantly stronger over time.

Counselling
In 7 out of 20 cases, the Complainants were
involved in counselling prior to making the
complaint. While we cannot seek to establish a
causal link between participating in counselling
and alleging the commission of an offence,
false and more elaborate memories can
sometimes arise through certain techniques
used by counsellors in exploring or
‘recovering’ memories.
Previous Convictions

Long Average Length of Delay
Our sample indicated a 19 year average length
of delay between alleged offence and

The majority of juries in our sample were not
aware of previous convictions of the
Complainant, whereas 90% of the Defendants’
previous convictions were disclosed at trial
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already emerged from the data collection.
Once all the questionnaire data for the 20
cases was gathered and reviewed, the dataset
was analysed and quantified using tables and
graphs on excel, to categorise emerging
themes and ideas. This approach allowed us
to efficiently undertake quantitative and
qualitative analysis of the data from the
sample, and report accurate findings from this
analysis.
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(the majority of Defendants had no previous
convictions and only one had a previous
conviction for a sexual offence). From the
outset, a disproportionate bias against the
character of the Defendant is cultivated,
whereas there is little weight given to the
character of the Complainant. This is not
entirely a product of the modern socio-legal
climate; it stems from the provisions of the
Criminal Justice Act 2003 on Bad Character
evidence and reflects Parliament’s intention
on limiting non-defendant bad character from
being adduced (see section 100 of the Act).

Defendant did not succeed in this defence,
despite the accuracy of the memory being
related to these “signal“ events.

Background of the Complainant

Physical Evidence

Similarly, little weight is given to the
background of the Complainant and how this
may affect their reliability. For example,
certain Complainants in our sample had a
history of making false accusations linked to
psychological issues which were not admitted
at trial. Furthermore, inaccuracies in the
accounts of the Complainant regarding times,
dates and locations were often discounted
and put down to the amount of time that had
elapsed since the alleged offence.

In eight cases, there was alleged physical
injury claimed at trial by the Complainant
relating to the reported abuse suffered.
However, supporting medical evidence that
could substantiate these claims was only ever
presented in two of the cases and again the
link to abuse was tenuous.

While we do not deny that it is a normal and
natural process for the storing and relaying of
memories to undergo distortions and
inaccuracies, we nonetheless found that the
way this is treated in trials places a level of
unfairness on Defendants’ abilities to refute
allegations (sometimes with relevant
documentation that shows that the event in
question could not have possibly/physically
taken place at the time and location in which
they are alleged to have happened).

Health Problems
In three cases, the Complainant alleged they
suffered health problems as a result of the
alleged abuse, however there was only
supporting evidence in one case, and it was
unclear as to whether the evidence stemmed
from abuse or other factors.

Insufficient Special Measure Provision
In general, there were insufficient special
measures provided to Defendants who clearly
needed it. In half of the sample (10/20)
defendants had a recorded medical issue, but
special measures were only provided in two
of these cases and they were extremely
limited. Contrastingly, Complainants were
automatically entitled to special measures
through mediums such as video links,
screens etc. This demonstrates a clear
neglect and lack of support for Defendants
throughout the trial process.
Witnesses

One of the cases involves a Complainant
relating alleged incidents of abuse to
contemporaneous significant events: the
1977 Royal Jubilee and her brother
undergoing hospital treatment, and to the
location being the family home at X. The
Defendant was able to provide documentation
that showed that when all these events
occurred, the family had not yet lived at X, but
at a different location. Nonetheless, the
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On average, there were three times as many
prosecution witnesses as defence witnesses.
In 7 out of 20 cases the only defence witness
was the Defendant themselves, and in one
case there was no defence witness at all; for
whatever reason, the Defendant did not take
the witness stand.
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For the purpose of our review, we homed in
on three of our most significant findings:
1. Grounds of Appeal
2. Relationship/Family Breakdown
3. Psychological Evidence and
Special Measures

1. Grounds of Appeal

● Reluctancy of the Court of Appeal to
overturn conviction
In our experience, the Court of Appeal
is reluctant to overturn convictions of
this nature. In a recent appeal court
hearing for one of the Project cases, it
was clear the judges were
disinterested in the grounds of appeal
and unwilling to engage with
psychological evidence from experts.
Furthermore, it was also clear that the
judgement had already been made
and written before the barrister even
began her oral submissions, with the
judges taking little over 3 minutes to
deliberate before rejecting the
application for appeal and reading a
full pre-prepared judgement.
●

Half of our sample never attempted appeal.
There may be various reasons for this: ●

●

Lack of legal support
It is difficult for Defendants to access
legal support, and families often spend
thousands in legal fees to no avail.
Defendants are often given negative
advice about appealing, which can be
extremely disheartening.
Restrictive appeal rules
There is an extremely low success
rate in appealing a conviction due to
the restrictive rules governing this
area of law. The initial, strongest
grounds of appeal of a case are often
rejected, making it very difficult to
formulate new grounds especially as
evidence is often unavailable due to
the time having elapsed between the
alleged offence and conviction.

Fear of loss of time
If a judge feels an attempt at appeal
has been frivolous, they may sign at
the end of their judgment to add time
to the defendant’s sentence. This may
sometimes be a matter of 20+ days,
however it is possible for the judge to
restart the sentence no matter how
much time has been served. This is a
clear, unfair deterrent for defendants
whose time is precious, especially
those who are older.

All defendants in the sample that have
attempted appeal were unsuccessful.

Whilst providing fresh evidence is often a vital
ground of appeal, it was the least common in
our sample. This is as a result of the
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difficulties presented by the large time gap
between the alleged offence and conviction as
previously discussed. This indicates the
difficulties defendants face from the outset
and contributes to the general low success
rate in appealing convictions of this nature.
The most common grounds of appeal centred
around the difficulties faced by Defendants at
trial. Failures to disclose their medical
conditions were the most common alongside
abnormalities in the accounts of claimants and
witnesses. These were nevertheless
unsuccessful. This suggests a complete
disregard for factors which disproportionately
impact defendants, perpetuating a system
which automatically disadvantages them.

2. Correlations with a Relationship
Breakdown
A further significant theme that emerged from
our review regards the nature of the alleged
offences and correlations with a relationship
breakdown.

Breakdown of the Nature of Family Related
Allegations

*Where more than one Complainant in a case with
different relationships to the Defendant

To further break down the 13 cases containing
family related allegations, in an overwhelming
majority of cases, the Defendant was either
the Complainants’ father or stepfather. In six
cases they were the Complainants’ father, in
three they were the stepfather, and one case
contained allegations from two Complainants,
where the Defendant was the father of one
and the stepfather of the other. In the
remainder of family related cases, the
Defendant was the Complainant's step
grandparent, brother or uncle.

Correlations with a Relationship Breakdown

Nature of the Alleged Offences
Out of the 20 cases sampled, exactly half
contained wholly family related allegations,
and a further 3 cases contained family and
non-family related allegations. Six cases
contained non-family related allegations.
Institutional related cases occurred the least,
with only one in our sample. Therefore, the
majority of our sample contained family
related allegations.
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A further, and perhaps the most significant,
observation is that 70% of cases contain
allegations that can be correlated with either a
family or other relationship breakdown.
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A large majority of cases in our sample,
contain family related conflicts which
subsequently lead to allegations being made.
Emerging from these cases containing a
family breakdown, common causes were:
1. The Complainant’s parents splitting or
falling out
2. The Complainant’s parent getting a
new partner
3. General conflict in the family home
4. Feelings of jealousy
Regarding the remainder of allegations which
can be correlated with a non-family related
breakdown, common causes also emerged,
such as:
5.
6.
7.
8.

Revenge
Feelings of jealousy
The Complainant holding a grudge
A relationship breakdown between
someone close to the complainant
and the defendant

adds weight to the proposition that false
allegations are often within the family,
subsequent to a relationship breakdown and
are agenda driven or revenge motivated.
Supporting Research: Socio-Legal Trends
In looking for research on this area, there was
an abundance of research on false
allegations from the 1980s, there was limited
modern research on this crucial issue. This is
quite telling, possibly demonstrating that this
was an important research issue in the 80s,
and there was a consciousness of false
allegations that seems to have gone off the
agenda. This could also be reflective of the
prevalent, highly problematic, always believe
the victim approach, which has encroached
on the justice system. As epitomised by Keir
Starmer, former Director of Public
Prosecutions, who in 2014, described the need
for “a more sophisticated approach that starts
with the assumption that the victim is telling the
truth”. (Criminal Law Review 11 pp777-87 2014)

3. Psychological Evidence and
Special Measures

Supporting Research
Benedek and Schetky (Benedek, E. P. &
Schetky, D. H. (1984), Allegations of sexual
abuse in child custody cases). This paper
was presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Academy of Psychiatry and the
Law, Nassau, Bahamas, described 18 cases
referred for sexual abuse evaluations during
custody or visitation disputes. In 10 cases, the
allegations were judged to be unfounded or
false and all false reports were made by the
adults rather than by the children themselves.
In a similar vein, Green (Green, A. H. (1986),
True and false allegations of sexual abuse in
child custody disputes. J. Am. Acad. Child
Psychiatry, 4:449-456) reported the results of
sexual abuse evaluations on eleven children
who were the subjects of custody and
visitation disputes. The sexual abuse reports
were invalid in four cases. In three of these
four cases, children made statements alleging
abuse but reportedly only after the insistence
or instruction of their mothers. This research

Psychological Evidence
The nature of the psychological evidence
investigated in the review related primarily to
learning disabilities, mental health problems,
autism, and drug & alcohol abuse. These
were investigated in order to establish how
psychological evidence was used throughout
the pre-trial period and the trial itself before
the jury. ‘Direct psychological evidence’ in this
context signifies the direct involvement of an
expert’s opinion in the trial, allowing their
opinion to be exposed to the jury. ‘Indirect
psychological evidence’ relates to evidence
from a Defendant or Complainant which was
not used in the trial, and therefore was not
placed before the jury. This could be in the
form of notes from therapy sessions,
evidence from family members, or the
Complainant/Defendant’s personal account.
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Psychological Evidence on Behalf of
Complainants
75% of the sample reflected the presence of
indirect psychological evidence on behalf of
Complainants. When assessing how
appropriately this evidence translated into the
trial itself in the form of direct psychological
evidence, it was found that only 20% of the
sample reflected that evidence. This was
assessed to display a low level of translation
from pre-trial to trial evidence, the implications
of which will be discussed further below.
Although it is difficult to ascertain the extent to
which the jury was aware of, and considered,
this evidence, it is nonetheless possible to
conclude that this was placed before the jury
in support of the Prosecution’s case.

Psychological Evidence on Behalf of
Defendants
On the other hand, 35% of the cases
displayed the presence of indirect
psychological evidence reflecting Defendants’
issues. In contrast to the rate of translation
found in the case of Complainants,
Defendants’ indirect evidence did not
translate at all into the trial. Thus, not a single
case from the sample displayed any direct
psychological evidence on behalf of
Defendants.
Direct psychological evidence can be used by
Defendants to achieve one of two purposes:
(i) understand, and explain to the jury, how a
false allegation could have come out; and/or
(ii) determine whether a Defendant should
have special measures/other considerations
for their own cases. As evidenced, no
Defendant in this sample had the opportunity
to achieve either purpose.
The breakdown of the direct psychological
evidence in the sample is presented in the
graph at the top of the next column:
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Implications
The very nature of these cases involves
psychological elements that need to be
addressed, whether on behalf of
Complainants or Defendants. As seen, the
use of psychological evidence in the sample
signifies a level of inadequacy in relation to
translating indirect evidence into direct
evidence before the jury. There are questions
that arise from this assessment that are
difficult to answer. Does this imply the
presence of a wide-reaching phenomenon
where the important issues in the subtext/
background of historical sexual cases are left
unaddressed? Are we ignoring the possibility
of assessing what could lead to a false
allegation? Are we ignoring what
disadvantages Defendants experience when
they have unaddressed psychological issues?
These are left for the reader to assess
independently, or perhaps are areas for wider
research.

Special Measures
Special measures are mechanisms employed
by the Court by which the courtroom can
accommodate witnesses with certain
limitations (age/vulnerability) and assist them
in giving their ‘best evidence’ (the most
factually accurate evidence they can give with
the minimisation of distress or fear). These
measures can take the form of screening a
Complainant from a Defendant, or a prerecorded examination-in-chief. All
Complainants in sex offences cases are
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treatment of Defendants and addressing their
needs runs antagonistically to the treatment
of Complainants, who are often referred to as
‘victims’ before a Defendant’s guilt has been
established.

Discrepancy in Provision:
Although there are specific requirements that
need to be satisfied in order to qualify for
special measures, they are mostly accessible
to Complainants. On the other hand,
Defendants find it difficult to access these
measures, and are often left unaided
throughout the trial. This phenomenon made
itself most evident to the Project in the case of
Gareth Jones; a Defendant with learning
disabilities that were not addressed during his
trial, and he was wrongfully convicted. His
conviction was quashed in 2018. There is a
vast field of literature studying the lack of
provision of special measures to Defendants
in comparison with Complainants.
Every Complainant in the current sample in
this review benefited from the help of at least
one special measure. On the other hand, only
two Defendants benefited from special
measures, bearing in mind that 35% (7)
Defendants reflected the presence of
psychological, medical or physical issues.
The first Defendant benefited from a special
measure that addressed a hearing problem,
and the second benefited from an interpreter
who was assigned to him. That is the full
extent of the provision of special measures to
Defendants.

Where do we go from here?
Policy Recommendations/Implications
In order to combat the current atmosphere
and find a finer balance for the Criminal
Justice System to stand upon, it is imperative
that some changes are implemented:
●

Greater caution in charging historical
allegations where no other evidence
can be identified.

●

Greater latitude for the defence to
explore at trial any issues that might
affect the reliability of a Complainant.

●

Further to the above, there is an
increasing need for better use of
psychological and other experts to
increase the understanding of
individual conditions and potential for
false allegations or false memory.

●

Equal access to special measures
and support for Defendants with
disabilities and vulnerabilities as there
is for Complainants.

●

Restrictions on the use of claims of
physical injuries, illnesses, or mental
health problems as evidence of
abuse, without any evidence of a link
to the alleged abuse.

Implications
Regarding special measures, it can be
concluded, with a degree of confidence, that
the Project’s experience of provision
discrepancies is a manifestation of the sociolegal climate surrounding sex offences cases.
It is evident that the Project’s experience
corresponds with wider literature on the
discrepancy of providing special measures to
Defendants in comparison with Complainants.
This implies that not only is it becoming
increasingly difficult to defend oneself against
a sex offence allegation, but also that the

And further thought to the question: ●

Should there be a statute of
limitations; a time limit on the CPS’
ability to bring forward cases of
historical allegations?

Cardiff University Innocence Project
July 2022

FACTion - Vol 12.1- Autumn 2022

Page 20

FACT CONFERENCE

immediately eligible for many special
measures. Otherwise, there is a test the Court
uses in order to determine whether a witness
is eligible.

Barry’s Story:
The destruc�ve nature of False Accusa�ons and Malicious Gossip
My story of being falsely
accused begins at the point
when I was working voluntarily at
my local community centre in
order for me to rebuild my
confidence after being badly
psychologically bullied at school
from the age of 8, a situation
which resulted in my having an
intense fear of being sick and a
high anxiety of being too far from
home which became my comfort
zone.
I was aged 23 when I started
working there in the playcentre
section which was an afterschool club catering for 5 to 9
year-olds. All was going well, my
confidence grew to the point that
I considered restarting my career
in full-time office work which
would normally end daily at 5pm
but to do this I would have to
leave playcentre and work in the
evening section, the juniors,
which served the 9 to 13 yearolds.
The leader of playcentre put in a
good word for me with those
who led the juniors and that’s
when my problems started
although I would never realise
the full extent of the horror that
would unfold until many years
later.
The two people responsible for
running the Juniors seemed to
take an instant dislike to me,
treating me coldly and refusing
me privileges that other
voluntary helpers enjoyed such
as being allowed to put up
notices on the notice board and
participating in discos in the
centre with other helpers like
myself. I was also being belittled
and victimised in front of others
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by these people. This all stifled
my plans of hoping to restart a
career as well as preventing me
socialising which I was longing
to do.
Helping at the centre was my
outlet and, as my ultimate dream
was to have a career in music as
a singer/songwriter this, too, was
totally blocked. I later learned
that these bullies also badly
treated the Playcentre leader
through the years and that I was
possibly being used as a pawn
for their purposes - indeed, one
of them whispered to me that it
was ‘personal’ after I asked why
I was being unfairly treated.
A few years went by and one of
the bullies left, leaving the worst
of the two remaining in his post.
He also held a position on the
centre’s executive committee.
Eventually, a new supervisory
position of senior youth worker
was created and the new person
who was brought in took a shine
to me and, knowing of my
ambition to sing, even though I
was shy and suffered from my
phobia, he encouraged me to
arrange an engagement to
perform on a stage at the centre
to an audience of members of
another section there.
At this point and now aged 33 I
had been working there nearly
ten years. This was my first ever
pre-booked performance and it
was on a stage, too! It went
down really well and it proved to
me just how much I achieved in
regaining my confidence up until
that point.
I was asked to return for another

Barry’s Story: The Destruc�ve nature of False Accusa�ons and Malicious Gossip… con�nued

engagement and, at the same
time, was also approached by a
talent scout who had
connections in the music
industry and who also adapted
musicals to put on annually as
staged events at the centre. He
said he would like to
accompany me on piano during
my next performance. What
this would have led to in terms
of fulfilling my ambitions I will
now never know.
I had built up a little fan club by
this time and was asked out by
a group of girls and boys aged
around twenty for the first time
in my life. All my most precious
hopes and dreams seemed to
start to come together for the
very first time after having
waited so long.
The bully who made my life hell
got to hear of my singing and,
instead of his usual victimising
me publicly he changed tactics
and started implying that I was
unfit to work with children and
that the fact of my being on a
list of well-established voluntary
helpers was, in his words, ‘a
mistake’.
Various people consisting of
paid staff to volunteers tried
their best to support me in
different ways against this bully
but to no avail.
On one occasion during this
period he shouted out well
within earshot of a crowd of
people who had gathered there
that I should ‘keep away from
the children! Keep away from
the building while there are
children in it!’.
Negative reactions soon set in
towards me and I also learned
that I was banned from singing.
I soon felt I had to leave as I
feared the situation would
become too hostile to bear if I
stayed.

As I walked away from the
building for the last time I felt as
though I was drifting helplessly
in a night-time sea leaving
behind all the confidence and
potential friendships I had built
up over the years.
Had circumstances been
different I would have
overcome the phobia which
resulted from the bullying at
school and would have been
able to live my life - instead,
things became much, much
worse.
As time went on the full horror
of the situation became only
too apparent. My now highly
toxic name had spread not only
to other centres but also to the
local council, it seemed that I’d
been blacklisted by the entire
borough.

All this made it totally
impossible for me
to live the life
I had always longed for

Banned from working with
children and banned from
singing with the knock-on effect
of socialising in the way others
take for granted also being off
limits - all this made it totally
impossible for me to live the life
I had always longed for.
The extreme aggravation and
heartbreak caused my phobia
of being sick to become much
worse than it ever was before
due to my stomach becoming
extremely nervous and
sensitive and I was now feeling
sick most of the time, a terrible
situation which kept me at
home and still does to this day
due to the extreme intensity of
the anxiety and panic. Days
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which I am able to travel any
distance, even relatively short
ones, from home are incredibly
rare. My life has, in effect, been
paralysed in more ways than
one.
All I could do was to look on
helplessly as potential
opportunities to experience the
fulfilment of even a tiny fraction
of my hopes and dreams
disappeared as the years went
by.
My mother became constantly
heartbroken at the situation,
she was looking forward for
such a long time to seeing me
amount to something
worthwhile. The experience of
seeing her break down and cry
will forever remain with me.
My father was disappointed
with me. I also realise with
great sadness that if I do not
produce a family then this
would mean the end of my
section of the family tree and,
indeed, the end of the family
tree of my parents.
In summary, this is one of the
most barbaric, evil,
heartbreaking situations I could
ever imagine and all caused by
the spreading of malicious
rumours through the jealousy
and lies of one person plus the
willingness of others to be
taken in. The thoughts of being
forced to badly let down and
break the hearts of those who I
love and cherish as a result of
the inevitable knock-on effects
will always remain with me as
will the destruction of a lifetime
of hopes and dreams. The
emotional turmoil and
devastation caused by this one
person will never be forgotten.

Barry
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Harvey Proctor
Vice-President of
Harvey Proctor has agreed to become the vicepresident of FACT. He was born in Pontefract in the
West Riding of Yorkshire, going to the Scarborough
High School for Boys and then the University of York
where he read history.
He won the selection for Basildon as the
Conservative and Unionist Parliamentary Candidate
in 1978. The seat was not expected to be easy for the
Conservatives to win, but Harvey was elected to the
House of Commons the following year with a
majority of 5180. - the biggest swing to take a seat in
England.
In June 1986, The People newspaper published claims that he had taken part in
sexual relationships with males between 17 and 21, in his London flat in
exchange for money. The age of consent for same-sex was still 21 in 1986
(although 16 for heterosexuals). The following year he was charged with gross
indecency and did not seek re-election in. 1987. At his trial in 1987, Harvey
pleaded guilty and was fined.
Harvey then opened a shirt makers shop in. Richmond, London.
In 2001, Proctor became the private secretary to David Manners, 11th Duke of
Rutland, at Belvoir Castle, Leicestershire.
In March 2014, following Operation Midland and Carl Beech's false claims to
the Metropolitan police, Harvey's home was illegally searched by the police and
his anonymity was removed when the police divulged enough information in a
statement to the media, that he was being investigated for the murder, sexual
abuse, and torture of children. These were all based upon false accusations
which were proved to be unfounded, but not before those false accusations had
caused him to lose his job, his home, his reputation, and his personal safety.
Mr Beech was subsequently found guilty of perverting the course of justice and
sentenced to 18 years in prison. No police officer has been disciplined for the 43
errors Sir Richard Henriques found wrong with Operation Midland,
Following Operation Midland, he joined FAIR (Falsely Accused Individuals for
Reform), a campaigning group founded by Daniel Jenner KC who actively work
for the change in the law with regard to sexual offences, in particularly,
anonymity before being charged, and changing the language in criminal
proceedings from “victims” to “complainants”. In June 2022, On behalf of
FAIR, he, together with Sir Cliff Richard and Paul Gambaccini, gave a speech
in Room G of the House of Lords. See page 11 of this magazine.
At FACT’s Spring 2022 conference K Harvey Proctor spoke
eloquently and openly of his ordeal of being falsely
accused and the long lasting affects it had upon himself.
See page 7 of this magazine. Following that conference
K Harvey Proctor was asked to become vice-president of
FACT, which he accepted.
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FACT AGM
&
Autumn Conference
Saturday 15th October 2022

Edgbaston Community Centre
4 Woodview Drive
Birmingham
B15 2HU
Drivers Note: The Edgbaston Community Centre has a small car park and there is on street parking available.
Check for any local restrictions and for the Birmingham Clean Air Zone Charges for qualifying vehicles.

Morning session
10 am
10.45am.
Noon:

Arrival - drinks available
Annual General Meeting
Bring your own lunch - hot drinks will be available

Afternoon Session
12.45pm
4.00 pm

Guest Speakers: Suzanne Gower and Rebecca Whitehurst
Close

Speakers
Suzanne Gower
Suzanne is a research student and a former criminal defence solicitor.
Suzanne is undertaking a PhD research project at Manchester University
into allegation of historical abuse.

Rebecca Whitehurst
Rebecca, a teacher, had the tables turned on her when she reported abuse
and she herself became a victim ending up in court. She was acquitted. She
went through three years of trauma. Her story was published in the Sunday
Times, 17th July, 2022.
Click here to read Rebecca’s story in The Times

IMPORTANT

You must register to a�end
Please register you a�endance by emailing or wri�ng to, Brian Hudson,
FACT’s Coordinator: contact details on the inside cover of this magazine.
FACTion - Vol 12.1- Autumn 2022
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The winding up the Bri�sh False Memory Society (BFMS)
It is with great sadness that FACT leaned of the
winding up of the BFMS . (see page 27) As stated
on their no�ce of closure it has for three decades
been a beacon of integrity, knowledge, support,
and informa�on. This will unfortunately finish at
the end of this year.
In these days it seems many small chari�es are
struggling both financially and with a�rac�ng the
right personal to run them. We are grateful to
those who have maintained the BFMS over the
years and glad to hear that the closure is being
managed in a very professional way. It is hoped the
website (bfms.org.uk) will be maintained for a
further five years, this may be under a slightly
different name. We have learned that Dr. Kevin
Felstead (BFMS Director of Communica�ons) with

whom we have a close and suppor�ve rela�onship,
is wri�ng a further book. It is hoped that we can
s�ll call upon Kevin from �me to �me to address
FACT and share his wealth of experience.
With this sad decision it makes it even more
important that FACT has the ongoing support and
dona�ons from its members and other sources.
Those in posi�on of leadership now will need
succeeding in due course and we need to always
be on the lookout for willing members to join the
na�onal commi�ee to ensure its future. There is no
let-up in the amount of false accusa�ons and as a
result of the determined drive of safeguarding
procedures we are seeing a rise in the helpline and
email requests for help.
Brian Hudson

Suppor�ng Vic�ms of Unfounded Allega�ons of Abuse.
(A non profit Company No 12088460)

HELP NEEDED
FACT helps individuals to manage unfounded allegations made against them every week of the year by:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Offering advice on how to go about a legal defence
Advice and Support on safeguarding Procedures
Advice and Support on dealing with Police and other agencies
Support for those in prison and their families
A vital link to other organisation
Mental health support in dealing with the trauma arising from an Unfounded Allega�on
Campaigns for change

All the above is carried out by email, telephone and the website pages. There is a weekly need for this
service and FACT receives many le�ers of gra�tude for the help it gives.
We will need ongoing Funding to enable this vital work to go on and expand into the future. If you know
of means to obtain this funding or can make a donation your contribu�on would be gratefully received.
You can also help by making a monthly standing order to our account for a fixed amount to cover your
membership and perhaps a little more. This will help us budget much be�er and with confidence. You may
like to consider sponsoring or supporting an edition of Faction (£300.00 plus postage) or a conference
(£500.00). We have ongoing costs of telephone and postage all year round. The support does not come free
but the many hours our volunteers postage all year round. The support does not come free but the many
hours our volunteers spend does. It may be that you have fundraising ideas which can be achieved.

If you feel you can help in any way then please get in contact with Brian Hudson.
Contact details on the inside cover of this magazine

Press Officer for FACT
FACT needs a Press Officer. This is a voluntary , unpaid posi�on.
If you can help, please contact Brian Hudson, FACT’s Coordinator, details on the inside cover of this magazine
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Falsely Accused Day Postponed in the UK
Due to the Death of the Queen
The silent protests for Falsely
Accused Day on 9th
September 2022 were
respectfully postponed
following the sad
announcement of Her Majesty
the Queen's death.
It was felt and was agreed by
all that by holding our muchawaited and much-planned
day in London Liverpool and
Glasgow was not appropriate
after such shocking news.
However, other countries were
able to hold protests on
Falsely Accused Day, such as
Argentina and Washington DC
and we are awaiting news of
how their protests went.
After a FAD meeting held on
13th September, it was
decided by all to hold a
candlelit vigil outside the
Courts of Justice on 9th
December to remember those
wrongfully convicted &
currently in prison who will be
away from their families at
Christmas and also for those
who have died and/or
committed suicide following a
false accusation."
Many thanks,
Sheila Harmon

Injustice anywhere
is a threat to
justice everywhere.
Martin Luther King Jr
FACTion - Vol 12.1- Autumn 2022
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The Bri�sh False Memory Society (BFMS)
Its origins and the reason for closure
By Dr Kevin Felstead
Founded by Roger Sco�ord
UE
(deceased 2018) as Adult Children
R
T
Accusing Parents (ACAP), The Bri�sh
False Memory Society (BFMS) is a
registered charity which was set up
in 1993 following a moral panic
about alleged historic child abuse by
adult accusers who claimed to have
recovered memories of child abuse
following psychotherapy for an adult
problem – for example, anxiety, low
self-esteem, depression, post-natal
depression. Roger was a �reless
campaigner who raised awareness
about false memory, providing help
and support to families whose lives
had been ruined by false allega�ons. The BFMS
telephone helpline was inundated with 528 callers in
the period from 1993 – 1994. The very first
newsle�er, published in May 1993, aptly summarised
the plight of our falsely accused members:
ACAP is a group of parents searching for an
understanding of a new phenomenon. Our
shared tragedy results from an adult son or
daughter making a claim of childhood sexual
abuse. The group is promoting research into
false memories and by publicising the existing
knowledge of the problem, it is hoped that the
rising tide of these false allegations can be
stemmed…
We must acknowledge that childhood sexual
abuse does exist, and many caring agencies are
helping the victims overcome the damage
caused. ACAP does not wish to detract in any
way from their efforts. We hope that our work
will ease their burden as the different problems
facing our adult children and their families
come to be recognised.
Our children are different because they claim
that they had no knowledge of their abuse
from the time it happened until the time they
“recovered” their memories of it, decades later.
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This memory recovery was
instigated by a therapist, a
psychiatrist, a doctor or a
counsellor, who had been
approached for help with an
unrelated problem. Often, our
children were encouraged by them
to read “survivor” literature,
including, in many cases, the
American book, The Courage to
Heal.

The final paragraph neatly
encapsulates the remit of the BFMS.
Telephone calls to the helpline have
declined significantly since the early
1990s, however and, despite the
burgeoning scien�fic study of memory, beliefs in the
myth of trauma�c repression of sexual abuse persist. I
came into post in June 2014. The following year
members of the BFMS were involved in three
(unrelated) crown court trials. Thankfully, in each case
juries returned not guilty verdicts. In 2017, another
member was acqui�ed at trial. The same week, I was
a�ending court during a five-week trial in Liverpool
which resulted in a horrific convic�on and lengthy
custodial sentences. On a personal level, this wrongful
convic�on resulted in loss of sleep and sleep paralysis.
Subsequently, I have witnessed several wrongful
convic�ons. I feel that it is a fu�le exercise in
expanding further to members of FACT – who have
direct experience of our broken criminal jus�ce
system. Except to say that the word of a
complainant(s) with no corrobora�ve evidence
whatsoever can result in a convic�on based on
spurious allega�ons spanning, 10, 20, 30, 40 or 50
years ago.
That said, if the BFMS takes a case very early in the
proceedings, the outcome in legal terms tends to be
posi�ve o�en resul�ng in police NFA (no further
ac�on). This is the gold standard, and since 2014 over
30 of our cases have resulted in NFA. Other highlights

FACTion - Vol 12.1- Autumn 2022

The Bri�sh False Memory Associa�on - Its origins and reasons for closure, by Dr Kevin Felstead… con�nued

include no convic�ons in 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2019, 2020. We had two trials last year; one resulted
in a convic�on: in the other case, a jury returned not
guilty verdicts at Crown Court in November. To date,
in 2022, police have discon�nued ac�on (NFA) in two
unrelated cases.
Securing funding for the opera�onal costs of the
charity has remained a long-standing issue, and
ma�ers came to a head earlier this year when the
chair of our trustees issued a winding-up no�ce as
shown in the next column.

Notice of winding up the BFMS
For three decades BFMS has been a beacon of
integrity, knowledge, support, and information.
I am sure you are aware that many small
charities are struggling financially.
At our recent Trustees meeting we looked at
the present financial situation and evaluated
what finances would be required to sustain the
running of the society in the future. We as
trustees and our wonderful staff have trawled
the sources of funding over a lengthy period
with little or no success in locating secure
finance despite many hours and days of
research and applications which were
eventually turned down.
There is also a further issue we have to
recognise, one of age and succession. Most of
our trustees are advancing in years; several of
us are approaching 80 years of age, also let’s
not ignore Madeline and Carolyn who are now
of retirement age. Sadly, we have no successors
to carry the society forward; therefore, with
heavy hearts, we, the Trustees, announce that
the society will close by the end of the year
and, as one would expect, in an orderly and
graceful way as possible.

We have paid for a new website domain and plan to
port the BFMS site to the new domain which will
con�nue to be updated on a regular basis. I plan to
a�end events and conferences on a voluntary basis. I
shall also a�end the trial of two BFMS members which
is listed for January 2023. I look forward to mee�ng
friends old and new at the FACT conference in
Birmingham on 15 October 2022.
All good wishes,
Kevin
(Dr Kevin Felstead,
Director of Communica�ons, BFMS).

We must not ignore the generous and
unstinting support our membership has
provided over the decades. While we are
incredibly grateful for that support, it would be
most unfair to seek support from you once
again, and with no prospect of securing longerterm funding.
We intend to maintain the website for a further
five years, albeit with a different name. Kevin is
contributing to an academic paper (if accepted)
focusing on the work of the BFMS; he is also
writing a book (working outwards from
Fractured Families) which will be ready for
publication next year. Our intention is to wind
down the operation on a positive note, and to
leave a legacy of good working.
Yours,
Andrew Entwistle
Chair of the Trustees
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Data Privacy and Your Rights
by Brian Hudson
Most of us will be aware of the
immense amount of datum which
is kept on us in various ways by
many organisa�ons. There are the
data which are kept by
government bodies from taxa�on
and employment to the paper and
digital data stored at our place of
work. Then there are the data
collected by internet cookies and
other social media enterprises
such as Facebook. Once stored
and saved all this informa�on is
very hard or virtually impossible
to remove.

The internet since its concep�on
as early as 1950 has now exploded
upon us and whilst it can be a
force for good and efficiency it can
also be noose around the neck. It
seems at �mes that it has been
with us forever yet the social
media aspect has only been
around since about 1997.
Facebook did not really take off
un�l 2006 though prior to this
there was a period of incuba�on
from 2004. Twi�er formally
named Twi�er which was also
hatched in 2006 seems to have
been here like Facebook for a long
�me. Then of course we have all
the refinements made to twi�er,
such as hashtag, which was
conceived around 2007 but did
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not take off fully �ll 2009 when it
served to group content together.
We then get TikTok, Instagram,
Snapchat, YouTube (2005) and a
host of other social media apps,
groups and search engines.
Possibly the biggest of these is
Google.

Conceived in 1995 and bought
from the inventors in 1998,
Google Inc was born and launched
and is now a powerful interface
used by millions. It is this means
of being able to search data that is
probably the thorn in the side of
those wishing for privacy. Once a
newspaper ar�cle is wri�en and
published on the world wide web
then there it more or less stays
forever, and the digital footprint
can haunt a single person for
years.
For those with a criminal record
wishing to legi�mately reform and
put behind them mistakes of the
past, and for those who were
accused, charged but cleared but
whose cases were covered in the
media, it is impossible to shake off
the dust in the form of
informa�on bytes le� behind.
Whilst it can be buried to some
extent it remains there and more
and more companies now use
search engines to gain informa�on
FACTion - Vol 12.1- Autumn 2022

about individuals and to check the
accuracy of their CVs and job
applica�ons. It can be a form of
punishment that seems to last
forever and has more far-reaching
effects than any previous
repor�ng.
It was said that back in the days of
excessive corporal punishment for
offences that the barbaric use of
devices such as the stocks where a
person was locked in to face the
onslaught of being pelted and
shamed by the locals was a gross
infringement of one’s dignity and
was outlawed in the 1870s. It
could be said now that though this
was considered a short sharp
shock punishment at least it
remained local and had an end
date or hour, while this cannot be
said of the con�nued shame,
anxiety and discontent that the
web brings to those who would
like to move on posi�vely with
their lives. It is there forever and
far from being local it is open to
the world and all the following
poten�al descendants of one’s
family.
For those with a criminal record
whether deserved or not, we have
digital court records and of course
the Disclosure and Barring Service,
the watchdog for employers
wan�ng to ensure their poten�al
employee is free from past
convic�ons. There are four levels
to this the basic level being to
inform employers of any past
criminal offence whether ‘spent’
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in legal terms or otherwise. The
next level is the enhanced level
which is there for those who seek
to work with children or
vulnerable adults. This list will
contain the names of those not
just who have a convic�on but for
those who the police may
consider a risk and have some
relevant informa�on. This has
been used as a result of
safeguarding issues and
irrespec�ve of a person’s claims of
innocence and this informa�on
can put an end to their career
forever. There is a right and
procedure to challenge the above
and in some cases individuals have
achieved this.

There are many organisa�ons
which well may keep data on a
person, the good thing is you have
a right in law to know this and
send requests to access these
data. The easiest way is probably
using an internet request form
such as those available at
‘‘whatDoTheyKnow .com’ h�ps://
www.whatdotheyknow.com. Make
a subject access request here to

the relevant body to lean more. It
is your right to do this and to be
informed of any content that is
held on you. I also recommend
visi�ng the Independent
Commissioners Office (ICO)
h�ps://ico.org.uk where you will
find many guidelines as well as
legal informa�on which is there to
regulate data.
Perhaps the greatest challenge
and blight of all is what is available
on a Google or other search
engine. Typing in your name and
another keyword could reveal
much about you and it may well
take a casual user to a place of
informa�on which has

condemning reports of your past.
To those of us who face or have
endured a false allega�on this is
very disturbing and only serves to
cause a life�me of grief and
undeserved shame. There is no
escape from this though it can be
reduced by applying to search
engines explaining that there is
now no public interest in retaining
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the search paths and references to
you.
There are companies which will do
this for you for a fee and some
years ago we heard from one such
company named ‘My Clean Slate’,
www.mycleanslate.co.uk
Before contac�ng a company you
need a convic�on to be spent (if
you have one), and historical/non
recent in �meline with no other
ongoing convic�ons. It is up to the
individual to show that this
informa�on and the links to it are
no longer relevant. It needs to be
emphasised that the online
availability of this defaming
informa�on has a con�nuing
impact on your life and your right
to freedom as is stated in the
European Conven�on of Human
Rights. One can also appeal this
through the ‘ICO’.
The above is by no means
defini�ve and serves only as a
guideline from informa�on held
by the writer. It is a complex and
�me consuming process to
examine and collate then object to
data held on anyone and like the
universe itself the web now
expands at an alarming rate
crea�ng its own alterna�ve world
where informa�on rules.
Editor’s Note
In May 2022, Google announced a
new tool to streamline the
process of removing research
results that contain your contact
details and other personal
iden�fiable informa�on (PII)
which they began to roll out in
September. It is called, ‘Results
about You’ and can be found by
Googling those three words.
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Opera�on Violent Oak
by Stephen Glascoe

Reviewed by
Michael Curran
FACTion Editor

As it says on the back of the book,
Opera�on Violet Oak was the
police inves�ga�on into an
alleged historical child abuse ring
in Cardiff. GP Stephen Glascoe
was one of five men falsely
accused of being a member of
the alleged ring. This book is an
account of how this affected him.
It covers the period from his
arrest in July 2016 to the
dropping of all charges in January
2018, just two weeks before trial.

Published by: Serenbooks, 2022
h�ps://www.serenbooks.com
£9.99
ISBN - 978-1-78172-579-5
260 pages
Also available as an e-book
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In addi�on to recoun�ng the
effect on himself, his health, his
marriage, and his friendships,
Glascoe believes that he and his
co-defendants were caught up in
the media hysteria surrounding
several historic child abuse cases,
which drove police forces to
strive for convic�ons.’
I have to admire Stephen Glascoe
for wri�ng this well-wri�en book.
Most people who have been
through the trauma of being
falsely accused of child abuse,
with the added complica�ons of
the a�ermath of suffering from
PTSD, would not want to relive
the experience by wri�ng a book;
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which in itself is stressful enough.
Stephen Glascoe has produced a
magnificent and insigh�ul
account of his ordeal of being
falsely accused that lasted
eighteen months, although this
book covers a further eighteen
months as he details the struggles
he had a�er the case was
dropped, not only with the a�er
effects upon his body but also the
difficul�es he had in trying to
claim back, from Legal Aid, some
of the money he had spent on
defending his innocence.
Stephen’s story takes us through
all the classic events that involve
false accusa�ons of historical
abuse which do not have any
evidence other than a statement
or, as in this case, numerous
statements from the accuser.
1. Peaceful life before police
arrest
Stephen begins by detailing
the quite peaceful, innocent
life he had before the shock
of his arrest, and in his case,
he was deliberately treated
in such a way as to cause
maximum devasta�on to
him and his wife.

Opera�on Violet Oak, by Stephen Glascoe

2. The accuser has had a difficult life
The accuser, Florence (not her real name) had
been having therapy and including the o�en
cri�cised regression therapy.
3. The Police refer to the accuser as the ‘vic�m’
As a ‘vic�m’, the police accepted, without
ques�on, the accuser's story.
4. Compensa�on is paid before any proof that the
abuse occurred
Before the trial the accuser had already claimed
from the Criminal Injury Board thousands of
pounds.
5. Guilty un�l proven innocent
Stephen Glascoe was treated by the police as if
he had already been found guilty.
6. Proving innocence - not by the police!
Stephen realised that he and his legal team had
to inves�gate the allega�ons if they were to
prove his innocence, something which the
general public would expect the police to do.
7. Police effec�veness is judged by how many people
they convict, not by proving an allega�on is false.
Despite Stephen’s Defence team submi�ng
evidence of the flaws in the accuser’s
statements, the police & CPS con�nue with the
prosecu�on.
8. Media cri�cism affects the police and CPS
Washing their hands of making any decision, the
Police would leave the truth of the accusa�ons to
an overworked CPS, who in turn, not wan�ng to
be cri�cised, or fearing making a mistake, would
decide to leave it to the jury to decide.
9. Proving Innocence can financially ruin a person
When Stephen was pronounced innocent by the
Crown Court Judge, Stephen was le� with a huge
legal bill for defending his innocence and
freedom, without any right to a full financial
redress.
10. A�er the trial - life is never the same - PTSD
The a�ereffects, o�en akin to PTSD, would
remain for a long �me with Stephen.
11. False accusa�ons affects family & friends
The whole sorry saga affects Stephen’s

immediate family, friendships, and beyond.
12. The person making a false accusa�on is rarely
charged by the police - no true sta�s�cs
Stephen’s accuser was never charged with
making a false statement to the police and
perver�ng the cause of jus�ce. This might be due
to the fact that such an ac�on would show up the
police and the CPS. This is probably why there are
no sta�s�cs rela�ng to false accusa�ons, giving
the false impression that it is a rare event.

A well wri�en Book
Stephen’s used his wri�ng to help him cope with the
stress, (with a li�le extra help from whisky and
cigare�es) and I have to congratulate him on wri�ng
so well, which might partly be due to him following an
MA course in wri�ng at his local university during his
limbo �me of being falsely accused.

Conclusion - A Highly Recommended Book
I highly recommend this important book to anybody
involved in, or studying, the the jus�ce system, as it
gives a first-hand insight into the present-day flaws in
our judicial system. I believe it is also a must read for
those who are trying to help vic�ms of false
accusa�ons as they would glean many �ps and
strategies for them to use in their support.
If you are one of those many many people who have
been through the trauma of being falsely accused of
abuse, this book will reassure you that you are not
alone.
For those who are suffering false accusa�ons of abuse
at this present �me,it will remove any naïve thoughts
that the police are on their side, and hopefully, this
book will encourage them to fight for their innocence if they can afford it!

Editor's Note:
Simon Hicks from Seren books has kindly donated
two Opera�on Violet Oak books to FACT. I would
highly recommend buying the book, but for those who
at this �me cannot afford to do so but wish to read it,
you may borrow a copy from FACT’s Co-coordinator. .
Also, see Harvey Proctor’s account of his false
allega�ons, given at the recent FACT’s Conference
(May 2022) and published on page 7 of this magazine.
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This book, as the introduction states, ‘tells the stories of
seven men who, at the time of writing, are in their mid to
late 40s, but who, in the 1980s, were teenagers resident in St
Roch’s, a residential school, what was then, in Scotland,
called a List D school. [N.B. Not the school’s real name.]
The school was run by a Catholic religious order, the De La
Salle Brothers. Boys were placed there through the
Children’s Hearings System, the Scottish system of juvenile
justice, on account of a need for compulsory measures of
care as a result of offending or for reasons of care and
protection. While the main focus of the book is to tell the
stories of the boys placed there, it grounds these in a wider
history of St Roch’s and of residential schooling more
generally’.
The first few chapters place this academic research in its
historical context, which is often not understood by the press
and others who have investigated or made pronouncements
on St Roch’s and other similar schools. This niggled a past
resident, who was quoted in the book as saying;

Published by: Routledge, 9 September 2022¹
Hardback: £120, ISBN: 978-1138598706
E-Book: £24.63, ISBN: 1138598704
171 pages
Or order a copy from your local public library

About the Author
Mark Smith is Professor of Social Work at the
University of Dundee, Scotland, but over the
course the 1980s he worked in St Roch’s, a List D
(Sco�sh Approved) school. Prior to that he
worked at the University of Strathclyde, where
he set up the first Master's programme in
Residen�al Child Care in the UK, and at the
University of Edinburgh, where, la�erly, he
served as Head of Social Work. Before entering
academia, he worked in and managed
residen�al care establishments for almost 20
years. He has published widely on residen�al
child care and on social work more generally. He
and his family maintain direct involvement in
child care through fostering.

1. The book states that is was ‘First published in

“These people get thousands of pounds paid to them just
to sit behind a desk, who’s never been in a place like
that. Who never even looked at a place like that.”
Page 151
The stories told of St Roch’s in this book, including the
author’s own reminisces of the time he worked there, give a
framework that the author uses to look beyond those school
gates to the wider issues of how society views the care of
young people in the late twentieth Century, its present
fascination with non-recent child abuse stories, and the
various schemes designed to give redress for past abuse.
This has been called a ‘brave’² book and I agree with that
statement since its findings go against the perceived view
that the press, the police, certain solicitors, and social media
have created in our society’s consciousness. Why brave?
Because, despite the evidence presented in this book, some
people will not like hearing the truth and will react
accordingly. History and present day events have shown us
that people have been silenced, even executed, for
expressing opinions that are contrary to a society’s beliefs.
Unlike journalistic descriptions, this sociological study,
takes all the recognised precautions in using the quotes from
past residents and members of staff. I found it a remarkable,
if not unique, academic study into list D schools in Scotland
(Approved Schools in England, Wales, and Northern
Ireland), which focuses on one particular residential school,
St Roch’s, as the author named the school.

2023’, which is an error.

2. Sebastian Monteux, former residential care worker, registered mental health nurse and lecturer in mental health nursing at Abertay University
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Boys’ stories of their �me in Residen�al School
‘The best years of our lives’, by Mark Smith

The spur to write this book was the
distress that staff and past boys of St
Roch’s experienced when the school
was portrayed in the press as a place
of abuse and unhappiness. That had
not been their experience. They felt
that the strong societal myth, that
residential schools, particularly
those run by religious groups, were
a hotbed of abuse had silenced their
voices, voices that told a very
different story.
As one past resident of St Roch’s
said,
“God, it’s crazy when you think
of all the crap that you’ve read
in the papers and things. It’s
kind of frustrating actually,
when you kind of think back to
how good the experience was.”
(Page 141)
The author, whilst acknowledging
the views of those who were
abused and the outcome of the
subsequent Court findings, has
attempted to give us through this
academic study, a greater
understanding of the wider historical
perspective of our society at a
particular time in its history and of
the work carried out in residential
schools for teenagers who were
experiencing difficulties in their
lives.
In Chapter 11 he clearly states:
‘I set out in this chapter to try
and explain the dissonance
between the grand narrative of
abuse and the stories told by
boys of their time in St Roch’s.
The conclusion I draw is that the
grand narrative does not hold –
it is, in Frankfurter’s (2018)
analysis, a myth, less a crime
than a state of mind. To claim
this is not to deny instances of
abuse but, as a wider social and
cultural phenomenon, the
assumption of mass abuse in
residential care is a myth, based

around the current imaging of
evil.’ (page 143)
Going beyond the walls of St
Roch’s, this study uses examples of
exposed fantasies held by certain
individuals, and myths held by the
police, the press and the wider
society, by reminding us of the
events around Haut De La Garenne
in Jersey, where the press claimed
that ‘child skull fragments’ were
found in its cellar. These bones
turned out to be to be coconut shell
fragments. Of course, the infamous
Carl Beech case is mentioned,
where the police described him as a
‘credible’ witness, only to have
found out later that they, and the
press, had been ‘willingly’ duped by
his fantasies.
This reminder of past mistakes,
mistakes that have had an enormous
detrimental effect on individual
lives, e.g. see Harvey Proctor’s story
on page 9 of this magazine, is
another reason why this is such an
important sociological study.
Adding to this historical perspective,
the author has also brought together
other works, and studies, both from
these isles and from abroad. Readers
of this magazine will be familiar
with the work of the late Richard
Webster and his book, The Secret of
Bryn Estyn. (See page 42 of this
magazine.) Webster is quoted
throughout this study. I personally
like Bob Woffinden’s quote in
relation to Richard Webster’s book,
… the real secret of Bryn Estyn,
“was that there was no secret at
all; it was just an ordinary
community home where staff
did their best to look after
difficult adolescents”.
(Page 150)
‘Doing their best’ for the young
people in their care is another aspect
of this book, and again readjusts the
common narrative about the staff
who worked in residential schools.
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The teachers made great efforts to
improve the education of the young
people, and we know that education
is the main route away from a life of
poverty that can also involve crime;
this fact is clearly illustrated in this
book. Also, residential social
workers, together with the teachers,
made great efforts to extend the
experiences of the young people,
e.g. visits to the theatre, outward
bound activities and team games.
Looking back, the book reflects
upon the present Health and Safety
‘risk’ culture which would now
prevent many of those activities that
at the time enhanced the young
people’s lives, helped to socialise
them, and improve their self worth
and esteem.
In conclusion, I cannot state any
better the last sentence of this
important study,
‘If this book has done its job, it
will, at least, have opened up
some questions and debates that
need to surface if we are to
come to a more measured,
nuanced, and honest
understanding of the role
residential schools played in
social work history.’ (page 152)
I enjoyed reading this book and it
deserves to be widely read and
promoted. .
Postscript
The cost of this fine, thoroughly
research and richly referenced study
is £120, although you can find
slightly cheaper versions if you look
around. £120 is not a typing error!
If you do get hold of a hard copy,
maybe through your library, you
will find it is a small book, but you
will need to give yourself plenty of
time to read it, for as mentioned
above, it is a dense sociological
study.
I am grateful to the publishers for
supplying me with the image of the
front cover.
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Le�er sent to Parliament, et al,
by Mike Naughton of Lewis Legal
Lewis Legal
Miscarriage of Jus�ce Inves�ga�ons UK
St James Business Centre
Wilderspool Causeway
Warrington WA4 6PS
Telephone: 0330-133-4265
FAO: Cons�tuents Members of Parliament
The BBC
ITN News
Sky News
Channel 4 News

Pri� Patel MP
Dominic Raab MP
Max Hill QC

24th May 2022

Dear Member of Parliament Et Al,
Open Le�er to the BBC, ITN, Sky News, Channel 4 News, All United Kingdom MP’s, Pri�
Patel, Dominic Raab, Max Hill QC – Evidence of gross acts of failure and criminal ac�vity
amongst the UK Police Force and what is a Criminal Jus�ce System that is grossly unfair
My name is Mike Naughton. I am a Forensic Inves�gator and Private Inves�gator and owner
of Lewis Legal Miscarriages of Jus�ce UK and have received instruc�on on behalf of clients
within miscarriage of jus�ce inves�ga�ons now for almost fourteen years.
In that �me, I have worked on many cases where I have obtained and presented, clear
evidence that inves�ga�ng officers have at best grossly failed their professional duty to
ensure that every case is dealt with, on a level, even field “without fear or favour" and at
worst have acted criminally to pervert the course of jus�ce to ensure a convic�on, a
convic�on which of course means an innocent person receives a criminal convic�on.
If I am challenged to do so, I am prepared to present evidence from case file which will
ul�mately name and shame specific constabularies throughout the UK. namely Northern
Ireland, Wales, England and States of Jersey police and prosecu�on services.
The evidence is there, it is clear and yet it is ignored. This is the point where some of our
police become the criminals, the criminals they are protec�ng us law abiding ci�zens from.
There is nothing in the law which allows our police force and prosecutors to break the law
for the purpose of detec�ng and prosecu�ng crime, however, this is what I can prove is
happening and happens far more o�en than the public are aware.
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Le�er sent to Parliament by Mike Naughton of Lewis Legal … con�nued

Some may say, “so why are you so hell bent on rocking the boat in bringing this to the
a�en�on of parliament et al when it could rightly affect our business?" My answer is
simple. It is wrong and sickening that fellow human beings with a piece of �n that says
they have extra powers and a handful of qualifica�ons that says they can stand in court
and accuse you or preside over your freedom in the knowledge that the evidence against
you may have been fabricated.
Moving on to the Criminal Jus�ce System itself, the CPS, the prosecu�on, and defence
lawyers themselves. In effect and despite the best inten�on of Max Hill QC in 2018 the CPS
is s�ll failing innocent people, and this is mainly down to believing that the police have
done their du�es in obtaining and presen�ng all available evidence without bias in favour
of the complainant. I refuse to call the complainant the vic�m, as in my experience the
vic�m can also be the defendant who is facing false allega�ons.
It is evident that unless you have wealth or access to a pot of money which may mean
selling the family home as I have seen, the chance of you succeeding in a successful
defence or appeal drops dras�cally and although there are some good passionate legally
aided defenders, once you become a legally aided client and I quote from a lawyer I know
"you become one of the pile of cases in the corner of the room" hence the reason he does
not do legally aided work.
The one thing I have become aware of over the years, as knowledgeable as a defence
lawyer may be at criminal law, many lawyers are not trained inves�gators, they do not look
at all poten�al areas where defence material may come on the incorrect assump�on that
the police will do this for them. They wont and they don't - and that is a fact.
Many are not aware of exactly how police disclose electronic device evidence which in
many cases, the format it is disclosed to defence will assist the prosecu�on and undermine
the defence, we see this many �mes go unno�ced by the defence, wrongly assuming that
police have disclosed a complete "image" of the defendants or complainant's phone,
when in fact police have cherry picked what they have chosen to disclose.
In a very recent case we have worked on, police cherry picked evidence from the
complainant’s phone choosing not to download the actual evidence that she has made a
false allega�on for the purposes of gaining an advantage in the Family Court. She has
commi�ed a criminal offence and if police are aware, and we must assume that her mobile
phone has been fully examined, then they too have acted to pervert the course of jus�ce.
Choosing not to disclose evidence obtained by police and handed to the CPS that
undermines the prosecu�on and assists the defence, is nothing more than an act to
pervert the course of jus�ce and this happens many �mes. This is not a “tac�cal decision"
by the prosecu�on - it is a criminal offence.
This non-disclosure is by far the most common act that leads to a wrongful convic�on.
Recent changes in the law have made it so that those the police will call vic�ms of sexual
offences no longer have to hand over their mobile phone for forensic examina�on. Believe
me, there can be vital evidence on that phone that will prove that the allega�ons that they

FACTion - Vol 12.1- Autumn 2022

Page 36

Le�er sent to Parliament by Mike Naughton of Lewis Legal … con�nued

have made against another are fabricated. This change in the law needs to be immediately
reversed.
We only need to go back to the trial of Mr Liam Allan in 2017 where there was clear
evidence on the phone of the complainant which led to his being found not guilty at trial.
The Met Police did indeed make a full apology to Mr Allan, however this in itself was the
strongest evidence that should have called for full disclosure of all complainants phones in
Sexual Offence cases. I would allege that had Mr Allan not have the opportunity to fully
defend himself, inves�ga�ng officers would have been congratula�ng themselves. This is a
prime example of police "choosing" not to disclose the evidence that would prove
innocence, and it is only right that we have to assume that inves�ga�ng officers would have
viewed, noted but chosen not to act on the evidence which proved Mr Allan's innocence,
yet again another act to pervert the course of jus�ce.
In one case I can evidence, the prosecu�on relied totally on mobile phone evidence and yet
the trial judge refused to disclose the mobile phone of the complainant for forensic
examina�on. It is cases like these where there is a clear prejudice against the person
defending themselves and this prejudice should not, and must not exist in a court of law.
Changes are needed and are needed now without delay. The changes needed range from
changes in the law and what is or what isn't "fresh" evidence, charges brought against
those it can be proven have acted to pervert the course of jus�ce no ma�er what rank or
posi�on they hold within the criminal jus�ce
There needs to be a new policing service which polices the police. The IOPC has become a
toothless �ger employing ex-police officers to inves�gate their old work colleagues, o�en
passing the case back to the constabulary in ques�on and in some cases, I can evidence
where it is the Professional Standards Department themselves who are ac�ng to pervert
the course of jus�ce, which supports the joke “we have inves�gated ourselves and we have
found we have done nothing wrong".
I am seeing regularly that even though defence had the evidence or knew of it, they failed
to obtain or u�lise it. In legal terms this is called a "tac�cal decision". Sadly however it
isn't, this is a gross failure by defence missing clear grounds to prove innocence or for an
appeal. Sadly though, in my fourteen years, try finding a law firm that will happily submit
an appeal on grounds of ineffectual defence, it very rarely happens despite presen�ng
strong evidence of such.
There must be a change in the way police officers are recruited, there are far too many
bigots, racists, bullies, misogynists and those without empathy, life experience are ge�ng
through what should be a strict ve�ng process so that the best person for the job is
employed.
I could go on. I could evidence the misogyny and failures within the Family Court against
both mothers and fathers, the court that hides its ac�ons under the secrecy of the Family
Court rules.
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Le�er sent to Parliament by Mike Naughton of Lewis Legal … con�nued

MPs Et Al, it is now �me to act to make changes, those changes will undoubtably see a
reduc�on in prison numbers, a growth in confidence in our Criminal Jus�ce System and
Police.
It is the duty of every MP to act on behalf of every one of their cons�tuents, and if you
receive a copy of this le�er and choose not to act, then shame on you, it is what you are
being paid to do.
As I have stated, I can and if asked, provide evidence to support every claim that have made
in my effort and my duty to try and make a claim.
As a country that many na�ons base their own Criminal Jus�ce System and laws on, we are
failing many innocent people and at the same �me, allowing many guilty people to walk away
from court with smiles on their faces and a fat cheque en route from the Criminal Injuries
Compensa�on Authority, the easiest £22,000 they will make and in some cases on more than
one occasion.
The process of change needs to start. Too many people are being charged and found guilty
of offences due to false allega�ons being made against them. This has to change and change
isn't rocket science, it is simply star�ng with police doing the job they swore on oath to do.
This means from tomorrow ge�ng rid of the "BELIEVE THE VICTIM" approach to figh�ng
crime, because the "vic�ms" are o�en the ins�gators of the crime.
Finally, let us remember, just one person wrongly found guilty of a crime is a gross failure of
our Criminal Jus�ce System and all of those who have knowingly contributed to this failure
should hold their heads in shame.
May I thank you for taking your �me to read this open le�er and I pray that you act
appropriately. It is now up to you, the recipient, to start to make this change happen.
May your God Bless and keep you.
Kindest regards and with the very best inten�ons

Mike Naughton — Forensic Inves�gator
Lewis Legal – Miscarriages of Jus�ce Inves�ga�ons UK
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From the FACTion Archive
2009 (pages 4 & 5)

Page 39

FACTion - Vol 12.1- Autumn 2022

From the FACTion Archive - 2009 (pages 4 & 5) … con�nued

How often have I heard
“I used to respect the police”
or “ I would always stick up for the police
- but no more”.
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Also Supporting Victims of False Allegations
We are happy to introduce other organisations, where you may find additional information / support:

S.A.F.A.R.I. - Supporting All Falsely Accused With Reference Information. safari-uk.org
SAFARI provide powerful and positive information to those who are in a position to make necessary
changes in the UK's investigative and judicial systems, to those who have been affected by false
accusations and to those who have suffered from being pressurised into making false accusations.

F.A.S.O. - False Allegations Support Organisation - www.false-allegations.org.uk
A voluntary organisation that offers clear information, practical advice, and emotional support to anyone
affected by false allegations of abuse. Contact - Margaret - 0844 335 1992
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Daniel Berke is one of the most sought-after solicitors for individuals facing allegations of
sexual nature in the civil, criminal and appellate courts.
His experience includes ac�ng in some of the highest profile sex cases brought against
public figures and celebri�es. Daniel has been consulted by poli�cians about proposed
changes to the law regarding anonymity for suspects in sex cases.
He has been widely quoted and interviewed in the media on this subject.
3D Solicitors are proud to support the work of FACT
Contact:
W: www.3d-solicitors.com E: info@3d-solicitors.com T: 0161 250 5766
Queen’s Chambers, 5 John Dalton Street, Manchester M2 6ET

Submitting Articles & Reviews to FACTion
We would prefer articles to be written in Microsoft Word and sent to the editor as an email
attachment. Please submit all images separately and preferably in their original size.

Copyright
Authors are responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce any copyright material.

Guidelines for Contributors
‘Guidelines for Contributors’ is available from the editor or
can be downloaded from our website: https://factuk.org/newsletter/

Email articles to: editor@faction.news

Richard Webster’s Website
A reminder from FACT that this very important website is still online

Very sadly, Richard died in June 2011, after suffering heart failure during the night.
Richard researched and wrote about many of the issues central to FACT’s work. He was very
farsighted and decades ahead in his realisation of the truth. He was also involved with FACT in the
early days. His books ‘The Great Children's Home Panic’ (1998) and ‘The Secret of Bryn Estyn’
(2005) are directly related to FACT and the devastating effect of false allegations on its members.
Richard’s friends would like to ensure that he is properly remembered and they want his work to
remain readily available for others to read, hence the continuation of his website:

www.richardwebster.org
FACTion - Vol 12.1- Autumn 2022
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Supporting victims of unfounded Allegations of Abuse

We are here to listen
support and
help.

Helpline: 0843 289 2016
N.B. This is a legal helpline for England and Wales only. 10am to 10pm.
Please note this number is chargeable, please check with your provider for call charges.
For general help please email; sec@factuk.org or call 0844 3510126 Mon - Thursday, 10am to 6pm
Scan me

FACT, 83 Ducie Street, Manchester, M1 2JQ

factuk.org

