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My Ordeal by a FACT member… con�nued

My Ordeal
by a FACT Member
Here we have a true account of a member’s experience of a false allega�on. Our member is
now through this but the memory of this and the ongoing effects are permanent. This
account is very reflec�ve of others we get sent to us by email and highlights what many
others may go through. Our member has documented his experiences below with the
inten�on of trying to help others who may be going through a similar experience.
Judgment was due to be sent to
my lawyer at eleven. I decided to
wait at home. My daughter and
girlfriend had arrived about ten
and we drank tea. By eleven
thirty, I had heard nothing from
my lawyer and I texted her “How
did I do?” She replied almost
immediately with a simple, “Very
well.” At eleven, thirty two, I was
no longer the defendant
undergoing the ordeal of trial for
sexually assaul�ng a child. I had
officially become the vic�m of a
false accusa�on of sexual assault.
I was a teacher. This is my story. It
didn’t happen in the UK, but the
procedures and a�tudes are the
same. It began in May 2019 when the
newly appointed head of the school
called me in to inform me that an
allega�on of sexual assault had been
made against me by a thirteen yearold girl; a student. She had told
another teacher and the school
counsellor, that I had brushed her
bo�om with my hand for four
seconds, during a lesson. I denied the
allega�on and asked the head to
interview the other students in the
class. I suggested three boys who had
sat directly behind the girl (the
alleged vic�m) and had a clear view.
He said he would do that, and told me
to get back to work. At this stage, I
was concerned, but not overly
concerned. The head had sent me
back to work. As he told me later. “If I
thought you’d done it, you’d have
been out of the school in a second.”
The alleged vic�m had been sat in the
front row, in the middle desk, in plain
view of everyone. There were eight
other students in the room. The

Page 3

lesson had proceeded and ended
normally. I’d had no physical contact
or significant interac�on with the
alleged vic�m. In the week between
the lesson and the head interviewing
me, I’d heard nothing about a sexual
assault in any of my classes; an
extraordinary silence for such a
significant event – if it were true. I
expected the head would interview
the other students and the truth
would prevail. About two weeks later,
the head called me in again. He told
me he’d carried out interviews,
completed his inves�ga�on, and that
he’d take the allega�on no further. I
was to carry on as normal. At that
point, we both thought this was a
case of a troubled girl making a
preposterous allega�on, and that the
allega�on had been properly
inves�gated, and found to be untrue.

The calm before the storm
Summer and Autumn passed, and by
November 2019, I’d moved on from
the school - for unconnected reasons.
In November 2019, I took a call from
an inves�gator appointed by a
prosecutor who wanted to interview
me at the local police sta�on about
an allega�on of sexual assault against
a child in May 2019. I a�ended the
interview and answered his
ques�ons. I learned that the alleged
vic�m had produced a witness, her
FACTion - Vol 11.2- Winter 2021-22

best friend, who’d been si�ng next to
her during the lesson. I asked that the
three boys, who’d already told the
head that nothing improper had
occurred, be interviewed by the
police. As a teacher, I thought the
allega�on was preposterous.
According to the alleged vic�m and
her best friend, I’d somehow sexually
assaulted a child si�ng in the front
row of a class. Her best friend had
seen it, but no one else had. Neither
the alleged vic�m nor her best friend,
nor anyone else, had said or done
anything at the �me, but the alleged
vic�m had later reported the alleged
assault to another teacher. My
posi�on was that the allega�on was a
lie; and not even a good one. The eye
witnesses would se�le the issue,
par�cularly the three boys sat behind.

had s�ll not been interviewed. At the
very strong insistence of my lawyer,
the two boys were finally interviewed
– now thirteen months a�er the
alleged assault. They also said the
same thing they’d said before;
nothing improper had occurred.
Incredibly, despite three eyewitnesses, each si�ng with a plain
view of the alleged sexual assault,
tes�fying that the assault didn’t
occur, the prosecu�on chose to go to
trial.
In June 2020 we sat through a oneday trial. We watched films of the
alleged vic�m and her best friend
giving their evidence. We saw the
best friend tes�fy that a�er the
alleged assault “I turned to the girl
si�ng behind me (let’s call her
Rosemary – not her real name) and
asked her if she saw the assault.
Rosemary said she hadn’t.” My lawyer
produced the a�endance list.
Rosemary was absent from school
that day.

I instructed a lawyer. My lawyer asked
the prosecutor, once again, for the
three boys to be interviewed. By
March 2020, they’d interviewed one
of the boys. He was, as before,
adamant there had been no sexual
assault, and that the lesson had
proceeded and ended normally,
without incident.

The head gave evidence. He described
his inves�ga�on of May 2019, and the
reasons for his conclusion. He
tes�fied that, “I took the two girls to
the room separately, and asked them
to show me what happened. I got
three different stories.” The
prosecutor’s summing up took about
one minute. She had two points. The
child should be believed, and the
three boys must have all looked the
other way at the exact moment the
assault occurred. Judgement was
deferred for four weeks. Outside the
court, my lawyer said “I’ve been in
this game a long �me, and I can’t find
a way to write a judgement that
would find you guilty.” I was
reassured, but at that point, I was s�ll
a defendant undergoing a trial for an
alleged sexual assault against a child.
That changed at eleven, thirty two
when I received my lawyer’s message.
“Very well.” Not guilty. Time for
appeal against the judgment passed
28 days later.

A trial was listed for June 2020. Days
before the trial the two other boys

I don’t teach in a school anymore. I
haven’t taught a class since June

In January 2020 the prosecu�on
informed me they intended to
proceed to trial. They sent me a file of
the evidence against me. It contained
statements from the alleged vic�m.
Her best friend. Her mother. Her
father. The head. The school
counsellor, and another teacher.
They’d not interviewed any of the
children sat in the class that day, and
crucially, not the three boys.

2019. As a teacher in an inner-city
school, full of very troubled children,
I’d stood on the front line, and I’d
deserved be�er. It took thirteen
months to dispose of an obviously
preposterous allega�on. My
confidence in “the system” is nonexistent. My ordeal proves there is no
filtering process. The allega�on, once
made, was steam-rollered to trial.
The prosecu�on took evidence from
all sorts of people who weren’t there,
and seemingly hoped to avoid hearing
from anyone who was; other than the
alleged vic�m and her best friend.
When the three boys were finally
heard, the prosecu�on’s case
collapsed. But even then, they
insisted on the formality of a trial.
Tens of thousands of pounds of public
money wasted.
If anyone were to ask me, I wouldn’t
recommend they work in a school,
par�cularly a man. There are way too
many people in important posi�ons
(do-gooders, virtue signallers and
those addicted to dogma) who take
“The Child Must Be Believed” policy
to an extreme, no ma�er what the
evidence that he/she should not.
In my case no one seemed able to
take responsibility to abandon the
case; despite the overwhelming
evidence. “The system” let me down,
and most of all, it let the alleged
vic�m down. She is a child. A very
troubled child, living in a highlydysfunc�onal family. She is now a
proven liar, amongst the school staff,
and amongst her peers. She will have
my ordeal on her conscious for ever.
Par�cularly when she matures and
realises the damage she has done; to
me, to the two members of staff who
believed and supported her (they
were let go in consequence of their
conduct), and to women who are
genuinely sexually assaulted.
Un�l the prosecutor’s office is staffed
by people with be�er judgement,
values and competence, working in a
school is a job best avoided.
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Things I know now,
I wish I had known then.
1. Do not underes�mate the
trouble you are in
There were thirteen months between
allega�on and trial. For the first six of
those thirteen months, I was ignorant
of the prosecu�on against me; the
head had correctly dismissed the
allega�on as untrue. In the gap
between then and November 2019,
when I was asked to a�end an
interview, the prosecutor had been
busy assembling a case. I didn’t even
know. Even then, I didn’t fully
appreciate the trouble I was in. I was
innocent. The allega�on was
preposterous. There were witnesses.
The allega�on had been inves�gated
by the head and found to be untrue.
The head had seemed to hope to deal
with it quickly and informally.
As soon as you are aware a complaint
has been made, (no ma�er how
preposterous) get it properly
inves�gated. If it’s possible, ask for an
independent person (a lawyer? a
school governor?) to be appointed by
your manager to carry out the
interviews and inves�ga�on.

Document everything
Don’t be reassured by your manager
that everything can be dealt with
quickly and easily. Insist on a proper
process. Have your manager
interview everybody, and document
everything. If in doubt,
(a) Ask for the inves�ga�on to be
recorded in wri�ng, and ask for
wri�en confirma�on that it has
been done.
(b) Ask for wri�en updates.
(c) Ask for notes to be taken of all
steps and interviews made during
the inves�ga�on.
(D) Ask for your manager’s
conclusions to be documented.
Ask that he/she jus�fy those
conclusions.
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My Ordeal by a FACT member… con�nued

You have to take it seriously, and
your manager has to take it seriously.
I didn’t and my head didn’t. We both
regre�ed that later.
[See Editor’s note at end of ar�cle]

2. You didn’t do it.
You are the vic�m
I was some�mes afflicted by a feeling
of hopelessness. The prosecu�on’s
evidence seemed overwhelming.
Statement a�er statement
condemning me as a paedophile, a
bad teacher and a bad person. A
hundred and forty pages of it. I could
hardly read it. There are parts of it I
s�ll can’t bring myself to read. The
fact that it was all based on a lie, and
supported by mul�ple more lies, told
by mul�ple prosecu�on witnesses,
got lost – even to me. I almost lost
sight of the fact I didn’t do it. That
small light of truth was obscured by
page a�er page of lies.

My Ordeal by a FACT member… con�nued

connected to my ordeal, and her
evidence. It’s easy for those who hold
a grudge against you, or for other
reasons (The Child Must Be Believed),
to give unchallenged statements
against you. When those statements
are put to the test in court, they
some�mes wither in the light.
For me, with the benefit of hindsight,
going to trial was in some ways a
good thing. I didn’t do it, and those
who said I did were publicly exposed
as liars, right in front of me. But, as I
said, there were moments before
then, that I felt the liars had won.
Hold on.

would remain that way. I listened to
her and kept my evidence short and
sharp; neither defensive, nor
aggressive. Part of me regrets not
calling out the prosecu�on for failing
to interview the key eye-witnesses for
thirteen months (or at all - if they’d
had their way), but my lawyer’s
priority was winning the case, not
making me feel good. Be�er to win
and regret, than lose and regret.

5. It will end
At the beginning of my ordeal I
instructed my girlfriend to never let
me do a deal. That is to end things by
accep�ng a lesser penalty for
pleading guilty to the charge. Or a

My ordeal was the most trauma�c
thing I’ve ever endured. It le� its
mark on me. I’ve never taught a class
since. It’s not that I don’t trust
children. I don’t trust the system and
the people put in place to protect
children and teachers from the
inevitable problems that arise when
working with children. Par�cularly
troubled children.
My panic a�acks subsided, the
seemingly permanent headache le�
me. My regular several hours-long
nocturnal sleeplessness ended. That
general feeling of feeling absolutely
humiliated, has mostly gone. But
none of those things have gone
completely. Several months of feeling
like total shit didn’t just wash away
with the verdict. I keep the door
locked. I don’t much like going
outside, but I do it. I’m uncomfortable
mee�ng kids and parents from the
school about the town. I think about
my ordeal every day.

children. Forgiveness for them? Not
now, maybe later. It’s a work in
process

There were no winners
I absolutely didn’t win. There
were no winners, except perhaps
the prosecutors who drew a decent
wage at public expense, and (in their
eyes) some pres�ge for figh�ng for
the rights of sexually abused children.
I lost my reputa�on with those who
don’t know the truth, and I lost my
will to work face-to face with
children. I was vindicated, but many
people don’t know that. To many
people, I’ll always be the teacher
accused of sexually assaul�ng a child.
That s�ngs. Win or lose, your ordeal
will leave deep scars.

si�ng in the front row, centre and
sexually assault them in the middle of
a lesson,. And a class doesn’t just sit
there passively while it happens; and
then forget about it.
My girlfriend was great. I’ll never be
able to repay her loyalty and belief in
me.
Remember that small light you carry;
the knowledge you didn’t do this
thing. Your real friends, your loyal
family, and your loyal colleagues are
the people who’ll add their own small
lights to yours. Your lawyer will add
his/her powerful beam, and if things
go well, the truth and the lies will be
plain to see.
Name and address withheld
but supplied to FACT

Post Trauma�c Stress

You are the vic�m.
Hold on �ght to
that small light
Before trial and a�er - no ma�er what
the opinion of the prosecutors or
conclusion of the court, or anyone
else - you didn’t do it. You are the
vic�m. Hold on �ght to that small
light. Those who know you well, and
believe in your innocence, will help
you carry it. If things go well, other
lights will ignite and finally unmask
the liars.
During my trial, one of the
prosecu�on witnesses (a professional
person and employee of the school),
was caught out lying during her
evidence. She was humiliated by my
lawyer. She was exposed in the
spotlight and visibly shrivelled. I was
sat in the dock on trial for sexually
assaul�ng a child, and even I was
embarrassed for her. She was later
paid off by her manager for reasons
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3. Dark thoughts
If you want the liars to prove their
lies; to themselves, and to everyone
else, let the dark thoughts prevail.

4. Let your lawyer guide you.
Weeks before the trial, my lawyer said
something comfor�ng. “Don’t worry
about it. I know you will, but you
don’t have to.” Of course she was
right, I did worry about it. But, if you
trust your lawyer, do what he/she
says. If you don’t, get another lawyer.
I was in no condi�on to go about
giving myself legal advice.
I wanted to cri�cise the prosecutors
for their unprofessionalism and poor
judgment. My lawyer’s advice was
that the prosecu�on had no case, and
that if I said as li�le as possible, it
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lesser charge. Even if my lawyer had
advised me to plead guilty, I’d made
up my mind to never do that. I didn’t
assault that child. To plead guilty
would be disrespec�ul to me, my
family, and to the court. A final lie to
crown all the other lies. But there
were �mes when I really, really
wanted the whole thing to just end. I
was offered a deal once, at the first
interview. “Plead guilty, it will be a
small fine, and it will all be over.” As
the layers of pain pile on top of one
another, it’s temp�ng to put a stop to
it. Carrying this for so many months
was a huge ordeal; but it did end. I’m
afraid you’re going to have to bear
the unbearable. Brace yourself.

6. Post-Trauma�c Stress

Forgiveness is supposed to alleviate
post-trauma�c stress. The alleged
vic�m and her best friend were
children. Maybe the consequences of
their lies will become apparent to
them as they grow up. For them,
forgiveness is easy. The head was new
to his job and didn’t know what to do.
My ordeal would probably wouldn’t
have happened if the old head were
s�ll there, but it wasn’t his fault.
There is nothing to forgive.
I o�en wonder what happened to the
two school employees who gave
evidence against me, and lied. In the
weeks a�er the trial, one didn’t get
her contact renewed, the other was
paid off.
The prosecutors, supposed
professionals and officers of the
court, gamed the system to avoid
hearing the tes�mony of key eyewitnesses, and then took a hopeless
case to trial. A breach of duty to me,
to the court, to the humiliated adult
prosecu�on witnesses (who lost their
jobs in consequence) and to the

7. Colleagues, friends
and family
This is when you find out who your
real friends are, and who in your
family you can trust. They’ll either
believe in you, or they won’t.
Everyone deals with it in their own
way, but my advice is keep the group
of people with whom you share
informa�on small. Choose them
carefully. Be prepared for wonderful
surprises and horrible let downs.
Everyone I involved in my ordeal was
suppor�ve. Ex colleagues, ex heads,
friends and family. Most of my ex
colleagues, and several of my family
are teachers. To a teacher, the
accusa�on never made sense.
Teachers don’t just walk up to a kid
FACTion - Vol 11.2- Winter 2021-22

Editor’s note: It is important to
gather wri�en evidence at the
�me, and keep it safe, as the
accuser could make a
complaint to the police, not just
months la�er, as in this case,
but 30 or more years later.
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Who Cares?

In March this year, an article¹ by Fiona Hamiliton, the
crime editor of the Times Newspaper, highlighted the
failure of the government to take on board the
recommendations made by Sir Richard Henriques a
former High Court Judge. These recommendations²
came about after an independent review was ordered
into Operation Midland which was exposed as being
completely flawed. All allegations of historical sexual
and physical abuse made by Carl Beech and
supported as credible by senior police officers were
found to be pure fantasy. By the time this was
discovered the damage had been done however and
some senior politicians and other members of the
establishment were accused of operating a paedophile
ring. Despite the travesty to the lives of people such as
Lord Brittan, Lord Bramall and former Tory MP
Harvey Proctor no one to date has been held to
account nor have the 25 recommendations made by
Sir Richard been implemented. This is despite six
former Home Secretaries calling for an inquiry in
March 2021³. Government has a paid no heed for the
massive injustices which have been done to these
people and no change of law and procedure has been
implemented. In other words, Sir Richard who was
asked to carry out the Inquiry was afterwards ignored.
Furthermore, the Independent Office for Police
Conduct was quoted by Priti Patel as having found no
misconduct or criminality by officers involved in
Operation Midland despite them misleading a Chief
Magistrate into issuing search warrants to invade the
homes of these people and remove personal items.

Well, the rich and famous and
well-heeled have now been accused
and still nothing has happened
to address the plight of those
falsely accused.

Well, the rich and famous and well-heeled have now
been accused and still nothing has happened to
address the plight of those falsely accused at any level.
Those rich and famous who have been able to hit
back, such as Sir Cliff Richard, have done so mainly
for themselves. Many ordinary innocent, honest hard
working people who have given selflessly to society
have been snared into the net cast to capture past
abusers. Their voices and pleas of innocence gone
unheard and unheeded. They have been found guilty
without any hard evidence, many now serving time in
prison separated from their families. Some of these
will never leave the prison alive, their sentence will
ensure that they die behind bars. Does no one care
that they may just be innocent? Does this and
previous governments suppose that all is well and that
it is fine for the innocent to be locked up and
traumatised as this is the price we should pay for the
capture of the guilty as well. Are they seen as collateral
damage by friendly fire? How can it be that the
machine and systems used to convict innocent people
continues to march on when it has been proved to be
flawed?

“nothing will change until
the rich and famous or MP’s
are accused”
Many years ago a great campaigner (now deceased) for
the cause of false allegations of abuse in residential
child care and the procedures involved , George
Williamson, said, “nothing will change until the rich
and famous or MP’s are accused”.
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Over the years FACT has heard at its conferences from
very senior barristers, ex Ministers of Parliament,
people in positions of trust and power who have stood
up at our meetings and openly spoken out about the

FACTion - Vol 11.2- Winter 2021-22

of Lords that have acknowledged the harm of false
allegations. It is there before the very eyes of the
Judges and the Senior Appeal Judges of the Supreme
Court, the Lord Chancellor, the Home Secretary and
parliament as a whole. Yet all fail to take note. It is as
though we are in the dark ages when brutality was rife.
Remember from history (16th Century onwards and
endorsed by James 1st) the witch test. If one was
accused then you could be bound and thrown into a
body of water. If you sunk to the bottom (many
drowned) then you were innocent, if you floated to
the surface then you were guilty and suffered death
anyway. Then we had the Salem Witch Trials in the
late 17th century when all it took was someone’s
accusation to condemn you. More than 200 accused
and 19 were hanged.

Photo by h�ps://unsplash.com/@lexerium?utm

by Brian Hudson

Scarred for life
Today it could be said we have the same, though a
more sophisticated, procedure. You can still be
condemned by just the word of someone else without
any other evidence and furthermore if you survive the
ordeal of court, you are still scarred forever, not to
mention the internet footprint that is left behind for
generations to see and those alive now to say ‘no
smoke without fire’. Whatever the result the current
policies ensure that the accused pays a price. We have
men in prison now who have been placed there in
their autumn years, many with serious health
problems and terminal illness. Many will die there
away from their families, on their own whilst still
maintaining their innocence. Who Cares ? Certainly
not the government as a whole and those who could

make a difference. It goes further than this in that the
justice system and police can be complicit in
constructing someone’s downfall. Evidence useful for
the defence is not always disclosed and accusers are
helped to construct flagitious statements from
morsels of suspicion. Prosecutors have it down to a
fine art now on how to ensure a conviction without
evidence of an alleged offence 40 years ago and even
from erroneous current safeguarding statements.
We do of course need to bring the guilty to account
and we at FACT, as much as anybody, would support
the principle. Those who are a risk to society need to
be behind bars but we must be certain. We should not
convict on prejudice and probability and on a blind
assumption that all complainants are accurate and
honest. The justice system deserves better than this.
Over the years the media has ensured that the
population of this country and indeed other countries
have been influenced and placed on their guard to
spot potential abusers. Whilst this is all very well and
good it also influences those who at some point could
be sat on a jury being asked to make a decision on a
person who has been hauled before the court on the
sole testimony of one person and without any other
evidence. In these cases where the accused is sat in a
box behind a screen with a prosecutor giving a
condemning appraisal those sat in judgment may well
be influenced to play on the safe side and find the
person guilty irrespective of the defence presenting
credible witnesses who could vouch for the individual.
In other words, they are thrown into the witch-test
waters to sink or float.

1. https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/operationmidland-hurt-faith-in-police-say-former-homesecretaries-33d9q89xr
2. https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/
research-briefings/cdp-2016-0244
3. https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/times-lettersnhs-pay-offer-and-threat-of-nurses-strikefw5m7plbn
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Coordinator’s report to

Delivered by Horatio Goodden

2021 AGM and Conference

As you will all be aware by now FACT has transformed
into a non-profit limited company and hopes this will
cement its future and allow us to apply for other
voluntary funding. This was the brain child of our
former chairman Nicholas Griffin who following the
death of his mother and the offer of career fulfilment
job opportuni�es decided that he would have to
regre�ully leave FACT. The transi�on went fairly
smoothly and we were guided through this by the
highly skilled help of a specialist Solicitor who
ensured that we did everything according to the
book. FACT has always been open with its ac�vi�es,
the kind of work it does and what it stands for. This
was a real asset for us during the transi�on and made
the opera�on of this move reasonably straight
forward. We are now known legally as Suppor�ng

Vic�ms of Unfounded Allega�ons of Abuse
Limited but remain generally known as FACT and
will con�nue to use that �tle for our work. The
company is run by a Board also known as the
Na�onal Commi�ee, this has currently eight
members four of whom are directors. The Ar�cles of
Associa�on allow for us to have a maximum of seven
Directors and 6 addi�onal non-vo�ng members
making up the Board. The membership may propose
any member to be on the Board and will be asked in
subsequent years to give a vote of confidence to
those serving. If you wish to become a board
member or director please let us know and we can
provide you with nomina�on forms.

The day to day running of FACT is carried out by a
Part Time manager. This is a paid posi�on and will be
reviewed annually. Owing to restricted funds the
Board agreed that FACT can support this for 8 hours
per week for three years maximum on current
finances. This of course is not ideal as we know that
the demands are much greater than this and this
does not allow space for development and
campaigning. Brian kindly applied and was accepted
for this post in order to provide essen�al con�nuity
for the 1st Year on an annual salary of £5000.00
before tax. This does not come near to paying him for
the hours he does and hence Brian gives us many
more hours voluntarily.

The need for FACT
and its helpline
is as great as ever
The need for FACT and its helpline is as great as ever
as we shall hear about later. There has been no
easing off during the Pandemic period and FACT
con�nued to meet using technology to communicate.
Today’, is the first me�ng of our membership since
2019 when, due to Covid-19 restric�ons, we had to
forego our Church Service of Encouragement and the
following two conferences. This conference, has
restric�ons due to the Covid 19 regula�ons, but we
the Board and the Commi�ee considered it
important that we meet in person again, be it
cau�ously by limi�ng the number of people who
could a�end.
The Board has highlighted that during the coming
year we aim to improve our funding, so that we can
expand what we do.
Finally, I like to thank, on your behalf, the Directors
and Board members for their commitment.

Sr Francis Dominica
We are also pleased to welcome back as President of
the New Company Sister Frances Dominica. As you
will no doubt conclude her posi�on as President of
the non-incorporated organisa�on ceased to be
when FACT transformed and became the limited
Company. Once the new company was up and
running, we once again asked Sister Frances if she
would be our President to which she has agreed.
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Hora�o Goodden
Board Member
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My Report this year is slightly different from other
years as I now come from a new posi�on of
Coordinator. FACT is now fully merged with, and into,
the non-profit limited company and so my current
posi�on is of both employee and volunteer.
The volunteer bit is crucial as without these
hours it would not be possible to deal with
the weekly demands and ac�vi�es of the
organisa�on. I have at this point some
current news in that we are pleased to
hear that a member has won his
acqui�al at a recent trial. In the last
two weeks our member was in court
for historic allega�ons which he
strongly refuted. The Jury a�er a
short recess unanimously found him
innocent. [ See, ‘My Ordeal’ in this
edi�on of FACTion]
We also have another member's case in
court at the �me of wri�ng this report.¹
Since we last met in the autumn of 2019,
we have lost several valuable members of
Brian
FACT. First there was Simon Warr early
2020, then Roy Catchpole who was
another member of our commi�ee. Then we heard
of the passing of Barbara Hewson a long �me and
keen supporter of FACT and an outspoken barrister
on the subject of false allega�ons and finally Lord
Paddy Rossmore. We have also lost member G
Franklin. These losses have hurt us and taken away
fighters for the cause, but hopefully springing up are
new dedicated persons who whilst never taking their
places can follow on and give us strength into the
future. I want at this point to express my grateful
thanks to our current Board members otherwise
known as the Na�onal Commi�ee. These people
place themselves in harm’s way by stepping up to the
mark in an area of law and concern which is s�ll
unpopular. It can cause heads to turn and
astonishment to some when they realise what one
does as a volunteer.
People from �me to �me do take pot shots at us and
ques�on the validity of what we do. Indeed this
happened in late 2019 and early 2020 during our

period of transi�on when a hos�le freelance
journalist caused immense distress to us all by
obtaining private telephone numbers and enquiring
why we run this organisa�on and implying that there
was some kind of hidden agenda. On top of this
some members live in a state of ongoing anxiety
and trepida�on wai�ng for some new interrup�on
and trauma in their lives, most having already
experienced the dreadful exposure to the life
changing effects of a false allega�on. In fact I
would go as far as to say life-shortening
as living with these feelings and the
stress is clearly bad for the health and
longevity for any of us. In Simon’s case
his consultant even a�ributed his
cancer trigger to this very
experience. So hats off to the
commi�ee for standing their ground
and having the for�tude and integrity
to remain firm in �mes of stormy seas.
FACT is used and needed now as much as
ever and the website alone has an average
of four and half thousand hits per month.
Hudson
In March for whatever reason this shot up
to over seven thousand. Most viewed
pages are ‘how to cope with the trauma of a false
allega�on’ and ‘ge�ng court costs back’. The la�er
page we have recently updated with the help and
advice of Daniel Berke from 3D solicitors. We are also
grateful to John Chatwin our web editor for his
much-needed advice on the self-help page
concerning the mental health issues. Whilst on this
subject I should draw your a�en�on to the many
emails and calls we receive in connec�on with the
trauma of a false allega�on - the consequences of
which hit people hard and never go away. For some it
has led to the suicide or a�empted suicide, for many
it is other health issues, mainly physical.
Depression and anxiety are common and do not
seem recoverable from. Once this happens to
someone the shock waves which resonate
throughout the mind and body leave behind massive
scars which will never fully heal. All of us effected
have our trigger points which can be set off
unexpectedly by a comment, a TV program the sight

1. Since this report was wri�en, this member (aged 87 and in poor health) was found guilty of all counts despite his
defence and confidence of an innocent verdict. He was sentenced to 26yrs of imprisonment. Only a�er spending a few
weeks in prison he sadly died
FACTion - Vol 11.2- Winter 2021-22
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Chairman’s Report to the 2021 AGM

of a police officer, or even an official looking le�er
through the post. Knocks on the door, especially if
early in the morning, are another trigger. The point
being, and one I make strongly, is that the

consequences are so devasta�ng and long
las�ng that as well as being a threat to life
itself, it is essen�al that the current policy used
by the police of believe anything and everything
is dropped. Proper and balanced inves�ga�on is
what we need to seek not a gung-ho a�tude of
charging into some perfectly innocent person’s
life and placing them into police custody on the
single word of an accuser. The increase of emails
rela�ng to mental health has encouraged me to seek
the help of a mental health professional and I am
very pleased, as I am sure we all are, to welcome Dr
Kiron Griffin on board as our mental health advisor.
Kiron will address us later today and explain more.
[See page 15 of this issue of FACTion.]
Anonymity is also required for both par�es while
inves�ga�ons take place and the corner stone of
jus�ce, namely innocent un�l proved guilty, should
be upheld. It is not a lot to ask considering what the
consequences of not doing this are. There is and has
been ample evidence to demonstrate that the system
is flawed and the eagerness to put right past neglect
of inves�ga�ng abuse cases has gone too far and the
enthusiasm for convic�ons has led to massive
injus�ces. We would not be here otherwise.
As Coordinator this is what I deal with day to day.
Emails con�nue to flood in and it is also possible to
detect trends. When the MeToo movement received
a�en�on up went the emails from people who were
being accused. Parents were wri�ng in seeking
support for their teenager or young adult who had
been falsely accused. There was the danger of those
accused resor�ng to self harm and isola�on as a
result of DBS repor�ng and I am grateful for the help
received from David Wacks our much respected
solicitor who deals with DBS issues and who has
come to the rescue to give advice and direc�on .
[See David Wacks’ ar�cle on p. 37 of this magazine.]

50% of Helpline calls
involve safeguarding issues

I would also say that presently 50% of calls for help
come from safeguarding issues. These o�en involve
agency staff who are either instantly dismissed or
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suspended without ini�al explana�on. Again the
policies and procedure, appear to take on a life form
of their own and race along insensi�vely causing
mayhem and trauma on those affected. Another
consequence of course is the fact that many will not
go back to a profession which has failed them when
the accusa�on is dropped or found to be false. Many
good people are lost this way and others are cast by
the wayside by their past employers who seek to be
seen as perfect whilst covering their backs.
We live and have lived in these difficult �mes for
many years now. The jus�ce system con�nues to fail
and corrup�on has not been beaten, as recent high
profile cases have shown. We do not know when this
will end or if any minister or Government will be bold
enough to make changes. Report a�er report is
ignored and so it goes on. It s�ll befuddles me why

it is that a person can be convicted on no
evidence yet the appeal courts demand new
evidence to stand an appeal on. Who decides this
probability? If it is only someone’s word which is
needed to convict then why is it that the counter
words of good upstanding people are not believed?

DIARY DATES 2022
A SERVICE OF FELLOWSHIP AND
ENCOURAGEMENT FOR ALL WHO HAVE BEEN

FACT AGM

FACT AGM

Brian Hudson: Secretary’s Report - con�nued ...

AFFECTED BY FALSE ALLEGATIONS OF ABUSE

SATURDAY 19TH MARCH 2022 @ 12 NOON
AGM
and Autumn
Conference
2021
ST JAMES’S
CHURCH,
PICCADILLY
th
By

Saturday 9 October 2021
Edgbaston
Community
Centre
kind
invita�on
of the
Rector,
Birmingham B15 2HU

The Revd Lucy Winkett,
Program (Subject to Change)
and the Churchwardens

Drinks and biscuits afterwards. Please bring your own sandwiches.
This is for everyone irrespec�ve of your religion or views.
St James’s is an all inclusive Church in the heart of our Capital City
which welcomes all, no matter what their persuasion is.
To register, email Brian Hudson, FACT’s Coordinator.

FACT have enquiries from
outside of the UK
Finally I also draw a�en�on to the plethora of contact
we get from outside the UK . As well as members
from NZ, Japan, Malta, Ireland, we receive many
enquires for the America, Canada and Australia. It
seems we are not alone in having a system which is
balanced on the side of convic�on during
inves�ga�ons. We certainly seem to be unique for we
are unaware of any similar group in another country. I
believe that this makes us special, and it is why we
need to increase our funding and extend our work.
On behalf of FACT I do receive many le�ers and
emails expressing immense gra�tude for our support
and for just being there for someone when needed.
This of course would not happen without the
courage, dedica�on and work the board members of
FACT carry out. Some on the commi�ee may say they
may not do a lot, but that would be wrong. The very
fact they come forward to contribute in any way is a
massive offer which gives those who come to us hope
and encouragement.
B Hudson
FACT Coordinator
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Spring Conference 2022
Saturday 14th May 2022
Edgbaston Community Centre
Birmingham B15 2HU
Program and Speakers to be arranged

AGM and Autumn Conference 2022
Saturday 15th October 2022
Edgbaston Community Centre
Birmingham B15 2HU
FACTion - Vol 11.2- Winter 2021-22
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Treasurer’s Report

FACT AGM and Conference 9th October 2021
FACT AGM

The ‘F’ Word
Anne MacMahon
Funds are what we need to secure our future. Each
and every voluntary non-profit group needs suppor�ng
so it can func�on. As most of you know FACT is the
working �tle for the non-profit company ‘Suppor�ng
Vic�ms of Unfounded Allega�ons of Abuse Ltd’
(SVUAA). This means we have
a full and proper base and
procedures and are well set to
expand into the future. To do
this funds will have to be
raised so that much more can
be done and that we can
launch ourselves more
powerfully into campaigning.
We are hoping ini�ally that our
membership can help and will
consider making a regular
standing order to FACT though their Bank instead of the
yearly subscrip�on. This will not in any way stop us
looking for greater capital funding and anyone who has
exper�se in fundraising from Grant Making Trusts is
most welcome to contact us.

The current subscrip�on of £20.00 per year for a single
member has been the same for a long �me now and
has not increased as costs have increased. Each edi�on
of FACTion costs £400.00 with postage and then we
have the helpline costs and mail box costs plus general
administra�on. We give
no�ce that membership will
be increased from £20 to
£30 per annum, and for
couples from £30 to £45.
The Na�onal Commi�ee
would also like to ask
members to consider
paying their membership by
making a monthly standing
order to FACT for a
minimum of £4 (£6 for couples). Members are
encouraged to pay more if they have the means as this
would help subsidise those who cannot pay due to
hardship resul�ng from an allega�on as well as other
increasing costs.

Memberships are due by the end of January and should be paid to;
Standing Order. FACT, CAF Bank Sort 40-52-40, Account 00033985
BACS

FACT, CAF Bank Sort 40-52-40, Account 00033985

Cheques

made out to FACT, posted to FACT, 83 Ducie Street, Manchester M1 2JQ

We are more than happy to hear any thoughts you have
on the above and welcome your comments.
A MacMahon
Treasurer

See Fundraising on on page 24
Page 13

FACTion - Vol 11.2- Winter 2021-22

The 9th October saw the gathering of many FACT
members at a new venue for us in Edgbaston,
Birmingham. A�er so long away from each other it was
a special occasion and it did not take long before
everyone was ge�ng acquainted with each other.
Fortunately, we had deliberately le� longer gaps
between agenda items and breaks in the day to allow
for sharing and networking, but as usual it was never
long enough. Prior to the Pandemic hi�ng the country I
was trying hard to book an overnight venue for those
who wished to join us on the Friday night prior to our
spring conference in 2020. I had got registered a healthy
number for this and it was so disappoin�ng when all
had to be cancelled. This is now a possibility for 2022
and hopefully I will get round to invi�ng you to do this
once again.
The conference and AGM on the whole went well. We
approached the event cau�ously and had to comply
with some restricted sea�ng numbers in place at the
venue. This in no way stopped people’s enthusiasm to
meet however and for those who could not make the
journey we had members join us via zoom. The day
started with the usual refreshments and then we
commenced the business of the AGM with reports
about the various work which FACT does. It was a
slightly different format than usual as we are now a
non-profit limited company but none the less we moved
swi�ly through the required reports, mo�ons and
appointments.
An extra-long dinner break was followed by a very much
appreciated talk on mental health by Dr Kiron Griffin. In
this talk we clearly understood why a false allega�on
has the poten�al to cause such serious trauma,
depression, anxiety and long-term mental health
concerns. Dr Griffin demonstrated how a false
accusa�on wipes out our personal security and belief
systems and the subsequent effects. Everyone was also
asked to par�cipate in some exercises of the mind
which could serve to help with a healing process and
give some relief from the stress and anxiety. A much
appreciated and needed talk.

We then heard from Jonathan King who helped to
lighten the atmosphere with some of his special
humour before moving on to more serious things
revolving around his appeal and taking the Surrey Police
to task over their inves�ga�on. Jonathan pulled no
punches in his forthright cri�cisms and made it clear he
was never going to rest un�l he had cleared his name.
Jonathan then went on to introduce our main speaker
Mr Ma�hew Sco�, Barrister, be�er known to many as
the Barrister Blogger. Ma�hew concentrated his talk on
the Appeal Court system and highlighted the procedure
for doing this. Unfortunately, the general procedure
and, a posi�ve result were fraught with problems, as
the sta�s�cs he showed to the conference highlighted.
It was indeed a gloomy picture. Ma�hew was able to
demonstrate from past cases where the pi�alls were
and how the Appeal system fails most people. His talk
was honest and robust and he received much thanks for
this. The highlight was no doubt the ques�on-andanswer period following this when several members
could put to Ma�hew issues they had encountered or
were in fact currently ba�ling with.
The venue itself proved to be acceptable for us and is
well worth considering for another �me providing we
can get the catering sorted out. At the �me of wri�ng
this I am s�ll awai�ng comments about transport and
the ease and accessibility. I did ask some people on the
day and received posi�ve replies but of course there
may be others who had a difficult �me. Your views and
opinions are always welcome. It is a�er all your
conference and we shall always do our best to
accommodate requests. We hope to see you all again
on the 14th May 2022 at the Spring conference in
Edgbaston, and also, at our Service of Encouragement
and Support which we are holding at St James’s
Piccadilly on Saturday 19th March 2022.
Brian
Coordinator
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FACT AUTUMN CONFERENCE

The Psychological Basis of Trauma by Dr Kiron Griffin … con�nued

by Dr Kiron Griffin
A presenta�on given at FACT’s Autumn Conference

The diagram below shows how mental health and wellbeing is a con�nuum. Mental illness is the diagnosable,
visible part of someone’s mental health, mental wellbeing is how we feel inside

Introduc�on
I’m Dr Kiron Griffin, a Psychiatrist based in the East Midlands. I have a professional interest around psychological
trauma, which stems from when I faced a false allega�on at work nearly 3 years ago. I am lucky that my case is
now closed. I joined FACT because I wanted to help people going through similar things. I faced significant
psychological distress during my false allega�on, which had a severe impact on my mental health, but I wanted to
share with you some of things that helped me, and what I have learnt about Trauma since then.

The human mind is a complex and nebulous en�ty. Those were the words
of Sigmund Freud – the Father of Psychiatry, who himself faced many
false allega�ons. Scien�sts know more about the planet Mars than how
the human mind works, but that’s what makes it so fascina�ng, so
amazing, so unique.
But why does trauma affect us so deeply? This is something we are going
to explore today, and how to overcome the impact of psychological
trauma. The human mind, although it is so complicated in the way it
works, is very simple in its objec�ves. The main aim of the mind is to keep
us safe from harm and therefore any threats to that safety are going to
give us stress and anxiety and, in the long term, affect our mood.

Defini�on of Mental Health
So what is Mental Health?
Well we can look at the World Health Organisa�on defini�on:
Mental health is defined as a state of well-being
in which every individual realises his or her own poten�al,
can cope with the normal stresses of life,
can work produc�vely and frui�ully,
and is able to make a contribu�on to her or his community

The top right – this is where we all want to be – minimal mental illness, op�mum mental health – we feel well in
ourselves and we are able to func�on well.
Bo�om right: minimum mental wellbeing, minimum mental illness – this is someone who has no diagnosable
mental health condi�on – but is really struggling in themselves. Typically a�er a false allega�on you wouldn’t
fall into a category of having a mental illness yet, but there is clearly a lot of distress.

Wow, that is one sentence! Personally I don’t find that par�cularly helpful.

Bo�om Le�: Minimum mental wellbeing and maximum mental illness – these people are really struggling and
have a diagnosis of mental illness – they o�en have a lot of interven�ons and may be in hospital.

This is my defini�on of Mental Health:

Top le�: maximum mental wellbeing but maximum mental illness – people in this category have a diagnosed
mental illness, but actually they are func�oning OK. They are able to con�nue with life.

•
•
•

Mental Health is how we think, feel and behave
How we see ourselves and the world around us
Something that we all have and experience everyday

In short everyone has mental health – as much as we have physical health. The symptoms may manifest
themselves in slightly different ways, but ul�mately everyone in this world has ‘mental health’.
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The Psychological Basis of Trauma by Dr Kiron Griffin … con�nued

Trauma
So what is psychological trauma?
Put simply: Psychological trauma is damage to a person's mind as a result of one or more events that cause
overwhelming amounts of stress that exceed the person's ability to cope.
•
•
•

Sha�er sense of security
Make you feel helpless in a dangerous world
Struggle with emo�ons, memories and anxiety

What are the benefits of trauma – because actually, it’s not all bad.
Trauma is there for a reason. From an evolu�on perspec�ve, it
is there as part of learning – it keeps us safe.
If we put our hand in a fire as a child we get burnt – that hurts
and causes mild psychological trauma because it’s not nice, so
we don’t put our hand in the fire again!

Now let us take a false allega�on:
Nature – Our world is sha�ered – it is not the same as before.
Progress – what we were working towards has been taken away – our careers, our rela�onships, our lives.
Liberty – Our freedom has been curtailed, our decisions restricted.
Happiness – the pursuit of happiness is gone – we enter into a dark place, surviving becomes our aim.
Reason – the world is not a just place, it is unfair, it is hateful, it is cruel.

All our core beliefs – sha�ered just like that. So no wonder it affects us so deeply.

Why is Trauma a�er a False Allega�on so bad?

The effect of psychological trauma
The effect of psychological trauma is significant, and I am sure many of us are familiar with the impact.

There is a lot of research around why false allega�ons affect us so deeply – possibly even more than any other
form of trauma.

A good way to look at the poten�al symptoms and to recognise them is using the acronym: CONCERNS:

There are lots of theories as to why this might be, but I think to understand it, we need to go back to first
principles.
Our Core Beliefs make us who we are – It makes me Kiron, but there are some core beliefs that many of us share.
There are 5 core beliefs around how the world works, they are nature, progress, liberty, happiness and reason.

Nature – The world around us. The belief that the environment is stable the world is always there.
Progress – The world around us is changing – for good and for bad. Nothing stands s�ll
Liberty – We are free to make our own choices – right or wrong choices.
Happiness – Our decisions are governed by our pursuit of happiness whether that be financial happiness or
rela�onship happiness
Reason – The world is just and fair. This doesn’t always develop and it depends on your upbringing, but in
most people it does.
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The Psychological Basis of Trauma by Dr Kiron Griffin … con�nued

The Kubler Ross model of grief

Controlling those Thoughts

I am sure many of us will be
familiar with the Kubler Ross
model of grief as displayed here,
but it can be applied to many
situa�ons involving loss and
distress.

Underpinning such psychological theories is the cogni�ve behavioural triad first described by the American
psychologist Aaron Beck in the 1960s. He linked together our thoughts – which lead to certain feelings and
emo�ons and then influence our ac�ons.
Lets use an example – a�er a false allega�on many people can feel like they are, a ‘bad person’, this in turn
can result in the emo�ons of sadness, anger and low mood. In turn this can lead to behaviours like self harm
and substance addic�ons. Therefore, by challenging things at the thoughts stage, you can stop some of the
ac�ons later on.

It is important to note that the
stages do not necessarily follow
this order, but that most people,
when reac�ng to difficult
situa�ons, go through these
stages.

Cognitive Behaviour Triad

1. The first stage is shock or
denial – how can this be
happening to me.
2. The second is anger – why is
this happening, what have I
done to deserve it.
3 & 4. The third and fourth stages are bargaining and depression – there is a reluctance then begrudging
acknowledgement that this is happening. This can be the hardest and lowest moment as it begins to dawn on us
the enormity of what is going on.
5. The last stage is acceptance and, although it can take a different amount of �me per person, it is important to
reach a stage of acceptance and it will come.

How to Beat Trauma
Keeping in the Present Moment
Right, now I have spoken about what Psychological trauma is, now it’s �me to think
about how to overcome it.
If I use the analogy of a footballer – you have to kick the ball where it is. You don’t
know how the ball is going to come to you, so you need to change your approach to
kick the ball and score a goal.
It’s a bit like that with responding to psychological trauma. It affects all of us in
different ways, so each person has to use a unique approach. Here are some of the
techniques that worked for me, and I know have worked for many people, but you will
need to find your own bespoke approach.

One of the most important aspects of trauma is to
keep our thoughts in the present moment.
False allega�ons occur in the past, and therefore if
we dwell too much on the past this can lead to
strong emo�ons of anger, worthlessness and
frustra�on. In turn, this can result in low mood and
depression. Hard though it is, it is not helpful to
constantly ruminate and focus on the past.
There may also be worries and concerns about the
future – financial, reputa�onal. In �me this can lead
to anxiety and distress.
Someone once said ‘you can’t change the past, and you can’t predict the future so stay in the present. It’s a gi�,
that’s why it’s called the present!’ – a li�le cheesy I know, but it’s right.
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FACT AUTUMN CONFERENCE

The Psychological Basis of Trauma by Br Kiron Griffin … con�nued

Mindfulness

Mental Health First Aid

[Dr Kiron took the group
through a relaxa�on exercise
at the end of which he said:]
Some�mes at this stage you
can start to think of a happy
place. Your happy place is
unique to you.

Dr Kiron Griffin ended his talk with the following PowerPoint slides

FACT AUTUMN CONFERENCE

The Psychological Basis of Trauma by Br Kiron Griffin … con�nued

This is my happy place – it’s a
beach on Jersey. It is
somewhere where I went on
holiday with friends. I was
happy, relaxed and calm.
When I am sad, I close my eyes
and think of my happy place. I
think of all the senses – not
just what it looked like, the
sounds, the smells, the feel of
the golden sand through my
fingers, the taste of chips by the sea. The happy place has to mean something for you.

Anger
A lot of people talk to me about anger. And anger is a very natural and understandable
emo�onal response to an unjust situa�on. However, if we reflect back at the Kubler
Ross Model if we always remain in anger, we will never move on to the acceptance
phase, which is where we want to be.
Ul�mately the only person that will get hurt from anger is ourselves. I know that is
easy to say – and at �mes, I s�ll feel very angry with the way I was treated. But I also
recognise that staying angry with people is only going to harm me.

Posi�ve Framing
One way to deal with anger is through a technique called posi�ve framing.
On a Post-it Note, write three nega�ve things about either yourself or the situa�on.
Now, turn the Post-it Note over. On the back write three posi�ve things about yourself or the situa�on. You may
find this harder, and that’s OK, but it is important to write down an even number of posi�ve things.
Keep that. Every �me you think of something nega�ve – turn it over and read the posi�ve side. You are challenging
your nega�ve thought cycle through posi�ve framing.

Early recogni�on

I use the analogy here of the toys of terror.

Act Quickly: Imagine an old style helter skelter. This represents how things can some�mes spiral and go down, so
early recogni�on here is key. So it is important for the second point not to bo�le things up – like a jack in the box –
because you don’t know when it will explode out.
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FACT AUTUMN CONFERENCE

by Matthew Scott, QC
Suppor�ng Vic�ms of Unfounded Allega�ons of Abuse.
(A non profit Company No 12088460)

HELP NEEDED
FACT helps individuals to manage unfounded allegations made against them every week of
the year by:
Ma�hew Sco�, QC, gave a talk at the Conference on the Appeals System. Unfortunately, our recording of his talk
failed and, so we are unable to bring his talk to our readership. The overall impression was that it is very difficult to
even get the Court of Appeal to accept an appeal as indicated by the chart below, and that the Court of Appeal are
reluctant to overturn a convic�on or a sentence, even when the appellant's support evidence is very strong.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Offering advice on how to go about a legal defence
Advice and Support on safeguarding Procedures
Advice and Support on dealing with Police and other agencies
Support for those in prison and their families
A vital link to other organisations
Mental health support in dealing with the trauma
arising from an Unfounded Allega�on
• Campaigns for change
All the above is carried out by email, telephone and the website pages. There is a weekly
need for this service and FACT receives many le�ers of gra�tude for the help it gives
We will need ongoing Funding to enable this vital work to go on and expand into the
future. If you know of means to obtain this funding or can make a donation your
contribu�on would be gratefully received.
You can also help by making a monthly standing order to our account for a fixed amount to
cover your membership and perhaps a little more. This will help us budget much be�er and
with confidence. You may like to consider sponsoring or supporting an edition of Faction
(£300.00 plus postage) or a conference (£500.00). We have ongoing costs of telephone and
postage all year round. The support does not come free but the many hours our volunteers
spend does. It may be that you have fundraising ideas which can be achieved. If you feel
you can help in any way then please get in contact. Details below.

Below are two quotes Ma�hew used, we let you work out which one was from the Court of Appeal

Bank Details:

CAF Bank Sort 40-52-40. Account 00033985

Address;

FACT 83 Ducie St, Manchester. M1 2JQ
E support@factuk.org

PRESS OFFICER
FACT needs a Press Officer. This is a voluntary , unpaid posi�on.
If you can help, please contact Brian Hudson, FACT’s Coordinator.
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FACT AUTUMN CONFERENCE

The Appeals System

From FACT’s Archives

Comment on FACTion’s 2006 Front Page (see page 25)
The front page from our archives (September 2006)
shows a template silhoue�e for each of the FACT
members who were either acqui�ed at trial or on
appeal that year. This is a mere drop in the ocean of
the hundreds more in the preceding years at the �me
and since that �me. The government’s response to the
Home Affairs Select Commi�ees work was to cast
doubt on it (even though that Select Commi�ee was
also comprised of Members of Parliament
(incidentally, including David Cameron). It seems that
it was then and is now the case that the ques�on of a
person’s guilt no longer requires evidence beyond a
reasonable doubt but in fact it is their innocence
which requires this. It is no longer the prosecu�ons
task to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt but
quite the reverse. In case a�er case guilt is based on
probability, opportunity and bias. No hard physical
facts or evidence. This has led to hundreds of elderly
good innocent men(and some women) being
incarcerated and having their autumn years wrecked.
Many have since passed on, never having had the
opportunity to clear their names and repair the
damaged done to them. The government must be
aware of this reversal of the rule of law, a legal
principle, if not why not?
In September 2016 wri�ng in the Mail Online Lord
Macdonald former director of Public Prosecu�ons
stated that;
“Partly in response to well-deserved criticism over
their previous failings, the authorities now seem
eager to believe almost any accusation of abuse,
no matter how lurid or fantastic. Previous
indifference has been replaced by a bone-headed
stampede to take all complaints at face value, as
past contempt for the rights of victims has given
way to a new disdain for the rights of the accused.
It is the job of the police to conduct impartial,
objective investigations, not to indulge narcissists
and fantasists. Justice simply cannot survive a
process in which the police hand over the right to
determine the truth to accusers, simply on the basis
that they claim to be the victims of crime.”
(footnote 1).
No doubt the opposite can be equally true that many
guilty of historic or recent abuse go unpunished, but
why should the innocent pay the price of this? They
are caught up in a net cast so widely and without full
inves�ga�on that like the fish of the wrong variety
caught at sea they are thrown back damaged into the
ocean or deemed fit for the market of jus�ce anyway.
The prosecu�on system is so finely tuned now on
behalf of presumed vic�ms in every case, with every
assistance given to them to bolster the chances of
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convic�on. For example, we are aware of cases where
false statements were wri�en using words we know
the accusers are a stranger to. When the odds are so
stacked against the defendants – especially in the case
of claims of abuse decades ago (historical cases) with
no evidence except the accuser’s word against the
defendant’s word, the proving one’s innocence is pure
chance.
Since 2006 changes in the system have ensured that it
is harder to win an appeal. The system is underfunded
and the backlog of cases is moun�ng. Sentencing has
increased and become harsher and hundreds of
elderly persons have been placed in prisons which
cannot cater for them adequately. A recent report by ‘
CLinKs’ , (footnote 2) which is a voluntary organisa�on
suppor�ng the voluntary sector, highlights the fact
that older people in prison now make up 17% of the
popula�on and that many of these had both physical
and mental health needs which are not adequately
met. On top of this some of these people will have to
face the stark reality that they will most likely die
there. In a recent case a FACT member protes�ng his
innocence was sentenced to 26 years in prison his age
87. He has since died whilst awai�ng an appeal to be
launched.
Something must be done to deal with the epidemic of
historic prosecu�ons proven without evidence.

Note 1.
h�ps://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/ar�cle-3236183/
Corrup�on-Jus�ce-excoria�ng-cri�que-ex-law-chiefsays-integrity-restored-police-s-flawed-child-abuseprobes-LORD-MACDONALD.html
Note 2
h�ps://www.clinks.org/publica�on/understandingneeds-and-experiences-older-peopleprison?utm_source=Newsflash&utm_medium=Email&
utm_campaign=newsflash101121
Brian Hudson

Editors Note:
See also the ar�cle, ‘Thoughts, implica�ons and
similari�es based on the Hillsborough Tragedy’,
on page 35 of this edi�on of FACTion.
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THE NEED FOR BALANCE
A reprint of an ar�cle wri�en by Brian Hudson
and printed in the InsideTime prison newspaper, October 2021.

Having read the ar�cle on Margaret Gardiner by Ben
Leapman in September’s (2021) edi�on of InsideTime¹, in
which he describes Margaret’s work with the Falsely
Accused Support Organisa�on (FASO), I would like to
highlight the work of FACT, endorsing all that Margaret
has stated.
FACT has been suppor�ng those with unfounded
allega�ons of abuse for 22 years. It grew out of the
decisions of various police forces in the UK to undertake
inves�ga�ons into alleged historical abuse in former
children’s homes and residen�al schools. The first to do
this was North Wales police force, followed by
Merseyside and Cheshire police forces. Within a decade
virtually every police force in the UK was either
undertaking retrospec�ve inves�ga�ons into alleged
abuse or was planning to do so. In North Wales and in
Liverpool the scale of the inves�ga�ons was so great and
o�en misinformed that huge numbers of teachers and
carers formed a group for mutual support. The first such
group was set up in North Wales in 1992.
In the late 1990s several people from Merseyside and the
surrounding area formed a group following the decision
of Merseyside and Cheshire police to establish Opera�on
Care in which they trawled for allega�ons from former
residents of care homes throughout the Northwest. In
late 1999 FACT was formed from these groups. In the
spring of 2000 hundreds a�ended the first ever FACT
na�onal conference which was held at St Helens. The
huge numbers struck a chord with other carers and
teachers throughout the UK who had found themselves
in a similar posi�on. Local ac�vists were joined by
concerned academics, lawyers, professionals and
poli�cians.
As more and more individuals were accused and the
injus�ces became more apparent other local groups and
individual campaigns merged to form a powerful and
respected na�onal network, an organiza�on to be
reckoned with. Over the years both FASO and FACT have
helped hundreds of those wrongly accused to fight for
jus�ce and have supported both them and their families.
We are membership-based organiza�ons and have a lot
of experience in suppor�ng people throughout the UK
who work - or have worked – in posi�ons of
responsibility and trust, who conscien�ously maintain
they have been falsely accused of abuse or misconduct
with children or vulnerable people. Today we help with a
plethora of various accusa�ons, not just from care homes
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or schools but from almost every walk of life. It is clear to
us that many whose work regularly brings them into
contact with children or with adults who are vulnerable
or dependent are not aware of many factors, among
them:

• how vulnerable they are to being falsely accused
of abuse or misconduct
• how unwilling safeguarding bodies are to consider
any possibility that the allega�ons might be
untrue
• how inadequate the criminal jus�ce system is in
ascertaining the truth
The current membership of FACT includes those who
have worked/do work in:
• children’s homes or residen�al schools
• mainstream educa�on
• special educa�on (residen�al or day provision)
• colleges, further and higher educa�onal
establishments
• social care and/or social work
• day care units, playgroups, childminding, nurseries
• foster carers
• the voluntary sector – youth and community work,
including uniformed organisa�ons and sports
clubs
• health care provision
• faith groups and religious communi�es
• police and the prison service
• the armed forces

The Need for Balance by Brian Hudson … con�nued

FACT is responsible for its own fundraising and receives
no financial or other support from the Government or
local authori�es. We have close links with professional
bodies and advisors, and, over the years, we have helped
to finance more than one research project. FACT has
made submissions to select commi�ees and the IICSA.
Many members have published books cri�cising the
criminal jus�ce system which failed them and explaining
how they came to be falsely accused and the tragic
consequences this had on their lives and that of their
families.
FACT also supports those throughout the country who
believe that they are wrongly imprisoned, and their
families. We hold conferences and publish a professional
newsle�er which is distributed to Members of FACT,
those in prison, and individuals in various professions
who may use their influence for the benefit of those
whom FACT supports. It is now clear that there has been
a deteriora�on of great concern in the jus�ce system
over the past 20 years, a jus�ce system which was known
to protect the innocent un�l proved guilty. Today it
would appear that there is a complete reversal, where a
person making an allega�on is instantly referred to by
the police as a vic�m who must be believed no ma�er
how far-fetched the allega�on. The police are crucial to
the opera�on of an unbiased system, yet they would
seem to be failing us. We desperately need a police force
which is seen to be trustworthy, honest and professional.
There are many individual officers who are working hard
to achieve this, yet pressure groups and some poli�cians
are drawing us further and further away from this
objec�ve.

volume” tac�c. The odds are stacked against the
innocent and guilty verdicts are o�en reached not on
evidence but on probability or possibility.
Last year FACT moved from its original organiza�onal way
of opera�ng to become a non-profit limited company in
order to safeguard its future. The Company ‘Suppor�ng
Vic�ms of Unfounded Allega�ons of Abuse Ltd’ was
established and FACT merged into it. Due to its longstanding history of support and publica�ons it was
agreed that the new non-profit company should con�nue
to be known as FACT. As we come to the end of the first
year of the new company (September 2021) FACT is
sending their newsle�er (Faction) and FACT’s latest
publica�on² to key parliamentary ministers and various
individuals. This is our contribu�on to mark False
Accusa�on Day.
We con�nue to hope and campaign for a change in the
law which will impact posi�vely for those wrongly
accused and convicted of a sexual offence. The
presump�on of innocence must be seen to be the
bedrock of our criminal jus�ce system. Balance must be
restored.
Much more can be found on our website
h�ps://factuk.org and publica�ons can be
ordered, for a fee of £5.00, from:
FACT,
83 Ducie Street3,
Manchester,
M1 2JQ
.
Brian Hudson
FACT Coordinator

Individuals who are innocent of an accusa�on
o�en mistakenly believe that
the jus�ce system will recognize the truth
and acquit them.
In many cases, they do not take the
necessary steps to defend themselves fully.

1. The 2021 edi�ons of InsideTime can be found at
h�ps://inside�me.org/back-issues/2021-back-issues

FACT is therefore well placed to comment on the
vulnerability of men and women whose occupa�on
brings, or brought, them into regular contact with
children or vulnerable or dependent adults at all levels
throughout the UK. Most members of FACT’s commi�ee
will either have personal or related experience of a false
allega�on. This, together with 20 years’ experience in the
field, enables us to support others who are falsely
accused.
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Individuals who are innocent of an accusa�on o�en
mistakenly believe that the jus�ce system will recognize
the truth and acquit them. In many cases, they do not
take the necessary steps to defend themselves fully. This
is fatal as the current system appears to be geared to
a�aining a convic�on by whatever means possible. The
manipula�on of statements, coercion, non-disclosure of
evidence crucial to defence, and of course the “guilty by

2. ‘Robbed of Everything’: The Voices of Former
Prisoners Maintaining Innocence though Convicted of
Sexual Offences and of their Rela�ves’, by Rosalie
Burne� and Naomi-Ellen Speechley. Further
informa�on and download link can be found at:
h�ps://factuk.org/2021/02/20/robbed-ofeverything-the-voices-of-former-prisonersmaintaining-innocence
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THE RIGHT TO FIGHT BACK
Some thoughts and a case example by Jeremy Dunning Davies

Compensation for the Falsely Accused.
I should probably make it clear from the outset that I have
never been in favour of applying for financial
compensa�on in the vast majority of instances. If
someone has suffered a financial loss through negligence
by another person or organisa�on then financial
recompense seems appropriate but in other cases it does
not and o�en raises the ques�on of whether or not the
en�re reason for the original complaint was because
financial benefits might follow. However, unfortunately
we now live in a compensa�on culture and personal
views, such as those I espoused, count for very li�le; in
fact, such views may too easily be used by others to
escape responsibility for wrongdoing on their part and are
o�en taken to show a sign of weakness on the part of the
wronged party.
Such, I fear, is the background behind the great difficulty
people falsely accused of sexual offences face in any
a�empt to secure compensa�on for the trauma caused to
them and for the ensuing difficul�es they will face in their
future lives – both personally and in a�empts to find
employment.
The subject is a difficult one for those who’ve never had
any direct or even indirect experience with this issue to
appreciate. As a result, I will first outline details of a
genuine historical case but with no iden�fying detail
included. I choose this par�cular case because I have
plenty of documenta�on rela�ng to it, including actual
court transcripts.
Some years ago, a young teacher suddenly heard he’d
been accused of sexual assault by a 15 year old female
pupil. Ini�ally the school had been asked in wri�ng by the
girl’s mother to deal with the ma�er internally but, for
some unknown reason, the whole issue was reported to
the local police and the existence of the request le�er was
never revealed. Due to the a�tudes of a rather pompous
police constable and an incompetent lawyer, the young
teacher was made to feel terrified of the possible
consequences of what was a totally unfounded
accusa�on. Incidentally, on being charged, the same
police officer told him his photograph hadn’t come out
well but it didn’t ma�er because they’d get a good one
when he was convicted. Impar�al? Early on he received a
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printed copy of the supposedly recorded interviews with
various people – the girl herself, a supposed witness and
others who’d simply heard about the alleged incident. In
this transcript, any a�empt by someone to speak up for
the young teacher resulted in that interview being
immediately terminated. However, the supposed witness
– and this a ‘witness’ who said that when the accuser told
her about it at the bus-stop a�er school, ‘it all clicked’ claimed the alleged incident to have occurred on a
Thursday and not on the Friday as alleged by the accuser.
Soon a�er, though, a second copy of the transcript arrived
in which that day was altered to Friday, with no
explana�on given. Time passed before the young teacher
had to appear in the magistrates’ court. This occurred on
three occasions and at no �me was any actual evidence
produced; the CPS came up with pathe�c excuses for this
on each occasion but the magistrates allowed the farce to
con�nue. The only posi�ve point about this was that
uncondi�onal bail was not opposed by the CPS, although
the magistrates, knowing nothing about the case and
caring even less, were obviously keen to remand in
custody as their faces showed only too clearly. Eventually
the case came to the Crown Court where the teacher had
a new lawyer and a highly competent barrister.
However, if the Magistrates’ Court was a disgrace to our
country, the Crown Court, if anything, proved even more
disgus�ng in many ways. Almost at the very beginning of
the ini�al hearing, the judge discounted one so-called
prosecu�on witness simply because she wasn’t a witness
to anything. The judge then enquired as to why another
person was being called and commented ‘…if the Crown
accept her evidence, why are you prosecu�ng this man?’
The prosecu�ng council was unable to answer, although
the almost incoherent mumbling before he gave any sort
of reply was omi�ed from the ‘official’ transcript! In the
case of this witness though, the judge went on to say ‘You
can’t possibly succeed with this case if you call’ the said
witness. Somewhat later in the proceedings, the judge
stated that ‘the Crown shouldn’t prosecute unless there is
a reasonable chance of convic�on.’ He con�nued by
sta�ng that if they called this witness, they hadn’t ‘got a
chance of convic�on.’ The judge went on to comment that
he had not seen transcripts of evidence given by the
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The Right to Fight Back by Jeremy Dunning Davies … con�nued

complainant and her one apparently genuine witness but
asked if the prosecu�ng council had seen the video of
their interroga�on. Council hadn’t! The judge then
con�nued by querying if it was ‘in the public interest to
prosecute this case’. However, having queried whether to
proceed was in the public interest and having indicated
quite clearly that he thought not, and having stated that,
if one par�cular witness was called, the Crown would
definitely lose, the judge merely adjourned proceedings
but ordered the Crown to provide videos of the
interroga�ons for both the prosecu�ng council and the
defence. At the next mee�ng, the Crown insisted on
calling the witness who according to the judge would
ensure the Crown case failed, but they had failed to
produce a copy of the video for the defence – thereby
being in contempt of court! However, the judge meekly
set a trial date, even though neither criterion for
proceeding had been met.

Private Meeting

found Not Guilty, the defendant was granted all costs but
the judge spoke not one word of reprimand to the two
girls who had been very clearly shown to be lying, as
shown in cross examina�on. Indeed, everything pointed
to the fact that the one girl hadn’t even been in the
classroom at the �me of the alleged offence but,
apparently, only the police can obtain that informa�on
and they chose not to disclose it.
Once the jury had been dismissed, the judge drew the
prosecu�ng council’s a�en�on to the issue of when ‘there
is a clear conflict between a child complainant as to an
important ma�er and an adult.’ (Here the adult referred
to was the other teacher present in the classroom at the
�me of the alleged offence.) The judge clearly felt the
Crown’s case had not been assembled correctly – if
indeed they had one – but made it clear also that this
ma�er was ‘not appropriate for repor�ng.’ Hence, an
important point, obviously of great public interest,
remained unreported.

On the second day, proceedings should have been over by
lunch�me with the judge intervening with an obvious Not
Guilty verdict – and that was the opinion of an ex-CPS
lawyer. However, it dragged on for a further two full days
before a unanimous ‘Not Guilty’ verdict was returned,
with the jury having been out for 25 minutes.

Unfortunately, I am certain the above scenario is not
unique; far too many others will have suffered in the same
way. However, where do you even begin to analyse and
understand exactly what has happened? This case
concerns a teacher but people in other occupa�ons will
have had similar experiences. From the beginning in this
instance there was quite simply no case to answer but a
policeman, who regarded this as his ‘last big case’, was
allowed to proceed unchecked in pursuit of a convic�on
of an obviously innocent person. The magistrates
singularly failed to do their duty in that they should have
called the Crown to account and dismissed the case. Then,
in the Crown Court, the first judge clearly stated – and this
was later confirmed in private by the police – that neither
necessary criterion for proceeding to trial was met! Also,
we again come across a situa�on where the Crown
deliberately holds back required informa�on from the
defence, although they were forced to disclose it at the
actual trial before any progress could be made. Finally, the
eventual Crown Court judge did not stop proceedings
when he should have done and the prosecu�ng council
didn’t withdraw as he was advised to do, but perhaps
neither was in real control or allowed to withdraw by
someone with more authority.

How much did all this cost the na�on? Disgus�ngly, a�er
all that had been both seen and heard in the court, the
judge merely told the defendant he was free to go but did
not have the good grace to add ‘without a stain on your
character’ as he surely should have done. Having been

Finally, the real wrongdoers – the female liars – were
never even reprimanded; as a paediatrician once said,
those who let these girls get away with their lies are the
real child abusers! The answering plea by the authori�es
to any cri�cism is that all the checks were met at all

It only emerged later in a le�er from the head of the local
CPS to the then Director of Public Prosecu�ons that, in the
period between the two Crown Court hearings, the head
of the local CPS had had a private mee�ng with the judge
to sort out a few things. Of course, this highly irregular
procedure was completely unknown to the defence!
On the first day of the actual trial, the original judge was
replaced (possibly because of his unauthorised mee�ng
with the local head of the CPS?) and then proceedings had
to be halted because the Crown had not provided
necessary documents to the defence nor even the
address of one of the defence witnesses who was another
teacher present in the classroom at the �me of the
alleged offence.
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stages. What checks? No-one checked anything ever. The
young teacher was facing a ruthlessly stacked deck but
this was a case with absolutely no evidence for
prosecu�on from the outset and one must wonder at
the morality and humanity of at least some of those
charged with control of our once admired legal system.
As anyone who has experienced this so-called judicial
process from the accused point-of-view will be well
aware, the above outcome is certainly not the end of the
affair. Gaining future employment is a real issue but, in the
case discussed here, a major problem emerged when it
was found that the local police force’s record, as drawn up
by their legal services unit, contained several errors of
fact! This was only discovered when the document was
used to prevent the person discussed above from
obtaining employment and the document was
devasta�ng in that it was endorsed in his own handwri�ng
by a local Assistant Chief Constable with the words ‘…the
above is relevant, reliable and serious’. The document was
corrected – a�er three a�empts by the Chief Constable when this all came to light but, by then, how much
damage had been done? The young man involved was out
of work for three years but has never received even a
word of apology from that Assistant Chief Constable; in
fact, when contacted to request a personal apology, that
individual ran to the Chief Constable for protec�on and
that protec�on was granted!
Also, when contacted, the original Crown Court judge
couldn’t comment on anything. In one way this is
understandable but in another not so because it allows
injus�ces and inconsistencies to creep into our so-called
jus�ce system which can con�nue and even proliferate.
However, when you consider the above situa�on, most
people immediately ask about compensa�on but, if any
was forthcoming, it would only be truly effec�ve if it came
directly out of the pockets of those who are constantly
abusing our legal system – in the case above, the local
head of the CPS, a weak, ineffec�ve judge and several very
senior police officers. However, should one seek
compensa�on because nothing can truly compensate for
the mental and physical anguish suffered by those
wrongly accused. As indicated at the very beginning, my
personal view has always been to avoid seeking financial
compensa�on but I’m now convinced that, in this modern
compensa�on age, that view is incorrect because these
people who cause so much unnecessary trouble for
innocent people possess li�le true humanity and only
understand they may have erred if you ‘hit their pockets’
and that holds true for organisa�ons as well as
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individuals. The huge problem is how do falsely accused
people seek compensa�on? What route do they follow?
If you’re an accuser, especially someone making
accusa�ons of sexual assault, people are queuing up to
arrange compensa�on. Lawyers openly adver�se on the
internet to the extent that people are invited to enter
their details and details of the alleged assault and they
will be given an es�mate of how much compensa�on they
can expect. In fact, one easily found entry on the internet,
in answer to the ques�on ‘When to apply for
compensa�on a�er a sexual assault?’ is as follows:-

‘Regardless of whether or not you are seeking
compensa�on or damages from other sources
you should make your applica�on to CICA
as soon as possible. You may s�ll
be eligible for an award under the Scheme
even if your assailant is not known,
or is not convicted.’
This la�er statement seems almost
unbelievable but helps explain much
that happens in our legal system and
shows quite clearly how CICA
works. CICA claims it recovers
payments from people who have
claimed compensa�on incorrectly
but the above statement makes you
wonder who comes into the category
which allows such reclaiming?

Some [people] are able to make
false accusa�ons which
permanently damage, even ruin, a
person’s life and future and yet
come away with a substan�al
bundle in compensa�on and do so
in full knowledge that such
acquisi�on of compensa�on will
remain anonymous for life .
It does appear that some are able to make false
accusa�ons which permanently damage, even ruin, a
person’s life and future and yet come away with a
substan�al bundle in compensa�on and do so in full
knowledge that such acquisi�on of compensa�on will
remain anonymous for life and no ques�on of repayment
will ever arise! Is such a system correct? Is it in any way
fair?
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As far as the unfortunate accused is concerned, the
present situa�on is that that person may well not even
have their defence costs covered; they could easily end up
in severe financial difficul�es and all through no fault of
their own. This is a situa�on which must be rec�fied
urgently; all those found not guilty should have all their
legal costs covered and probably by the police and CPS in
an a�empt to ensure they act correctly when bringing
cases to court.
Teachers, in par�cular are in an invidious posi�on here
because pupils know only too well that, if they make an
accusa�on, the teacher concerned will, in the vast
majority of cases, be in a very awkward posi�on and, at
the very least, could be out of a job and seriously short
financially. Hence, any teacher who a�empts to impose
any discipline is especially vulnerable since many pupils
know they can have that teacher removed. This is a cruel,
unfair situa�on which must be rec�fied and rec�fied
sooner rather than later.
As for compensa�on, where does the innocent accused
go for help? All the offers of help seem to be for the
accusers and the validity of any accusa�on doesn’t seem
to be an issue; in fact, the above quote implies that such
validity is unimportant. A�er all, the above quote should
refer to ‘your alleged assailant’ and the original ques�on
should be about an ‘alleged assault’ and, if the accused is
not convicted, then the assault is not even proved to have
occurred and so, lack of convic�on should mean no award
of financial compensa�on. It may only be concluded that
the ludicrously incorrect no�on of ‘believing’ people who
make accusa�ons of assault is being extended to not
believing the verdict if an alleged assailant is found
innocent. In the above men�oned case, the local CPS
merely said they accepted the verdict of the court; there
was not even the hint of admission that that verdict was
correct! This despicable a�tude is really at the heart of so
much that is wrong with our legal system as it now
operates.
The above situa�on is en�rely untenable in any civilised
society. A proper balance must be restored. This cannot
happen though un�l senior figures in the judiciary, the
CPS and police are seen to have to obey the same rules as
everyone else. Judges cannot be allowed to seem to be
above the law; senior police must understand the
meanings of simple words in the English language and
also not appear to be above the law. When serious
inves�ga�ons into wrongdoing by the authori�es are
produced – such as the Henriques’ report into the
Metropolitan Police Force – they must be acted upon and

not brushed under the carpet to be forgo�en even when
future problems arise. If further issues do arise, Home
Secretaries should not be forced to set up yet another
enquiry, such as has happened following the Sarah
Everard tragedy; the force concerned should be forced to
act – and be seen to do so – on the exis�ng report, in this
case that of Sir Richard Henriques.

ADS
On top of this, the Law Society should impose a rule
banning all lawyers from adver�sing their services for
obtaining financial compensa�on on the internet or via
any social media outlets in the way they do; - their
sugges�on of how much they can obtain in a par�cular
case only serves to fuel the desire of some for some quick,
rela�vely easy money. Further, all instances of false
accusa�on must be at least commented on by the judge.
In the case cited above, the girls involved should have
been firmly reprimanded and forced to apologise to the
accused in court but not via a video link!
All these things are vitally important but, in the short
term, some clearly defined route for seeking
compensa�on for the trauma caused in these cases of
false allega�on must be laid out for all to see. Maybe such
a scheme could be funded by the local CPS and the police
force involved and paid out through CICA - a�er all, those
falsely accused certainly suffer criminal injury, although of
a different kind from that normally considered. Possibly
CICA could help in financing this by reclaiming funds paid
out for false allega�ons, although it might be more
sensible to pay out nothing un�l a�er a trial has been
completed and the alleged assailant found Guilty. The real
truth is that in all these cases there is a vic�m but, all too
o�en that real vic�m is not the accuser! Logically, it must
follow that all those wrongly accused have the same
automa�c right to compensa�on as the accusers. On the
other hand, it might be preferable to remove the right to
financial compensa�on completely and, when some poor
unfortunate is declared Not Guilty of some false
allega�on, that person should be awarded all court costs,
regardless of the amount. As suggested earlier, if the legal
authori�es who had vigorously pursued such cases, were
faced with paying those costs – ideally out of their own
pockets rather than the public purse – possibly they would
refrain from vindic�ve prosecu�on of people they know
to be innocent! However, only when such a route is made
clearly available will we see restraint on the part of some
police and CPS officials.
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Article Review & Commentary

Article Review & Commentary

The Mysterious Memory Gap
by Jessica Hamzelou,
published in the New Scientist, 9thOctober, 2020

Review and Commentary by the FACTion’s Editor
Jessica Hamzelou is a reporter at the
New Scien�st; in her ar�cle ‘The
Mysterious Memory Gap’ she has
brought to the fore the problem of
courts relying on people’s
memories rather than hard facts.
Her ar�cle includes many quotes
from psychologists, unfortunately,
without the exact reference to
where she obtained the quotes from.
Quo�ng from Henry Otgaar, a clinical
and forensic psychologist at Maastricht
University in the Netherlands, she writes,
‘Otgaar and others are warning that, in
an era where historical cases of sexual
abuse are increasingly being
inves�gated, good science is more
important than ever. Unless something
changes, he believes, unsafe
convic�ons based on bad science will wreck lives,
while people with real, but patchy memories of abuse
might not be believed. ‘

The above quote is undated, so we do not know how
long ago this predic�on was made, but members of
FACT know from their experience that unsafe
convic�ons have and con�nue to ‘wreck lives’. This is
FACT’s raison d’être.
The ar�cle points out memory does not work like a
filing system maintaining our past memories vividly
like a film clip or a photograph. Instead, our memories
are based on electrical connec�ons from different
parts of the brain and as such can be easily altered,
lost forever, or even not recorded. Since our
memories are ‘encoded’ in our brain in such a way
that they ‘are far from fixed – every �me we have a
chance to recall an event, we have the chance to alter
the memory in some way’. Therefore, memories are
vulnerable to change, or even to be fabricated, and
that is the main thrust of the ar�cle.
Do you, like myself, use photographs as an aidmémoire to jog your memory? I o�en find that when I
recall an event in my mind, what I visualise is a
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photograph of the event that I had
previously seen. Looking at
photographs of past events becomes
what Hamzelou calls a reinforcing
strategy that does not let the
memory fade. Whilst this is a
good technique, similar to
repea�ng a poem over several
days in order to memorise it, it is
also the same technique that
psychologists have used to implant
false memories into volunteers.
As Hamzelou says, without quo�ng
her source, ‘more recent work has shown
that people can easily be led [by
psychology researchers] to believe they
have given someone a black eye or
experienced a hot air balloon ride when
they haven't’. Surprisingly, they con�nue
to believe their false memory even when it is pointed
out to them as being false.
A good example of this can be found on page 386 of
the late Richard Webster’s book, The Secret of Bryn
Estyn: the making of a modern witch hunt, where
Webster writes about a young man being crossexamined and it is pointed out to him that reliable
wri�en evidence shows that he could not have been
abused at the �me he said he was, to which he
replied, “It must be true [that he was abused at that
�me] because it is in my head”.
Hamzelou asks the ques�on, ‘How can we dis�nguish
implanted memories from real ones?’ - the answer to
which many people who have been falsely accused
would like to know. Hamzelou’s conclusion is that
‘today, there is s�ll no way to dis�nguish a true
memory from a false one’ and she goes on to quote
from Elizabeth Lo�us, a psychologist from the
University of California, who says that ‘without
corrobora�ng or exonera�ng evidence, it is impossible
to tell if a memory is real or false’.
That conclusion is why it is so difficult to use the false
memory argument in Court.
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Editor’s Review of The Mysterious Memory Gap by Jessica Hamzelou … con�nued

Hamzelou quotes Lawrence Pa�his, a forensic
psychologist at the University of Portsmouth, UK, as
saying that ‘one red flag [that points to a false
memory] is if someone says they have recalled an
event that they had completely forgo�en but are able
to suddenly describe in striking detail’. That brings us
to another court problem, ‘credibility’. A person who
has developed a false memory, for example by them
revisi�ng fantasies, or from therapy, or from absorbing
other people’s stories as their own and then revisi�ng
them in their thoughts, come to a situa�on where they
fully believe their false memory. “It must be true
because it is in my head”.
Hamzelou gives an example from research by Richard
McNally and his colleagues of Harvard University, who
compared the physiological responses of people who
were known to have experienced trauma, whether as
a result of war or sexual abuse, and those of people
who said they had been abducted by aliens. As the
par�cipants described their experiences, the
researchers measured their heart rate, swea�ng, and
muscle tension. There was no observable difference
between the two groups. In addi�on, more than half
of those who believed they had been abducted by
aliens showed post-trauma�c stress disorder.
This is why during an interview or on the witness
stand, the accuser with a false memory comes across
with all the emo�ons of reliving a real experience
which they can describe in minute detail, even a�er
forty or more years. Therefore, listening to someone
reliving a false memory comes over as a very powerful
and credible statement. Conversely, the defendant,
trying to recall memories from long ago comes across
as very vague and cold, because ‘true memories are
very o�en vague’, and this can be interpreted as being
deliberately vague to the point of being obstruc�ve
and therefore lacking any credibility to the jury.
At this point, it is worth digressing away from Jessica
Hamzelou’s ar�cle and men�oning Jus�ceLegga�’s1
2013 view on relying on memories from a long �me
ago. His comments refer to his judgment of a civil
commercial case, therefore no jury, in which he says,
‘While everyone knows that memory is fallible, I do
not believe that the legal system has sufficiently
absorbed the lessons of a century of psychological
research into the nature of memory and the
unreliability of eyewitness testimony. One of the most
important lessons of such research is that in everyday
life we are not aware of the extent to which our own
and other people's memories are unreliable and believe

our memories to be more faithful than they are. Two
common (and related) errors are to suppose: (1) that the
stronger and more vivid is our feeling or experience of
recollection, the more likely the recollection is to be
accurate; and (2) that the more confident another
person is in their recollection, the more likely their
recollection is to be accurate.
Above all, it is important to avoid the fallacy of
supposing that, because a witness has confidence in his
or her recollection and is honest, evidence based on
that recollection provides any reliable guide to the
truth. 2

Has anybody heard a Judge in a criminal trial make
such observa�ons to the Jury?

‘without corrobora�ng or
exonera�ng evidence,
it is impossible to tell if
a memory is real or false.
Lord Jus�ce Legga�’s comments indicate that an
essen�al fact in defending a false allega�on, and that
is that you need hard factual evidence in order to
defend such an allega�on. This brings us back to
Hamzelou’s ar�cle in which she quotes Lo�us as
saying, ‘without corrobora�ng or exonera�ng
evidence, it is impossible to tell if a memory is real or
false. This is exactly why many court cases of
historical abuse are unjust since a�er thirty or forty
years, corrobora�ng or exonera�ng hard evidence to
challenge the complainants account is non-existent,
hence the prosecu�on o�en relies not on third-party
evidence, but on the number of accusers to bring
about a convic�on.
1.
2.

In 2020 Lord Jus�ce GeorgeLegga� became a
member of the UK Supreme Court
A fuller extract of Jus�ceLegga�’s 2013 judgment
was previously printed on page 12 of Fac�on 7.1

This is only a brief review of Jessica Hamzelou’s article, and I
recommend reading her full article from the New Scientist. If you
know someone, like me, who has a copy of the full article, ask
them to send you a copy.
If you wish to explore the topic of false memories, a good start
would be the 2010 book, The Invisible Gorilla, by Chabris and
Simons.
See the website of the British False Memory Association:

https://bfms.org.uk
BBC Sounds: h�ps://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0013hjp
Think with Pinker ’Sentence first, verdict a�erwards’. It deals with
false memory.
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Thoughts, implications and similarities
based on the Hillsborough Tragedy
by Brian Hudson
Those who have watched the
receive, and we are also able
recent ITV program ‘Anne’ will
to advise many on how to deal
have been reminded of the
with a false accusation, and in
serious pitfalls within the British
some cases this has directly
Justice system. For those who
led to no further action.
have not watched this it covers
However, as we know only too
the story of one mother and the
well the stain of this and effect
Hillsborough Families Support
lasts a life time.
Group in their quest for Justice
for those unlawfully killed at the
What else can we do? Initially
Sheffield football stadium in
you may recall FACT was
1989. From the initial ‘blame
founded as a result of several
type’ press coverage released
local support groups coming
by the police stating that fans
together under one united
were drunk, disorderly and
organisation, this is something
were to blame, to the final
we do not see any longer.
exposure of the lies and
Support groups are never
misdirection plus the nonfeatured or referred to yet they
The new Anfield mural in memory of
disclosure of hidden reports.
could be very important in
the heroic mum Anne Williams
This took 23 years and it was
swelling the numbers and
not until 2012 when the Hillsborough Independent
helping the individual. They can serve as a prop for
Panel made their report following a review of
the person accused and be very reassuring. Support
450,000 documents that the true extent of the cover
groups need to meet in order that they can validate
up was revealed. Obstacles to justice had been
themselves and this in itself is a good place to start
placed in the way throughout the 23 year period.
for defences strategies. Each support group could
then be affiliated to FACT so that individuals
In 2012 FACT featured this disaster and its
themselves need not be members but a
aftermath in this publication (see footnote 1) and
representative from each could be co-opted to the
drew parallels to the justice system which has failed
National Committee or other platform.
many individuals falsely accused of crimes they did
not commit. FACT is now also in its 23rd year. Do we
Another option which was suggested many years
now need to look at what and where we are going ?
ago and which has been found in the paperwork of
Thousands of words, books, submissions, legal
the late Bob Wolfenden was for Solicitors to form an
representations, protest groups, letters and other
Appeal Group or Panel. The suggestion was for
representations have been made over this time.
number of solicitors who have specialised and
These have been backed by legal representatives,
represented those who have been falsely accused
MPs and a Home Office Select Committee. To date
to get together and share a database and
nothing seems to have changed very much. FACT
resources. This was suggested at the height of the
has and always will do its best with the voluntary
massive police trawl into allegations of historical
resources it has, but is this enough? Sentences are
abuse allegations within residential homes. This is
getting longer and tougher. Members are dying in
still needed. Defending anyone facing a false
prison and outside of the prison through illnesses
allegation of historical (or non-recent) abuse
caused or made worse by trauma. Lives are blighted
requires, skill, knowledge and experience in this
for ever. Yes, we do a good job in support, shown by
field and a specialist panel could be a resource for
the number of letters and emails of gratitude we
any defendant seeking representation or appeal. It
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Thoughts, implications and similarities based upon the Hillsborough Tragedy - continued ...

could have agreed protocols, establish links and
recognition with the CCRC and provide a database
of information and other resources. Although not
available online as a resource I quote from a paper
published in 2003 and located in the files of Bob
Wolfenden in which he noted that following an
appeal in the case of R v Bell the then Lord Chief
Justice said,
“The heart of our criminal justice system is the
principle that while it is important that justice is
done to the Prosecution and justice is done to
the victim, in a finer analysis the fact remains
that it is even more important that an injustice is
not done to the Defendant. It is central to the
way we administer justice in this country that
although it may mean that some guilty people go
unpunished it is more important that the innocent
are not wrongly convicted”

accusers are
by default deemed
to be telling the truth
I believe that most of you reading this whilst
agreeing with the above statement from Lord Chief
Justice, would also agree that this is not the reality.
The very fact that all accusers are by default
deemed to be telling the truth and are classed as
victims to be believed to the full prior to any
investigation irrespective of a court case, and who
are also eligible for criminal compensation
irrespective of any trial, shows just how far from
justice and fair play we have moved. Appeals are
now few and far between, and the CCRC set up to
right the wrongs the Criminal Justice System does is
underfunded, understaffed and has become almost
ineffective. There was some hope years ago (see
the insert from our archives); now all seems lost.

accused. For 23 years FACT has been here for
those wrongly accused and some convicted. 23
years the Hillsborough support groups waited for an
independent panel to expose lies and cover ups.
There is much we have in common with them,
namely the experience of being disbelieved, or
being misrepresented and the prolonged fight for
JUSTICE.
So, as we start yet another year where innocent
people will suffer from a false allegation let’s get our
thinking caps on and try and contribute more in
whatever way possible to bring some balance back
to the justice system. Many people today will be
carefully and cheerfully getting on with their innocent
lives, but what we know is that before the year is
over for them it will be the year they suffered the
greatest unjust trauma ever. As one person said to
me on the helpline last week, “I had no idea this
could happen. I am so very relieved that you are
there for me and my family.” Therein lies the issue;
the innocent should have nothing to fear from the
law, but today that is not the case. Anyone who has
worked or volunteered in a profession or who still
works in a profession which cares for others, be it
children or adults, risks a false accusation of current
or historic abuse. This is when their downfall starts.
When a system relies on verbal claims of abuse in
the absence of physical evidence, it is likely there
will be no justice for them. Just like the bereaved
Hillsborough families they will face years of grief,
upset, anger and disappointment at the mercy of a
broken justice system.
Notes
1.
https://factuk.org/wp-content/uploads/
2012/10/faction-vol-30-1.pdf

So here we must acknowledge and face up to the
difficulties in changing the Government’s position in
the way we are treated under what should be by
now a good sound justice system. Just as the
Hillsborough families still await justice following
disclosure so do hundreds who have been falsely
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DISCRETIONARY DISCLOSURE

Discre�onary Disclosure on Enhances DBS Cer�ficates by David Wicks … con�nued

ON ENHANCED DBS CERTIFICATES.

principles for disclosure of mental health issues un�l a
few years ago when an extended set of guidelines was
issued which has greatly assisted, so we have wri�en to
the Na�onal Police Chiefs Council (NPCC) to ask them to
consider a similarly extended set of guidelines for 3rd Part
disclosure and they have agreed to look into this and we
will update you when we hear more.

An overview by David Wacks
Before commi�ng the Soham murders, Ian Huntley was
able to get a job as a school caretaker despite the fact
that he had been ques�oned by the Police on more than
one occasion about serious allega�ons, because the then
DBS Cer�ficates only revealed Convic�ons or Cau�ons,
but not suspicions of even the most serious allega�ons.
In response, the government introduced the Enhanced
DBS Cer�ficate as a requirement for those seeking to
work with children or vulnerable adults, allowing the
Police to disclose any ma�er which may (on balance)
pose a risk to any such vulnerable person.

The Home Office
Independent Monitor
can overturn a police decision
on disclosure.
Over the years the ini�al Enhanced DBS system has been
improved both by the courts (par�cularly the guidelines
set out by the Supreme Court in L and the Metropolitan
Police 2009 SC3) and by the introduc�on of the Home
Office Independent Monitor who can overturn a police
decision on disclosure.

There are 3 main areas of disclosure:
1. Where the Police did not have sufficient evidence to
Cau�on or Convict someone, but they felt on balance
that the applicant was a poten�al risk and this
includes people who were acqui�ed on trial where
the burden of proof is proving ma�ers beyond a
reasonable doubt.

A Recent Case
One client was a child psychologist who was
arrested but not charged for allegedly drugging
and raping a woman and where this unproven
allega�on appeared on his next Enhanced DBS
Cer�ficate – but most importantly he was sacked
primarily because he did not disclose his arrest
just a�er it happened as required by his hospital’s
contract of employment. Our appeals against
disclosure to the Police were rejected but the
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Monitor decided in his favour a�er we pointed
out a series of discrepancies which destroyed the
credibility of the complainant such as that the
Police had statements from a taxi driver that she
did not appear drugged in his cab and was able to
recall her bank card number when stopping for
cash. Most per�nently the Police disclosed to the
Monitor (which they had not disclosed to us) a
photo showing her happily dancing in just her
knickers at the �me she had told the Police that
she was drugged and being raped! My client had
not recalled even taking this photo on her phone
as he was so drunk!

2. That the applicant had some prior mental health
condi�on which posed a poten�al risk.

A Recent Case
One client was a trainee doctor who had
previously been raped and suffered occasional
serious depression caused by PTSD which resulted
in her drinking to excess. She had never harmed
or even threatened anyone but had been picked
up by the police for her own safety .This concern
was raised on her Enhanced DBS for a placement
but thankfully the hospital was one where she
was being treated as an outpa�ent who allowed
her to shadow their staff and which she did
without problem, but unfortunately the University
suspended her on fitness to prac�ce grounds. We
were able then to get a report from her doctor
that she had by then been stable for a year and
the Monitor gave her the benefit of the doubt and
cleared her DBS Cer�ficate.

3. That even though the applicant may have a
completely clear record with the Police they
considered them a poten�al risk just because their
partner or a rela�ve had a convic�on and who may
then have access to vulnerable people because of
the applicant’s work. This is understandable if the
applicant was looking a�er vulnerable people at
home such as a foster carer and the 3rd Party was a
formerly convicted drug dealer or paedophile, but an
also be disclosed where the applicant does not work
from home.
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The Need for DBS

A Recent Case
In a recent case an experienced nurse had
worked in hospital for 20 years without any
concerns whatsoever, but her au�s�c son had
been convicted of watching child pornography
.The Police disclosed his record as a poten�al
risk- prejudicing her career. They rejected her
ini�al appeal on the basis that although they
acknowledged that she would never bring him to
work, that if she was shopping with him and
bumped into one of her (few) child pa�ents, that
her son could use that opportunity to start
grooming that child! Thankfully the Monitor
overturned that argument as the complete
nonsense it was (although not in such language).

A�er working as a solicitor for many years, I have seen
some very dangerous individuals who must be kept clear
from vulnerable people. On the other hand however
carefully guidelines are prepared, there will always be
grey areas where there may be genuine difficul�es in
balancing protec�on of the most vulnerable people
against unfair/dispropor�onate restric�ons upon people
being able to work and support themselves and their
families.

Free & Confiden�al Advice
We give free and always confiden�al advice both to
individuals and their advisers on the prospects of
clearing their name and the way forward.
David Wacks, Legal Director
CRB Problems Ltd.
Email: David@crbproblems.co.uk.
Tel: 07505 961 762

Guidelines
The guidelines on this topic are very brief and what they
say had been ignored or misunderstood by the Police.
There were similarly brief guidelines to help
individuals/the police/legal advisers understand the

Request for Help
Dr Rebecca K. Helm, Senior Lecturer in Law and Clinical Solicitor at the University of
Exeter is researching the pressures on defendants to plead guilty. She is aware that people
who have been falsely accused often face significant pressures to plead guilty and she
would like to interview people who have experienced this. She wants to highlight the
pressures people face, the importance of not presuming people who plead guilty are
guilty, and to make suggestions for how the system needs to change to protect defendants.
If you are interested be helping Dr Helm in her research please contact Becky Harwood
(Administrator) whose email is: r.k.harwood@exeter.ac.uk
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From FACT’s website - factuk.org

A case of mistaken identity that
cost Anthony Broadwater 40 years of his life
by John Chatwin, FACT’s Website Editor
The tragic story of Anthony Broadwater’s wrongful conviction
is essential reading because, although it took place in the USA,
there are important lessons for our own justice system.

Mistaken Identity
In 1981 Alice Sebold, an 18-yearold student in Syracuse
University in the US, was
violently raped in an underpass
amongst broken beer bottles and
dead leaves. Five months later
she passed a young black man in
a street in Syracuse and felt
certain that he was her assailant.
Later she wrote in her memoir
that “I knew his face had been
the face over me in the
tunnel. Knew that I had
kissed those lips, stared
into those eyes”.

Anthony Broadwater

She remembers him saying, “hey girl, don’t I know you
from somewhere?” as if he was taunting her. She
reported him and he was arrested. His name was
Anthony Broadwater. There was an identity parade.
She didn’t point out Broadwater, but the man next to
him. She was distressed to realise she had chosen the
‘wrong man’ but the deputy district attorney, Gail
Uebelhoer, apparently told her that Broadwater had
brought along a friend who looked like him to confuse
her. Later Sebold wrote in her memoir “the two men
were like identical twins”.
At Broadwater’s trial, to make up for the mix up in the
identity parade, the prosecution asked Sebold to
identify her rapist in the courtroom. She pointed to
Broadwater, unfortunately for him he was the only
black man in the room. Perhaps the court was
unaware of the problem of “cross race bias” which is
the greater likelihood of mis-identifying a person of a
different race. He was found guilty.
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Broadwater maintained his
innocence throughout the trial and his
imprisonment. This came at a huge
personal cost; he was denied parole five
times because he refused to say that
he was guilty. On five occasions he
tried to have his case overturned, but
without success. He even took two lie
detector tests and passed them but
remained in prison. When he had
served his sentence, he was put on the
sex offenders register and struggled to
find work. Although he married, he
tragically refused to have children
because of what he felt to be
“the stigma on my back”.

A case of mistaken identity that cost Anthony Broadwater 40 years of his life … continued

speaking to him and not Sebold and had not said
“girl”.
•

•

The science behind the forensic evidence
concerning hair found on Sebold which was said to
have come from Broadwater was found to have
been discredited since the trial.
Sebold had written in her memoir that the man she
mistook for Broadwater in the identity parade
looked just like him. Remember, she had said “the
two men were like identical twins”. When he was
tracked down, he looked nothing like Broadwater.
He was not an accomplice of Broadwater as the
assistant DA had told her and had never met him
before the day of the line-up.

Eventually in November 2021, Broadwater at the age
of 61 was cleared of the crime. The District Attorney
said “I will not tarnish this proceeding by saying I’m
sorry. That does not matter. This should never have
happened.”

How a film producer
cleared Broadwater’s name
Decades later Sebold’s memoir was going to be made
into a film for Variety. Timothy Mucciante was going to
be the producer. Luckily for Broadwater, Mucciante
was also a lawyer, writer, and a former journalist. As he
familiarised himself with the memoir, he began to have
doubts about Broadwater’s guilt. Eventually he hired a
private detective to investigate the case. Once they
had interviewed Broadwater, they became convinced
he was innocent. Digging further, they found several
‘red flags’.
•

The assailant was right-handed, Broadwater was
left-handed.

•

When Sebold met Broadwater in a street in
Syracuse, five months after the attack, she thought
he had said to her “hey girl, don’t I know you from
somewhere?”. However, a policeman was found
who was standing behind her at the time and who
knew Broadwater. He said that Broadwater was
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Alice Sebold

The apology
When Sebold, now aged 58, heard about Broadwater’s
exoneration she took several days to make a public
comment. She said she had been struggling to
understand how the wrongful conviction could have
happened.
She told Broadwater that she was sorry “ for the fact
that the life you could have led was unjustly robbed
from you , and I know that no apology can change
what happened to you and never will. Forty years ago,
as a traumatised 18-year-old rape victim, I chose to put
my faith in the American legal system.”
With astonishing kindness, Broadwater accepted
Sebold’s apology. “It took a lot of courage, and I guess
she’s brave and weathering through the storm like I
am”.

Wrongful allegations are not
necessarily malicious
It is striking that for 40 years Alice Sebold remained
convinced that she had correctly identified her rapist.
As stated before, in her memoir she wrote “I knew his
face had been the face over me in the tunnel. Knew
that I had kissed those lips, stared into those eyes”.
Describing the identity parade, she said “the two men
were like identical twins”. Remember, Mucciante’s
private detective discovered that the man she
confused with Broadwater looked nothing like him. She
also wrote that the microscopic hair analysis that
helped to convict him matched on 17 out of 17 different
points but Mucciante found no evidence of such a
report. Nevertheless, Mucciante said that there was no
doubt in his mind that Sebold had made a genuine
mistake and had not acted maliciously.

How can a witness make such a serious error?
Perhaps a clue is in the way memory works. Memory
science has made much progress over the last 40
years. It’s now known that memory doesn’t work like a
video recorder but is malleable and can change with
time. Experiments have shown how easy it is to ‘hack’
someone’s memory and change it. Our recall of events
can be influenced by our beliefs about the kind of
person we would like to have been, and false
memories can be planted by other people or by
hearing other people’s stories. False memories or hazy
memories for events that may or may not have
happened can be reinforced by repeatedly reliving
them until it feels as if they really happened. Even a lie
detector test would not be able to determine if a
memory was true, because a person with a false
memory really believes it is true so wouldn’t have the
normal physiological response of someone deliberately
telling a lie. Witnesses with false memories will be very
convincing in court.

Alice was only 18 and had suffered an incredibly
traumatic event and would have been extremely
emotionally vulnerable in the aftermath. When she
couldn’t identify Broadwater in the police line-up, a
person she would have trusted, the assistant DA, is
said to have told her that Broadwater had persuaded a
similar looking friend to join the identity parade to
confuse her. She seems to have accepted this
explanation and her later description of events, “the
two men were like identical twins” appears to
demonstrate how her memory adapted to conform with
what the assistant DA had told her.
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From FACT’s website

THANK YOU

A case of mistaken identity that cost Anthony Broadwater 40 years of his life … continued

Whatever the explanation of the difference between
her recall of events and what is now believed to have
happened, it is clear that a witness to a crime can quite
innocently identify the wrong person.

showed they could not have committed the offence.
How many more people languish in prisons because
they were not lucky enough to have had samples from
the crime scene stored in this way?

The legal process needs to
learn from its mistakes

The British system is not much better. Syed relates
that when the court of criminal appeal was first
proposed in the 19th century, the judges put up the
greatest opposition. It took 60 years and 31
parliamentary bills to win the battle for an appeal
system. The reluctance for the legal system to learn
from its mistakes persists to this day. It is still illegal to
ask how a jury came to its verdict, so when an error is
later discovered it’s not possible to find out how it
happened. When the Birmingham Six brought a civil
action, Lord Denning rejected the case on the grounds
that accepting that the police had lied would open an
“appalling vista”. Anyone who works in critical
occupations such as aviation, health care or the
nuclear industry, knows how dangerous it is to pretend
mistakes don’t happen. How long will it be before our
judiciary dares to face its “appalling vistas” so that we
can have the high-quality legal system we all deserve?

In his article in The Sunday Times, on 5th December
2021 Matthew Syed makes an important point. Most
organisations have systems in place to learn from their
mistakes. He gives the example of the aviation industry
which has rigorous procedures to investigate
accidents. These have been a great success and now
only one take-off in 11 million results in a fatal accident.
Unfortunately, despite multiple examples of wrongful
convictions, both here and in the United States, there
is a strongly held reluctance to learn from these errors.
Syed goes on to describe how in 1932 an American
law professor listed eight miscarriages of justice in
which people were convicted of murder of someone
who was missing presumed dead, when in fact they
turned out to be alive. If only the American justice
system has learnt from these mistakes perhaps
Broadwater would not have been convicted. When
DNA technology became available scores of innocent
people were exonerated because stored samples

Editor's Note: See also he case of Ronald Cotton that
is mentioned in ‘The Invisible Gorilla’ by
Chabris and Simons (2010), pages 109-115

Christmas Cards
Each year the FACT members send
Christmas cards to other members who
are in prison. This simple gesture
reminds those separated from their
families and friends that they are not
forgotten. As one member said,
“Thank you and your team for all
the Christmas cards which have
arrived. This encourages me and
gives me hope at this difficult time”.
FACT also receives cards form
prisoners, for which we are grateful as
we understand the stressful lives they
are living. Opposite is just one of the
many cards we received.
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Feedback from those who have contacted FACT for help and advise.
We have experienced another �me in last months and it seems we are s�ll the only organisa�on in the world which
specifically supports those suffering from historic and recent false allega�ons of sexual abuse. As �me goes on the
nature of the referrals become more and more incredible and so does the isola�on felt by those accused. Just a brief
glance at some of the responses received since our last publica�on.
Brian Hudson, FACT Coordinator
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These few statements reflect a plethora of others received weekly and show how much FACT is s�ll needed. Whilst we
cannot fight cases, we can certainly point people in the right direc�on and offer a listening ear. Our briefing papers sent
out to many have proved helpful and the advice and informa�on on the website receives thousands of hits every month.
Whilst the support and advice is priceless the cost of doing this increases each year and we shall soon require some
serious funding to keep up the level of support offered.
FACTion - Vol 11.2- Winter 2021-22
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Letters

The Nightmare of being Falsely Accused

The Tangled Webb: the Prosecution of Cardinal Pell
By Hugh Sommerville Knapman, OSB

Dear on duty,
These past few months have been a complete
nightmare to me, only I wish it was only just a
nightmare and not the reality of my current situa�on.
At the end of the last year, out of the complete blue, I
was wrongfully accused to have physically abused my
son. An allega�on made that has now scarred me;
even if it has been months since the occurrence, even
if it's been scraped away by the officials. I will never
forget the feeling.
The story goes, I was a volunteering coach at my
small local football team. Something I have been
pu�ng my life and soul in since the beginning of
2016. My son and I have been there since then and I
have always had extreme pride in it. It was always
something I held dear to my heart. I did not even care
an ounce that it was an unpaid job because who
cares? All I cared for then is the passion of those
children to build strong bases for their future.
Unfortunately, someone didn't seem to even cross
this idea in their mind because, in the month of
December, someone accused me of hi�ng my son.
Words I would never in my en�re life hear. But here
we are. I cannot even explain how the pit of my
stomach felt a�er hearing this. I s�ll feel it to this day.
And I am certain one might think that you even know
it wasn't you, but it makes you wonder... is that how
people think of you? Can people not approach me if
they suspect something so out of the blue.? So out of
the norm? Obviously, this person did not even think
twice to do this, they went straight to higher
authori�es which made an immediate impact on me
and my family.
I have been struggling a lot these past couple of
months because my mother was figh�ng her ba�le in
the hospital at the same �me this hell of a situa�on
occurred. You can only do so much to hide your
emo�ons from your own family, your own children. I
am supposed to be the strong one here, they are
supposed to come to me so I can be the shoulder
they cry on. I felt like my thoughts were all in a
scramble and I just felt like my life was being teased
at by the strings because I was so unhealthily
overwhelmed with stress, pain, anxiety and above all
complete and u�er anger. I work a job that requires
my 100% a�en�on but I was risking it all just because
some person assumed the complete worse of me, the
monster of any human being, Seriously? hi�ng my

own child, while I was working with kids? make it
make sense. I wasn't paying a�en�on while driving
there were countless �mes I could've ended up in a
far worse of a situa�on. I s�ll feel like this today. I feel
like breaking down.
During the procedures of trying to prove my
innocence, the social services had mee�ngs with my
family as they should. It's their job but that didn't
make it any easier than when I had to endure the
hysterical breakdown of my daughter and my wife
trying to fight for me because it just wasn't who this
person thought I was. I am no monster. It broke me.
The football associa�on then suspended me for
something I was PROVED to not have done yet to this
day, I am s�ll suspended. My life and soul was
completely snatched away from me. I don't have my
pride anymore. I can't be there to support my son
anymore. I can't help him when he needs that extra
push of momentum. And neither do any of the kids
that I taught. I lost them all. The police also
approached my son WHILE at school and if that isn't
an in�mida�ng scenario then I don't know what is.
They ques�oned him about something that had
never been occurred to him before. This en�re
situa�on was chipping me and my family into pieces.
We were all so shaken and disturbed. I do not wish
that anyone, not even my enemy ever finds
themselves in this situa�on ever in the years they
live.
My mum passed soon a�er this while the situa�on
was ongoing and I just feel like whoever made this
allega�on just needs to know that they have
completely ruined me and my family's life. I can't
bring myself to be happy anymore I feel like this will
leave an imprint on my heart for years and years to
come because someone thinks that I am this devil. I
would never do such a thing but it feels like I
s�ll have to prove it. I just hope that whoever hears
this and reads my story, is that they help me find the
light again. There's only so much burden a human
being can bear. The days go by and I feel so numb and
empty.
I hope your associa�on can support and guide me to
fight and bring my life together.
Kind regards,
Name supplied to FACT

This letter is just one of many which comes into FACT daily and is typical of the desperation and isolation
individuals feel when wrongly accused. The person who wrote to us has given his permission
to have this published for wider circulation and he is receiving support from our coordinator.
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The following is the beginning of an article that explores certain aspects of Pell’s prosecution,
first appeared in the Douia Magazine and its editor has kindly given his permission to reproduce it here. For
those who would be interested in reading the whole article, a link to it can be found at the bottom of this
page, alternatively, contact the Editor of Faction and he will send you a copy.
George Cardinal Pell has been a
flash point for deep divisions in
both Australian society and the
Catholic Church. Nevertheless, he
is not readily pigeon-holed. On the
one hand, there is his
uncompromising orthodoxy in
matters of faith and morals. On
the other, there is his sharp
criticism of the Australian
government’s treatment of asylum
seekers at the beginning of this
century, as well as his reforms of
the Vatican’s opaque finances all
of which were undone in the wake
of his departure from Rome to
face trial in the Australian state of
Victoria for historic allegations of
child sexual abuse.
The guilty verdict for sexually
assaulting two boy choristers, and
the subsequent appeals against it,
dominated the news in Australia,
reaching a final climax as the
Covid crisis struck in the West.
Overshadowed by the ongoing
pandemic, it has not been
forgotten, and other factors have
emerged subsequently which
have cast further doubt on what
was already a most dubious affair.
First is the role of Victoria Police
(VicPol) in the prosecution of
Pell, not least in the conduct of
the task force which investigated
him, especially when seen in the
light of other scandals besetting
this least inspiring of Australia’s
several state police forces.
Secondly, there is the emergence
into the public eye of
developments in Rome over the

media, which capitalised on
Pell’s counter-cultural moral
convictions and the Child sexual
abuse crisis afflicting the
Church, an atmosphere was
created in which Pell would
always have struggled to get a
fair trial or, after his conviction,
a fair appeal. Indeed, in light of
the judgment of the High Court
of Australia on 7 April, this
probability approaches certainty.

Cardinal George Pell

last few months, such as the
enforced resignation from the
dignity of cardinal by Angelo
Becciú, and the discovery that
Vatican funds had been
transferred into Australia, for
purposes that are unknown to
the Australian bishops and
remain clouded in mystery.
The poisoning of the
public perception of Pell
by some of the
mainstream media,
Beneath all this, and enabling
the whole sorry saga of his
prosecution, was the poisoning
of the public perception of Pell
by some of the mainstream
media, not least the taxpayerfunded Australian Broadcasting
Corporation(ABC),and through
supposedly authoritative books
such as Louise Milligan’s book,
Cardinal. It is not irrelevant that
Milligan works for the ABC. It is
probable that through such

The fundamental issue at stake is
not Pell as a bishop or a person,
nor the record of the Catholic
Church in the matter of child
sexual abuse. As Pell himself
said after his acquittal, his trial
was not (or should not have
been) a referendum on the
performance either of him or of
the Catholic Church; the trial was
about whether he committed the
crimes of which he had been
accused. It is a barely
conceivable, and highly
preventable, tragedy that the
case against Pell ever came to
trial, a tragedy certainly for him
and probably for the complainant,
J, of whom we know so little. You
can read the full details of the
case against Pell elsewhere. It is
certain aspects of Pell’s
prosecution that will be discussed
here.
In March of 2013 VicPol launched
Operation Tethering, informally
known within the force as Get
Pell, in order to gather evidence
against Pell with a view to
prosecution. Not one complaint
had been received.

The rest of the article can be found at: https://www.douaiabbey.org.uk/the-douai-magazine.php
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Also Supporting Victims of False Allegations

UNFOUNDED – Alliance Against Unfounded Accusations of Abuse

We are happy to introduce other organisations, where you may find additional information / support:

B.F.M.S. - British False Memory Association - https://bfms.org.uk

/

False memory: when a person is convinced a memory is true when it is not. Clinical evidence suggests it
is more widespread than had previously been appreciated. Contact: Kevin Felstead - 0161 285 2583

S.A.F.A.R.I. - Supporting All Falsely Accused With Reference Information. http://safari-uk.org/
SAFARI provide powerful and positive information to those who are in a position to make necessary
changes in the UK's investigative and judicial systems, to those who have been affected by false
accusations and to those who have suffered from being pressurised into making false accusations.

Over the last 30 years, support groups for those accused of false accusa�ons have worked �relessly to provide advice
and a shoulder for vic�ms of unfounded allega�ons. The support groups include FASO, FACT, Accused.me and Safari.
Whilst each group supports a wide range of different people and accusa�on, all the groups have a similar will to witness
change to the Bri�sh Legal System to be�er protect vic�ms of false allega�ons and wrongful convic�ons.

F.A.S.O. - False Allegations Support Organisation - www.false-allegations.org.uk
A voluntary organisation that offers clear information, practical advice, and emotional support to anyone
affected by false allegations of abuse. Contact - Margaret - 0844 335 1992

Unfounded brings together the wide range of Groups that support vic�ms of false allega�ons, to speak as one voice in
the fight for jus�ce. The Alliance is commi�ed to working together to raise awareness and influence policy to improve
services to vic�ms of unfounded allega�ons and miscarriages of jus�ce.

F.A.H.S.A - Falsely Accused of Historic Sex Abuse - http://www.falselyaccusedhsa.co.uk

Website: www.unfounded.org.uk

My husband and I assumed that the fundamental principle of justice - innocent until proven guilty - was
enshrined in British Law; our experience taught us otherwise.

Submitting Articles & Reviews to FACTion
We would prefer articles to be written in Microsoft Word and sent to the editor as an email
attachment. Please submit all images separately and preferably in their original size.

Copyright
Authors are responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce any copyright material.

Guidelines for Contributors
‘Guidelines for Contributors’ is available from the editor or
can be downloaded from our website: https://factuk.org/newsletter/

Email articles to: editor@faction.news

Richard Webster’s Website
A reminder from FACT that this very important website is still online

Very sadly, Richard died in June 2011, after suffering heart failure during the night.
Richard researched and wrote about many of the issues central to FACT’s work. He was very
farsighted and decades ahead in his realisation of the truth. He was also involved with FACT in the
early days. His books ‘The Great Children's Home Panic’ (1998) and ‘The Secret of Bryn Estyn’
(2005) are directly related to FACT and the devastating effect of false allegations on its members.
Richard’s friends would like to ensure that he is properly remembered and they want his work to
remain readily available for others to read, hence the continuation of his website:

www.richardwebster.org
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Supporting victims of unfounded Allegations of Abuse

We are here to listen
support and
help.

Helpline: 0843 289 2016
Scan me

factuk.org
FACT, 83 Ducie Street, Manchester, M1 2JQ

