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Secretary’s Letter
Brian Hudson

Dear All
I write this in the midst of our lockdown, 4 weeks
in. It is awful that we have had to cancel two of
our very important events especially the Service
of Fellowship and Encouragement which had
some very moving and relevant content to share
with those gathered. St James’s have been so
good and without asking immediately saved a
date for us for next year, for which we are very
grateful. Ini�ally we were not sure what to do
about the conference in May but the consensus
was that we should play on the safe side and
cancel this gathering, which at present seems that
this was the right decision. We hope you all
understand and agree. We also hope all our
members and friends are managing themselves
safely at this �me and especially those wrongly
incarcerated. I, on behalf of FACT, have wri�en to
various people about the poten�al early release
of those in prison who are elderly and vulnerable
and called on authori�es not to discriminate
against those with a sexual convic�on where it
can be seen they can be of no risk. I fear however
that common sense will not prevail and the
authori�es will be fearful of any cri�cism in this
area and will no doubt exclude them despite
several being in really poor health and with the
end of their sentence in sight. I have been
receiving mail from members on the inside of
prison walls and it is of concern when I learn what
they are experiencing right now. Their life has
already been taken from them and through the
flawed jus�ce system they have already endured
more than they ever should. Now the authori�es
need to act and they do all they can to ensure
they have a future life a�er their (our knowledge
leads us to believe) wrongful incarcera�on. It is
encouraging however to read that some have set
themselves a daily rou�ne of sorts, with meal
�mes used as anchor points in the days of
lockdown. Some who have wri�en have asked to
be remembered and prayed for. All con�nue to
protest their innocence and cannot come to
terms with what has happened to them following

Page 3

a life of giving to others. We can only hope they
make it through, though sta�s�cs are not in their
favour.
This first quarter of the year has been saddened
with the death of one of our commi�ee, Simon
Warr. The loss of Simon has hit us hard and we
mourn his passing and the loss of this person.
Nicholas, myself and Barbara Hewson were all
able to a�end his funeral and the following
memorial service in Ipswich in late February. It
seems that Simon had many facets to his life
some of which we did not know about. As well as
a broadcaster he was s�ll commenta�ng on
football and team players came to pay their
respects. We also had many people there from
the BBC, especially Radio Suffolk, as well as many
of his former pupils and colleagues from the Royal
Hospital School where he taught prior to his
wrongful arrest. Many of you will remember
Simon from our conferences, especially our
ques�on �mes when he demonstrated how fit he
was by charging around the room with the roving
microphone. He always had something new to tell
us and spoke out on the media several �mes.
Simon con�nued the fight against injus�ce to the
end of his life and even though he knew what he
had to face he con�nued to speak out for those
falsely accused. We have nothing but admira�on
for this brave and courageous man. He will be
missed. Tributes have been made to him in this
edi�on.
During this period FACT has been very quiet on
the email front and it is possible to see why.
Police interviews have been put on hold and no
doubt inves�ga�ons and statement taking has
reduced. We have had some contact but nowhere
near as busy as usual. No doubt when this is over,
we shall soon return to what we call normal. Will
the day ever arrive when we are not needed?
What will it take to change the current onslaught
of false allega�ons? Is it not �me that the
li�ga�on solicitors stopped adver�sing with lures
of compensa�on for spurious allega�ons? Why is
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the law not changed back to pre-nine�es when
these allega�ons were not as frequent? Why is
the CCRC reluctant to refer cases of a sexual
nature back to the Appeal Court? Why is the
policy of believe everything s�ll in existence with
ample evidence to show the damage this has
done? Ques�on a�er ques�on can be raised, but
not one answer.
FACT has received some very good le�ers and
emails of thanks from various users and members
over last year. We are always encouraged to
receive these as it does mo�vate us as a
commi�ee to know what we do is appreciated
and s�ll needed. In many cases newcomers are
amazed to hear of the frequency of false
allega�ons and the fact that there are others in
the same situa�on as they are. In many instances
the caller or writer feels alone and as though they
have been singled out in society. When they
realise they are one of many it serves to help
them feel less alone. This in itself is therapeu�c.
We also recognise the many other organisa�ons
that con�nue to operate for those suffering a
miscarriage of jus�ce. FACT is certainly in the
midst of these and has tailored itself to be quite
specific and focused in this specialist and
somewhat unpopular area. My first aim when
wri�ng or talking to someone new is to assure
them they are amongst friends and are no longer
alone and isolated. This in itself is always so

powerful for an individual who up �ll then has felt
marginalised. Many are so shocked that a�er a
life of service to others they have been named as
an abuser. I can never be complacent about any
new case despite their similarity to others. These
accusa�ons, like no other crime ever, hits each
person hard, many of them taking themselves out
of society into an abyss of despair. The effect on
their mental health and general well-being can be
devasta�ng; it requires no pandemic instruc�on
for these to isolate and detach from society. Our
task is some�mes to bring them back and try and
put them on the front foot again to fight their
corner knowing that they can have FACT and its
support to lean on.
Let’s hope that this situa�on does not last into
the summer and that we can see some rays of
hope soon on the horizon both for us and those
locked away. At the �me of wri�ng I do not know
if our printers are in fact working and how quick
we can get this out. Once Michael our editor has
completed his forma�ng then we shall at least be
able to do an e edi�on and get printed edi�ons
out ASAP a�er this.
Regards and good wishes to all.
Brian
Na�onal Secretary.

WE ARE HERE
TO LISTEN, TO SUPPORT & TO HELP
0800 009 6843
FACTion - Vol 10.1 - Spring 2020
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Simon Warr (1953 - 2020)
A personal tribute by Barbara Hewson

I first met Simon a�er he had
been charged with historic sex
offences in 2013. He visited me
at my chambers, a small tornado
of righteous indigna�on. He had
contacted me because of my
wri�ngs for spiked about the
fallout from Opera�on Yewtree.
He secured legal representa�on
for the criminal case via his
union; as I do not prac�se
criminal law, my role was limited
to more peripheral ma�ers.

the climate of the �mes”. Simon,
however, never lost his
schoolmasterly edge. Laughing,
he recalled how at one point in
his police interview he
commented “You make me
sound like Dorian Gray”, to
which his interlocutor replied,
“Who’s Dorian Gray?”

Simon Warr was a remarkable
man: small in stature, with
immense courage and a big
heart. He went on to confront
He was unques�onably a vic�m
his accusers successfully in
of the UK’s societal fixa�on on
Ipswich Crown Court, securing a
Simon Warr at a FACT Conference
allega�ons of non-recent sex
rapid acqui�al on 21 October
offences against children, following the Savile
2015, a�er a seven-day trial. Despite the
exposé in October 2012. He was strikingly
heartbreak of losing his teaching career at the
ar�culate and forceful in his denials of the
Royal Hospital School (RHS) in Suffolk, to which he
allega�ons against him; so much so, that I
had dedicated thirty years of his life, he went on
wondered how he might go down with a jury. I
to become a high-profile campaigner for the
cau�oned him to dial down his understandable
wrongly-accused, and a dedicated supporter of
anger, as he later ruefully acknowledged.
FACT. He also published a book about his
experiences: “Presumed Guilty” (2017).
The evidence against him was undeniably flimsy:
he was accused of touching and ogling junior
He spoke passionately at a number of conferences
boys’ private parts in the showers a�er PE in the
organised by Cardiff Law School, Innova�on of
late 1970s and early 1980s. The snag was that he
Jus�ce and FACT. It is a tribute to the high regard
had never taught PE, nor did he teach junior boys.
in which he was held by his broadcas�ng and
He was a languages teacher in the senior school,
spor�ng peers that he swi�ly resumed a
whose spor�ng ac�vity was limited to coaching
longstanding slot with BBC Radio Suffolk, as well
the senior rugby XV.
as con�nuing to commentate on local non-league
football. Leiston Football Club named its press
Incomprehensibly, neither Suffolk Police nor the
box a�er him in 2018.
Crown Prosecu�on Service ever sought to grapple
with these obvious factual flaws in the case
We corresponded intermi�ently. I shared his
against him. It seems unlikely that Simon Warr
dismay when the teachers’ regulator decided that
would have been accused, but for the fact that he
it wanted to revisit the historic accusa�ons
had acquired a certain media profile from various
against him, notwithstanding his acqui�al; and his
appearances on TV, such as the Channel 4 show
ela�on, a�er his union solicitors Thompsons
“That’ll Teach ‘em”.
persuaded the regulator to drop this a�empt to
resurrect the unsuccessful complainants’
The police force’s refusal to listen to his reasoned
allega�ons.
rebu�als was a huge blow to Simon, who had a
tradi�onal respect for authority. In despair, he
His energy and anima�on were memorable. I
asked the Officer in Charge, “Why are you doing
remember him dar�ng about FACT audiences
this?”, only to receive the complacent reply, “It is
with a mike, keen to take ques�ons. A�er one
Page 5
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FACT conference last year, we shared a train
journey back to London, with Simon being cha�y
and reac�ve. I also met Simon again at the trial of
Carl Beech in Newcastle. Then, I thought he was
looking somewhat drawn. Si�ng behind me in
the press bench, he asked in a piercing stage
whisper, “Who’s Aubrey?” Aubrey was one of
Beech’s fic�onal co-abusees.
A�er Beech’s sentence of eighteen years’
imprisonment for perver�ng the course of jus�ce
and other offences, Simon and I had lunch with
Andi Lavery, a prominent Sco�sh survivor of
abuse by Catholic priests, who had also a�ended
part of the trial. Simon shared his own
experiences of maltreatment at his prep school.
Both he and Andi found it almost intolerable to sit
through Beech’s fabricated accounts of extreme
abuse.

Following the news of his death, the chairman of
Leiston FC tweeted “Saturday won’t be the same
without the voice of the master on our airwaves”.
Needham Market FC also announced it would be
renaming its press box in his memory.
One bearded young man said simply as we le�
the crema�on ceremony, “He changed my life”.
Tributes at Simon’s funeral service from his
brother Nicholas, the former head-master of the
RHS - Nick Ward - and BBC broadcaster James
Hazell, were in turn funny, sad and vivid. Simon
was a superb producer of musicals, an
opinionated vox-pop, a devoted teacher and a
man of simple pleasures, content with a fish and
chip supper and a glass of red.

The last �me I saw Simon was on 16 December
2019. He was kind enough to help me when I had
certain troubles of my own. He encouraged me at
a low point in my life, and I found his confidence
in me heartening.

The large turnout for his funeral in Ipswich on 9
March 2020 – on a cold but sunny spring morning,
daffodils swaying in the breeze – spoke volumes.
Simon Warr was a man with a life well lived, who
was well loved. A number of FACT representa�ves
a�ended. The RHS Chaplain and RHS organist, a
former RHS Head and a former Deputy Head all
contributed.

When I saw Simon tweet that he was appearing
on James Hazell’s talk show on BBC Radio Suffolk
on Valen�ne’s Day this year, I decided to ’phone in
from Ireland. It was the last �me we exchanged
words. I thought his voice sounded less empha�c
than usual, but we had a good discussion about
internet regula�on.

As one tweeter observed: “Hundreds turned out
for @BBCsimonwarr today. The funeral couldn’t
be held at the Royal Hospital School, so the Royal
Hospital School came to him instead. Including
their chaplain, their organist, their former
headmaster and lots of former pupils. It was a
privilege to be there!”
Seconded. I feel privileged to have known Simon
Warr. I am sure that all from FACT who met him
and whom he helped will miss him deeply. I hope
we can keep his memory alive.

Simon talking to the BBC a week before he died.

He later contacted me to explain that he had a
serious health problem. Mea culpa - I did not
grasp just how precarious his situa�on was. By
the �me I returned from Ireland, he was in
extremis.
The outpouring of affec�on by local football clubs
a�er the news of his unexpected and premature
death from pancrea�c cancer was impressive.

Simon's contribu�on on behalf of those who have
been falsely accused of abuse cannot be
measured. Through his wri�ng, his broadcas�ng
and his personal encounters he spoke powerfully
on behalf of us all. He will be greatly missed but
his message will not die with him.
Sister Frances
FACT President

Simon Warr, teacher and broadcaster,
born 9 September 1953, died 22 February 2020.
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Simon Warr
at
the FACT Conferences
May 2015 & 2019

May 2019

May 2015
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The justice system is rewarding false accusers
by
Simon Warr,
1953 - 2020
The following article was published last September on the
website and we reprint here
with permission as a tribute to Simon's tireless campaigning for a fairer society.

Vast sums of taxpayers’ cash are being handed
out to people who claim to have been the
victims of sexual assault. The government’s
Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority
(CICA) pays up almost automatically when it
comes to allegations of rape – often before a
conviction has been secured. Last year alone,
the CICA paid out a staggering £71million, an
increase of 30 per cent compared to the
previous year.

compensation tariff – the CICA’s default
position appears to be that it should pay up,
even before the crime has been prosecuted.
Most infamously, the CICA paid £22,000 in
compensation to the now notorious fantasist,
Carl Beech. Last month, Beech was handed an
18-year prison sentence for perverting the
course of justice when he lied about the
existence of a ‘VIP paedophile ring’. One of
Beech’s convictions related specifically to the
cash he had fraudulently
claimed from the CICA for
sexual abuse which never
Three billion pounds took place. Despite there
being no evidence of any
in criminal injuries
crime committed against
compensation,
Beech, the taxpayer paid out
from the public purse, an enormous sum – and it is
unlikely to see a penny back.
has been paid out.

The CICA was set up in 1964
and was then known as the
Criminal Injuries
Compensation Board. Since
the state took responsibility
for compensating victims of
crime, more than £3 billion
has been paid out. Since
2012, the amount a claimant
can receive has been based on
a series of calculations that
assess a range of physical or
psychological injuries, as well as a separate
tariff that covers various forms of sexual
assault.

In theory, the scheme requires CICA assessors
first to determine that a crime has actually
been committed. But in practice, this
requirement seems to be limited to a
confirmatory opinion from investigating police
officers. In cases of serious violence, medical
reports can be used to confirm the extent of
physical or psychological injuries. When it
comes to claims based on alleged sexual
assaults – covered by ‘Part B’ of the

Of course, Beech is far from
alone in exploiting this
public cash cow. Jemma
Beale, now convicted for making a series of
false rape allegations, also scammed the CICA
for a handy £11,000. This was based on her
initial claim (for which she was later jailed for
perjury) that sent an innocent man to jail for
seven years for a rape that never occurred. (He
was freed after serving two years when Beale’s
credibility crumbled.) Although Beale has since
been given a 10-year prison sentence for her
crimes, it appears that no action has yet been
taken to claw back the compensation cash.
Another example is Danny Day. [See page 22
of this magazine.] He also received an £11,000
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payout from the CICA in 2013, after his
accusations of historic sexual abuse against
retired fire chief David Bryant. Bryant was
sentenced to eight-and-a-half years but was
freed after three. (Bryant’s original sentence
had been six years, but it was increased by the
Court of Appeal, who ruled that it was ‘unduly
lenient’.) Following Bryant’s conviction, Day –
who had initially sought to extort money from
his victim in return for his silence – attempted
to rinse both Bryant and Dorset County
Council for substantial sums of money. Day
wanted £30,000 from Bryant’s family in
interim damages. He also wanted a further
£100,000 to £200,000 from Dorset County
Council, on the grounds that the alleged sexual
assault by the former fireman had occurred in
a council-owned fire brigade station.
Day’s insatiable appetite for compensation
proved to be his undoing. Bryant’s wife, Lynn,
turned amateur sleuth and managed to
uncover damning evidence that the police had
missed. Medical records revealed that her
husband’s accuser had sought help for his
chronic lying. In 2016, the Court of Appeal
heard the fresh evidence and quashed Bryant’s
conviction. The presiding judge even
apologised for the terrible miscarriage of
justice – a very rare event. However, as is usual
in these cases, Day has faced no risk of
prosecution [see page 22 of this magazine for
an update] and, as if to add insult to injury, he
has kept the £11,000 he obtained from the
CICA, like almost every other bogus claimant.
(A recent FOI request to the CICA reveals that
there has been just eight successful recovery
actions in cases of fraudulent claims in the past
10 years.)
But the money handed out from the CICA is
just the tip of the iceberg. Those who make
bogus allegations tend to target people who
work for large institutions, particularly the
state, as this opens the way for substantial
personal-injury claims (on top of the CICA
payouts). Institutional insurers can offer
Page 9

payouts running to hundreds of thousands of
pounds, hence Day’s enormous claim against
Dorset County Council. Other institutional
targets for scammers include churches,
hospitals, care homes, schools and
organisations like the Scouts. All of these
organisations either have the resources or the
type of institutional insurance that makes them
a target for fraudsters. Because of the
prohibitive costs of civil litigation, institutional
insurers usually prefer to settle claims of
historical sexual abuse out of court as a form
of damage limitation.
One justification for these payouts to alleged
victims of sexual assaults is that the recipients
need the cash to rebuild their lives. It is often
claimed that the money can provide
professional counselling or assist when lives
have been blighted by physical or mental
illness that is said to result from sexual abuse.
Yet, as can be seen in the cases of Carl Beech
and Jemma Beale, the cash can be quickly
squandered on cars, holidays and paying off
existing debts. In Beech’s case, the
compensation money was used to part-fund
the purchase of a convertible Ford Mustang,
worth £34,000. Meanwhile, the bills for his
psychological counselling were left unpaid.
Surely we cannot allow this costly gravy train
to continue rolling. The CICA and our
dysfunctional criminal-justice system have
created a compensation culture that rewards
unscrupulous crooks. The CICA should stop
making advance payouts where police
investigations are still ongoing and there have
been no prosecutions or convictions. If we
tackle the compensation culture head-on, there
is a strong chance we will see a significant
drop in the number of false allegations and
miscarriages of justice.
The above article was first Published 2nd September
2019 on the Spiked website:
https://www.spiked-online.com/2019/09/02/thejustice-system-is-rewarding-false-accusers/
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‘THESE EVENTS ARE RARE’
A phrase o�en used when CPS, Police or Jus�ce system in general are asked about false allega�ons

by Brian Hudson
RARE: of an event, situation, or condition) not occurring very often.

It has been brought to my a�en�on that we
should be doing much more to highlight both the
high-profile cases and those not so well known to
launch as a defence to those juries who are sat in
judgement over anyone falsely accused. The CPS
and the police will want to brush these under the
carpet as ‘rare’ events but this is not the case.
There are hundreds of ‘rare’ events happening all
the �me, many of which are wri�en up on the
‘Unfounded’ website:
h�p://www.unfounded.org.uk

It is not long since the falsely accused cases of
Lord Bri�an, Greville Janner, Harvey Proctor, Ted
Heath and Lord Bramall, not to men�on the
disgraceful conduct over Sir Cliff Richard, were in
the news. Then of course we have had our own
members to consider such as Simon Warr, Gurpal
Virdi , Roy Catchpole all of whom were maliciously
prosecuted then taken to court in recent years
despite the overwhelming and obvious evidence
that they were innocent. Another case forgo�en is
that of the music teacher Darryl Gee who died in
prison a�er receiving an 8 year sentence for a rape
he did not commit. Darryl Gee was innocent yet it
took three appeals to prove this, the final one
coming a�er his death in prison aged 55. It also
exposed that the same person had done this
before and wrongly accused another person
whose convic�on was quashed.

‘credible and true’, the exact words used to
describe the incredible false claims made by Carl
Beech. It seems therefore that the jus�ce system
learns nothing at all and instead of taking note of
the hundreds of cases rela�ng to false
accusa�ons in the late nine�es onwards and
taking preventa�ve ac�on by raising the bar for
evidence required, it did the opposite and thus
increased the possibility of this happening.
Why aren’t these compelling flaws in the system
highlighted in any abuse trial? Why does any CPS
barrister or government minister s�ll suggest
that false claims are ‘rare’? What I ask cons�tutes
this ‘rare’? How can it be rare when it con�nues
to happen weekly in the UK? There are many
individuals working with young people who have
been labelled wrongly when a dispute happens.
‘Pervert’ is used as a threat and many in the
teaching profession have been held to ransom by
threats of ‘I’ll get you done’. The ease in which
this can happen is frightening and with the
advent of safeguarding systems set up in
thousands of workplaces the ease and frequency
of false allega�ons is increasing. On top of this of
course we s�ll have li�ga�on lawyers trawling
prisons to offer compensa�on to anyone who
wishes to make a claim. To the CPS, Lord
Chancellor and Home Secretary I say, wake up it
is not ‘rare’ and try telling this to those currently
incarcerated wrongly and those exonerated many
of whom have had a premature death caused by
their trauma. The IICSA will no doubt also

The case highlighted the importance of examining
evidence and the tes�mony of complainants and it
was said at the �me that this must not happen
again. It was also emphasised that this type of
false accusa�ons is rare, yet in 2013 before he le�
office as head of the CPS Keir Starmer took the
lead in sugges�ng that all abuse complaints should
be believed and that the credibility of the
complainant put aside. This inevitably led to a
flood of complaints which were considered to be
FACTion - Vol 10.1 - Spring 2020
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conclude that false allega�ons are ‘rare’; that’s if
they even acknowledge that they happen, which
is very doub�ul. This mul� million-pound inquiry
does not even look into this and has refused to
consider the fact that it does happen and
happens with great frequency. What more
evidence do judges want to be convinced that this
happens, and not rarely? The witnesses are
always plausible, they need no evidence. no
proof, just a statement which will be wri�en by
the already biased police inves�ga�ng officer.
There are no safeguards and the evidence is not
tested. It is believed without ques�on and the
accused o�en has no redress.
Each Jury si�ng in judgement needs to be warned
of this flaw in the system. They need to be
reminded of the high-profile cases which they will
know about and to have it explained to them that
there are hundreds of others. Perhaps defence
barristers should be armed with a list or a
handout (probably not allowed) lis�ng all the
cases of wrongful convic�ons and the need to be
certain of the evidence before convic�ng and
termina�ng someone’s life as they know it.
False allega�ons ‘rare’.
This is not the case.
The phrase ‘rare’ suggests that false allega�ons
are few and far between and that if they do
happen the system can weed these out to be
false. This is not the case, there are no safeguards,
in fact quite the opposite. Carl Beech was
believed. He was given high profile. His
outrageous claims were broadcast as credible and
true. Many families suffered because of his bent
claims and over 2 million-pound police costs were
added to the taxpayers’ bill. Does the average
person even know what damage and financial
burden these wrongful allega�ons cost? In
general, they ignore them and trust that the
system works, that is, un�l it strikes them.
The publicised accounts of the Beech case need
to be more widely used to inform juries that false
accusa�ons do occur and are more likely when
there is no evidence to support complainants,
par�cularly when the police have failed to
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inves�gate fully. Perhaps the police should be
asked in court about what steps they have taken
to substan�ate the complainant’s accusa�ons. In
2018 it was reported that a rape case collapsed
a�er it was discovered that the police had failed
to inves�gate messages which revealed that the
encounter was one of consent. The accused had
spent 16 months on bail, his life, as it was then,
ruined. The judge highlighted the need for proper
inves�ga�on and we were assured that the Met
police would be reviewing 600 cases of rape and
sexual assault.
Sir Richard Henriques’ recommenda�ons have
exposed some very worrying trends in the way
the Met Police handled Opera�on Midland. It not
only applies to the Met Police but as we know is
more widely accepted as affec�ng all police
forces. To date his report has s�ll not been
adopted into law and police prac�ce. Some lip
service has been paid to it following the
prosecu�on of Carl Beech but in the main his
recommenda�ons go unheeded. There must be
prac�ces and convic�ons which are unsafe based
upon the flawed methods of inves�ga�on, or
should we say non-inves�ga�on, of cases. At the
�me this is wri�en, hundreds of elderly men sit
locked up in isola�on in prisons fearful of the
pandemic which is sweeping the country. Many
have appeals pending, others have given up hope
that they will be vindicated. A breakthrough
which outlaws the way these non-recent
inves�ga�ons of abuse have been brought to
court and successfully prosecuted seems a long
way off. There is possibly a fear that once a
precedent is set then it will snowball and the
overturning of hundreds of verdicts arrived at
without substan�a�ng evidence will be called for.
The very idea that probability, possibility and
opportunity should replace hard evidence and/or
witness evidence should be abhorrent to the
jus�ce system yet here we are s�ll caught up in
the panic, the epidemic of suspicion and lure of
compensa�on. Each year we hope for some real
change in the system; so far it has not happened.
But what we do have now is hard evidence that
the word ‘rare’ should not be used when a false
accusa�on is exposed, along with the term
‘vic�m’ to described a complainant.
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Evidence Please
by two wrongly convicted members of FACT
A dic�onary would describe evidence as follows;
‘ the available body of facts or informa�on
indica�ng whether a belief or proposi�on is true or
valid’.
In Law this could be;
‘ Law informa�on drawn from personal tes�mony,
a document, or a material object, used to establish
facts in a legal inves�ga�on or admissible as
tes�mony in a law court: without evidence, they
can't bring a charge’.
Many police inves�ga�ons in today’s modern society
rely on forensic evidence to prove or disprove a crime.
In its basic form we had fingerprints and footprints
then we moved on to fibres and now of course we
have CCTV and DNA. Such has been the advancement
of forensics in inves�ga�on of crimes that many
criminals have been convicted on just this evidence
alone. The evidence has been obtained not by
statement of a witness but by careful inves�ga�on and
collec�on of forensic evidence which helps the CPS
decide whether it is safe to take a person to court. The
bar to prosecute can be quite high and a lot of pa�ent
analysis is some�mes needed before a case is
‘water�ght’ and is likely to bring a convic�on of guilty
when put before a Judge and Jury. Once evidence is
obtained it is of course tested, it is important to know
that it cannot be disputed or overturned easily and
thus a court case can proceed. This kind of forensic
and detailed evidence has also been put to good use
in overturning a verdict as well as in prosecu�ng an
individual. DNA was used for example to show that

Victor Nealon
17 years in prison
for a crime
he did not do.

Victor Nealon did not commit the crime he had been
convicted of despite him spending 17years in prison.
There are many others like him who have been
released upon showing that there was evidence either
undisclosed or not available at the �me which should

have been heard, or through advancement in the field
of forensics.
In 2018 the CCRC received a total of around 1300
referrals for appeal. This is a lot of individuals who feel
that they have further evidence to show their
innocence. This o�en means that the evidence that
convicted them in the first place was either flawed or
incomplete in some way. Who knows the truth of each
case? Without indisputable facts/evidence then o�en
this can be le� open to prejudice and doubt and in
some cases, individuals can be convicted on
probability rather than evidence. It is important then
that everything is done to show beyond reasonable
doubt (one of the pillars on which our jus�ce system
stands) that a person must be guilty/not guilty of the
stated crime, to do this the police must obtain that
evidence. This is perfectly obvious one might think and
so why then is this not happening. Why in some cases
is the evidence not complete and yet they are s�ll

Forensic Science
Evidence based
on FACTS

accepted as mee�ng the required standard for
prosecu�on? Forensic evidence takes a scien�fic
approach to their inves�ga�ons and the same should
be true for other forms of evidence and o�en are,
except of course in the area of non-recent or indeed
recent sexual offences. In this area evidence appears
to be patchy to say the least. In science for example,
which could also be true for crime inves�ga�ons, one
starts with a hypothesis, an idea of the truth lets say.
At that point it is conjecture or supposi�on and more
is needed to prove the stated idea/statement is
correct. As a scien�st it may be then that one sets out
to disprove the hypothesis by finding evidence that
will contradict it and/or challenge it. If nothing is
forthcoming to prove it is wrong, if you cannot locate
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Evidence Please by two FACT Members, con�nued ...

sufficient compelling evidence to prove it wrong then
the ini�al statement/hypothesis may be accepted as
true; though in the future, due to further evidence, it
could be proved not to be true. Whist scien�fic
methods carry no absolute guarantee of arriving at the
truth, those who use this method can at least say they
have tried their best to prove or disprove a correct
statement.

tragic, as is the case for many more individuals who
today reside in prison in their autumn years separated
from their families and their deserved re�rement.
Their lives have been ruined because the police did
not inves�gate, or if they did, in several cases, have
never disclosed informa�on which could have aided a
person’s defence.
Perhaps the police cau�on, should read as follows;

It then follows on that in cases of alleged crime the
police would do the same by inves�ga�ng the
plausibility of a complainant’s statement before
proceeding to accep�ng it as truth. In prac�ce
however this has not been the case as we all know.
The correct procedures have not been followed and
the Police the CPS and finally the Courts have
completely ignored and overruled the safeguards that
once held the jus�ce system in this country in high
esteem. If, for example, I were to call the police and
say I had been robbed or assaulted they would want
to see evidence of this. In some cases, forensics would
arrive to look for clues and statements could be taken
from any witnesses. These procedures would either
confirm or otherwise the truth of the ma�er. Indeed,
in insurance fraud and benefit fraud very detailed
inves�ga�on takes place irrespec�ve of whether this
will result in someone’s imprisonment. In the case of
non-recent abuse this process is denied the defendant
and the complaint is taken as true irrespec�ve of the
lack of evidence or the outrageous nature of the
complaint.
A person is arrested and ques�oned under cau�on
and then, without any scien�fic or plain police
footwork inves�ga�on taking place, the individual is
charged. The late Simon
Warr explained to the
police when he was
arrested that he was
never a PE teacher and
simply taught languages
and hence would not
have been in the
situa�ons the false
Simon Warr
accuser stated he was.
If they had bothered to
test this statement the complainants made then they
would have discovered them to be false and Simon
need never have lost his job and appeared in court.
The results of their ac�ons, as we know, have been
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You do not have to say anything, but it may harm
the prosecu�on’s case if you fail to men�on,
when ques�oned, anything they could later rely
upon. Anything you do say will be taken down
and revealed to your accuser in order that they
may change their statement to their advantage.
You should be aware that the police will work
only for the prosecu�on, have been instructed to
believe only your accuser and will therefore not
consider anything contrary to their case against
you. Anything found to be suppor�ve of your
defence will be ignored, lost or concealed.
You will be considered to be an offender from the
�me of this arrest and will be treated accordingly
throughout the legal process, your imprisonment
and the remainder of your life.
[Wri�en by a someone whilst residing in HMP (wrongly
convicted) who was shocked to learn that this seems to be
how things now operate.]

Perhaps the above is more reflec�ve of what truly
happens today. The need for evidence and especially
safe ‘similar fact’ evidence has been replaced by
corrobora�on and hearsay. Probability is regarded as
accurate and true, and fantasists as credible witnesses
and complainants. The case of Carl Beech which cost
the Midland and Met police thousands of pounds and
their reputa�on is but one of many other similar but
lesser known cases. The same can be assumed
perhaps for the IICSA ‘Truth Project’ in which core
par�cipants and any self-designated vic�m or survivor
is invited to contact them to share their experiences
without any tes�ng of their statements being carried
out. They are taken as correct and will form part of a
worrying report which will influence law and feelings
of safety in the country. The Truth project as they call
it will be riddled with flaws and not reveal the whole
truth only one side of it. No inves�ga�on will take
place to establish the validity of statements and a
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Evidence Please by two FACT Members, con�nued ...

collec�ve response will be wri�en which will be taken
as the truth without tes�ng

Lambeth council has made available up to one
hundred million pounds as part of their redress
scheme to compensate anyone sta�ng abuse or living
in fear of abuse. Lambeth has worked closely with the
IISCA over �me and its policy could well be adopted by
other authori�es in the future. Of course those who
have been abusers deserve to be caught and
punished; of this there is no ques�on. A concern
however is that those who make false statements
disrespect the real abused simply in order to profit
financially. Those abused should instead be given
every help through counselling and mental health
support to correct harm done; no amount of money
can possibly repair damage done through abuse
unless it is used to give someone a fresh start or
access to correc�ve measures. The point is that this
process does not need a court or prosecu�on to prove
or otherwise the facts, it simply relies on someone’s
word. This is not good enough. It is important to
highlight that abuse has gone on and indeed s�ll does
happen but what is needed is effec�ve safeguards to
ensure that repor�ng of this can now take place and
full inves�ga�on will follow. In cas�ng nets and taking
someone’s word without proper checks than the net
will scoop up in its wake the innocent, and unlike the
fish in the sea governed by fisheries policy they will
not be cast back to swim again.
All MPs and especially ministers in Government should
be more than concerned that the wrongly accused
have been sent to prison in their end of life years a�er
having spent their working career helping others.
Their punishments are o�en severe which in turn
affects their health and shortens life. This is totally
unacceptable and the strongest of safeguards should
be in place to prevent any mistakes. It is a very serious
ma�er and one that deserves far more a�en�on. At

the �me of wri�ng we are in the middle of a Pandemic
sweeping the country and its prisons. Those elderly in
prison, some awai�ng appeals, others suffering from
health problems are at a high risk of becoming
infected and possibly losing their lives as a result of
their wrongful imprisonment, yet nothing is being
done to release them early under Home Deten�on
Curfew.
There is ample evidence now to show that the
innocent are being targeted by false accusers and that
they have no redress - as evidence is not what they
were convicted with. It is not possible to produce
alibis or forensic errors or even DNA in most cases.
They rely on the collec�ng of statements, police
coercion and encouraging accusa�ons. Police who are
taught and trained to believe the complainant treat
the accused as guilty and pay li�le heed to their
statements of denial. In some cases, dates given when
proved to be incorrect are changed to fit the
complainant’s version.

Records:
lost or destroyed
Records which could have been used to give alibis
have either been lost or destroyed over the passage of
�me or not disclosed. We have known this for years of
course and yet the jus�ce machine has made no
changes or reverted back to safer prac�ces pre 1990.
There is now a plethora of indisputable evidence to
show that false allega�ons are not rare, they are
prolific and easy to make, from the wri�ng of books to
the successful prosecu�on of those who have been
caught perver�ng the course of jus�ce. So why does
the system con�nue to use policies which they know
are flawed and useless in these cases? Why does the
jus�ce system seek to rely on methods which have
been shown to be completely unreliable and which,
demonstrably, have imprisoned many innocent
individuals? The system has blood on its hands for in
some cases this has resulted in death, either by
mental or physical symptoms. Those who do live
through the trauma of a false allega�on come out the
other end very damaged and find it impossible to live
their life freely again. We call upon the government,
the jus�ce system, Judges and those in high office to
reverse this other epidemic affec�ng hundreds of
otherwise well respected people.
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STOP PRESS

2020 AGM and Conference
CANCELLED
The AGM and Autumn conference has been cancelled for this year due to the pandemic, but we are
hoping to do a visual conference over the internet of 90 minutes around October �me with a guest
speaker and with an update from chairman and secretary. Once finalised, members will be sent further
details.

The Good News
The other late good news is that we are almost ready to transi�on into a Limited Not-For-Profit
Company which will in fact negate the need for an AGM to make official appointments this year.
Hopefully this will be about to open at the same �me as our proposed virtual conference. We will
con�nue to maintain the same high standards that have earned FACT a good reputa�on over the past
20 years.

FACT’S Free Helpline
0800 009 6843
In 2019, FACT received 195 calls to its helpline. The
Na�onal Commi�ee reviewing this data were concerned
that a person finding themselves at a time of crisis in
their life, could also be stressed over their financial
situation and therefore would be very conscious of
the cost of using our helpline. Fortunately, FACT has
recently received a generous donation that has
enabled it to change the helpline number to a free
number, for the time being.
the new helpline number being
0800 009 6843.
In the first four months of this year there were sixty
calls to the helpline, five more than the previous
year. More importantly, callers and those answering
the calls, had the confidence to spend the necessary
time on the phone. The length of the calls ranged
from five minutes to an hour and forty minutes.
We believe that FACT’s free helpline is unique
because we know of no other free helpline that
offers this specialised charitable service to people
who are devastated, and often confused, by having
what they consider to be false allegations made
against them, some relating to over forty years ago.
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How You Can Support FACT
FACT is run totally by volunteers wanting to help other people who have been wrongly
accused of abuse. FACT is funded through its membership fees and by donations.
We need skills and experience across a broad range of areas to help us continue the good
work. Our volunteers bring with them skills and training they have gained through their
careers and previous volunteering, or from their own personal experience of the
devastating effects of false allegations and who want to use this to help others.

Examples of How You Can Help
MEMBERSHIP:

If you aren’t already, become a member, friend or supporter.

WEBSITE:

Sourcing and adding news and information

TWITTER:

Managing and writing

MARKETING/COMMUNICATIONS: Producing leaflets, Producing PowerPoint presentations,
WRITING:

For the website,
For FACTion
Preparing responses to government consultations
Open letters & press releases representing the needs of those
falsely accused of abuse offences that they didn't commit.

EMAIL SUPPORT: Supporting individuals by email
RESEARCH:

Find out about a topic and keep our knowledge up to date i.e. DBS,
employment law, Parliament, Issues in other counties

FUNDRAISING:

Writing grant applications. Finding funding sources

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: Supporting volunteers. Training and recruitment

These are not the only ways of helping.
If you would like further information please see inside front page for contact details.

Submitting Articles & Reviews
We would prefer articles to be written in Microsoft Word and sent to the editor as an
email attachment. Please submit all images separately and preferably in their original
size.

Copyright
Authors are responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce any copyright material.

Guidelines for Contributors
An A4 page giving detailed ‘Guidelines for Contributors’ is available form the editor.

Email articles to: editor@faction.news
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Service of Encouragement & Support
Cancelled due to the coronavirus
This is the Introduction by FACT’s Secretary, Brian Hudson,
which was to be read out at this year’s March service.
Good afternoon and a very warm welcome to
our 2020 service of encouragement and
fellowship.
This is our fourth annual gathering in the heart
of our Capital city and especially here at St
James’s a Church which welcomes one and all
as part of its ministry.
Our aim today is to help and recognise all those
who have endured and struggled with the
trauma of injustice and persecution. We live in
an age when it seems that reliance is more on
the unscienti�ic, fake news, presumption and
prejudice. We live in a country where it is now
almost impossible to move around without
being on someone’s camera. It is a digital age
for sure. Technical measures, think tanks and a
complex web of laws and rules with sub-rules
seem to dominate. The ten commandments
seem to have been replaced with personal
principles which can be without foundation or
time tested. Courts seek to learn the truth of a
situation by use of complex argument and
counter argument. By the performance of
brilliant orators, persuasion and probability.
Hard evidence seems to have been replaced by
corroboration and probability. The taking of an
oath seems to have little effect upon the stories
and fantasies which are played out in this
public arena of shame and fear.
In many cases defendants do not have the
unlimited �inancial resources to mount an equal
defence against these accusations based on
words alone. Unless one can afford the �inest of
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solicitors and barristers the playing �ield of the
courtroom is out of balance and in favour of the
prosecution’s assertions. Here is one example
which I feel represents the many letters
received over the past year.
[At this point Brian intended to read a letter out, which
we are unable to publish.]

He shouts for HELP wanting someone to listen
The extract of the letter I was given permission
to read was from a member wrongly
incarcerated who cries out daily that he has led
an honest and honorable life. Never been sel�ish
and given his all to humanity. Yet here he sits
behind bars made into a criminal on the
corrupt word of a false accuser. He shouts for
HELP in this and wants someone to listen. It is
quite heartbreaking to read and is one of many
similar letters written in total disbelief that we
have a justice system no longer based on
evidence and is able to be manipulated by the
unscrupulous actions of and those with
malicious intent pro�iteering through the
extortion of monies via compensation.
In my position as secretary of FACT I hear
weekly of heart-breaking cases from those
whose lives have been torn apart by vindictive
and untrue allegations which are either totally
false or a serious misinterpretation of the truth.
Unfortunately for those accused they often seek
justice and rely on what was once called (and
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Secretary’s Introduc�on con�nued ...

still is in some places) the best justice system in
the world. This is no longer correct. An honest
person cannot throw himself at the mercy of
justice and hope the truth will emerge; it won’t,
and it hasn’t, otherwise we would not be here
today. This gathering is testimony to the letdown of our once revered system.
FACT is here to help those affected and it would
be right to say infected by this failure of justice.
This year we acknowledge over 20 years of
serving those who have been wrongly accused
and trying to prevent others having the same
experience. Letters and expressions of
gratitude continually pour into FACT. Many
people have felt so alone in their dilemma and

removed as a means of punishment in English
law. Today almost 150 years later society has
found more long lasting, extensive and
destructive ways of humiliation, the media.

sensed a great feeling of shame and
abandonment. Post-traumatic stress disorder,
mental fatigue, paranoia and ill health are all
too often the results of this failure to stem the
tide of false allegations and the subsequent
wrongful convictions. Premature death and
terminal illness for some, a life-long torment for
others. Once accused there is no escape, this is
something which stays with you for life and, as
mentioned at our last conference, for years
after your life has terminated. This is due to the
non-erasable footprint which is left behind
whether in people’s minds or on the world
wide web.

those who are haunted daily by thoughts of
injustice; for those who cannot get through a
day without a reminder of the trauma which
they have experienced. It cannot be shaken off,
many sometimes think they have and then, out
of the blue something will happen that throws
them right back. Those who have endured the
burden of prison also then have to face the
burden of the sex offender register. Barred for
life from doing many things which help them
form their life and have an identity. From this
there is no escape. For the rest of their life they
have to yearly register and be mindful to inform
police of any changes to address, holidays and
appearance. Bank accounts, car registrations,
friends and family are all included in this
information register. It is understandable then,
how for many, this is the �inal straw that breaks
them.

Today we shall be mindful of those currently
incarcerated as a result of an erroneous
allegation that has led to conviction. We shall
remember all those who have lived good lives
and contributed to society only to �ind society
turned on them. Today we shall remember
those elderly and suffering from illness in Her
Majesty’s prisons who have been shown no
compassion for their condition. We will show
and share our understanding and empathy for

Brian Hudson
FACT National Secretary
It was in 1872 that placing people in the town
stocks or ordering them to be pilloried as a
means of humiliation was outlawed and
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‘How on earth could a jury buy this story?
It sounded like a load of cobblers…’
by Jon Robins
In an extract from Guilty Un�l Proven Innocent (Biteback, 2018), Jon Robins recalls how a well
respected member of the community ended up in prison and his life trashed
as a result of the allega�ons of a ‘chronic liar’.
You are free to go. I am very
sorry.’ With these words, Lord
Justice Leveson quashed the
conviction of David Bryant in the
Court of Appeal in July 2016. A
former fireman of seemingly
impeccable character, he had been
accused of abusing a boy four
decades earlier. The boy’s name
was Danny Day.

He pushed a note through
Bryant’s letterbox:
Dave, its Danny Day. 35 yrs ago I
used to collect the glasses in the
Legion and I am the same one
that you … played darts with in
the fire station (remember!) At 6
o’clock tonight, I am going to the
police station to report what went
on and at 7 to the national
papers. I think it is time you and
me had a chat. One way or
another you will pay for what you
done.

David Bryant

Danny Day had gone to the
police in 2012. As a 14-year-old,
Day had worked at the British
Legion in Christchurch,
Dorchester collecting glasses
where the firemen used to drink.
The retired firefighter told the
He claimed that Bryant and a
court Danny Day had not crossed
colleague, Dennis Goodman (who David Bryant and his wife Lynn
his mind since the mid-1970s. The
had since passed away), invited
court had received more than
him back to the fire station to play darts. Day
thirty letters from friends, family and former
went back with the men and nothing untoward
colleagues of the ex-fireman attesting to his good
happened. But he explained that the second time
character. At the trial, a witness explained that
he was at the station they were more ‘hands on’.
Danny Day’s description of the fire station, whilst
consistent with the modern station, was different
On the third occasion, Day alleged that he was
from how the building looked at the time of the
subjected to a horrific rape. He stated that he had
attack. Nor, it was argued, would it have been
been ‘held down over a table by the pair, who
possible for other firefighters to have ignored an
then took it in turns to rape him while having sex
attack that involved twenty minutes of screaming.
with each other’. Day was left screaming with
pain. Goodman then apparently chucked some
Danny Day waived his right to anonymity to talk
money at Day and asked if he would like to come
to the press. ‘I don’t think justice has yet been
back.
fully served in this case,’ he told the Bournemouth
Daily Echo after Bryant was sentenced to six
Danny Day did not report the attack at the time
years. Bryant’s upstanding position in the
but claimed that he had confided in an old school
community had been a cunning cover for his
friend called Chris White. Day only went to the
crimes, Day argued. ‘It is as though because he has
police with his story after returning to the area in
led an unblemished life since then that somehow
2012 and discovering that Bryant had become a
makes up for it,’ he said. ‘But I do still want to
respected member of the community.
encourage anybody who has experienced this sort
of thing to come forward. It can’t be left alone.’

Page 19

FACTion - Vol 10.1 - Spring 2020

‘How on earth could a jury buy this story?’ con�nued ...

Bryant’s application for an appeal was dismissed
by a single judge. Day offered his thoughts to the
Echo, noting with apparent pleasure that his
abuser ‘didn’t even get past the first hurdle’. ‘The
first judge looked at it and dismissed it,’ he said. ‘I
don’t know how he got that far to be honest, he’s
in the place he should be in.’ As a result of an
appeal by Day, the sentence was increased from
six to eight–and-a-half years.
Danny Day was awarded £12,000 from the
Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme. He then
launched a £200,000 damages claim against
Bryant and Dorset County Council.
A chronic liar
That civil claim ended up on barrister Rupert
Butler’s desk. A clerk at his chambers, 3 Hare
Court, asked Butler to draft a defence to the claim
as a favour to keep sweet a firm of solicitors that
was new to chambers. Butler, a commercial
barrister, reluctantly agreed to take a look.
‘I took the papers thinking: “Crikey, there really is
not a defence as it has been through a jury trial to
the criminal standard of proof’,”’ Butler
recollected. Then the barrister began to read the
medical reports attached to the particulars of the
claim, including a report by a psychiatrist that
Danny Day’s solicitors had instructed. He could
not believe what he read.
Giving judgment, Mr Justice Singh summarised
the evidence: ‘[Over] a period dating from 2000 to
2010, Day had to seek medical attention from his
GP in relation to what can only be described as
his being a chronic liar.’
On 17 August 2010, Danny Day was referred by
his GP to mental health services with a letter
noting that he had ‘a history of lying and cheating
and that it was suspected he has an underlying
personality disorder’. According to the medical
records, Day said that his psychological problems
came from several sources, one being his poor
relationship with his parents. He never mentioned
being raped.
Danny Day claimed he had to forsake his place on
the British boxing team at the 1984 Los Angeles
Olympics because of the trauma the assault

caused him. In the unused material from the
original trial, there were two statements: one was
from Nick Gregory, said to be a former England
boxing coach, who wrote about Day’s boxing
career and his selection for the Olympic Games in
1984; another came from Day’s partner and
described his boxing achievements – Day had
apparently won fifty-seven out of sixty-one bouts,
a better record than the legendary Muhammad Ali
(who also fought sixty-one bouts but only
managed to win fifty-six).
Whilst in prison, David Bryant happened to be on
the same wing as Chris White, the old school
friend that Danny Day claimed to have confided
in. White told Bryant that he had not been friends
with Day nor had he been told of any abuse.
The barrister Rupert Butler had not done personal
injury work for years until this case. He now
represents the estate of the late Labour peer Lord
Janner, whose life was dogged by allegations of
child sexual abuse.
As soon as he read Danny Day’s claim form, the
barrister was suspicious. ‘Instinctively, I thought
how on earth could a jury buy this story? It just
sounded like a load of cobblers,’ he told me. The
medical report convinced Butler that Day was a
compulsive liar. ‘I did not understand the
dynamics of the way these things work. I
understand them better now. After a while,
compulsive liars become very good at lying.’

compulsive liars
can make
pretty formidable opponents
in court
The fact that an accuser is a compulsive liar does
not necessarily mark them out as easy to discredit.
In fact, Butler reckons that compulsive liars can
make pretty formidable opponents in court. ‘As a
defendant, you have very little ammunition to
challenge that person because your case is: “I
scarcely knew this person. It wasn’t me. I wasn’t
there.”’ The narrative goes almost entirely
unchallenged unless there are internal
inconsistencies. ‘But then the compulsive liar can
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shrug their shoulders and blame it on the passage
of time,’ Butler continued. ‘Furthermore, they
become plausible in their mistakes because they
believe the narrative themselves. By the time they
stand up and tell the courts it is in their own
minds a fact.’

‘I have said to David Bryant
and his supporters, you might
have a strong negative view
about Danny Day, but give
him credit for the fact that he
is the only person I have ever
heard of who went to a
doctor and said: ‘I am a liar.’
Imagine how different the
world would be if politicians
did that. People don’t tend to
admit dishonesty as a medical
failing; Day recognised that
he had a personality disorder
and wanted help. He threw
himself on the mercy of
doctors who did not or could
not help him.’
Rupert Butler

David Bryant and his wife, Lynn
After Lynn Bryant turned detective,
to expose her husband’s accuser,
Danny Boy, as a fantasist and a
liar, David Bryant had his
conviction squashed.
Sadly, Lynn died six months after
David was released from prison

Butler believes that Day’s
accusation was not motivated
by a hatred of Bryant and
Greenway, but was instead an
attempt to win over a
psychiatric nurse with whom
Day was besotted. According
to Butler, Day is a man ‘who
has not been loved in his life’ and who ‘goes to
extreme measures in order to get attention’. Butler
does not believe that Day had any malicious
intent against Bryant nor was he driven by the
possibility of compensation.
‘Our system of justice is incompetent at dealing
with these cases. It is unfair to ask a jury to
unravel the complexities of Danny Day’s
psychological makeup. We have got to get better
at dealing with these cases and one way to do that
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Butler has talked to Danny Day. ‘We both agree
that he was as much let down by the police as
David Bryant was,’ the barrister recalled. ‘Danny
should never have been
allowed to go into the witness
box. Dorset Police let him
down horribly, the CPS has let
him down horribly and the
criminal justice system has let
him down horribly, and now
the civil justice system was
delivering the same problem.
If somebody had got hold of
the case in a sensible way at
the start, no charges would
have been brought.’

Shutterstock

Butler has met Danny Day.
He has, if not sympathy, then
pity for the man who has
wreaked such damage.

is for the police not to believe complainants when
they walk through the door.’
Rupert Butler on the David Bryant

That David Bryant had his
conviction overturned was
largely down to the
perseverance of his wife Lynn
who died shortly after her
husband was released from
prison. Lynn found that the
police had been working off
old plans of the fire station;
however the layout as it
actually was at the time of the
alleged incident did not match
Day’s evidence.

Ahead of the 2013 trial at
which David Bryant was
convicted, his wife also
discovered that the pool table
upon which Day claimed he
was pinned down and raped was actually
purchased years after the alleged attacks in 1992.
Only six months after David Bryant’s conviction
was overturned, Lynn tragically died from sepsis.
Her immune system had not been able to fight off
an infection and sepsis had set in. Bryant was
convinced that the traumatic experience had
killed her. ‘You couldn’t prove it, but it stands to
reason,’ he said.
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Alex and Simon Stanley have known David and
Lynn Bryant since the 1980s. Simon worked
alongside David as a firefighter and was best man
at Lynn and David’s wedding. ‘Nobody believed
the allegations. We just couldn’t make the police
see that.They just didn’t investigate it – they didn’t
bother. They didn’t want to know. That was what
got to Lynn the most,’ Alex told me.
The couple supported Lynn throughout her
campaign and visited David in prison. On what
happened to be Alex and Simon’s twenty-fifth
wedding anniversary, the four of them were at the
Court of Appeal, where David’s conviction was
finally overturned.
The anger, Alex said, ‘ate away’ at Lynn. ‘I lost my
mum in 2010. That feeling of hopelessness is what
it was like,’ Alex told me. ‘You can’t turn to

anyone for help. Nobody wants to help. He had
been found guilty and you can’t do a thing about
it. Normally, you can pick up a phone, write a
letter, find a way out – but this was like losing
somebody.’
She described the phone call from barrister
Rupert Butler offering pro bono help as being like
‘a tidal wave’. ‘We thought: “Oh my God, at last,
somebody believes in us.” But how could he see it
for what it was so easily, and yet the police
couldn’t? I don’t get it.’
She describes Lynn Bryant as force of nature. ‘She
would always be on at Rupert. She wouldn’t let
anything drop and if someone wasn’t doing what
they should, she would tell them. She said, “I am
not stopping until he’s out of prison and his name
is cleared.” That’s what we have done.’

And what of Danny Day, who made the false accusa�on?
It was reported in the press that Danny Day, a
serial liar who made false allegations of historical
abuse lead to the wrongful imprisonment of a
firefighter with an unblemished record of public
service has been charged with perverting the
course of justice. The Daily Telegraph has
reported on the 13 May of this year that Danny
Day was due to appear in court by video link over
claims that he was raped at a fire station in Dorset
in the Seventies when he was 14.
David Bryant had been declared innocent and
released from jail in 2016 after his accuser Danny
Day was revealed to be a serial liar.
Prosecutors have now disclosed that Danny Day

would appear at Brighton magistrates’ court. In a
statement, the Crown Prosecution Service said
Day had been charged with two counts of ‘doing
acts tending and intended to pervert the course of
justice’ between June 2013 and January 2015. He
received £11,000 from the Government’s Criminal
Injuries Compensation Authority, but David
Bryant is yet to receive any damages.
‘The Government hasn’t given me any money,’
Bryant told the Telegraph. ‘Nothing at all. That’s
crazy, isn’t it? I suppose they are waiting to see
what happens with the new trial.’ He called the
decision to charge Day ‘another step along the
way’ in the restoration of his reputation as an
innocent man.

Author: Jon Robins
Jon is editor of the Justice Gap. He is a freelance journalist. Jon's books include Guilty
Until Proven Innocent (Biteback, 2018), The First Miscarriage of Justice (Waterside
Press, 2014), The Justice Gap (LAG, 2009) and People Power (Daily Telegraph/
LawPack, 2008). Jon is a journalism lecturer at Winchester University and was a
visiting senior fellow in access to justice at the University of Lincoln. He is twice winner
of the Bar Council's journalism award and won Halsbury Legal's journalism award.
This article first appeared on the Justice Gap website and they have kindly given us permission to reproduce it.
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Thirteen Years to Clear My Name and is it over yet?
by a FACT member
It was July 2002 when the police swooped upon
my place of work, a pre-exclusion centre1, and
arrested me in relation to allegations of historical
abuse relating to a Community Home with
Education (CHE)2 that I had previously worked in.
For the next six hours I waited in a police cell
whilst they searched my house and place of work.
When eventually they came to interview me, I was
naively pleased to see that the evidence against me
was false and therefore, I assumed that police
would quickly prove my innocence. For example,
one past pupil accused me of locking him in a
cellar that did not exist. Twelve years later the
police were still convinced that cellar might exist
and became exited when, whilst that CHE was
being demolished, an underground Victorian
rainwater tank was discovered; no door or steps
into it!

A subsequent computer forensic investigation by
another police force on behalf of the IPCC3 and by
an independent computer forensic expert, who
looked at the many thousands of images on the
disputed computers, both concluded that there was
nothing illegal on those computers and they were
surprised that I was ever charged.
After my legal team submitted the independent
forensic computer expert’s report to the CPS, they
withdrew the case at a Crown Court pre-hearing
and the judge pronounced me not guilty. That was
2005
I subsequently received a letter from the Secretary
of State for Education saying that I could carry on
teaching.

Needless to say, it seemed to me that police were
not interested in following up any of my
suggestions that would prove my innocence.
The following February (2003), when I reported
back to the police station, I was told that the police
were not proceeding with the historical allegations,
but to my horror, I was told that I was being
charged with making and possessing illegal pictures
of children. To this day the police officers have
never identified to me or my defence team the
(five?) images that they considered illegal, despite
having a court order to do so. They never even
linked them to the indictment.
There was a large collection of ordinary
photographs on the computers that the police
seized. Many of the images related to my
photography hobby, an interest I have had since
the age of 13 when I was given my first camera.

The police had a confidential meeting
with my employer
That should be the end of my story, but the police
officers involved had other ideas. They went to my
employer, the Local Education Authority, and
stated that I was a “very dangerous paedophile”
and that, as they could not stop me working with
children, it was up to the LEA to do so. Despite
the fact that they never revealed the alleged illegal
images to me, my defence team or the court, they

1.

A pre-exclusion centres ran a four week course for secondary students who were at risk of being excluded, with the
aim of helping them stay in mainstream school.

2.

CHEs evolved out of Approved Schools. The clientele remained the same, but now they were overseen by
Social Services and not the Home Office.

3.

The Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) is now known as the Independent Office for Police
Conduct (IPOC). The change was made on 8th January 2018.
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were happy to show them to my employer,
claiming that they were illegal. Also, they gave to
my employer copies of the three witness statements
containing allegations about me, saying that they
could still act upon those allegations. Of course,
they did not give my employer a copy of my
statement defending myself. It was deliberately all
one sided; their intention was for me to lose my job
and career.
The police did not expect me to find out what was
said at their ‘confidential meeting’ with the LEA
but meetings tend to leak. When I found out that
the police had put me on par with Ian Huntley,
who horrifically murdered those two young girls in
Soham (2002), and knowing that such words could
easily haunt me for the rest of my life, returning
unexpectedly like a forgotten boomerang, I decide I
would try get an apology.
So, in 2005 my fight to clear my name began,
beginning with a letter to the police professional
standards branch asking them to confirm that their
officers used those three words to describe me.
They wrote back saying that they had investigated
and found that their officers had acted
"professionally" and hinted that if I wanted to
pursue it any further, I would be directed to their
legal department. I looked at the idea of getting
legal redress and spent £1,000 on gaining advice
from a solicitor and a barrister, but although I had
a strong case against the police, the money they
predicted I needed to pursue this matter was
£50,000; money I did not have.

IPCC Investigation
However, some friends who had been caught up in
the same police investigation and were also the
subject of false allegations and a bias police
investigation, had asked the IPCC to investigate the
police operation. I also submitted my complaints to
the IPCC, and they included them in their
investigation.
The IPCC investigation lasted four years, longer
than the original police operation. When the two
police officers were interviewed regarding my
complaint, they stone walled the investigation, one
by replying "no comment" to the investigator’s
questions and the other saying he was in too much
4.

pain to be interviewed in person. I wonder who
taught them those tricks?

The IPCC conclude
that the police had
acted maliciously towards me
When the IPCC report finally came out, they
conclude that the police had acted maliciously
towards me in relation to what they told my
employer. They also stated that there was nothing
illegal on the computers that had been previously
seized and therefore I should not have been
charged.
You might expect at that point that the Chief
Constable, or a senior officer from that police force
would come and see me and apologise, but there
was only silence. Through the grapevine I heard
that at least one high-ranking police officer did not
accept the IPCC Report.
The IPCC wrote to me saying that they had
presented the report to the Chief Constable and
that the Chief Constable would write to all the
complainants. Months passed and eventually I
wrote to the IPCC asking when this letter from the
Chief Constable was likely to be sent. A letter then
arrived. It was a general letter with my surname
scrawled after the printed 'Dear'. They did not
have the courtesy to call me 'Mr'.

Misfeasance - the Fight goes on...
It was a dead end. I had no real redress and I felt
that my name had not been cleared. Fortunately, a
good friend suggested I turn to my teaching union,
the NASUWT and so in 2010 I sent them the
relevant details of the IPCC findings and thankfully
my Union responded very positively. They engaged
a firm of solicitors and letters were sent to the
Chief Constable, but the police were not even
wanting to consider my case. The police attitude
forced my legal team to begin court proceedings
and it was decided that I had a case for
‘misfeasance in public office’.
I did not know what ‘misfeasance’ meant, so I
looked it up. I found out that, ‘misfeasance in
public office is an oddity in several respects.’ It has
been part of our law since 1703 and was revived in

h�p://www.lawcom.gov.uk/app/uploads/2016/01/apb_tort.pdf
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a 1985 court case. ‘It occupies a tiny niche
reserved, in essence, for redressing harms caused by
public officers who knew or suspected that they
were abusing their public power or position to the
detriment of the individual.’ 4. I was also told by
my legal team that misfeasance is a very difficult
to prove in law and therefore, successful civil cases
are extremely rare, but they also said that I had a
strong case.

Police: Institutional Protectionism
I always thought that the police wanted justice. I
found out that that was not the case when it came
to them being in the wrong. In my case, this
particular police authority was not for justice but
for institutional protectionism. So, their first
response was that my case occurred too long ago,
it had gone past the legal time limit for bringing
cases to court. In 2011, a Crown Court judge, in a
27 page judgment, dismissed their time limit
argument and so our legal action continued.
In 2014, four years after my Union began to seek
justice for me, my civil action against the police
was to be settled by a High Court Judge. During
those previous four years, my legal team wondered
why the police had not wanted to settle out of
court and thought that they might have something
up their sleeve. I had to assure them, and the Union
who were paying them, that I had no skeletons in
the cupboard. Just before we entered the court
room my legal team tried one more time to have
my case settle out of court, with my Union
offering, as they had done previously, to pay all my
legal fees, which were estimated in the region of
£250K. The police refused. Four days later I had
won my case.
The local paper reported that the judge said,

“I am convinced, upon the evidence before
me, that after the acquittal of the claimant
in the crown court, officers (certainly one
and probably the other) acted with
targeted malice towards the claimant. ….
The malice was targeted as it was plainly
designed to harm the claimant – indeed to
get him dismissed. It was a deliberate
misuse of the power the officers possessed,
to harm him.”
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The paper also noted that the police

“will have to pay damages … and also
face a legal bill that may run to
£500,000”.
The twenty-three-page judgment, that appeared a
few weeks later, was equally damming of the police
and of an LEA officer whose evidence during the
court case the judge did not not find convincing.
The press also reported that the Chief Constable
gave me an unreserved public apology. An apology
that I was told I would never get. It took nine years
to get that apology. That was all I ever wanted, an
apology.

The majority of police officers
want to do a good job,
but I had the misfortune
to have met a very small number of them
who lack the integrity and intelligence
that their fellow officers have.
I wish to emphasise that I recognise the fact that
the majority of police officers want to do a good
job, but I had the misfortune to have met a very
small number of them who lack the integrity and
intelligence that their fellow officers have. I also
had the misfortune of dealing at that time with a
police constabulary whose senior officers were
more concerned with the reputation of their
officers, than the injustice caused by them.

A slight diversion
- another false allegation.
However, life is never that simple. In the same year
I was seeking help from my Teaching Union, 2010,
a third investigation began into the CHE I had
previously worked in. In 2012 I was informed that
they wanted to interview me. I found out that
during this investigation, that a young man, let’s
call him ‘D’, whilst recovering in a psychiatric unit
from a suicide attempt eventually remembered
incidents of me physically abusing him and other
inappropriate behaviour. I had the opportunity to
read the medical reports on how he slowly
developed his story, which the police took as real,
but in reality it was 95 % fiction. His story
pleased the police ‘who now had something on me
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that could justify their view of me’ and maybe use
this against me in my civil action against them.
I was interviewed in July 2012. I realised that I
could not rely on the police to do the investigation,
so I set about analysing D’s witness statement. I
noted over fifty factual errors / lies in his statement.
Facts are important, and it is often difficult to find
third party evidence to support what you know to
be true. Unfortunately, most convictions for
historical abuse cases are the result of having many
accusers rather than any hard evidence.
D mentioned in his statement that he had
barricaded himself in his bedroom, and fortunately
the police had the exact date for that incident, so I
was not dealing with a vague date of one or two
years. He also mentioned a witness, a fellow pupil,
whom he claimed saw an x-ray of his broken collar
bone. However, a death certificate showed that D’s
witness had died three weeks before the alleged
incident occurred.
Another factual error D made in his statement was
that he stated that I broke his collar bone in
November 1985, when documentary evidence,
found by the police, showed that he broke his
collar bone in January 1986 whilst jumping from a
train. Despite those known and many more
inaccuracies in D’s police statement, in 2014, two
years after my interview, the police charged me
with ABH and sexual assault and of course, gave
my name to the press.
Once my name was in the paper, out of nowhere
came another false allegation. By some good
fortune I could challenge this new allegation
because a friend of mine had kept a copy of a
witness statement this new accuser had made 16
years previously. That old witness statement
showed that he had previously made the same
allegation against another member of staff and
also, in that statement had mentioned me twice
without making any allegations about me, other
than that I worked in the CHE. I also found out
that he had made the same allegation about
someone else in another establishment. He
apparently was a serial opportunist, making false
allegations in the knowledge that the Criminal
Injuries Board will pay out once he has given a
statement to the police, and before his allegations
were proved in a Court of Law. It just shows you

how important it is to keep hold of documentation.
The police and CPS dropped all proceedings
related to this fresh allegation. I imagine that this
opportunist still got his money from the Criminal
Injuries Board, maybe as much as eleven thousand
pounds, and that was all he ever wanted from his
lies.
The case involving my accuser D finally arrived at
the Crown Court in Autumn 2015. It was obvious
to everyone in the Court Room that the testimony
that my accuser gave on the witness stand was
based on lies. The judge, not needing to hear my
defence from the witness stand,
instructed the jury to find me not guilty
on all charges and I walked
quietly out of the Court Room.

What I have learnt
My experiences have taught me that some police
investigations can be blinkered, consciously or
subconsciously, seeking only to prove that the
accuser’s statement is true; the ‘victim’ in their eyes.
They appear to dismiss any evidence that could
challenge their initial premise, that the complainant
is a ‘victim who should be believed’. I am also
aware that for historical abuse cases relating to
Approved Schools and their successors, i.e. the
Community Homes with Education (CHEs), that
the police, and even defence teams, have great
difficulty in understanding historical situations and
structures of these ever-evolving organisations.
They are often referred to as ‘children homes’, a
term that conjurers up an image of innocent
helpless children, when in reality they catered for
young people, often so disturbed that that nobody
else wanted them, and whom the local council
would pay a fortune to get them out of their town.
It would have been cheaper to send them to Eton!

Have I Cleared My Name?
Have I cleared my name? Can I now relax? I have
two crown court judgments affirming that I am
innocent, a successful misfeasance civil case
(probably the only one in recent years), a letter
from the Department of Education saying that I
can carry on teaching, an IPCC Report saying that
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there were no grounds for bringing a prosecution
against me, and a letter from a Chief Constable
apologising without reserve for how I was treated.
The answer is ‘yes’ to the first question; I have
cleared my name. ‘No’ to the second, I cannot
relax.
Everybody who has been accused of an historical
sexual or physical offence against a minor knows
that there is no time limit for someone else to
suddenly remember that they were also abused.
The older I get, the more likely an allegation would
be forty or even fifty years old, resulting in any
hard evidence, such as logbooks and witnesses
being non-existent. Even after my death, I can be
accused. No wonder many survivors of false
accusations just want to keep a low profile. They
do not want to draw attention to themselves. Also,
talking about such stressful and painful times can
stir up past memories that they wish to forget. That
is why it has taken me five years to write the
essence of my story whilst trying to be anonymous.

False Accusations:
a cancer that abuses you
Do I worry about this? Of course, I do. Now and
again the fear of being falsely accused rears its
head unexpectedly. It is a cancer you learn to live
with. A cancer that has previously erupted abusing
your good name, career, finances, relationships and
self-worth. A cancer that rarely brings sympathy,
only suspicion and isolation; ‘no smoke without
fire’! I learnt that you have to forgive, in order to
prevent this cancer from destroying you as a
human being. A cancer that you just want to
forget in order to gain an ordinary life, but a
cancer you cannot forget. As a victim of false
allegations, I forgive those who harmed me, but I
do not forget.
One final maxim of wisdom that was expressed to
me in a counselling session is that once you have
been accused;

Poems

‘your life will be changed,
you cannot go back
to where it was’.

SONNET FOR ‘NEW JUSTICE’
They let us down, those coppers years ago
And to his grave went Savile undeterred.
They just pretended that they didn’t know:
Too powerful to stop was the interred.
And now the pendulum has swung again,
Hysteria and witch-hunt unrelieved.
Confine the elderly with lock and chain;
Accusers now must always be believed.
They need no evidence, just arrogance
And must be seen to put old men away
In recompense for past incompetence:
Injustice the ‘new justice’ for today.
Who will put right the wrongs and honour save,
Whilst Savile ruins lives still - from the grave.
NM 2019
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WE ACCUSE
a lament for disillusioned victims
O England, what has happened to your laws?
How can so many innocents be caged?
Why did you choose hysteria over sense?
When did you cease your searching for the truth?
No Barnaby, no Morse, No Sherlock Holmes To
separate the lies and find the truth:
Now DC Plod, as thick as two short planks,
Just ticks a box and seeks promotion’s prize.
The figures must improve, so send him down Promotion does not come from cases lost Suppress all evidence supporting him,
Grant him no time to gather a defence.
In court, put him inside a big glass box
And have an officer to lock him in,
To make him look a danger to his peers,
As though his guilt’s established from the start.
Let his accusers hide behind a screen,
They won’t give ‘evidence’ whilst facing him.
They’ll swear by God above to tell the truth
But, hidden from him, they can vomit lies.
Procedure’s followed, so no need to think;
Twelve untrained people can decide his fate,
Coercing those who disbelieve the lies,
"We find him guilty, now can we go home?”
Ministry of Injustice, you’re to blame:
Thus raped, Britannia hangs her head in shame.
I wrote this poem, We Accuse, in response to meeting a shocking number of
middle-aged and elderly men imprisoned for historic ‘offences’ at trials where no
evidence against them was presented, or indeed required. There are three
dangerous myths surrounding the justice system:
1) that a suspect will be considered innocent until proven guilty;
2) that hearsay is inadmissible as evidence and
3) that the police will behave fairly and consider the evidence.
There is no onus on the accuser to present one scrap of evidence to support their
claim, nor do they stand to lose anything if the prosecution is unsuccessful or if they
are found to be lying. In fact it would seem that the more unlikely their story, the
more likely it is to be believed by police and jury. As the scholar Alice Kober wrote:
“It is one thing to sort by considering all known facts and to come to a conclusion. It is
quite another to start with a preconceived idea and try to prove it...it is only in geometry
that a scholar must state his assumptions clearly before he begins his proof". NM
FACTion - Vol 10.1 - Spring 2020
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This is my story
and may be YOURS
by Roy Catchpole
Roy Catchpole was to present a PowerPoint presentation at this year’s FACT Spring Conference,
but due to the coronavirus, the conference was cancelled. The following are the notes for his talk,
‘This is my story and may be Yours’, that he has kindly allowed us to publish,
to which we have added some of his PowerPoint slides that have been adapted for publication.
My line manager penned a reference for a parish
post just before a false allega�on of sexual abuse
was made against me. The reference reads:
“I first met Rev. Catchpole nearly thirty years
ago at theological college. He was granted
permission to officiate in this diocese by the
Bishop in 2000, and has since proved an able
member of my team of associate priests and
retired clergy. He is a fast learner and always
adapts to the particular environment in
which he finds himself. More importantly,
two successive Associate Vicars of the parish
have come to regard him as an invaluable
colleague at St. Mary’s, in leading worship,
pastoral visitations, and in preaching. When
he is doing neither he is usually to be found
in the music group, on his beloved drums. He
is able to relate to both young and old alike,
and takes a keen pastoral interest in everyone.”
“His particular gifts relate to the
marginalised in the community, including
young people (not least those from troubled
homes) and those with mental health
problems. He has a natural rapport with
young people which most clergy (myself
included) can only dream of having. When I
am asked to send a priest into one of the
town’s centres or homes for those with
learning disabilities, Roy is the first person to
whom I turn. But to everything he does, he
brings great enthusiasm. He has a passion for
ministry, and this is reflected in his numerous
publications. He is always worth listening to.”
“His ability to read a community quickly and
adapt to its needs would stand him in good
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stead at Marnhull Parish Church.
Intellectually, he would be a worthy successor
to the previous incumbent. He has a Masters
in Ministry and Theology and a PhD in
Religious Studies, although he wears his
considerable learning lightly. Ecumenical
contacts would come naturally to him: he is a
frequent preacher on our local Methodist
circuit. He would bring a committed faith, an
infectious humour and a huge capacity for
hard work to his new duties. I commend him
to you and wish you and the people of
Marnhull. God’s guidance and every success
in making this important appointment.”

In the event I was not offered the post, which was
taken by a professor and psychotherapist priest
recently se�led in the UK from Canada.

A�er the False Allega�on
But now, just a few years later, a�er my exonera�on,
although completely cleared and with a clear Barring
Cer�ficate (DBS), I find myself unaccountably
unwelcome in the Anglican and Methodist
organiza�ons. Not knowing what is said behind closed
doors, I am never again to be used, even as a
volunteer in the organiza�on. I have been in effect
excommunicated, made unwelcome in the
congrega�on and de-pla�ormed as a public speaker.
I choose to believe the ul�mate measure of my
humanity is not where I stand in �mes of ease and
comfort, but where I stand in moments of challenge,
threat and difficulty. I have to deal not only with a
lying false accuser but also with what is wri�en in the
newspapers.
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Incredibly in this troubled and broken country of the
year 2020 Kier Starmer’s mantra “Believe the vic�m”
this is s�ll prac�sed by the prosecu�on. Yes. It did
cause devasta�on to the men Carl Beech accused. But
more urgently, this mantra, spreading like Coronavirus
across the Atlan�c is doing the same to us today.
But we do stand in the path of victory. For we have
learned with all our heart a deeper truth. That dignity
consists not in possessing honours or comfort or even
in complete exonera�on, but in the consciousness that
we deserve these things. This is what keeps me going.
It is a quest for jus�ce.
This broken administra�on invests in a safeguarding
system that excludes innocent people from working,
speaking, and living a normal life. We are in fact vic�ms
of sexual crime. This is o�en not recognized. Even by
those who are professionally commi�ed to suppor�ng
sex-crime vic�ms.
In March this year I phoned our Dorset Rape Crisis
Centre. The organiza�on proudly calls itself ‘STARS’
(Sexual trauma and Recovery Service). Appealing for
help, I briefly outlined my situa�on on the
answerphone. I am s�ll wai�ng for them to call me
back. ‘STARS’ have thus far failed to respond to my cry
for support. The safeguarders are equally unhelpful.
Their preferred approach, like that of ‘STARS’ is to treat
me as a poten�al criminal. Not a vic�m.

But, oddly, I am banned from a�ending a Pastoral
Support group in my home church.
Nor do things get any be�er. Give a dog a bad name…
Most recently two Anglican priests were inves�gated
by my bishop for spreading the lie that there were four
other women wai�ng to make allega�ons against me.
“There’s no smoke without fire…”

What people say about us

“He looks like that kind of guy.”
“Why would she lie? Why ‘cry wolf’?”
“The police wouldn’t act without
good evidence.”

Now, someone might say, “There’s no smoke without
fire.” But there is no fire. There are no such women
declares the Suffragan bishop of Sherborne. There are
no such women say the Diocesan Safeguarding
authority. And there are no such women says the
Diocesan Secretary. No fire. Just smoke.
It is true that we hold in our mortal hands the power
to abolish all forms of ignorance and poverty. But we
also have the power to abolish all forms of human life.
Too o�en the la�er is chosen. I some�mes wonder
why.

I have lost everything important to me. My role as a
priest. My personal iden�ty. All I can do is wear my dog
collar in public in a protest to re-claim my iden�ty. I say
to myself,
“You really are a good person. You really
are an innocent vic�m. Truly, you have
done nothing wrong.”

People say,
“Why Would She Lie?”.

Because I, like my brother and campaigning martyr
Simon Warr am made of sterner stuff. I do not
surrender. As for me? I may have been born in a selfha�ng Ipswich dockside slum all those years ago. But
the dockside slum’s self-hatred was not born in me. I
will achieve everything. Or, like Simon, die in the
a�empt.

But my accuser’s first interview was conducted by a
truant officer from the local school. How could that
happen? The vicar, to whom the ini�al disclosure was
made, brought the truant officer in. Being chaplain at
the school, this campaigning a�tude would bring
a�en�on and fame to her ministry. A fearless
campaigner against a pervert priest. She had heard a
false rumour that I had sexually abused a parishioner.
But instead of going quietly to the police, she took the
male truant officer and interviewed the woman alone
in her home. Together the two of them put a series of
sexually in�mate ques�ons to her. Leading ques�ons.
Further abusing my accuser. The grooming, although
ignorantly done, had begun.

People say,
“There’s no smoke without fire”.
The courts say I’m innocent. The CPS has got nothing
on me. My DBS is clean. Even the church the bishops
the Diocesan secretary and Safeguarding officials
confess that there’s nothing outstanding against me.

We all know the importance of an accurate record of
the ini�al interview a�er a disclosure. It’s here in this
key interroga�on that you get the full, unedited
expression of the detail and impact of the abuse. It
needs doing by experts. It needs accurately recording.
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My Response
As a drummer in a band, I had to withdraw from
performances, as the venue might be targeted. My
public life has been devastated.
I am no longer performing priestly du�es in any church
by order of the bishops, even though I am innocent
and have given a life�me of faithful and effec�ve
priestly service. At one point the likelihood of a
vigilante a�ack compelled me to move to a secret
address. A friend of my accuser had threatened to
murder me.
As for public humilia�on, I have had to disclose details
of my marital sex life to two young detec�ves, the
barristers and court officials, and the public court as I
gave tes�mony in the interview rooms counselling
sta�ons and open courts in Weymouth, Dorchester
and Bournemouth. I have had to suffer the public
humilia�on of having to expose my body to the
assembled court to prove that I had no disfiguring scar
that my accuser had claimed.
Evidence withheld.

Police wouldn’t act without evidence

Crime Figures for Funding.
Head of the CPS’S determina�on to Believe The Accuser
CPS overegging evidence on ideological grounds.

I have heard people say
“We always thought there was something
fishy about him.”
Not un�l five years a�er my arrest did I discover a
former colleague, had been spreading lies in the
parish, that there were four women wai�ng to make
allega�ons against me. We met with the bishop of
Sherborne. I wanted the lies stopped, I wanted an
apology. The bishop refused to discipline him. I was
offered no apology. This lying priest is the one forgiven
and empowered by the bishop. He remains in post and
undisciplined. I – his vic�m - am the one punished. I
have emerged from trauma with a diagnosis of PTSD.
Has anyone been from the diocese to offer me and my
wife pastoral support? Er, No! “How does the church
deal with its innocent accused?” This my friends, is
how.

I have heard people say,
“Even his colleagues have abandoned
him: there must be something in It”.
A policy and prac�ce of exclusion runs throughout the
Established and Methodist Churches. We have daily
examples of its opera�on. It’s a hard stroke when
colleagues, trusted companions and lifelong fellowtravellers, abandon you. It’s a betrayal; o�en made out
of fear of suppor�ng the ‘guilty’ by associa�on, or due
to trying to protect the reputa�on of the ins�tu�on.

Failed cases through flawed evidence.

I have heard people say,
“The police wouldn’t act without good
evidence.”
It is enlightening to read the interview transcripts of
people interviewed by Ros Burne�: “It is not that far from being terrorised. You
live in fear. During our experience we
started to call the police ‘terrorists as their
fana�cism and zealotry in ignoring all the
evidence of our innocence seemed similar
to those whose ‘belief’ trumped ‘evidence’.”
So even today, six years later I palpitate when
someone rings my doorbell.

I have heard people say,
“A man in that posi�on. Who would have
believed it?
There is a willingness to believe any scandalous
allega�on about a public figure. The more famous an
individual is, the greater the cri�cism and censure
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from both the media and the public. Middle-aged,
middle class, elderly equals ‘Guilty’. Meanwhile Tom
Watson relaxes in his garden, boots filled with
royal�es from his book.

A Special Organisa�on
the Religious Safeguarders
The only �me the Archdeacon has ever visited us was
the day a�er my arrest, in order to demanded the
return of my episcopal ‘Permission to Officiate’
document. This was closely followed by a visit from
the Diocesan Safeguarding Officer., Who required that
I sign a document en�tled “Covenant of Care”. The
document permi�ng me to operate as a priest was
removed, and a document preven�ng me from
opera�ng as a priest was subs�tuted.
The purpose of this new document was,
“To facilitate the abuser to worship,
celebrate and to receive support whilst
safeguarding vulnerable people, and to
provide evidence that the organiza�on
is serious about obeying the
safeguarding rules. To protect the
abused and vulnerable from abuse. To
protect the abuser from further abusing.”
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This document was worded from the safeguarders’
perspec�ve, and without considering the one they are
labelling ‘The abuser…’; their agenda being to protect
the ins�tu�on’s reputa�on.
According to this post-arrest, pre-trial document
produced by the Church of England, I was already
judged to be the abuser. My accuser was already
judged to have been the abused, and it was implied
that my presence cons�tuted a threat to all vulnerable
people in the organiza�on. Further, a group of people
from the local congrega�ons had been informed about
all of this by the safeguarding authority.
It has been said that injus�ce anywhere is a threat to
jus�ce everywhere. This is true in the church. I was
innocent. But here I was, signing-up to a ‘Covenant of
Care’ forbidding me to a�end any Anglican church or
establishment unless monitored by a group of people
appointed by the church to sit in the congrega�on and
monitor me. They were informed of my status as an
abuser. [Originally wri�en with convicted abusers in
mind the document had not been amended.]
But what if the ‘abuser’ is in fact innocent? What if the
abuse is actually happening at the hands of the
safeguarders by the use of inappropriate language,
labelling material, the presump�on and imposi�on of
guilt? In other words, by a process of public
humilia�on akin to the medieval stocks.

evil personified. They make no provision to
acknowledge the court’s exonera�on verdict and
apology for a wrongful prosecu�on.
My organiza�on’s ‘play it safe’ mentality demands a
risk assessment on the ‘balance of probability’. This is
a process widely acknowledged as being open to
par�ality and abuse. This is especially the case in a
close-knit and protec�ve organiza�on like the church.
There can be no control or management of private
a�tudes and ac�ons. There is at least one malicious
and prolific liar – a former colleague - in my
community. Here in Sherborne sound travels faster
than light. As a targeted individual, I face social and
community aliena�on.
The Social Services mantra “The needs of the child are
paramount” being code for “The State has taken over
the paren�ng role,” the needs of the innocent vic�m,
by the same token, are insignificant – or do not exist.

I have heard people say,
“He looks that kind of guy.”
We live in a post-#MeToo society, along with the likes
of Andrea Dworkin, who says
“The only difference between marriage
and pros�tu�on is that in marriage you
only have to make a deal with one
man.”, and that “All males are rapists.”
Simply being male is o�en enough to be thought
an abuser. Being accused is proof that you are.
“Guilty un�l proven innocent” con�nues to be
assumed in court procedures against people in ‘He
said-she said’ cases, and is promulgated by the press
and other media. It is backed by government
legisla�on, individual poli�cians and legal conven�on.

Issues I Face as a
Falsely Accused Person
I had to ask, “Is my family safe?” I have a
granddaughter who had to undergo an interview by
social services. My accuser had asserted that I may
have sexually abused the child. Others face issues of
the children’s educa�on, of children being taken into
care and of access. They face loss of employment,
debt, poverty and mental health issues.
Bail Condi�ons imposed imprisonment within the
community, making me vulnerable to other false
accusers and their supporters. The safeguarding
machinery, intended to protect the vulnerable, have
inadvertently brought with them the depriva�on of
my honour, respect and status. They have implied
perversion and criminality. Here, they seem to say, is

Theresa May supported the view of the CPS and police
that all accusers will be believed. The head of the CPS
at the �me was Keir Starmer. When Keir Starmer stood
for the leader of the Labour Party [and won], Paul
Gambuccini to declared, “I will stand against Keir
Starmer at the next elec�on if the Labour Party makes
him their leader.”
Every doctor, priest, teacher, carer, nurse, police
officer: every individual who meets with another
alone: each is vulnerable to any accuser. Smoke is easy
to create with a smoke machine in a post-truth, fake
news Trumped-up world. The risk assessment
procedure can too o�en be the end-product of a
witch-hunt. With the falsely accused filling the part as
the 21st Century Witches of Salem, the lie has circled
the planet before the truth has got its socks on.
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Despite a belief in the veracity of science, supers��on
maintains its grip on the spirits of many people.

Why would s/he lie?
• Poli�cs.
• Psychosis.
• Fear of retribu�on.
• Revenge

• Compensa�on.
• Gaining a�en�on.
• An excuse to jus�fy failure.
• Manipula�on by vested interests.
• ‘Chronic liar’.

Let’s get educated.
A few reminders of our situa�on
Why would s/he lie?
Poli�cs: Simply because s/he will be believed. S/he
will be compensated. In the case of a female with a
third child an alleged product of rape she will be
awarded benefit.
Psychosis: But there is a strong reluctance to consider
the mental health history of accuser. The defence is
reluctant to challenge this for fear of appearing to
in�midate the vulnerable accuser. There is also a
range of special services under the heading,
‘Enhanced En�tlements’ for Vic�ms. This is a
Disneyland for fantasists and liars, as it is a source of
income for Vic�m Supporters and Court Welfare
Officers.
Fear of retribu�on: Tawana Brawley was 15 when she
was found in a skip in Nov. 1987. The Grand Jury
ruled that Brawley’s gang-rape claims were a lie.
Her mo�ve – a fear of violent and retribu�ve
parents.
Revenge?
Compensa�on: Guilty or not, C.I.C.A. pays out anyway.
Gaining a�en�on: The 6,400 hours inves�ga�ng
Jemma Beale's claims cost over £250,000, + trial @
£109,000. She was a serial liar. She claimed serious
sexual assault by 6 men & raped by 9 over 3 years.
She was eventually sentenced to 10 years in prison.
Across England and Wales, it costs an average of
£37,543 a year to keep a prisoner in jail last year =
Total cost = £375,430. This equals about 40 nurses’
annual wage in NHS.
Manipula�on by vested interests: ‘Rape Crisis’
Ideologues. “All men are rapists.” The shaming of

rich and powerful men is the new entertainment.
And so the tumbrils roll by just as they did during
the reign of Terror (June 1793- July 1794) when
17,000 people were guillo�ned. My recent contact
with ‘STARS’ (formerly Dorset rape Crisis Centre)
leaving a telephone message asking for help,
months later has produced no response. My
conclusion, not unreasonably, is that these are
vested-interest misandrists*.
Can’t help but lie: “Chronic liar.” Remember David
Bryant the re�red fireman whose life was wrecked
by Danny Day, his false accuser. (See page 23 of this
magazine.) Mr Bryant served 3 years in prison
before being exonerated and released with an
apology. On 17 August 2010, Danny Day’s GP
reported he had ‘a history of lying and chea�ng and
that it was suspected he has an underlying
personality disorder’. A chronic liar.
Judicial / Legisla�ve Changes: Sec�on 32 Public Order
Act removed the requirement of the judge to
instruct jury not to convict in absence of
corrobora�ve evidence. Screening in court removed
the right of the accused to confront face-to-face
with the accuser. Witnesses are under ‘Enhanced
En�tlements’ legisla�on along with the provision of
an ‘Intermediary’ and a ‘Witness Care Officer.’ The
accused is denied the same provision as his accuser.
Moral Crusades: A collec�ve belief in the innocence of
children and all accusers renders it beyond debate.
This has become an ar�cle of faith for believers,
campaigners and commissions of inquiry.
Sugges�ve Interviewing: (In my case, “Did he ask you
to give him a blow job?”, added to which, my
accuser had a poor grasp of the English language!)
Misinterpreta�on of Real Events: Selec�ve
withholding or distor�on e.g. exonera�ng or lack of
DNA evidence, medical history, misiden�fica�on of
person or event.
Miscommunica�on Regarding Sexual Consent: Two
most commonly cited forms of miscommunica�on
include men overes�ma�ng women's interest in sex
and women giving token resistance to sex.
Cogni�ve Biases.
a) Prosecu�on seeking only suppor�ng evidence.
b) Ignoring / suppressing / misinterpre�ng contrary
evidence increases the convic�on of ‘being right’.
Cogni�ve dissonance makes it hard to retract a lie
or mistake. For example, in 1987, 100+ children
were removed from parents because of RAD
(Reflex Anal Dila�on) by 2 paediatricians. It was

*Misandrist is a person who dislikes, despises, or is strongly prejudiced against men.
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later discovered RAD is common in non-abused
children.
Similarly, with ‘Satanic Ritual Abuse’. In 1995 Carol
Hopkins gave US Senate a list of cases between 19831985, false charges on “Inves�ga�ve error, therapeu�c
malprac�ce or malfeasance, and a climate of
community hysteria regarding sex abuse charges”.

Police wouldn’t act without evidence

accessed. It transpired that her allega�on against her
vic�m of 20 years ago – which landed him in prison had been exactly what she had now been alleging
against me. In every detail.
Did the prosecu�on know this or suspect it from the
beginning? I am inclined to ask, “Was an execu�ve
decision made that it would be cheaper to prosecute
me than to re-open an old case with the financial
implica�ons that would inevitably apply when the
original convic�on proved to have been unsafe?”

Exculpatory evidence withheld

The Personal Cost to Me
Whatever was the case, my career was ended and my
reputa�on shredded.

Evidence is some�mes withheld.
Disclosure of medical history records, and counselling
and welfare records, is o�en a difficult and �meconsuming process for the defence, o�en obfuscated
by the prosecu�on. The CPS o�en take the view that
mental health history is either irrelevant to the
allega�on or else a by-product of the alleged offences.
The defence on the other hand are concerned as to
life history and alternate causes of problems,
disposi�on to fabricate or fantasize and the poten�al
effects of sugges�on, prescrip�on drug and alcohol
abuse.
In my case my accuser had taken her employer to
court almost exactly 20 years previously. She was his
cleaner. He was found guilty and sentenced to 6 years’
imprisonment. Was he actually guilty? Or was he
another innocent vic�m? We shall never know. On this
man’s release my accuser insisted that the whole of
her family leave the village and set-up home in
another town. My town – my church!
It was not un�l, a�er two trials, in the Crown Court of
the beau�ful Borough of Bournemouth the judge
ordered the transcript of my accuser’s 1994 trial be

•

Expulsion from a re�rement-fulfilling
Trusteeship of a local charity I had founded.

•

Forever adver�sed as an accused person on
the internet.

•

Depriva�on of all status, honours, recogni�on
and regard by the Methodist church and the
Church of England. Never to be returned.

•

Expulsion from worship in my parish church
a�er 20 years preaching, pastoring & serving.

•

Depriva�on of theological college and
university teaching posts.

•

Depriva�on of my custom of mee�ng with
colleagues at chapter mee�ngs and the like.
(social exclusion = loneliness).

•

My social life was emp�ed. In the run-up to
the trial, the trial itself, and the subsequent
period and for the subsequent four years I
have been virtually housebound, resul�ng in…

•

Loss of confidence to re-enter society.

•

Being de-skilled and de-pla�ormed

•

Loss of willingness to trust people, especially
colleagues or ins�tu�ons.

•

A medical diagnosis of PTSD.

Cardinal George Pell’s interview with Andrew Bolt from Sky News Australia (14th April, 2020).
For those who have not yet seen the above interview of Cardinal George Pell a�er his release from prison ,
it is s�ll available on YouTube; the link being:

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OX2aUvG51I&t=409s
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Book Review
This may not be the book you would choose to read. It details the
nine months that Chris Atkins spent at Wandsworth prison (2016)
before moving onto Ford open prison. I first became aware of the
Victorian conditions of HMP Wandsworth 28 years ago when a
friend of mine began working there, his stories horrified me and
Atkins description of filth, illogical and manic behaviour, tired
officers struggling in a broken system, troubled inmates who
should be in a psychiatric hospital, shows that the place has not
changed. You realise, if you do not already know, that prisons are
dysfunctional place.
Atkins was not prepared for Wandsworth. It is not like you see on
the cinema, in reality the smell, the noise and lack of privacy was
something the shocked Atkins quickly adapted and learnt to
survive. For example, although a committed atheist, he signed up
to go to the chapel because that got him out of his cell. Even
committed Muslims, who do not drink alcohol, signed up for the
AA meetings in order to avoid spending 23 hours a day in their
cell. As I said before, Atkins mentions all this with humour ─ as
they say, ‘If you don’t laugh you will cry’.
Surviving in prison is about understanding how it operates and he
soon realised that some wings are better to be on than others. He
gets moved to H Wing and joins the “white collar club” company
of a Deutsche Bank insider trader who becomes his greatest friend.
They listen to Classic FM together and share treats in a more
pleasant cell.

A Bit of a Stretch:
Diaries of a Prisoner
by Chris Atkins
Published by Atlantic Books Ltd.,
February 2020
327 pages (pp)
£8.99 Paperback – Amazon
ISBN-13: 978-1838950156

Review by Michael Curran

It is interesting, but sad, that life inside prison can mirror the
inequalities of our society. Inequalities caused by race, education
and accent. The privileges he was able to get, or manipulate, due
to his white cultural boarding school upbringing seemed to bother
Atkins, as he saw less fortunate prisoners stuck at bottom of the
prison pecking order, trapped in the misery and boredom.
As I said at the beginning, reading about real prison life is not
everyone’s idea of enjoyment and for those who narrowly missed
visiting such places, and those who unfortunately have, or still are
at Her Majesty’s Pleasure, they may want to give this book a miss.
However, it is very humorous, contains many interesting stories
about people inside and points out the anomalies of the rules that
run (or ruin) prisoners life, and that was what made reading the
book both worthwhile and interesting for me.
Atkins, who was released at the end of 2018, ends his book with
recommendations, among them are better facilities for education,
especially focusing on training for employment and, in respect of
our Victorian prison, modern prisons that enable people to gain
self-worth, rather than removing their human dignity. He also
mentions that there is an urgent need for proper medical help for
those prisoners who are there because they are mentally ill. In the
end it is all about properly funding our prison system.
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Book Review - A Tribute to Simon Warr
Presumed Guilty
By Simon Warr

On the evening of 18 December 2012, a respected boarding
school teacher Simon Warr, who had been described by his
Headmaster as ‘one of the outstanding schoolmasters of his
generation’, was arrested at his home following an allegation of
historical child abuse.
The complainant was unknown to Warr other than the fact he
happened to be a pupil in a school where Warr had taught over
thirty years previously. Even though there was no evidence to
support the complainant’s allegation, Warr was kept on bail for
nine months before being charged. He then had to wait a
further thirteen months for the case to go to trial.

Hardback, 400 pages
ISBN: 9781785901812
Published: 13 February 2017
£20.00, Biteback Publishing

This is the story of how Simon Warr spent 672 days on bail,
single-handedly mounting his defence against the seemingly
limitless resources of a police incident room team. In the end,
however, truth is the strongest resource of all, and the jury took
fewer than forty minutes to acquit him unanimously on all
charges.
Despite gaining his freedom, Warr lost his home, his career, his
reputation, an extraordinary amount of money and, of course,
his peace of mind. Conversely, although it became abundantly
clear during the trial that the complainants were mistaken or
lying, they were able to walk away with impunity and
anonymity.
Simon writes very well and is very balanced as he describes his
world falling apart due to the poor police investigation and the
intrusion of the press. He never denies that the abused
allegations should not be investigated, just not in this way.
Presumed Guilty outlines the appalling injustices that falsely
accused people have to suffer in what has become a symptom
of the state’s imperfect approach to historical child sex abuse
allegations. In it, Warr suggests measures that should be
urgently adopted to ensure that, in these emotive cases fairness
and justice prevail and that a veil of doubt is not cast over
genuine abuse sufferers’ complaints
Simon Warr died on 22 February 2020 aged 65. He attributed
the cancer in his liver and pancreas that lead to his early death
to the stress he suffered from being falsely accused.

FACTion first reviewed this book in its Winter 2017 edition (Vol 7.1)
FACTion - Vol 10.1 - Spring 2020
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UNFOUNDED – Alliance Against Unfounded Accusations of Abuse

Over the last 30 years, support groups for those accused of false accusa�ons have worked �relessly to provide advice
and a shoulder for vic�ms of unfounded allega�ons. The support groups include FASO, FACT, Accused.me and Safari.
Whilst each group supports a wide range of different people and accusa�on, all the groups have a similar will to witness
change to the Bri�sh Legal System to be�er protect vic�ms of false allega�ons and wrongful convic�ons.
Unfounded brings together the wide range of Groups that support vic�ms of false allega�ons, to speak as one voice in
the fight for jus�ce. The Alliance is commi�ed to working together to raise awareness and influence policy to improve
services to vic�ms of unfounded allega�ons and miscarriages of jus�ce.
If you have any specific experience in poli�cal campaigning and would like to volunteer to help,
please contact Unfounded via our website: h�p://www.unfounded.org.uk.

h�ps://smartparentadvice.com/talk-to-your-kids-about-strangers/

Richard Webster’s Website
A reminder form FACT that this very important website is still online

Very sadly, Richard died in June 2011, after suffering heart failure during the night.
Richard researched and wrote about many of the issues central to FACT’s work. He was very
farsighted and decades ahead in his realisation of the truth. He was also involved with FACT in the
early days. His books ‘The Great Children's Home Panic’ (1998) and ‘The Secret of Bryn Estyn’
(2005) are directly related to FACT and the devastating effect of false allegations on its members.
Richard’s friends would like to ensure that he is properly remembered and they want his work to
remain readily available for others to read, hence the continuation of his website:

www.richardwebster.net
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Also Supporting Victims of False Allegations
We are happy to introduce other organisations, where you may find additional information / support:

accused.me.uk - www.accused.me.uk
The Accused Me organisation help link you with others and provide advice if you are going through rape
allegations. They also campaign to improve the investigation and detection of sexual crimes in the UK.

B.F.M.S. - British False Memory Association - www.bfms.org.uk
False memory: when a person is convinced a memory is true when it is not. Clinical evidence suggests it
is more widespread than had previously been appreciated. Contact: Kevin Felsted - 0161 285 2583

S.A.F.A.R.I. - Supporting All Falsely Accused With Reference Information. http://safari-uk.org/
SAFARI provide powerful and positive information to those who are in a position to make necessary
changes in the UK's investigative and judicial systems, to those who have been affected by false
accusations and to those who have suffered from being pressurised into making false accusations.

F.A.S.O. - False Allegations Support Organisation - www.false-allegations.org.uk
A voluntary organisation that offers clear information, practical advice, and emotional support to anyone
affected by false allegations of abuse. Contact - Margaret - 0844 335 1992

P.A.F.A.A. - People Against False Accusations of Abuse - http://pafaaorg.uk/
S.O.F.A.P. - Support Organisation for Falsely Accused people
The PAFAA and SOFAP website was set up in an effort to offer help and support to anyone who has
been falsely accused of abuse of a sexual nature.

F.A.H.S.A - Falsely Accused of Historic Sex Abuse - http://www.falselyaccusedhsa.co.uk
My husband and I assumed that the fundamental principle of justice - innocent until proven guilty - was
enshrined in British Law; our experience taught us otherwise.
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Supporting victims of false allegation of abuse in an occupational settings

We are here to listen
support and
help.

Helpline: 0800 009 6843
Website: www.factuk.org
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