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Welcome to the summer edition of Faction. We are sorry to 
have missed an edition this year due to the unavoidable  loss 
of our Editor Mark who for health reasons has had to step 
down from his role. We do wish to publicly thank him for the 
excellent informative Factions he has produced over the last 
18months. This leaves FACT with a role to fill and we would 
really welcome any volunteers to take this task on. Please let 
us know at FACT if this is something you could do or you 
know anyone we can approach who may be willing to take 
this important task on. In the meantime we hope this edition 
is helpful to you and keeps you up to date with the current 
situation. 
Inquiries 
The last few months has been a busy period with many 
people using the helpline and email support to help them. As 
the Goddard Inquiry  progresses so does the number of 
cases which are coming to the attention of the police. At the 
present time Justice Lowell Goddard is running 13 
investigations into institutional abuse, which include 
inquiries concerning Westminster, the Catholic Church, 
Church of England, and Lambeth borough, and concerning 
grooming and sexual exploitation in Rochdale, Devon, 
Cornwall, Oxford and Rotherham, and at the Medomsley 
detention centre in Durham. This is on top of the ongoing 
investigations in North Wales. Whilst it may well be 
necessary to flush out any more abusers FACT of course is 
concerned with those completely innocent individuals who 
will inevitably be caught up in the net which is cast. At the 
current time 100 new cases per month are being reported 
and investigated. FACT has written to the Inquiry on more 
than occasion and we await the day when we shall be asked 
to make a full submission to the Inquiry and represent the  
plight of those wrongly accused. The Scottish Inquiry has 
been more proactive and FACT was pleased to be asked by 
the inquiry then known as the Scottish Historical Child Sex 
Abuse Inquiry, to meet with them to discuss what we wished 
to see from the 4-year inquiry. We attended a meeting in 
January in Edinburgh. The main points made were that it is 
time inquiries acknowledged that False Allegations are a 
reality, must be taken into consideration and it should be 
publicly acknowledged that they do happen alongside true 
allegations. This we felt would at least go a small way to 
giving a clear message to the Police who investigate and the 
public who so often judge that objectivity and not pre-
judging are essential. This is even more important in relation 
to child sexual abuse as emotions run high and a huge 
amount of influence has already been applied to public 
opinion. There is a danger that without this the inquiry will 
inadvertently give the message that all allegations are true  
resulting in more innocent people suffering.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
The Injustice 
In the April edition of Insidetime (the newspaper distributed 
throughout the prison population) two thirds of a page were 
given to an open letter to the Prime Minister which one of 
members had written. This member was also present at our 
spring conference and we were able to hear firsthand how 
this epidemic had wrongly convicted her husband and the 
lifelong heartache this is now bringing to her family. Her 
story will of course be familiar to many of our members but 
it does not stop the hurt being felt all over again by those 
who have already suffered and can never get their life back. 
Interestingly this month’s edition of Insidetime reports on 
their comments page that their website was inundated with 
comments from those in a similar position. The newspaper 
devotes two thirds of a page to this matter and brings to the 
attention of its readers the disturbing effects which these 
convictions without evidence are creating. It asks what has 
happened to the law which we once looked up to in a time 
when a person was ‘innocent until proven guilty beyond 
reasonable doubt’. Clearly the response to our member’s 
article should send more messages to the government and 
especially to the Goddard Inquiry; the question is will they 
be taken seriously. See the open letter in the April 2016 
edition http://insidetime.org/back-issues/2016-back-issues/. 
We should also add that ironically this newspaper still 
continues to carry advertisements from solicitors offering 
compensation to victims of historical abuse luring those 
seeking easy cash to make up complaints. 
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The FACT Spring conference took place at Carrs Lane Church 
and Conference Centre in the heart of Birmingham. A good 
number of members attended and at one stage we ran out 
of chairs having gone well over the room capacity of 50+. We 
were privileged to have amongst our speakers Sister Frances 
Dominica who had recently received much national publicity 
in connection with her false allegation experience and her 
statement explaining that she intended to be a  voice for  the 
voiceless.  

The conference was opened by our Chairman Nicholas 
Griffin who spoke about the more positive media interest 
there now is in false allegations and the amount of requests 
which FACT receives from journalists on this matter. NG also 
spoke of the need we still have for volunteers to support the 
work of the committee and to speak to the 
media.  

The opening address was followed by 
a very emotional and powerful talk by a 
member who has recently seen her 
husband convicted and incarcerated for a 
false allegation of which she is more than 
certain he could not have committed. Her 
delivery was powerful and reflected the 
feelings and anger, loss and total 
bewilderment which must be unbearable to 
live with for all those women who have lost 
loved ones to this epidemic of sexual abuse 
lies. The content of this case reflected that 
of many others: defence witnesses not 
believed, no hard evidence, no history of 
questionable behaviour whilst the accusers 
often do have a questionable history of behaviour and of 
course there is always the common factor of being lured by 
solicitors to make a claim for substantial financial gain.  

Amongst some of the points made in this presentation 
were the following: 
Removal of Compensation– in Germany removal of 

compensation resulted in 80% drop in claims in 
following year 

Statute of Limitations - The UK is alone in Europe in its 
refusal to adopt a statute of limitations for serious 
criminal offences. Historically, the disparity is most 
likely down to the fact that the UK is a common law 
system, with other EU countries being civil law 
systems. 34 US States have statutes of limitations, 
containing various time limits ranging from three to 
30 years.  

Anonymity until point of conviction 
Convictions should be quashed if there is ‘lurking doubt’ of 

the appellant’s guilt - following the Conclusions and 
Recommendations of the House of Commons Justice 
Committee Report on the Criminal Cases Review 
Commission. 

Juries’ deliberations should be audio/video recorded - then 
where the evidence suggests innocence but the jury 
found them guilty anyway, the Court of Appeal should  
be able to consider whether the jury simply ‘got it 
wrong’. 

From the floor came calls for a more united front from all 
organisations fighting for justice in this particular arena to 
join together in some way and get the governments 
attention more seriously. The Prime Minister appears to 
have forgotten that he once sat on the Home Affairs Select 
Committee which officially made recommendations and 
serious observations leading to false allegations and the 
conviction of innocent people. It was also endorsed from the 
floor that the general consensus is that anyone accused is 
guilty before trial and that in reality they have no defence 
and the little defence available is not felt to be believed or 
taken seriously. Juries convict on unfounded suspicion, 
hearsay and prejudice arising from media influence. Kevin 
from the BFMS did point out that after ten years of his own 

fight for justice and moving through the 
courts and other networks that his 
conclusion today was that there has been a 
change in the media attitude and at last 
they are coming round to the fact that many 
of those accused are in fact victims of false 
accusations. 

Following lunch, Dr Ros Burnett 
introduced our first afternoon speaker 
Sister France Dominica in the following way: 
“This is certainly no ordinary person. She’s 
had been the subject of a Desert Island Discs 
programme for heaven’s sake! She has an 
OBE, she’s a paediatric nurse, she’s been a 
Mother Superior, she’s got three honorary 
degrees and she’s been Woman of the Year. 
She’s had so many awards and is most 

famous for being the founder of the Children’s Hospice 
Movement. The first hospice for children was Helen House in 
Oxford and followed by Douglas House which Sister Frances 
also founded for young adults. So it’s absolutely amazing 
that we’ve been able to get her to come and talk to this 
conference. When I invited her it was without too much 
expectation that she would agree – but she did. And so here 
she is!” 

Sister Frances gave us all a very engaging account 
which was met with great appreciation and applause. It gave 
rise to many questions. Her talk was recorded and has been 
reproduced below (page 3)  

A special presentation was given on the findings of 
the University of Oxford’s study on The Impact of Being 
Wrongly Accused of Abuse: Victims’ Voices. Following an 
introduction by Dr Ros Burnett, the lead researcher Naomi-
Ellen Speechley gave a detailed summary of the main 
findings.  As the full project was not to be published for 
some weeks subsequently Naomi and Ros responded fully 
and openly to several searching questions from the floor. A  
summary of the research is included in this edition of 
FACTion (see pages 7-10).  

The afternoon finished with the traditional question 
and answer session hosted by the chairman and guests 
speakers. Amongst the points and answers made where the 
following: 
-Other agencies can pursue, harass and victimise innocent 
people more than the police do. 
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-The mainstream Church does not particularly like  what  
Sister Frances is doing in supporting  and speaking out for 
those falsely accused. 
-Giving hugs in some institutions and areas of society is now 
considered sexual, and physical contact of any sort is being 
made corrupt and perverse. 

 

-TV was considered to be the media by which we need to aim 
to influence and get a foothold in for the victims of false 
allegations. One suggestion from the floor was that a short 
film be made and put out on YouTube. 
-A public event church service in London for all victims of 
false allegations could be considered. 

 

 

 
 
 

FACT    
 AGM  &  CONFERENCE 

 
SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 

 
VENUE 

 
BLUE ORANGE THEATRE 
118 GREAT HAMPTON ST 

BIRMINGHAM 
B18 6AD 

 
DOORS OPEN 10AM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 4 

TALK GIVEN BY SISTER FRANCES DOMINICA AT FACT SPRING CONFERENCE         
SATURDAY 23RD APRIL 2016 

 
It is a great delight and privilege to be with you today and to listen to your stories. I will have so much to think about when I 
leave here.  
 
Let me tell you my story. I was born at the end of 1942 in Inverness and lived with my mother and my grandfather until my 
father was demobbed. My grandfather became a vitally important person in my life. He was a very wonderful person with a 
deep faith. He never spoke about it, he just lived it. I adored him. 
 
In 1947 my parents and I moved south. At the age of 4½ I had to start school and from start to finish I was a failure at school! But 
when I was 3 I decided I was going to be a sick children’s nurse and all my dolls and bears and rabbits were always sick and they 
never got better or I would have been out of a job.  My brother was born when I was 5½. He had just one lung and he was 
critically ill during the first year of his life. My mother couldn’t cope with sickness so I practiced my nursing skills on him!  I am 
delighted to say that not only did he survive but he recently retired from being vicar of a busy parish in Bristol. He has a lovely 
wife, four children and five grandchildren at the last count. So, I think I did quite a good job really! 
 
School was disastrous. I was shy, I wasn’t all that intelligent and the intelligence I did have wasn’t recognised. But there was one 
teacher who believed in me when I was in secondary school; she really thought I had got something worth having and I thrived 
under her tutelage. She retired from being head of the English department in her early 40s and got a job as a junior receptionist 
in a psychiatric hospital in order to write poetry full time. Her name was U.A. Fanthorpe and she was just absolutely fantastic. At 
17 I left school and had a year out – we didn’t call them gap years in those days. I did some voluntary work in a part of London 
similar to the setting of ‘Call the Midwife’, but ten years later. I saw conditions I had never witnessed before and I developed 
such admiration for the mothers I got to know. I learnt to drink cups of tea - teapot on the back boiler stewing gently, condensed 
milk and three spoonfuls of sugar -  you weren’t asked, you just had it and learnt to enjoy it after a while. 
 
Then I started my nursing training at Great Ormond Street, absolutely loved it, and was seconded to the Middlesex hospital to 
do a General training. One patient I nursed was a clergyman, very seriously ill having had a coronary thrombosis. His chart said 
“C of E” but it was confusing because he had all these strangely dressed women visiting and prayer books with different 
coloured markers. So when he was well enough I said, “I don’t want to be impertinent but have we got this wrong? Are you 
Roman Catholic?” He assured me he was a Church of England priest. “In fact” he said, “I’m the vicar of the church just up the 
road”. When he was discharged he said, “Come and have tea with me one day”. So I didn’t … Then a few weeks later he came to 
outpatients and he said, “What are you doing on Saturday?” I said I had a day off and so I went to tea and then he took me into 
his church. It must have been some big festival because the church was so full of the smoke of incense that you couldn’t really 
see from one end to the other and it was so full of statues that you didn’t really need a congregation. For a good Church of 
Scotland girl with leanings towards Quakerism this was different. 
 
I started going to the church, discovered the strangely dressed women were Anglican nuns, and within less than two years, 
instead of going to work with Save the Children Fund overseas, eventually meeting the perfect man, getting married, having five 
children adopting five more,  in a flash, from one moment to the next, I knew none of that was going to happen. I was going to 
be an Anglican nun for the rest of my life. And here I am, never having regretted a day. I entered the All Saints Sisters of the Poor 
in 1966, fifty years ago.  I remember when I was a novice working in the little children’s home we were responsible for, three 
small children were admitted one day.  Their mother was a prostitute and the children had to be placed in care. Maria was 5½ 
going on 50;  she had the weight of the world on her shoulders, looking after her 3½ year old brother and her baby sister. As the 
weeks went by a friendship grew between us and it was wonderful to watch her become young, to become a child again, to play 
again. I had one of those split second moments when I thought, if our friendship, the trust that this little girl has placed in me, in 
some infinitesimal way affects her for the rest of her life, then maybe that was the reason I was there. Maybe this was why God 
had led me there. 
 
Roll on the years and first of all I was made Novice Guardian to train the young women coming to test their calling.  Then I was 
made, terrifyingly, the Reverend Mother Superior General, younger than all the other sisters, less experienced, less mature and 
it all seemed crazy. But what the Sisters seemed to want was for the windows to be opened, to let the fresh air in, to rethink 
what our life was about. We are All Saints Sisters of the Poor. Were there things we needed to change? And so it was a God-
given opportunity. Ten months later, I had a phone call from a young woman I didn’t know saying her two-year-old was critically 
ill in hospital and she needed to talk to someone outside the hospital, outside the immediate family. The little girl was Helen. 
She had become seriously ill and was diagnosed with a massive brain tumour. She had surgery, regained consciousness very 
briefly, then lost consciousness and never regained it but lived to be twenty-eight-years old. During the six months she was in 
hospital, I got to know the family well. Then they were told those terrible words, “There is nothing more we can do.” So they 
took her home, convinced that that was where she should be, and they cared for her themselves. But it was 24 hours, 365 days a 
year. After a few weeks I was so concerned about their exhaustion, not just the physical exhaustion but the terrible grief, that I 
plucked up courage and said “Would you trust me enough to lend her to me sometimes?”  
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That was how it happened. We put up a cot in my room at the convent. Helen would come to stay for a few days and a few 
nights, her parents would focus on the other children, catch up on sleep, have a short holiday, have flu.  It worked for them and 
so together we established Helen House.  It opened in 1982 and was the first children’s hospice in the world. The model was 
home and what we offered was an alternative to the idea of extended family. By 2002 we realised that some of the children 
were no longer children and we had better do something about it! Many young people with genetic conditions were living much 
longer than previously and so we built Douglas House just across the vegetable patch from Helen House, welcoming people 
between 16 and 35 with progressive life-shortening conditions. We believe that, as with Helen,   these children and young 
people are best in their own homes but, for everybody’s sake, not least for the child or the young person, they need to have a 
break every now and again. All was going well and I was having a really amazing life, still part of the religious community to 
which I have a life-long commitment, with all the backing of my sisters, and being invited to go to many parts of the world to talk 
about the work that we were doing.  I accepted the invitation to be the patron of the International Children’s Palliative Care 
Network and that involved more travel.  
 
One of the most exciting experiences has been accepting invitations to visit Japan several times - such a very different culture. I 
have so many wonderful memories. I remember sitting with three bereaved mothers. Their children had all died within the past 
two years and we were having coffee together.  I don’t speak Japanese and they didn’t speak English but we had an interpreter.  
I told them the story of a mother who had been many times with her little girl to stay in Helen House. (The whole family can 
come to stay: grannies and granddads, dogs, rabbits, as well as the nuclear family.) I told them how, after her little girl died, she 
met up with a neighbour whose little boy had died recently and they arranged that they would have coffee together every 
Thursday morning same time,  same place. As the weeks and months went by other bereaved mothers joined them. It is now a 
registered charity, SLOW –Surviving the Loss Of your World. I could see these Japanese women getting really interested, asking 
themselves if they could do the same. Life was very good. Then on the 22nd July 2013 the Chief Executive of Helen and Douglas 
House  said, “Frances, I need to speak to you. It’s urgent. I’ve just had a visit from two people from the County Council saying 
that there are historic allegations of abuse concerning you”. And do you know what I did? I laughed. “This is crazy, what are they 
talking about?” He said, “I’ve got no idea but the police will probably be on your doorstep tomorrow morning”. 
 
The police weren’t, but  the CEO was on my doorstep the next day, with the Chair of Trustees saying, “You are not to enter any 
premises belonging to Helen and Douglas House. You are not to speak to any families past or present,  any staff past or present, 
any volunteers. You are not to represent the organisation in any way. Hand over everything belonging to Helen and Douglas 
House.” I did. Then I waited for the Police and I waited and I waited and I waited and they didn’t come. Eventually my solicitor 
‘phoned me and said, “We have to go to Abingdon Police Station on the 1st of November”.  22nd July to 1st November without 
knowing anything at all. I had been told I could call Lambeth Palace because the safeguarding advisor there would tell me what it 
was about. I called and she said, “I don’t know anything about it. You can try getting in touch with the Detective Inspector.” So I 
tried that but he was not available. I was just left waiting. 1st November, Police Station, cautioned, questioned by two police 
officers from 9 am until 4.30 pm.  They were courteous and they were professional. It was alright. The only bad thing was lunch. 
The woman detective said to me, “What would you like for lunch?” I asked what was on offer. She made a face and said “Well 
…”. I said, “Do you do sandwiches?” “No”, she said, “we don’t. You could try lasagne”. Well, I had two mouthfuls… 
 
Then we waited again. My case was eventually handed over to the CPS and we waited and we waited and we waited and it got 
into the next year while I was repeatedly re-bailed .  February and March and finally in April my solicitor asked what was 
happening, to be told that the CPS lawyer who had been handling my case had just gone on maternity leave and somebody was 
going to have to start all over again. Great. On July 22nd  2014 the solicitor ‘ phoned me and said, “I’ve got good news. There is 
insufficient evidence to prosecute at this time.” Relief, rejoice! But then, the Church wasn’t finished and, in common I guess, 
with quite a few people here, the Church authorities said I had to be a risk assessed. That is another story… 
 
The sisters in my community continue to be wonderfully supportive but I had to tell them I had no idea how the assessment had 
gone. Children and families and all sorts of friends were wondering what on earth was happening and I had nothing but loving 
concern and support. I was so fortunate, so blessed in all of it – except by the official Church authorities. I am as puzzled as most 
of you probably are in your situations about why people chose to make allegations against me. As far as the law and the State 
are concerned I can carry on as normal. I happen to be a Deputy Lieutenant of the County of Oxfordshire and one of the people I 
telephoned on the day I first knew there were allegations was the Lord Lieutenant. He has given me full support ever since and I 
continue in my role.But I am still not back in Helen and Douglas House. 
 
I do believe there are positive outcomes and opportunities from the situation I find myself in and I need to start by saying I guess 
there is nobody in this room who wouldn’t offer wholehearted support and concern for genuine victims of abuse. However, we 
are talking about allegations which we know are not true. These are the headings I made in answer to the question about 
positive outcomes in the research paper sent to me by Ros:  
 

• We’re innocent until convicted, not guilty until proved innocent.  
• Without trial and a verdict of Not Guilty one’s name is never cleared 
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• Complainants have anonymity, alleged perpetrators should have anonymity until convicted 
• Those who make allegations are complainants and should only be referred to as victims if at trial the allegations are 

deemed to be true 
• There are times when human touch is more appropriate than words. This is not synonymous with abuse 

 
We have had so much good coverage in the Oxford Mail and the Oxford Times for over thirty years for Helen House and Douglas 
House, with all the famous people who have visited us such as the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh, Bill Clinton and the 
Emperor and Empress of Japan and many more. So when news leaked concerning allegations against me the coverage was 
exceptionally supportive. The Church Times, The Guardian and the Daily Mail have all been very fair in their reporting, printing 
full length interviews almost verbatim. I have tried to use the interviews to be a voice for the voiceless and to indicate my 
willingness to continue in that role. For many years my recurrent prayer has been, “Please God make me be the right person, in 
the right place, at the right time.” Maybe God heard that prayer…. 
 
I have had such amazing support from my Sisters in Community, from my family, from people I know through Helen and Douglas 
House and from so many strangers. I was walking along the street with my American Bull Dog bitch the other day when a car 
pulled over. The driver wound down the window and said, “You don’t know me Sister but I just want to say we’re with you. We 
don’t believe a word of this rubbish”. Then the baker in Tesco who never normally comes out from behind his rows of bread 
came over one morning and hugged me and said, “We don’t believe a word of it”. And yesterday I was in Church and the Vicar 
came and gave me a huge hug and my hearing aid went SSSSSSSSS and I said, “That’s my safeguarding alarm!” Laughter is a good 
medicine. 
 
We will make a difference. The mood of the general public is changing. People are tired of reading of modern witch hunts. Now 
the system to which you and I have been subjected has to change. We will overcome! 
 
So that is my story.  
 

 

100 NEW ABUSE CASES A MONTH 

 
A recent report in the Guardian claimed that the Goddard Inquiry is now producing 100 new abuse cases 
each month and that the police are overwhelmed with the number of referrals. By 2020 it stated that 
another 200,000 cases will have emerged. At present there are 13 separate Inquires in progress which are 
producing these astronomical figures. One item that is missing from the report is the likelihood of some of 
these being spurious claims. FACT has received another letter from the IICSA/Goddard Inquiry explaining 
that, at present they are not focusing on our submission in respect of false allegations and the victims that 
these produce, but if we have more information which we want to submit then they would welcome it. 
This is an Open Invitation for our organisation to put together a further report and for members to write 
in and point out to the Inquiry that whilst we welcome exposing abuse we encourage all investigations to be 
thorough, to respect privacy and not to take the attitude of guilty until proved innocent. The Report by 
Naomi and Ros (Victims’ Voices) with Carolyn Hoyle will hopefully have an impact on the Inquiry.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STOP PRESS; 
Sister Frances Dominica has agreed to become President for FACT. We are delighted that she 
has discussed this with her Order and agreement has been reached. Sister Frances ‘ a Voice for 

the Voiceless.’.  
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Impact of Being Wrongly Accused of Abuse in Occupations of Trust:  
Victims’ Voices  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Carolyn Hoyle, Naomi-Ellen Speechley, and Ros Burnett University of Oxford Centre for 

Criminology  

1. Recent decades have seen an emerging body of research focused on crime victims and their perspectives. In particular, there 
has been concern that allegations of sexual abuse, particularly non-recent abuse, have not received an appropriate response. 
Among politicians, criminal justice agencies and charities in the UK, there is a collective sense of remorse that reports of abuse 
were often not properly investigated and that those who reported it were often not believed. From this has emerged a new 
determination to correct past and prevent further injustices of this kind. Not surprisingly, there has been a cultural shift towards 
believing allegations of abuse, and the presumption now is in favour of trusting those who present as victims. It is important that 
all agencies, particularly the police, are alert to the needs of those who claim to be victims of abuse, but not to the extent of 
overlooking those who are victims of wrongful allegations.  
 
2. In a society which has made so much progress in addressing the needs of victims and in taking account of their perspective, 
those who have been smeared by false allegations of grievous crimes sometimes see themselves as the forgotten victims (of 
official errors if not of their accusers). They feel disregarded, and that they and their partners and children are left to suffer the 
ignominy alone. This qualitative study of people’s experiences of being falsely accused of child/adult abuse in occupational 
contexts gives a voice to these other victims, by way of a content analysis of first person accounts.  
 
3. Set against the background of a broad social discourse focused on prosecuting child abusers and sex offenders, one which 
recognises that victims of abuse need great courage to report crimes against them, it may seem perverse to shine a spotlight on 
the wrongly accused. Some may worry that dwelling on them will drive victims back into the shadows for fear they will not be 
believed. However, hearing about the experiences of those who are falsely accused does not diminish lessons that can be learnt 
from victims of abuse.  
 
4. The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) has invited victims and survivors of child sexual abuse to share their 
experience with the Inquiry team, and advises that the information provided will feed into the ‘Truth Project’. However, the 
IICSA also intends to hear testimony from those who have been falsely accused to ensure a balance between encouraging the 
reporting of child sexual abuse and protecting the rights of the accused. We believe the IICSA is likely to hear evidence similar to 
the data presented below. 
 
Methodological Approach  
5. We started this research from a position of full and unequivocal support for the progress that has been made in recognising 
the problem of sexual and physical abuse of vulnerable people at the hands of those who should care for them. We applaud 

The following is a Summary Report from the Oxford Research on  

The Impact of Being Wrongly Accused of Abuse in Occupations of Trust: Victims’ Voices 

 

The Full Report can be seen on the following University of Oxford link 
 

https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxlaw/the_impact_of_being_wrongly_accused_of_abuse_hoyle_et_al_2

016_15_may.pdf 

 

“The authors of this study hope that it will provide a valuable corrective to the 

somewhat uncritical discourse that has dominated media, political and policy-making 

discourse over the past 20 years – the discourse which states that victims will, 

almost invariably, be telling the truth”. 

https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxlaw/the_impact_of_being_wrongly_accused_of_abuse_hoyle_et_al_2016_15_may.pdf
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxlaw/the_impact_of_being_wrongly_accused_of_abuse_hoyle_et_al_2016_15_may.pdf


 

 8 

efforts to support victims of abuse. Furthermore, we understand that some claims to being falsely accused are also false. Some 
people will tell lies to deny the crimes they have committed to avoid both the shame and stigma associated with child sexual 
abuse in particular and the punishments imposed following conviction for such serious offences. We also fully acknowledge that 
once convicted, innocence is difficult to establish without irrefutable evidence to show that an accusation was false. In other 
words, in this area it is hard to establish who is guilty and who is innocent with absolute certainty. We have therefore taken a 
stringent approach to selecting participants for this study.  
 
6. We analysed 30 accounts from among current and past members of FACT (a voluntary organisation that supports people 
wrongly accused of abuse in occupational contexts), as well as others who had never been members, only if they had:  
not been charged with the alleged abuse (14 cases), were charged but acquitted (15 cases), or were convicted but had their 
conviction overturned on appeal, as long as their convictions were not overturned because of procedural errors unrelated to 
innocence (1 case). 

 

Thus all of our participants have the status of ‘legal innocence’ based on the presumption of innocence until found guilty, or – 
for one person whose conviction was quashed – restoration to that presumption of innocence. Most of our participants were 
male, though six were women; most worked as teachers or in other educational roles; most allegations were of sexual abuse of 
children and the majority were ‘historical’ cases, though almost a quarter were recent. We acknowledge that it cannot be 
guaranteed that each of our participants are factually innocent, given the inherent difficulty of any legal disposition that relies 
on competing testimony. There is simply no clear empirical means that can settle the matter. However, all of them are 
considered to be innocent by the criminal justice system.  
 
7. Following a review of the relevant literature, the empirical methods comprised: 
30 in-depth interviews with victims of false accusations and their families or, if the individuals preferred, guided written 
accounts. A focus group with further victims of false allegations attending a conference. Topics in the interviews, written 
accounts and the focus group focused on the wide- ranging effects of false allegations, from the harms done to their 
employment prospects, to their finances, to their physical and mental health, to the effects felt by family members, to their own 
self-concept and reputation, beliefs and outlooks, as well as their wider relationships with friends and their community. The 
participants were also asked about the support they received, if any. (Given the sensitive nature of this study, participants’ 
identities have been kept strictly confidential, and personal details anonymised.)  
 
8. The main purpose of the project was to gain understanding of and share insight into the human costs of false allegations of 
abuse, by collecting new narrative material and reviewing existing literature. The aim is to start a conversation about the impact 
of being wrongly accused of abuse, including the social, economic and psychological consequences, and the effects on families 
of the accused. It is intended that the data and analysis will prove a valuable resource for support groups and for those 
responsible for criminal justice policy, appellate processes and for post-exoneration measures.  
Key Findings  
 
9. The experience of being falsely accused causes enduring trauma, even for those who are not arrested, prosecuted or 
convicted. This report has explored the many structural, cultural and psychological harms suffered by those who generously 
shared their experiences with us. Much can be learned from their accounts.  
 
10. Those accused but not convicted of the majority of other types of crimes do not tend to lose their jobs. However, this 
research suggests that the majority of those accused of abuse in the workplace do. Most of our participants who were working 
at the time of the allegation lost their jobs or faced impassable barriers against working with children or vulnerable adults again. 
Mechanisms to check the reliability of potential employees who wish to work with vulnerable populations – such as CRB or DBS 
checks – can exclude those who have fallen under a cloud of suspicion even if they are not found guilty of any criminal offence. 
Risk averse environments militate against those falsely accused and the upshot is damaged reputations and ruined careers. 
Innocent men and women are left without a career, while different institutions lose skilled and caring employees.  
 
11. There are considerable financial burdens accruing from this but loss of earnings is not the sole consequence; the wrongly 
accused may also face steep legal fees, the loss of a home, and financial pressure on their partner. For many, the loss of a 
vocation they had trained for and worked at for years caused multiple other harms. Being accused in an occupation of care or 
trust carries the additional consequence of the accused having to let down those they assisted in these vocations – both co- 
workers and children or vulnerable adults. Some of our participants had to abandon care work, teaching, friendships and other 
working relationships spanning decades, resulting in social withdrawal, panic, fear, anxiety and a complete inability to trust 
others, with the inevitable costs on mental health. Measures taken to prevent the accused from discussing the allegations with 
colleagues make it incredibly difficult for them to mount a defence and prevent them from drawing on support from co- 
workers, who are often also friends.  
 
12. Some of our participants struggled to reconcile the need to ‘fight the allegations’ with the desire to shut down and hide from 
the shame of an unwarranted label. Several accounts described the wrongly accused as a ‘fighter’, presenting a tough, no-
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nonsense person who would resist all suggestions of wrongdoing. The battleground analogies extended to support networks, 
with many describing others who were ‘on our team’, ‘closed ranks’, or ‘came out fighting for me’. Alongside this, however, our 
participants revealed fear and emotional vulnerability, and a sense of being worn down by the accusations and the concern that 
those close to them may be persuaded of their veracity. The stigma of the label ‘paedophile’ was a recurring theme in our 
participants’ accounts. It was made clear that the stigma associated with child sexual abuse is so great that they felt it a long 
time after they had been declared legally innocent. For such cases, mud really does stick.  
 
13. Their trauma was, in some cases, aggravated by a fear of further allegations. Again, this very real concern separates this 
group of wrongly accused from many others who face false allegations. Being wrongly accused of murder or robbery is a deeply 
unpleasant experience but not so likely to be repeated once the status of the wrongly accused has returned to ‘legally innocent’. 
Conversely, our participants, working with vulnerable and often troubled youths and adults, who may well have been abused in 
other contexts or by other people, were exposed to risk of further allegations that would be equally difficult to challenge. They 
had, in other words, rational concerns. These concerns about past and potential future allegations left a few feeling ‘obsessive’ 
about their cases. They pored over legal documents, attempted to investigate further the source of the allegations. This 
obsession is unsurprising but, in some cases, strained relationships with others.  

  

14. In the majority of accounts, an overwhelming sense of anger and betrayal emerged. 
More often this was not directed at their accusers, but at employers who were thought 
to have encouraged the allegations, at the police for what our participants saw 
as treating them as guilty from the outset, and at a ‘victim-centred’ criminal justice 
system, with its provisions for complainants on one hand, and what they felt was a 
failure to recognise rights or due process of the accused on the other. Indeed, almost all 
of our participants had lost faith in the criminal justice system though only one had been 
convicted and half of the cases did not even go to trial.  
 
15. The majority reported high anxiety levels, severe depression, ill health and 
associated symptoms of trauma, with short and longer-term symptoms, with some 
experiencing permanent behavioural and personality changes. The effects of 
false allegations were felt by their partners and children too, with anxiety and depression 
experienced by many family members, in addition to consequential financial 
burdens. The stigma of a false allegation is felt by the whole family and can lead to family breakdown, or permanently damage 
the relationship.  
 
16. Those whose relationships were irretrievably harmed met challenges when attempting to form new relationships. They 
cannot know ‘who knows what’ and so are faced with the choice either to inform others that allegations have, in the past, been 
made against them – and risk poisoning their own reputations and future friendships – or remain silent and suffer guilt and 
angst that the relationship could be ruined if the allegations are revealed. Clearly, being wrongly accused can poison future 
relationships as well as established ones.  
 
17. Most of our participants received no professional psychological support; either it was unavailable or they could not tolerate 
baring their soul to a counsellor for fear of being judged or disbelieved. The lack of support, formal and informal, apology or 
recognition of the pain caused to the accused was a constant theme. It resulted in deep mistrust of others, particularly those in 
authority and the media, and a sense of alienation.  
 
18. That said, more than half of our participants found solace from assisting others facing false allegations. This provided a sense 
of self-worth, raising self-esteem which had, perhaps inevitably, been damaged by the allegations. Assisting with campaign work 
and support groups also provided a sense of solidarity and fostered positive relationships in a non-judgmental atmosphere.  
 
Discussion  
19. In our view, the cumulative impact of these interviews is both shocking and immense. It is widely accepted that to be 
described as a paedophile will be damaging. However, until we conducted this study, we had little grasp of the extent to which a 
false allegation is likely to affect every aspect of a person’s life, psychological, material and physical. Most of the participants, it 
should be recalled, were able to refute the accusations made against them at a relatively early stage of the legal process. 
Despite this, their lives were, to put it simply, wrecked. It need hardly be stated that for factually innocent defendants who are 
wrongly convicted and imprisoned, but who cannot legally demonstrate this, the consequences will be still greater. 
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20. It is also of deep concern that the experiences described by the 
participants in this study are far from rare. A 2015 survey by the 
Association of Teachers and Lecturers of 685 of its members found 
that 22% of school and college staff had been the subject of a false 
allegation of abuse by a pupil (‘False allegations are blighting careers 
and putting added stress on education staff’). The survey also found 
that, not surprisingly, the prevalence of false allegations and the 
publicity given to them is driving experienced staff out of teaching, 
and, presumably, deterring others from seeking to enter it. This is a 
damaging cost which society can ill afford.  
21. The authors of this study hope that it will provide a valuable 
corrective to the somewhat uncritical discourse that has  dominated 
media, political and policy-making discourse over the past 20 years 
– the discourse which states that victims will, almost invariably, be   
telling the truth. It is worth here repeating the Metropolitan Police   

statement on Operation Midland, ‘our starting point with allegations of 
child sexual abuse is to believe the victim until we identify reasonable cause to believe otherwise.’ No doubt the intentions 
behind that statement were honourable: a desire to right an historic wrong, and to give victims who had been previously 
ignored a voice. But this study suggests that in the process, a whole new and growing class of victims is being created, whose 
suffering is intense – all the more so for having been, until now, largely ignored. The road to hell, it is said, is paved with good 
intentions. Unfortunately, that is where the victims of false allegations of abuse are likely to find themselves – in a living hell.  

 

 
Naomi Speechley giving the summary talk at FACT’s 

Spring conference 
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Chairman’s Comments 
 

The Goddard Inquiry – IICSA (Independent 
Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse) 
It was very notable that the Scottish Inquiry into 
child sexual abuse, which is running in parallel to 
the IICSA, invited FACT to come and speak to it 
back in January before they had started receiving 
allegations, a most commendable start. Yet our 
approaches to the IICSA in London have so far 
drawn a blank nor have we been approached by 
the Historical Abuse Inquiry (HIA) in Northern 
Ireland. You will have read elsewhere in this 
edition it is reported the inquiry is already sending 
large numbers of allegations through to the police. 
So far all we are seeing from the Goddard inquiry 
is lip service to acknowledging false allegations are 
a reality and not a myth. How reminiscent this is of 
the days no one would face up to the fact that 
children were being abused. They have said ‘the 
Inquiry will need to recognise the damage that can 
be caused by false accusations of sexual abuse’, 
yet they have still not asked FACT to meet with 
them to discuss this nor given any indication or 
assurance as to how they propose to ensure 
investigations recognise that not all allegations are 
true and what expertise they have or have called 
upon to do this. So far FACT has received polite 
reply letters to our approaches from junior 
administrators and the inquiry has failed to act. 
  
Reading the Oxford University study report would 
be evidence alone that the inquiry will be a 
travesty of justice if they just keep generating 
allegations and passing them to the police without 
ensuring the police are set up to investigate 
objectively and free to do so without fear of 
political or social pressure. The report highlights 
huge failings within the justice system both with 
the police and the judiciary. 
  
It's very important we all continue to write to 
pressure the inquiry into listening to us and to 
take action. FACT has a pro-forma letter which you 
can use to get across your experience in the justice 
system which can be obtained from the secretary. 
The pro-forma helps to keep your points short and 
precise avoiding the tendency to try and put too 
much in and it not being read. Once completed  
 

 
you can send it direct to the inquiry or better still if 
you could send it to the secretary. We will send a 
batch at the same time with a cover letter from 
FACT which will help improve our chances of being 
listened to.  
Time for Action 
We all acknowledge what a fantastic piece of work 
the Oxford study report is and how even those 
who felt themselves to be hardened to the issues 
have been shocked and moved by it. The Executive 
Summary (reproduced above) and the Full Report 
are both available online. However this requires a 
deliberate action on behalf of the reader. We want 
to make sure as many decision makers and movers 
and shakers read this report and so we are going 
to be printing hard copies to end up on peoples 
desks. There is of course a cost element in this but 
we feel this is more than justified as it is so 
important this independent research gets out 
there. We need your help. We are asking all FACT 
members and supporters to think about significant 
people they have already been in contact with and 
people in their own geographical area i.e. Police 
and Crime Commissioners, MPs, Church leaders. 
Let us know who they are and we will send you 
copies of the report for you to take to them to 
make sure they get the message loud and clear. 
We must keep this pressure on. 
  
Donation towards the printing costs will be a great 
help, please try and send something. The more 
copies we can get out there the better. 
  

Direct transfer can be made to: 
Falsely Accused Carers and Teachers 
Santander Bank 
Account: 98614484 
Sort Code: 090154 

Important – please use the reference PRINT when 
you make the transfer. 
 
Or 
By cheque made payable to Falsely Accused Carers 
and Teachers (please write PRINT on the back) and 
post to: 

FACT 
83 Ducie Street 
Manchester,  
M1 2JQ 
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Language, Mindset and the Consequences 
by Anonymous (Falsely Accused and Acquitted)  

 
“I don’t think a lot of people realise how important innocence 

is to innocent people.” 1 
 

Consider these statements, all drawn from police 
investigations into historic abuse. 
 
“The enquiry has established the systematic and organised 
abuse of vulnerable boys by a group of staff.”   
(From a pre-disclosure document, written before any 
suspect had had the opportunity to present their own 
evidence.) 
 
“My understanding is that all main offenders were in this 
trial.”  
(CPS spokesman.  Five men were on trial and this 
prejudgement was maintained after the trial’s conclusion 
and the conviction of one person.) 
 
“These defendants all offended against the same victims and 
in a significant minority of cases offended against the same 
victim, it is therefore clear that they were acting together 
as a paedophile team.”  
(Case Summary of the enquiry and, as demonstrated in an 
IPCC investigation, written without investigation of clear 
lines of enquiry.) 
 
“Well, I think there was in terms of...  offenders, well 
suspects, shall we say?...”    
(SIO to IPCC – an instance of basic mindset, corrected in the 
presence of IPCC investigators.) 
 
“There is an outstanding allegation of common assault 
which has been made by a former resident at the home. 
However, this alleged incident occurred many years ago 
and is relatively minor in relation to the other allegations 
we are investigating against other former 'members of 
staff.”   
(SIO to suspect – use of alleged that is politically correct 
when used but which is cancelled out by the rest of the 
sentence.) 
 
Basic principles 
 
It is hard for someone steeped within an organisation’s 
culture to be alive in daily discourse to their misuse of 
language and its consequences, as exemplified in the quotes 
above.  Look at any group.  For example, an involved 
member of a faith community may find it really difficult to 
understand and appreciate some theological critiques of 
their doctrines or practices because s/he sees such 
observations as intrinsically offensive and so could not 
countenance their potential validity.  Stepping outside the 
faith boundaries (not an easy thing to do) s/he could, with 
reflection, come to see other perspectives with a better 
rationality and greater objectivity.  
 
 

 
It is a serious expectation that police and lawyers will ‘step 
outside’ their own cultural and procedural assumptions and  
 
be open to rigorous examination and challenge of the impact 
of imprecise or unreflective language on their approaches.   
The same applies to all professionals in such fields as 
education, political activism, to ourselves in such aspects as 
our personal response to art, for instance. “Change the way 
you look at things and the things you look at change…” 2 

 
We all have mindsets about most things, frequently based 
on very little actual knowledge of the ascertainable facts. 
Our use of language indicates our thinking – even 
unconsciously, as is instanced by the notion of Freudian slips.  
Sloppy use of language will be avoided by responsible 
lawyers and professional and accountable investigators who 
should be alive to the value of words in themselves and 
especially because they are sometimes all that is available 
for interpretation and the search for the truth.  
 
“The conventional view serves to protect us from the painful 
job of thinking.” (J.K.Galbraith) 3 

 
The language of the law necessarily has to be as precise and 
unambiguous as possible so as to protect everyone – 
possible victims, suspects, their families, investigators and 
the judicial process. 
 
Enquiries into alleged abuse. 
 
The use of language evidences the predisposing mindset of 
the investigator. Historic abuse investigations are looking at 
narratives.  If they believe, without robust enquiry – and that 
at the outset – that the complaint comes from a victim, all 
sorts of problems arise for everyone involved. The meaning 
of victim is plain: someone who has suffered actual harm.  To 
assume, without an open mind and impartial consideration, 
that abuse narratives are always from victims, implies as 
sure as day is day that the investigator believes (can only 
believe) that those alleged against are abusers. This will 
inevitably slant reception of evidence from the suspect or 
about him to his disadvantage.  The words ‘allege’, ‘alleges’ 
or ‘allegedly’ should be rigorously applied with full intention.  
Otherwise an uncritical, probably prejudiced mind is at work 
from the start of the investigation.  
 
Nevertheless, the Criminal Procedures and Investigation Act, 
Codes of Practice ll   states that officers conducting 
investigations into criminal allegations should “pursue all 
reasonable lines of enquiry, whether these point towards or 
away from a named suspect.  Attempts to corroborate or 
undermine allegations must be made by the investigating 
officer. 4 
 
To respond to a narrative as automatically coming from a 
victim is not intelligence-led; it is inspired by a prejudgement 
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based on an emotional reaction to the story;  the police are 
then well down the road to believing gullibly in the narrative  
with dire consequences for the innocent and for 
investigative integrity. So, to talk about uninvestigated 
complainants as victims, with a right to compensation, is to 
act in a way that has prejudged the matter.   
 

Prior investigation before reaching any conclusions must 
involve examination of the likely veracity of the narrative 
and critical, open and impartial searching out the evidence – 
actual, verbal and printed (which must include hearing and 
recording the evidence of the suspect at interview).  This 
may lead the investigators to believe that abuse has 
genuinely taken place; then they must move ahead.   
 

If they find contradictions, inaccuracies or lies, then the path 
for that would also seem to be straightforward; enquire 
further with an open mind and a search for as full a picture 
of the truth that is supervised and open to genuine 
challenge.  
 
Consequences of uninvestigated assumptions 
 

Such an attitude is intrinsically inimical to the accused.  It 
leads to the binning of legitimate defence, leaves the Force 
open to charges of being “victim-led” (a fairer description 
would be ‘complainant-led’) and is dangerous to the 
impartial search for truth.  A recent report from the Scottish 
Police Federation stated that the IPCC was too often taking 
the part of the complainants against the police and making 
police the victims of partial procedure.  This is a highly 
contestable view that can be challenged by examination of 
IPCC findings; observations are commonly made on behalf of 
the police that mitigate their misconduct.5 More than that, 
justice would be better served if they examined their own 
assumptions about victims in relation to historic abuse cases. 
 

Educators, social workers, lawyers and the police should 
have no difficulty in responding to the initial hearing of an 
abuse narrative by saying, “I am listening very carefully and 
as sensitively as I am able to your story.  I take it seriously 
and will investigate it thoroughly.  When I/we have done 
that we will come back to you and share our understandings 
and conclusions.”  The truly abused would be heard and 
hopefully supported, the suspect would be given respectful  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

treatment, with investigation running both towards or away 
from a named suspect.  False allegers would not be accorded 
victim status and all that it carries.   
 

To change the language of discourse and investigation 
means investing serious thought about the ability of 
language to direct our behaviour.  Inaccurate or loose 
language is employed by ACPO, the Home Office and the 
teaching profession, all of which are responding to much 
publicised media presentations on abuse.  They have no 
wish, understandably, to be challenged as sloppy in 
supporting victims and this fear has led, amongst other 
things, to predisposing language, mindset and behaviour 
that is inimical to the search for the truth and the integrity of 
all evidence. 
 

Unexamined mindsets lead to prejudiced behaviour.  In the 
case of enquires into alleged institutional abuse the 
consequences are complex and potentially toxic.  (Consider, 
for example, the situation of Haute de La Garenne in Jersey 
and the complete volte face that had to be made when due 
enquiry was made.) 6 
 

> Prejudgement privileges possible fabricators intent on gain 
of various sorts, not simply financial. 
 

> Prejudgement is inimical to the suspect (his past record 
and good character, present and future safety and his 
family’s interests).  His evidence is received with more 
scepticism than that of the complainant.  Healthy 
questioning should be the filter for the testimony of both 
complainant and alleged suspect. 
 

> Prejudgement is dangerous to the reputation of the police 
because it leads to poor investigation and disfavours the 
search for the truth. 
 

> Prejudgement is inimical to the truly abused.  False alleging 
discredits the chances for the truly abused who could be less 
likely to be believed in the face of demonstrable lying by 
others. 
 

> Prejudgement is an unnecessary and avoidable drain on 
the justice system and its integrity. 
 

These are sufficient reasons for investigators and their 
supervisors to examine the question of language and 
predisposing mindset. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes 

1.From the 1988 film, A Cry in the Dark, (the ‘Dingo Baby’ case) in which the mother was wrongly convicted of murdering her 

child. Directed by Fred Schepisi.  

2. Dwyer, Wayne, (2004) The Power of intention, Pub. Hay House. 

3. www.brainyquotes.com 

4. The Criminal Procedures and Investigation Act, Code of Practice Part II: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/447967/code-of-practice-approved.pdf 

5. Former IPCC Commissioner John Crawley (Guardian 08.04.09).  Speaking of the work of the IPCC in replacing the toothless 

PCA, he says; “Under the system the IPCC replaced, few complaints were substantiated, a tiny number of officers faced discipline, 

and police investigations were strung out over years. Figures from 2007/08 show that nothing much has changed under the IPCC. 

In that year, just 11% of complaints were upheld, but your chances of success varied wildly, depending on where you complained. 

In West Yorkshire or Humberside, 96% of all complaints were dismissed, but in Bedfordshire 20% were upheld. Even more 

worrying, just 1% of allegations of serious assault were substantiated. And as a result of complaints, only 15 officers lost their 

jobs, one was demoted, and 24 were fined a few days' pay - a total of 0.028% of the national workforce.”   

I have no wish to impugn the large majority of upright officers, but these statistics disclose a complaints system that fails to 

identify or punish the minority who abuse their office, and it serves the decent majority ill. 

6. Haute la Garenne: see for instance: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-567013/Human-bone-centre-Jersey-childrens-

home-inquiry-actually-piece-wood-coconut-shell.html 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/447967/code-of-practice-approved.pdf
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-567013/Human-bone-centre-Jersey-childrens-home-inquiry-actually-piece-wood-coconut-shell.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-567013/Human-bone-centre-Jersey-childrens-home-inquiry-actually-piece-wood-coconut-shell.html
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Raising the Profile of the Falsely Accused 
Presentation to FACT Spring Conference, 23-04-16  

by 

Lucy Jones (wife of a man falsely accused) 

 

 

The presentation was opened with an 
explanation of what experience my 
husband and I had gone through and 
therefore why I was able to speak 
passionately to the conference. 
 
Holding back the tears as I spoke, I looked 
across the faces of the conference 
delegates and recognised the room 
empathised with every emotion I was 
describing.  
 
 

Whilst the number of falsely accused 
men in prison is unknown, the numbers 
of families who have contacted me 
since I started reaching out to people in 
my situation and since speaking to 
legal teams and support groups for 
people falsely accused, it is my 
estimate that there are over 1,000 men 
currently serving a sentence following a 
false accusation. 

The growth in the ageing population in 
prison and the rise in the number of 
men convicted of sex offences is 
shocking.  Within these statistics are a 
high number of miscarriages of justice 
and wrongfully convicted men. 
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As no corroborated evidence is 
required and in a lot of cases it is one 
person’s word against another, juries 
are frequently guessing who to 
believe.  How are fair trials achieved? 
 
Read a juror’s story at 
http://insidetime.org/a-jurors-tale/ 
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Above are a list of websites and support groups set up to help the falsely accused. They all work tirelessly to 

support those accused and their families. However, there does not appear to one co-ordinated voice.  Is it 

agreed a single voice is needed?  How can this be achieved? 

What are our next steps? 
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FACTion : FACT information, opinion and news 

FACTion is published roughly four times a year and is freely available to online readers. Paper copies are 

available to order for which we suggest a donation towards printing & postage of around £12.00 per 

annum. Copies are available free-of-charge to serving and former falsely accused prisoners. Please contact 

the Secretary to order a copy if you do not receive one regularly. We welcome enquiries from any member 

of the public interested in and supportive of FACT’s work, including academics, lawyers, politicians, 

journalists, students and any involved in the care of children and vulnerable adults, in either a professional 

or voluntary capacity.  

We invite articles, poetry, cartoons, photos, letters, obituaries, &c. for publication. Items must be 

copyright-free or have the owner’s written permission to publish. Submissions are included at the sole 

discretion of the Editor. Copyright remains the property of the author(s). Contact details must be provided 

but names may be changed upon request. Articles published in FACTion do not necessarily reflect the 

views or policy of the Editor or of FACT as an organisation.  

FACT is a voluntary organisation and gains income solely from membership subscriptions, sponsorship, 

donations and magazine/website advertising. If you/your company would like to include an advertisement 

or sponsor an edition of FACTion please contact the Secretary.  

Confidential FACT Helpline 0843 289 2016  

Whilst we are unable to give legal advice we do offer support to professionals in positions of trust facing 

false allegations, charges and/or convictions, or those found innocent but suffering problems resulting 

from any associated public hysteria & rumour. We also offer support to family members and friends. Calls 

cost around 5p per minute from a BT landline but may vary on other networks and could be much higher 

from a mobile phone.  

Addresses 

FACT, 83 Ducie Street, Manchester M1 2JQ  

Website: www.factuk.org 

Twitter: @factukorg https://twitter.com/FACTukorg Articles for Publication in FACTion: 

faction.editor@gmail.com 

Chairman: Nicholas Griffin at FACTchairman@outlook.com 
Secretary: Brian at sec@factuk.org 
Treasurer: Anne at akalibry@btinternet.com  

Membership: factmembership@gmail.com 

Press & Helpline Co-ordinator: Hotatio Goodden at horatiogoodden@ btinternet.com  

mailto:faction.editor@gmail.com
mailto:factmembership@gmail.com
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FACT requests that the Government instigate a full inquiry into the handling of accusations of historic sex abuse by the 

police, the CPS and the courts 

 

A massive growth in claims of historical sex abuse in the UK is leading to thousands of wrongful arrests and convictions, 

says FACT (Falsely Accused Carers and Teachers). 

 
And following the decision by the Metropolitan Police Commissioner to instigate an inquiry into the way that police 

investigate high profile historic sex abuse cases, FACT believes a broader review is necessary to determine the full scale of 

the problem. 

 
Behind these well publicised cases, the police and the CPS are applying the same position of unconditional belief to 

thousands of cases. 

 
FACT is calling on the Government to recognise that there is wholescale denial of justice that has reached epidemic 

proportions. It wants the Government to set up a wide-ranging inquiry into this issue to bring balance and proportion back 

to historic sex abuse investigations. 

 
The existing process and hysteria is undermining what we recognise are very genuine cases that must get a full and proper 

investigation. Options such as the removal of compensation, anonymity for the accused, prosecution and the removal of 

anonymity of false accusers, statute of limitations must all be considered to balance the scales of justice and FACT will do 

all it can to assist with this. 

 
The Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe, speaking on the Today programme on BBC Radio 4, said: 

“I think we’ve really got hung up on this word belief…it’s confused officers. 

Now we want to be open-minded, what they (the victims) tell us and then what the suspects tell us, and then we’ve got to 

test all the evidence.” 

 
The changes to approach with regard to “belief” have brought about the explosion in cases and what FACT believes is a 

significant number of miscarriages of justice. It is estimated there were more than 70,000 investigations into (historical) 

child sex abuse in 2015 up 88% from 2012.1 It is also estimated that 40-50% of court time is now spent on trials of these 

types of cases. 

 
The predominance of belief extends to the courts and consequently thousands of men are wrongly sitting in prison. 

Government figures show older prisoners are the fastest growing group of prisoners; the number of those aged over 60 

grew by 120% and those aged 50–59 by 100% between 2002 and 2013. One of the reasons for this is the rise in claims of 

historical sexual offences.2 

 

Thousands of families across the country have been torn apart and even if eventually, the charges are dropped or the 

accused is acquitted, their lives and often the lives of their families are changed forever. 
 

FACT is concerned that the inquiry will be limited to simply considering the process that the Metropolitan Police adopt 

when accusations are first made. 

 
FACT believes there is a need for a national inquiry that considers the much wider issue of how justice is being applied 

where there is no evidence or corroboration. The police nationally have been applying a ‘guilty until proven innocent’ 

                                                 
1
 http://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/we-are-at-crossroads-in-how-we-deal-with-child-abuse 

2
 http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-committees/Justice/Older-prisoners.pdf 

 

 
The following is a press release which was sent out earlier this year to selected MP’s 

and ministers. The Media, to Newsdesks and TV Networks. 

http://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/we-are-at-crossroads-in-how-we-deal-with-child-abuse
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-committees/Justice/Older-prisoners.pdf
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presumption. They seek simply to justify the claim. They fail to consider whether there may be other reasons for a claim 

and whether the accused should also be believed. 

 
It is disappointing that the full terms of reference for the inquiry have not been made clear and that only a summary of 

the findings will be published but it at least brings the injustices of the current process into sharp focus. 

 
We also believe that there needs to be an inquiry to cover post-conviction. Those that maintain innocence are penalised 

in prison and have time-served reduction opportunities removed. 

 
The appeal process demands fresh evidence which in cases that happened 30, 40 or even 50 years earlier, is virtually 

impossible to provide. 

 
We welcome the Prime Minister’s prison reform initiative but do not believe this goes far enough in dealing with prisoners 

who pose no threat to society and have been incarcerated purely on an assumption of guilt by a jury system that gives 

little chance of a fair trial and will often convict without any evidence or corroboration. 

 

Notes to editors 

FACT (Falsely Accused Carers and Teachers) was formed in 2000 in response to police operations in the 1990’s that led to 

the trawling for allegations against members of the two professions. 

FACT is staffed by volunteers and has hundreds of members who pay a small subscription. 

FACT has a widely read and referenced website (http://www.factuk.org/). This received over 58,000 hits in January. 

FACT is seeking charitable status and hopes to achieve this shortly. 

FACT is able to provide a representative to present FACTs position on radio, TV and in the written media. 

FACT can be contacted through Nicholas Griffin by phone on 0754 273 1842 or by email  sec@factuk.org 

 

 

 

 
 

   IMPORTANT  AGM NOTES 
 

NOMINATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE POSITION OF CHAIRMAN. Nicholas has now come to         
the end of his extended appointment and has now decided to stand down. We are seeking a new      
chairman, preferably without any conviction so as to meet the new Charity Commission Rules 
coming into force in the not too distant future. 
 
We also need nominations for Committee positions, including that of Secretary, as again some 
members have come to the end of their appointment period as stated in the constitution.  
 
Forms and details will be issued closer to the AGM. If in the meantime you could fulfil or nominate 
someone for any positions listed on the back page then we would be very pleased to hear from 
you. Please send any correspondence on this matter to either:  

 
   FACT,  
   83 Ducie Street,  
   Manchester M1 2JQ,  
   
   or by email to; sec@factuk.org  

Thank You 

 
 

 

http://www.factuk.org/)
mailto:sec@factuk.org
mailto:sec@factuk.org
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FACT is a not-for-profit organisation founded more than16 years ago and is 100% run by 

volunteers. 
 

Due to attitudes and changes in the law we are moving further away from the precept of innocent until 
proven guilty. Add to this a zero risk tolerance in employment and we find ourselves being called upon more 

and more to support those who have been falsely accused of abuse when working in positions of trust 

(including volunteers) who are maintaining their innocence or have been cleared. As an organisations we 

need more volunteers to help us respond to these calls for help and to enable us to provide first class support 
to the victims of false allegations and their families, as well as to seek changes to reverse that increase. We 

need skills and experience across a broad range of areas. Many of our volunteers bring with them skills and 

training they have gained through their careers and previous volunteering or from their own personal 
experience of the devastating effects of false allegation and who want to use this to help others. 

 
We do not provide legal assistance or attempt to influence the outcome of a case, instead we provide 

information, practical support and comfort during a very difficult time when the victim can feel very much 
on their own, vulnerable and shunned by society. Many of the effects of false allegations last for life. 

 

Whilst FACT is a UK based organisation we recognise a spread of the problem worldwide and are often 

contacted from abroad. 
 

How You Can Help: 
 

MEMBERSHIP:  If you aren’t already, become a member.  

 

WEBSITE:           Website design. Sourcing and adding news and information 

 

TWITTER:            Managing and writing 

 

  MARKETING/COMMUNICATIONS:  Producing leaflets, Producing PowerPoint presentations,  
          Producing Pod Casts and audio recordings at conferences 

 

  WRITING:  For website For FACTion Preparing responses to government consultations 
   Open letters & press releases representing FACT's opinion to governments and media 

 

EMAIL SUPPORT: Supporting individuals by email 

 

RESEARCH:  Find out about a topic and keep our knowledge up to date i.e. DBS, employment law, 

   parliament, Issues in other counties 

 

FUNDRAISING: Writing grant applications Finding funding sources 

 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR:  Supporting volunteers. Training and recruitment 

 

MANAGEMENT/COMMITTEE: 

 

These are not the only ways of helping. If you would like further information 

please contact our chairman Nicholas at: 
  factchairman@outlook.com  or Telephone 0843 289 7979 
 

mailto:factchairman@outlook.com

