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Carer Wins Appeal in
Landmark Ruling
A carer from Doncaster
accused of abusing
youngsters at a
Herefordshire school in
the 1960s and 1970s has
won his appeal and been
freed from a 13-year jail
term.
Frank Joynson sat
impassively as three top
judges - including
England and Wales' most
senior judge, the Lord
Lord Chief Justice
Baron Igor Judge
Chief Justice - ruled the
delay in bringing his case
to trial had caused unfair prejudice to his defence.
Mr Joynson, who was working at a school in South
Yorkshire when he was arrested, was found guilty in
November 2007 of 12 counts of indecent assault and
two counts of serious sexual assault at Hereford Crown
Court and jailed for 13 years.
The alleged offences related to a period between 1969
and 1972 when he was a house parent at Wessington
Court School, Herefordshire, an institution for troubled
youngsters. Lord Justice Toulson, sitting with the Lord
Chief Justice, Baron Igor Judge and Mr Justice
Maddison, said the Crown Court judge should have
stopped the trial after the prosecution's case as it was
an "abuse of process".
Five former pupils - all boys - alleged Mr Joynson had
sexually assaulted them when they were aged between
nine and twelve. Mr Joynson has always denied any
wrongdoing. Lord Justice Toulson said the court was
"troubled" by the delay and it had caused a "real
danger of prejudice" to Mr Joynson.

Speaking after his release Mr Joynson paid tribute to
his legal team and thanked F.A.C.T. for its unstinting
support of him whilst in prison - especially those
F.A.C.T. members who sent him cards and best wishes.
A F.A.C.T. spokesman said, “We are delighted that
Frank has been released, especially as he turned to
F.A.C.T. for support when first arrested”.
Whilst his case is another example of how the odds are
stacked against those accused of historical abuse the
fact that he has been released does suggest that slowly
the tide is turning. On a sad note, it is though a pity
that Norman Owen who died recently did not live long
enough to hear of this success. Norman was not only
convinced of Frank's innocence but also that of Dennis
Eagles, who was also charged with offences in
relation to his work at Wessington Court.

Obese Man Too Large for Prison
Michel "Big Mike" Lapointe has been released almost
three years early from his five-year sentence in a
Canadian prison because he was simply too fat for his
cell. The 450-pound former drug gang member could
not sit down in the chair provided in his Montreal cell,
and his body protruded six inches off both sides of the
bed.
This week, the Quebec Parole Board granted him early
parole, saying in its decision that he had been jailed
for 25 months under "difficult conditions due to his
health."
For his part, Lapointe sounded relieved to be sprung:
"I'm going to have a proper bed and finally have a
chair I can sit in," he said. "I want a normal life. I've
done some stupid things and I've paid for them."
Hopefully, the "normal life" Big Mike wants will
include a diet!

This FACTion is kindly sponsored by the Jarvis family
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Falsely Accused Carers and Teachers

Editorial

F.A.C.T. is a voluntary organisation which supports carers
and teachers who have been falsely accused and/or
wrongly convicted of child abuse, and campaigns on their
behalf for changes in investigative practice, and for
reform of the criminal justice system.

For most people associated with our campaign,
Christmas is a very poignant time of the year. For those
who are separated from their loved ones it is a
particularly difficult time and we hope that our
thoughts and prayers as well as our cards will help to
lift the spirits of those affected in this way.

Committee and Editorial Team
F.A.C.T. is managed by a national committee who can be
contacted as follows:
Chairman

Gail (gailsaunders@hotmail.co.uk)
02920513016

Secretary

Michael (sec@factuk.org)
02920 777499

Treasurer

Ian (treasurer@factuk.org)
01905 778170

Lobbying

Jim (james.hepburn@homecall.co.uk)
01873 830493

Membership

Joy & Ian (membership@factuk.org)
01594 529 237

Press

Gail (press@factuk.org)
02920 513016

Prison/Family Support

Joy (support@factuk.org)
01594 529 237

Parole Issues

George (jensenijensen@aol.com)
01633 815550

Contact and Correspondence
All correspondence should be sent to:
Correspondence Sec.
PO Box 838
Newport, Gwent,
Wales, NP20 9HX

F.A.C.T.’s two main regional groups can be contacted at:
F.A.C.T. North West,
secretary.factnorthwest@googlemail.com
(or by post via the national secretary)

I am also reminded of how over the years I have heard
many stories from our members about the special
Christmas celebrations which they organised at their
schools; tales of spectacular decorations which staff
would stay up through the night to display in order to
see the delight on the children’s faces at breakfast; the
giving of gifts to those children who were not able to
return home for the Christmas period and how staff
would often include them in part of their own family
celebrations. How sad it is that these once magical
memories have become tarnished by subsequent
events.
Finally, for 2008, we ended in what has now become
traditional fashion with our Christmas Vigil. An event
designed specifically to offer support and
encouragement to former prisoners whilst we
remember those who are yet to join us, and those who
continue their battle for justice. On a day of mixed
emotions it was particularly gratifying to welcome and
say hello for the first time to one member who has
been absent for eight years.
Best Wishes to all for 2009,
Gail Saunders

F.A.C.T. North Wales
P.O. Box 2161, Wrexham, LL13 9WQ
factnorthwales@wrexham.net

FACTion
FACTion is produced at approximately bi-monthly intervals at the
national committee’s discretion, and is provided free of charge to
F.A.C.T. members.
The editorial team welcome articles for publication, of between
150 and 1,500 words, and letters of not more than 200 words.
These should be sent, preferably by email, to
faction@factuk.org or by post to FACTion, P.O. Box 3074,
Cardiff, CF3 3WZ.
The editorial team reserve the right to edit any article or letter
sent for publication. All submissions must be accompanied by
your name and address which, on request, will be withheld
from publication.
The views contained in FACTion are not necessarily those of
F.A.C.T., or its national committee.
Contributors should be aware that FACTion also appears on
www.factuk.org/faction and therefore is, potentially, available to
everyone to read.
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For your New Year diary
Please note we have a new address for
general correspondence
Correspondence Sec.
PO Box 838
Newport
Gwent
NP20 9HX
01633 815550

FACTion
PO Box 3074
Cardiff
Wales
CF3 3WZ
02920 777 499
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Health and Nutrition
For those of you who watch what you eat, here's the
final word on nutrition and health. It's a relief to know
the truth after all those conflicting nutritional studies.
The Japanese eat very little fat and suffer fewer
heart attacks than Americans, Australians and Brits.
The Mexicans eat a lot of fat and suffer fewer heart
attacks than Americans, Australians and Brits.
The Chinese drink very little red wine and suffer
fewer heart attacks than Americans, Australians
and Brits.
The Italians drink a lot of red wine and suffer fewer
heart attacks than Americans, Australians and Brits.
The Germans drink a lot of beer and eat lots of
sausages and fats and suffer fewer heart attacks
than Americans, Australians and Brits.
Conclusion: Eat and drink what you like. Speaking
English is apparently what kills you!

Insurance Casebook
I thought my window was down but when
I put my head through it I realised it wasn't.
My car was parked legally when it backed into a bus.

Chris Saltrese
Solicitors
Chris Saltrese Solicitors is a law firm providing a
premium service in representing clients accused of
sexual offences and domestic violence, in
criminal proceedings. We have unrivalled
expertise in these areas, both regionally and nationally.
Many of our clients face allegations as a result of
• domestic or relationship disputes
• contact disputes
• mental health problems
• financial incentives
and have no prior experience of the criminal justice
system. Often these allegations involve
uncorroborated, historic allegations.
In this complex arena specialist legal advice and
representation is vital especially as recent changes in
the law, designed to convict genuine offenders, also
put the innocent at greater risk of injustice.
We particularly welcome carers, teachers, and
health care professionals who have been accused of
abuse and are likely to be subject to a criminal
investigation. Where allegations have been made we
would be happy to advise, whether or not criminal
investigations are underway.
For further information please contact
Chris Saltrese Solicitors
13 Scarisbrick New Road,
Southport, PR8 6PU
Tel: 01704 535 512
Fax: 01704 533056
Email: mail@chrissaltrese.co.uk

The man panicked and didn't know which
way to run so I ran over him.
I'd been driving for 45 years when
I fell asleep at the wheel and crashed.

SCHOOLS OUT
Scenario:

I was stationary and travelling in the opposite
direction when I hit a car travelling the other way.

Johnny and Mark get into a fistfight after school.

When I caught sight of my mother-in-law in the driving
mirror, I lost control and finished up in the river.

Crowd gathers. Mark wins.
Johnny and Mark shake hands
and end up mates. Crowd disburses

I warned the cow by blowing my horn
but it just stood there and said "moo".
In the thick fog, I turned into the wrong driveway
and collided with a tree I don't have.
When I saw smoke coming out of the engine, I
knew the car was on fire so I took the dog out
and smothered it with a wet blanket.
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1977

2007
Police are called, Armed Response Unit
arrives and arrests Johnny and Mark.
Mobiles with video of fight confiscated as
evidence. They are charged with assault,
ASBOs are taken out and both are suspended
even though Johnny started it. Diversionary
conferences and parent meetings conducted.
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Historic allegations and the right
to a fair trial
As the media frenzy surrounding the Jersey care home investigation continues, Mark Barlow outlines the
challenges of representing defendants against historic allegations.

Allegations of past sexual abuse create enormous
challenges for everyone involved within the criminal
justice process. The sensational media reporting of the
Haut de la Garenne children’s home investigation in
Jersey is reminiscent of that surrounding the North
Wales inquiry and the resulting police operations in
Cheshire and Liverpool in the 1990s. The very nature of
the subject matter, the abuse of children, produces the
natural desire of bringing to justice the perpetrators of
such vile crimes with little thought to the protection of
the innocent. Such press speculation is in danger of
prejudging whether abuse has in fact occurred when
that is ultimately the role of the jury to decide. This
compromising of the right to a fair hearing in such a
difficult investigation highlights the real need for the
courts to safeguard the fairness of any resulting trial.
Many lessons have been learnt over the years
concerning the conduct of retrospective investigations
into care homes, not only by the police but also the
legal establishment. The growing criticism from the
media, lawyers and parliament have led to the
acceptance that a new genre of miscarriages had been
created. History has shown that abolishing the need for
corroboration, together with the shift in the law of
similar fact evidence, has paved the way for an
explosion in the prosecution of historic sexual offences
and the charging of significant numbers of care home
staff with abuse. It has simply become a numbers
game, where the greater the quantity of accusers or
offences the more difficult it is to challenge, and
ultimately this seals the fate of the accused.
Unfortunately for those accused in care home cases,
the ‘trawling’ for complainants has provided fertile
conditions for false allegations, enhanced by the desire
for financial enrichment by some former residents. But
it is the passage of time between the alleged offence
and the allegation which creates real difficulties for the
legal process. The loss of important evidence, from
missing records to the death of crucial witnesses,
combined with the delay challenges the defendant’s
right to a fair hearing, as all they can do is to deny each
allegation and place their trust in the fairness of the
criminal process.
Abuse has happened in such homes, but the scale on
which police forces conducted such enquires has
resulted in care workers of good character finding
themselves convicted of crimes that either never
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happened in the first place, or were perpetrated by
others.
Today many care workers continue to protest their
innocence from within their cells hoping that one day
their protests will be considered seriously by the
appellant courts.
This short article cannot cover all the complex legal
issues that arise in historic cases. It concentrates upon
Lord Justice Hooper’s judgments in two important care
home appeals: R v Burke [2005] EWCA Crim 29 and R v
Anver Sheikh [2006] EWCA Crim 2625. These represent
an important benchmark in preserving the individual’s
right to a fair trial and acknowledges the inherent
prejudices that exist in such cases.
The traditional approach where a delay has occurred
was to raise the issue of abuse of process before the
trial judge. Following R v Smolinski [2004] EWCA Crim
1270 any application for a stay because of the delay is
now made once all the evidence has been heard,
thereby enabling the judge to be able to evaluate the
prejudice caused.
The leading authority and cornerstone for delay cases
for many years was the AG Reference No 1 of 1990
[1992] 95 Cr App R 296. This ensured that it was only in
the most exceptional cases that the court of appeal
would interfere with the discretion of the trial judge
who allowed a case to go before the jury. Very little
consideration was made upon the actual prejudices
caused to the fairness of the process.
In the context of care home cases, the loss of records or
death of important witnesses very rarely stopped the
prosecution. The arguments did not concentrate upon
the fundamental right to a fair hearing and ignored the
consequences of the missing evidence upon that right.
The accepted jurisprudence was that so long as an
adequate delay direction was given, the trial was
considered fair. It was this refusal to properly analyse
the prejudices caused by missing evidence that
prompted a change in approach by defence lawyers in
challenging the safety of the resulting convictions in
care home cases.
In the appeal of Anthony Burke, Tony Jennings QC
concentrated his arguments upon the missing
documents, records of when the appellant was on duty,
and the resulting prejudice that it had caused. Lord
Justice Hooper recognised that those crucial records,
the absence of which made it impossible to confirm
December 2008

whether the appellant had the opportunity to abuse the
complainant in the circumstances alleged, prevented
the accused from having a fair trial. This was an
important step forward within the context of care home
appeals.
Anver Sheikh was convicted in May 2002 of committing
serious sexual assaults upon two residents of a care
home in North Yorkshire. The conviction was quashed
by the court of appeal in February 2004 and a retrial
ordered, and during the retrial the judgment in Burke
was handed down.
Similarly, Anver Sheikh was accused of abusing a
resident while he was on duty. However, the date
identified covered a very narrow time period, during
which it was not even possible to ascertain that Anver
was actually employed at the home. No staff rotas or
personal files could be found and only these could have
established whether the opportunity to abuse arose. An
application, made by Paddy Cosgrove QC, that no fair
trial was possible due to the loss of crucial records was
rejected and the jury convicted.
Lord Justice Hooper, in quashing the convictions from
the retrial, highlighted that a trial judge had to carry out
a very careful scrutiny of the evidence in order to
establish whether a fair trial was possible. It was the
resulting prejudice that had to be at the forefront of
that analysis. Without those records, no trial, regardless
of any directions to the jury, could safeguard the
defendant.
The effect of these judgments can be summarised as: (a)
where the missing records would settle the matter one
way or the other, then no fair trial was possible; and (b)
where the missing records would merely have been
further evidence in the case, their absence did not
render the trial unfair, especially if the judge gave the
jury a strong direction on the prejudice to the
defendant within the delay direction.
While these judgments are to be applauded, there is a
real need for the courts to appreciate that, given the
rather unique nature of care home cases, it must be the
protection of the accused which should be at the
forefront of the criminal process. The desire to do
‘justice to a victim’ can interfere with that fundamental
right due to the emotive nature of the accusation and
the prejudice caused by the delay. The individuals who,
later in their lives find themselves accused of abusing
children in their care, have an expectation that they will
be protected from false allegations.
The question that remains to be answered is how far
the courts will go to protect the right to a fair hearing in
these types of cases. Where specific prejudice can be
easily demonstrated the courts are willing to step in and
safeguard a defendant. However, this arbitrary line
ignores the reality of care home cases in that the delay
will always be prejudicial to the accused. By limiting the
prejudice to the specific allegation of abuse, the

McSparran
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defendant’s right to demonstrate the falsity of the
accuser’s account by reference to contemporaneously
recorded documents questioning the credibility of the
complainant, also creates serious prejudice to the
fairness of the trial.
Where credibility is central, the inability to undermine
the prosecution’s case because of the delay should be
recognised as an infringement of the right to a fair
hearing and resulting convictions cannot be considered
to be safe. This further undermines the fairness of the
trial process and increases the risk of innocent
individuals being convicted. The risk of being wrongfully
convicted for those suspected of abuse at the Haut de la
Garenne home is a real one. Valuable lessons have been
learnt in this jurisdiction about how best to safeguard a
fair trial. Whatever happens in Jersey there will always
be criticism from some quarter. What is important, is
that the basic and fundamental right of an individual
to a fair hearing is not compromised.
Ultimately, the justice system is entrusted to ensure
that the innocent are not convicted and that the rights
of the individual are safeguarded.
Mark Barlow is a barrister specialising in criminal law at Garden
Court North Chambers, Manchester and is a member of the
Northern Ireland Bar. We are grateful to him and to the
Independent Lawyer, who first published this article, for allowing
us to reproduce it here.

Key points
• Retrospective investigations into allegations of past
sexual abuse in care homes calls for the courts to
safeguard the fairness of any resulting trial.

• Unfortunately for those accused of care home cases
the 'trawling' for complainants has provided fertile
conditions for false allegations.

• It is the passage of time between the alleged offence
and the allegation that creates real difficulties for
the legal processes.

• Two important care home cases, R v Burke and R v
Anver Sheikh, represented an important benchmark
in preserving the individuals right to a fair trial, and
acknowledges inerrant prejudices that exist in such
cases.

• The desire to do 'justice to a victim' can interfere
with that fundamental right of the accused to a fair
trial, due to the emotive nature of the accusation
and the prejudices that are caused by delay.

• Where credibility is central, the inability to
undermine the prosecution's case because of the
delay should be recognised as an infringement of the
right to a fair hearing.
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Politicians backing teacher’s
appeal to Queen for mercy
Politicians in call to quash conviction. Queen asked to exercise Royal Prerogative of Mercy
You won’t find many cases like David Bell’s.
His application to be granted the Royal Prerogative
of Mercy over an assault conviction has been backed
by well over 60 politicians from across the political
divide the Northern Ireland Assembly and represents
a clear majority of members.
It started in June 2002 at Laurelhill Community
College in Lisburn, when a twelve year old girl
became upset and threw her books in the bin after
he reprimanded her. A short time later, still looking
distressed, she asked to go to the toilet.
“I was dealing with something else and she was
saying “Sir, Sir, Sir” in the background. She had her
head down and looked a bit depressed so I just
touched her under the chin and said, “cheer up”. I
had told her off for messing about and I was trying
to reassure her that it wasn’t the end of the world,”
the teacher told me.
The incident spun out of control a few days later
when the year 8 pupil made a complaint. She
accused Bell, a Technical Design teacher, of walking
his fingers between her breasts to her chin, a claim
supported by a classmate. Child protection policy
swung into action, Bell was suspended from duty
and police were called in.
Bell’s legal team warned him to expect two years in
jail for sexual assault, but, shortly before the court
case, the witness changed her evidence and backed
the teacher’s account.
Instead of withdrawing the case, prosecutors offered
a deal. If Bell pleaded guilty to common assault he
would get an absolute discharge. “I was told that I
would get a heavier sentence if I fought it,” he said.
The implications of accepting a conviction soon
became clear. The school issued a disciplinary
warning, which stays on his record. When he
returned to work, Bell was seen as vulnerable, with
one boy falsely claiming the teacher had punched
him. In fact, the pupil’s bruises turned out to be the
result of a fight in the playground.
By the end of 2004 the strain was telling, and Bell
was off with stress. In May 2005 he was found
medically unfit for work and his contract was
terminated.
Since then, a judicial review to overturn his sentence
has been turned down and Secretary of State Shaun
Woodward recently refused to recommend the
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Royal Prerogative of Mercy on the grounds that
there has been no new evidence since the trial.
“The Secretary of State may have misdirected
himself and laid himself open to a judicial review. If
all the facts were known at the outset, this case
might never have come to court,” said Jim Allister,
also a QC. The SDLP’s Carmel Hanna says that she
will be working with other South Belfast MLAs to
bring an adjournment motion in the Assembly asking
for the prerogative to be extended.
It has been granted in far more controversial cases.
Last year it emerged that, on government advice,
the Queen extended it to at least 16 IRA prisoners or
on the run terrorists guilty of 33 offences. These
offences included possession of firearms,
membership of a proscribed organisation, conspiracy
to murder and causing explosions.
Beneficiaries included Angelo Fusco, Patrick
Campbell and Paul Magee, who escaped from
Crumlin Road jail in 1981 and were convicted in their
absence for their part in the 1980 murder of Herbert
Westmacott, an SAS Captain.
Bell’s conviction and disciplinary warning suggest
that a teacher may only touch a pupil to protect
them from danger, but this itself contradicts official
guidelines issued to teachers.
According to a circular issued to teachers “Pastoral
Care in Schools: Child Protection”. “It is unnecessary
and unrealistic to suggest teachers should touch
pupils only in emergencies. Particularly with younger
pupils, touching them is inevitable and can give
welcome reassurance”. It continues, “touching may
be appropriate where a pupil is in distress and needs
comforting. Teachers should use their own
professional judgement.”
Although David Bell received an absolute discharge,
the conviction has cast a slur which has made it
impossible for him to carry on his career as a teacher
and has left him still suffering from depression six
years later.
Ed note: By constitutional convention, the Government
are responsible for recommending to Her Majesty the
exercise of the Royal Prerogative of Mercy. The Royal
Prerogative of Mercy has traditionally been exercised in
three ways: in a free pardon, a conditional pardon or the
remission, or partial remission, of the penalty imposed by
a court. It is necessarily reserved for the most exceptional
of circumstances and pardons are extremely rare.
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The former carers, the lawyers and
the Lord Chief Justice

article by Mark Newby, Solicitor Advovcate
Jordan's solicitors

“There is no such thing as justice
in the abstract; it is merely a
compact between men”
In 300 BC the Greek Philosopher Epicurus made the
above statement and some two thousand years later
this statement has never been a truer epitaph of the
current state of our justice system and the participants
within it.
Both the Court of Appeal and Criminal Cases Review
Commission, our public bodies for Justice depend upon
the interaction of a number of participants to decide
whether justice ought to be done in any particular case.
Take, for example, the Criminal Cases Review
Commission. This relies upon the key subordinate to the
commissioners, the case review manager to pick up a
case and determine what investigations and actions
should be taken to advance a case. One of the greatest
difficulties that have to be confronted therefore is the
personal baggage that the review manager or indeed
the court brings to the review of any case. This problem
is never more severe than when confronted with the
allegations that decent ordinary people have committed
the most serious sexual offences against the individuals
in their care many decades ago.
There is no doubt this occurs within the background of a
public witch hunt over child abuse issues which seriously
undermines any fair and open review of these cases.
This is because the vehicles of justice operate within a
reactive society. Take the tragic plight of Baby P. No
platitudes can express the horror of what that poor child
had to endure. One of the results however of society’s
knee jerk reaction to this will be a disproportionate
increase in care proceedings and social services
intervention. The inevitable consequence of which will
be that perfectly decent people will lose their families
when such intervention would not be called for.
So we are bound to this system of justice which we have
in this country, relying on the interaction of individuals
to deliver that justice and one which is necessarily
reactive to events. That should come as no surprise to
members of F.A.C.T. - consider a further public example
- the police investigation in Jersey. The horrendous
television coverage in this case with at its height Sky TV
“being live whilst they break through to the cellar” is
indicative of the media frenzy that is self fulfilling. The
result in the end has been a concession that no-one was
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murdered. Yet this did not stop former residents making
fanciful assertions, egged on by the media.
These are not the only examples. We have seen a
number of articles over some of our cases where
teachers and carers on conviction have been described
as monsters and even more offensive terms fuelled by
the same frenzy to sell copy by sensational reporting.
That sensationalism is soon forgotten when the person
involved is released by the Court and the reliability of
the allegations made against him is seriously
questioned.
It was within this reactive context that the Historical
Abuse Appeal Panel (HAAP) was created and sought to
legally redress the balance. When it started its life in
September 2003 the Panel had two aims. Firstly to seek
to challenge these serious miscarriages of justice and
secondly, for the first time for lawyers to speak out in a
public way and create an agenda for something to be
done. Perhaps the greatest problem for the panel was
its early swift success with the case of Anver Sheikh in
2004, that combined with the Home Affairs Select
Committee Report gave an impression that progress
would be swift and quick. This created an entirely wrong
impression because to challenge the reactive pro child
abuse culture that had been created in these witch
hunts, would only be achieved by a long and bloody
battle. A battle in which some of the participants akin to
any battle would fall by the way side.
continued on page 8

SCHOOLS OUT
Scenario:
Jeffrey won't sit still in class,
disrupts other students.

1977
Jeffrey is sent to the principal's office and given
six of the best. Returns to class, sits still
and does not disrupt class again.

2007
Jeffrey is given huge doses of Ritalin.
Counselled to death. Becomes a zombie.
Tested for ADD. School gets extra funding
because Jeffrey has a disability.
Drops out of school.
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One of the problems for HAAP was that unlike some
armies, HAAP was not effectively funded. Promises over
funding went on and on and to this day the promised
funding, despite case plans and documents required to
be lodged, has not been forthcoming. Within that
context certain lawyers fell by the way side and the
willingness of other lawyers to join was seriously
hampered with no effective funding being available.
From a lawyers perspective, apart from the immediate
appeal after conviction, if you think care home case then
you needed to think pro bono (without charge). Yet
despite that the work had to proceed because this
battle is not only about ensuring that society does the
right thing so far as former carers and teachers are
concerned but that the balance of a system completely
out of sync is redressed. So the meetings continued,
very regular meetings with the All Party Abuse Group,
Meetings with the CCRC, meetings with ACPO, and the
odd audience or two with very senior court of appeal
judges.
All of this was aimed at a drip feed approach to ingrain
in those participants of the system that these cases
were wrong and unsafe. Those meetings have continued
right up to today. They are not meetings that are subject
to public reporting, that would defeat the purpose of
them. It has been a sad and unfortunate assumption by
certain members of FACT that considerable work has
not been done. That brings us neatly to the Cambridge
Research Project, another ghost that ought to be laid to
rest so that we can move on. Real and substantial
research is never undertaken on a shoe string, but in the
absence of any research you have to start somewhere. It
was in that context that I commissioned one of
Cambridge University’s researchers to commence
research work. It was not a joint project with anyone but
I let FACT know about it in the hope that what would
come out of it would open the door to further work. The
project was entirely funded by Mark Barlow and I, not
by FACT, nor by HAAP. There would have been further
research and in that context two members of FACT
contributed monies which we still hold.
Sadly, after preparing a first substantial report the
researcher moved on and did not finalise the study;
however the work she did has identified some
important issues which can be built upon. I have now
authorised that that report should be released.
But the real issue is not what happened with the project
we did undertake but what FACT as an organisation
needs to do to build upon it. If FACT are to obtain
research, and it needs some, particularly on the key
issues of police practice, then it must commission
independent research which will come at a considerable
cost. The research on a shoe string ran to several
thousands of pounds.
Proper adequate research will cost tens of thousands of
pounds. It may however prove to be money well spent.
It is for FACT to decide what to do, but if anything is
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Crime - Team
Specialists in all aspects of Criminal Defence work
including, Magistrates Court, Crown Court Advocacy,
High Courts including the Court of Appeal, and
C.C.R.C. applications.
We also offer help UK wide on Prison Law including:
• Prison Adjudications
• Sentence Planning
• Re Categorisation
• Tariff Representation
• Lifer Panels
• Human Rights Issues
We are also the managing firm of the Historical
Abuse Appeal Panel (HAAP) and have an unrivalled
reputation for dealing with abuse allegations of a
historical nature especially those in which it is alleged
multiple or serious sexual offences took place.
Crime-Team is a division of Jordan's LLP
4, Priory Place, Doncaster, DN1 1BP
01302 365 374

taken on board it should be this, the research must be
entirely independent otherwise those who will be asked
to consider it will not deem it to have any credibility.
Enough of the past, we are in danger of falling into the
trap of reactiveness ourselves and so what of the future.
We have now seen some foot soldiers help create a real
platform for considerable change. After Anver Sheikh’s
first appeal in 2004 which did so much from a publicity
perspective a number of other cases followed. We had
in 2006 the Robson case arising from investigations in
Norwich, the judgment in that case by Moses L J was
significant and sought to redress the balance, pointing
to the judge having to act scrupulously in the context of
withdrawing counts from a jury and how he summed a
case up to a jury.
We also had the cases in Northern Ireland of Anderson
and Hewitt which we were able to contribute to,
demonstrating a robust view taken in Northern Ireland
by their appeal court going so far as to recall the
complainants to give evidence before them to test their
reliability.
In 2005 Tony Burke had a particularly difficult hearing
before the Court of Appeal (His solicitor was David
Woods). The Court quashed one set of convictions but
ordered the rest remain on the basis that the counts
that were quashed related to a particular set of lost
documents which would answer a specific set of
allegations for a specific event one way or the other.
That case was reported during the re-trial of Anver
Sheikh and become a central argument for stopping his
re-trial. The appeal was heard and Anver once again had
Continued on page 13
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C h r is t m a s V ig il
FACT’s third Christmas vigil took place at St Chad’s Cathedral
Birmingham on Saturday 29th November attended by over seventy
people. It was a great success thanks to Joy and Ian Gower and her
team who supplied all the food, decorations and of course the
organisation of the day. Following grace (see pages 10 and 11) we all
tucked in to seasonal fayre. This year the menu consisted of Cold
Beef, Cold Turkey, Poached Salmon, Vegetarian Quiches all with a
very wide choice of salads to suit the individual. The sweet was a
choice of Lemon Cheesecake, Chocolate roulade, Hazelnut roulade,
Raspberry Flan, Apple Tart, Blackberry and Apple Crumble and of
course Christmas Pudding. Mouth Watering! This magnificent repast
was followed by a Cheeseboard with Coffee, Tea and Chocolate Mints.
So you will have guessed by now that we were not exactly starved.
Lunch was followed by a seasonal selection of Christmas songs and
carols. The musicians, to whom we owed a great deal of thanks, were
Richard (FACT member) and two friends of his, Val and Mike who
had travelled from Norfolk especially to entertain us. We attempted
to do them justice by singing, playing drums and bells supplied by Val.
Then we came to the serious part of the day - the vigil. First a white
candle was lit for every innocent FACT member who had been
imprisoned or was still in prison and four red ones for four FACT
members who sadly died whilst in prison.
For those who did not yet had the opportunity to see this I shall
attempt to describe the moment. At the front of the hall were set up
two tables upon which were over one hundred candles, each set in its
own glass holder. Each were lit by men who had been recently
released from prison or the loved one of someone still in prison. Joy
read out a number of letters from men who were ‘otherwise
engaged’. These sometimes sad, sometimes humorous letters but
always full of gratitude and encouragement were such that I for one
felt very humble at the courage and cheerfulness of the writers.
Absent friends in every respect. We are grateful to all of them who
found time to write. Their efforts fuel our determination to succeed
in our attempts to clear the names of those so unjustly treated.
The final part of the vigil was a two minutes silence, a fitting tribute
to all those men and women represented by the candles or who had
passed away in recent times.
With our best wishes to you all, George and Iris
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For Food, in a world where many walk in hunger;

We are grateful
to all those who
attended our
Christmas Vigil
and helped to
make it a special
day. Thankyou

For Faith, in a world where many walk in fear;

Page 10
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For Friends, in a world where many walk alone,

Special thanks
to all those
who sent
messages of
support.
Thankyou

We give you thanks, O Lord. Amen
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continued from page 8

his conviction quashed, the court holding that there was the delay. The second strand to this was our argument
that because of missing documents the allegations were
a principle here that where documents answered a
unsafe. The problem for us was that we could only say
specific event or date then their absence meant no trial
that in relation to 2 complainants, and that in relation to
was safe. Importantly in Sheikh whilst there was
those the documents answered allegations not specific
another complainant who we criticised, the position
to a particular time or date. On a pure interpretation of
wasn’t so specific as to allow the court to interfere with
Sheikh the CCRC may well have concluded there was no
them on the same basis, yet the court quashed the
possibility the case would be quashed.
conviction in any event on the basis of similar fact.
However the Appeal Court in a landmark ruling agreed
Here enter the CCRC stage left. The Commission never
that these convictions were
accepted the propositions in
indeed unsafe and that Frank
Burke originally. Subsequently it
Mark Newby will speak on issues relating to
felt compelled to accept the
historical sexual abuse cases at a national legal could return home to his family
with his good name restored.
position once Sheikh was
conference to be held in early 2009. The
The Court actually raised some
decided. This wasn’t the first
conference is being coordinated by Garden
time the Commission had been
Court North Chambers and will bring together of the arguments themselves
stakeholders in the criminal justice system to
and indicated that the
caught short by Anver Sheikh.
debate the current challenges of historical
documents concerned, although
The CCRC however refused to
sexual
abuse
cases.
not tied to a particular date or
accept the general proposition
period would have affected the
that if the Crown rely on similar
The speaker list includes:
safety of the count. Not only
fact to obtain multiple
Lord Justice Hooper
convictions for a number of
John Weeden CB - Commissioner of the Criminal that but that if documents had
existed and would have cast
complainants, then it is only right
Cases Review Commission
doubt on the reliability of the
if a complainant’s reliability is
Patrick Cosgrove QC
complainant then it must follow
called into question that the
Mark Barlow of Garden Court North Chambers
A senior representative of the CPS
that the complainants reliability
remaining convictions should fall.
A senior representative of the Police
on the further counts would also
The Commission was wrong;
have been in doubt. Crucially
however the position was hardly
whilst the credibility of other complainants couldn’t be
helped in the CCRC referral of Colin Wake, where in our
directly challenged by firm grounds of appeal the
view the Court entirely fudged the issue, declining to
obvious consequence of the crown relying on similar
apply similar fact but not expressly setting out why.
fact and propensity must mean that if certain
This brings us right up to date. On Wednesday 26th
complainants fell they must all fall.
November 2008 we entered Court Room 4 at the Court
of Appeal – The Lord Chief Justice’s Court, to be greeted
continued on page 14
by a heavily constituted court of The Lord Chief Justice,
Lord Justice Toulson and Mr Justice Maddison. Baron
Judge, the new Lord Chief Justice is someone who has
spoken generally about the problems such cases cause
the Court and I had the pleasure of meeting him a short
Scenario:
while ago with Claire Curtis Thomas MP to discuss these
Billy breaks a window in his neighbour's car
cases. Lord Justice Toulson was Chairman of the Law
and his Dad gives him the slipper.
Commission and Mr Justice Maddison was the Recorder
of Liverpool and has in the past presided over care
1977
home trials. A tribunal of some weight.
Billy is more careful next time, grows up normal,
We had in Frank Joynson a man who had devoted over
goes to college, and becomes a successful
40 years to the care industry in an unblemished career
businessman.
until he faced these horrendous false allegations for
which he was convicted in 2007. Convicted despite
2007
there being serious questions over the reliability and
Billy's
dad
is
arrested
for
child abuse. Billy is removed
safety of the allegations. On the evidence of one of the
to foster care and joins a gang. Psychologist tells
complainants the abuse could not have happened as
Billy's sister that she remembers being abused
described because Frank was not at the school. Despite
herself and their dad goes to prison.
this the Jury convicted.
Billy's
mum has an affair with the psychologist.
This was an appeal based on both Sheikh Cases. The first
Psychologist gets a promotion.
argument was that the case was wholly unsafe and
should have been stayed because of the evidence and

HOME TRUTHS
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In doing so the court also laid to rest a false argument
advanced by the Crown that the absence of such
documents would not cause serious prejudice, and any
prejudice that was caused could be handled by the
court giving sound directions. That was a false premise
because without the documents it was impossible to
say what prejudice there was and how the defendant
in a case was affected. If this judgment is faithfully
applied by the Court and particularly the CCRC then
this represents a considerable and serious step forward
in challenging these terrible convictions.
And this brings us back to where we started from. We
are in a reactive system, the CCRC and the Court
generally react to events, how will they react to these
events and what now for the ongoing debate over
these cases? What shall we do now? Press on with
further appeals early in the new year, continuing to
fight in the same way we always have. We shall bear
well the odd snipe or criticism from the ill informed
because for me the success of Wednesday was not the
unbelievable result before the Lord Chief, nor the
thought necessarily of the legal implications of the case
but standing on a crowded train with Frank Joynson
knowing I was taking him home.
I want to see more appeals and more successes, I want
to see FACT there supporting these cases and building
on this to gain more media attention to the plight of
those involved in these cases. Substantial case
developments create and provide a strong impetus for
further action but it will be down to FACT to build upon
those changes and help create a public agenda. As Dr
Martin Luther King said: “Injustice must be exposed,
with all the tension its exposure creates, to the light of
human conscience and the air of national opinion
before it can be cured.”
Ed. note: we are grateful to Mark for taking the time out of a busy
schedule to update us on recent progress and congratulate him and
Mark Barlow on their success in the Frank Joynson case.

conviction for a sexually related offence should first find a
good solicitor, I was inevitably confronted with the
question as to how this might be done. Some had read
yellow pages, others had consulted advertisements in one
magazine or another or inspected a list produced to them
by a Citizen’s Advice Bureau and so on but none, so far as I
could tell, had asked close friends or relatives for advice as
to who to go to. They may have been due to
embarrassment, for few of us, especially the innocent you
may think, would want to confess to a near friend that one
was accused of being a paedophile. Yet just as there are
many good solicitors about, the problem is finding the
right one. What you need above all else is a highly
intelligent and resourceful lawyer who will make
him/herself expert for the day in whatever aspect of the
law with which you are concerned and apply himself with
vigour and diligence to your case. You solicitor will be
instructing Counsel for you so that, with his advice, you
should have a good team.
Sadly, in the case of those whose convictions (and
remember some of the concerned members had been
acquitted) were many years old the hope of overturning
them may be slight, but if one is willing to embark upon a
long ,detailed and time-consuming enquiry and the appeal
process, a conviction set aside (if it is) will have made the
journey worth while.
If the police, by trawling for victims and witnesses can
succeed in their efforts, so too may an innocent accused or
convicted person. However, as I warned my audience,

Clarke & Hartland Solicitors
48 The Parade, Roath,
Cardiff, CF24 3AB
02920 483 181
Clarke and Hartland Solicitors are a well established
firm of solicitors based in Cardiff with over 20 years
legal experience. We provide a range of legal services
and also specialise in CRIMINAL DEFENCE work.
•

We have developed a reputation for
excellence throughout Cardiff and the
surrounding area.

•

We offer personal attention with a
professional, friendly, reliable and efficient
service.

•

We provide high quality legal services which
you can rely on.

•

We are trusted for our high standards of
advocacy, knowledge and expertise.

•

Our rates are very competitive.

Over-turning Convictions
By Stanley Best
When I addressed the annual conference of FACT at St
Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, they were understandably
concerned with what those who had been wrongly
convicted some years earlier could do to overturn their
convictions.
Questions were pressed gently but firmly. One ex-teacher
in his thirties spoke of being treated from the first moment
that an allegation was made as though he must be guilty.
Inevitably the question of lie detectors arose. They are by
no means yet entirely successful so cannot be used and we
must rely on witnesses for prosecution and defence to tell
the truth and shame the devil, hoping that the twelve good
and true of the jury will get it right.
When I suggested to members that anyone facing
accusations of a sex crime or wanting to set aside a
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Clarke and Hartland have successfully defended a
number of cases where allegations have been made
against carers, teachers, and other professionals.
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although there is no property in a witness, so that in fact
prosecution and even former prosecution witnesses may be
interviewed, this should never be undertaken by the
accused but by his solicitor or a highly experienced enquiry
agent instructed by the solicitor. There are rules which
govern this so do not try to do it yourself. You risk a charge
of attempting to pervert the course of justice.
Finally, a member asked whether false accusers, when
detected, have to pay back any compensation they have
received. The answer is that they do. Where an allegedly
fraudulent claim is reported to the Criminal Injuries
Authority (CICA), it claims to report to the police for
investigation. Where the CICA is told by the police that they
suspect an allegation of assault to be untrue, a record is
made so that where a court finds the allegation unfounded
the CICA sets out to recover the money, as it should.
The law is there to protect the innocent, but remember too
that the law is not a game, nor is it for amateurs.
Stanley Best is a practising barrister and Chairman of the
British Legal Association
Ed Comment: We regret that due to limitations of space this
article has been shortened.

Prime Minister Visits School
Gordon Brown was visiting a primary school and he visited
one of the classes which was in the in the middle of a
discussion related to words and their meanings. The
teacher asked Mr. Brown if he would like to lead the
discussion on the word 'tragedy'. So the illustrious leader
asked the class for an example of a 'tragedy'.
A little boy stood up and offered: “If my best friend, who
lives on a farm, is playing in the field and a tractor runs
over him and kills him, that would be a tragedy.”
“No”, said Gordon “that would be an accident.”

Church Fete
A care worker worker took a group of blind children
on a coach outing. It was a beautiful day and they
came to a village where a Church Fete was being held.
The village green was quite large. There were stalls
around the sides, a band was playing at one end and
Morris dancers at the other, while children’s games
were being held in the vicarage garden.
It was colourful and noisy and the carer stopped and
asked one of the ladies if he could park the coach
somewhere and let the children out to enjoy what
was going on. The lady was quite agreeable, but did
question whether the children would get much
enjoyment from it as they were blind.
“Oh, they’ll love it” replied the carer. They can buy
something from the stalls, they’ll enjoy the music and
the atmosphere. Perhaps they they can play a game
of football on the field with a ball which has a bell in
it. We have it in the coach and I’ll get it out for them
to use later.”
All went well, with the children seeming to really
enjoy themselves, and then a space was found for
them to play with their football. Not long afterwards,
the lady who had been so helpful rushed to the
vicarage garden and shouted, “Vicar, Vicar, come
quickly. You remember that group of blind children ?
Well they are all trying to kick the Morris dancers, it
mayhem out there!”

HOME TRUTHS
Scenario:

A little girl raised her hand: “If a school bus carrying fifty
children drove over a cliff, killing everyone inside, that
would be a tragedy.”

Ahmed fails high school English.

“I'm afraid not”, explained Gordon - “that's what we
would call great loss.”

Ahmed retakes his exam,
passes and goes to college.

The room went silent. No other children volunteered.
Gordon searched the room. “Isn't there someone here
who can give me an example of a tragedy?”
Finally, at the back of the room, little Johnny raised his
hand. In a quiet voice he said: “If a plane carrying you and
Mr Darling was struck by a 'friendly fire' missile and blown
to smithereens, that would be a tragedy.”
“Fantastic!” exclaimed Gordon. “That's right. And can you
tell me why that would be tragedy?”
“Well,” says little Johnny “it has to be a tragedy, because it
certainly wouldn't be a great loss and it probably wouldn't
be a flipping accident either!”
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1977

2007
Ahmed's cause is taken up by
local human rights group. Newspaper articles
appear nationally explaining that making
English a requirement for graduation is racist.
Civil Liberties Association files class action
lawsuit against state school system and his
English teacher. English is banned from
core curriculum. Ahmed is given his
qualification anyway but ends up
mowing lawns for a living because
he cannot speak English.
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SPORTS QUIZ
1

In which country is the word for football
a) jalkapallo and b) podosfairo (2 answers)

CHRISTMAS QUIZ
1. In what year were the Romanian President
Ceauscesceau and his wife shot on Christmas
day?

2.

How were false starters in the ancient olympic
games punished?

3.

In what kind of swimming race do competitors
start in the water rather than by a racing dive?

4.

Which country won every Olympic men’s hockey
gold medal from 1928 to 1964?

5.

In show-jumping, how many faults are incurred
for knocking down a fence?

6.

Which game is reputed to have started at
Harrow School in the 19th Century?

7.

How many players are there in a Rugby Union
team?

8.

How many feet long is a full-length snooker
table?

8. In the familiar carol, what line follows “God rest
ye merry Gentlemen”?

9.

Which British driver won a Formula 1 World
Driver’s championship in a car he designed?

9. Which family is the centre of interest in Dicken’s
“A Christmas carol”?

10. Which golf course hosts the US masters?
11. What name is given to a female horse under the
age of 4?
12. For which team did Dixie Dean score a record 60
goals in a season?
13. How long does a boxer have to reach the
required weight if he fails to make the target at
the official weigh in?
14. Man United were the first team to score 9 goals
in one game in the Premiership. Against whom?
15. What did marathon Olympic winner Abebe Bihila
wear on his feet?
16 Which tennis player was stabbed whilst on
court?
17 What do the symbols on the Olympic Flag stand
for?
18. In the Olympics 5 events make up the modern
pentathlon? They are swimming, pistol shooting,
cross-country running, show-jumping. What is
the 5th?
19 In which city did the first modern Olympic
Games take place?

2. Which King of England was crowned on Christmas
day?
3. On Christmas day 1967, Paul McCartney
announced his engagement to who?
4. Name the Russian composer that wrote a piece
about a nutcracker.
5. Who was the first spirit-like visitor seen by
Ebenezer Scrooge?
6. Which people first brought Christmas to the New
World in colonial times?
7. In France the nativity scene is called what?

10. What line follows “Twas the night before
Christmas, when all through the house”?
11. Who was the first ghost to visit Ebenezer
Scrooge?
12. In which Ocean is Christmas island?
13. In the familiar song The 12 Days of Christmas,
what is the gift on the fourth day?
14. What colour are the flowers of the Christmas
cactus?
15. Which corporation invented the Santa Claus
character (i.e. the red coat)?
16. What is myrrh?
17. Which Christmas carol contains the lines "Above
thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go
by"?
18 Jesus was born in a manger. What is a manger?
19. Who were 'sore afraid' when visited by an angel?
20. Who wrote the book called 'The Snowman' which
went on to become a classic animated Yuletide
short film?

20. How long, in miles, is a marathon race?

Answers on the back page
No cheating!
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No cheating!
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Silence is Golden
Just as news came through of Frank Joynson’s
successful appeal F.A.C.T. received news that Detective
Constable Steve Perkins, Detective Constable Sue
Prosser, and Detective Sergeant Martyn Barnes of West
Mercia police were awarded a Divisional
Commendation for their tenacity and detective ability
during the investigation into the criminal activities of a
teacher at Wessington Court School. A press release
issued by the police states: “In April 2006, police began
an investigation into allegations of sexual and physical
abuse of pupils at the aforementioned school by a
member of staff, Frank Joynson. The complaints
spanned a period of three decades and it was soon
realised this would be a large, lengthy and complex
investigation. DC Perkins and DC Prosser travelled
throughout the UK to meet and build up relationships
with the many victims and witnesses in the case. The
accounts taken were almost always harrowing,
embarrassing and traumatic. Their diligence,
professionalism, together with their detective and
interpersonal skills enabled them to gather vital
evidence that was critical to the outcome of the case.
In November 2007, Joynson was found guilty at
Hereford Crown Court on 14 counts of sexual abuse
including rape, which resulted in a total of 39 years
imprisonment, though many were concurrent. This
ensured he would spend the next 13 years in prison.
Two further members of the Constabulary staff
received Chief Constable's or Divisional Commendations
for their part in the investigation."

Relationships
So here we have it - confirmation that by travelling
round the country building up relationships with
“victims and witnesses” police officers are not only able
to secure convictions but will get commended for doing
so. Since when have police officers taken on the mantel
of social workers. The police’s job is to investigate
objectively and not make subjective relationships.
All very bizarre given the Lord Chief Justice’s comments
regarding the abuse abuse of process in this case.
Strange we have not heard anything from the West
Mercia police about the Appeal Court’s ruling or even a
hint that the commendation could be withdrawn.

Over £1 Million Pounds Compensation
The same commitment to making relationships with
victims was also evident within the ‘abuse team’ at
Abney Garsden McDonald, who along with ten other
solicitors acted on behalf of members of the
Wessington Court Group Action. It is anticipated that
with 30 complainants the total amount paid out in
compensation would exceed over £1million pounds.
Perhaps not surprisingly Frank Joynson's resounding
victory does not even get a mention on either the West
Mercia Police, or the Abuselaw.co.uk website of Abney
Garsden McDonald. Silence is golden.
December 2008

Thankyou to all those
(too many to mention)
who sent in snippets
and quizzes for this
Christmas Edition

Full Marks For Effort
Ever been irritated by those people who say they
are giving more than 100%? What can they
possibly mean?

Here's a little mathematical formula that might
help you answer these questions:
If:
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Is represented as:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26.
Then H-A-R-D-W-O-R-K
8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11 = 98%
and K-N-O-W-L-E-D-G-E
11+ 14+15+23+ 12+5+4+7+5 = 96%
But, A-T-T-I-T-U-D-E
1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 100%
However, B-U-L-L-S-H-I-T is
2+21+12+12+19+8+9+20 = 103% !
So, one can conclude with mathematical certainty
that while hard work, knowledge and attitude will
get you close to 100%, it's the bull**** that
counts !

Whatever your
circumstances and
wherever you are
we wish you a very
pleasant, restful Christmas,
and a better new Year!!
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Stick with the knitting !
In the 1990’s an oft quoted management philosophy was ‘stick to the knitting’ meaning remain true to your values, stick to
your ‘core’ activities and do what you do ’best’, rather than risk doing something with which you are not familiar, badly. Good
advice whatever the situation.
In these times of financial hardship inevitably everyone tries to cut back on expenses, so we are not only
offer our readers the chance to examine their strategies for coping and achieving best results but also an
unusual environmentally friendly, green and and practical way to save money by knitting your own wheel
barrow!
We give two alternative versions, a fully operational domestic one and a more decorative one suitable to
adorn the patio!
Materials:*10lbs Gauge 0 steel wool.
A pair of size 1 knitting needles (extra long) these must be steel rather than bone since, due to the nature of the material, the
latter would wear rather quickly, making the tension become progressively tighter.
*For the decorative version, a finer gauge can be used (we suggest 000) giving a more open
filigree effect.
Sides (both alike)
Cast on 120 stitches. Knit in st.st. inc 1 st at beginning of every 4th row until there are 130
stitches. For decorative wheelbarrow, work 2 rows of blackberry stitch at this point. 1st row: K4
* Inc twice in next st. Turn K3 Turn K3 Turn K3 Turn K3Turn P3 tog. K6. Rep from * until 4 sts
remain K4. Both versions cast off loosely.
Front, Base & Back (knitted in 1 piece)
Cast on 64 stitches. Knit 1 row. Decorated version; work 2 rows of blackberry stitch at this point.
Both versions knit 50 rows. Next row K2 *K2tog w.r.n. K2 Rep from * until 2 sts remain, K2 (This row makes a row of drainage
holes along the front of the wheelbarrow). Knit 120 rows in st.st. Decorated version knit 2 rows in blackberry stitch. Cast off.
Wheel.
This is made in French knitting using a cotton reel with 4 pins. Make a length of French knitting which, when sewn round forms
a circle approx 30cms (12 inches) diameter. For the axles and handles use some wooden dowelling.
Ed: This is the first in an occasional series of home projects. Look out for the second one ‘Weave your own walking stick’ !
(We’d love to see - and share - a picture of your attempt!)

The Secret of Bryn Estyn
by Richard Webster

A revised paperback
edition of this book,
with a new 12-page
postscript on the
recent Jersey care
home case at Haute
de la Garrene, is to
be published on
26th January 2009.
“Compelling reading”

Solicitors
2 Norfolk Place
Berwick Hills
Middlesbrough
TS3 7PB
Ranked as a leading criminal solicitors
in North East England

Criminal Law
Prison Law
Actions Against the Police
Personal Injury
Family, Housing and Mental Health
WATSON WOODHOUSE SOLICITORS

Available from www.orwellpress.co.uk
ISBN: 978 09515922 67 £11.95 in the UK
Page 18

We also provide a 24 hour, 7 days a week
response to any client arrested and seeking
assistance in the Police Station.
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Yourters
Let
ACT
Dear F

Dear Faction
I was dismayed to read in the October
edition of FACTion criticisms of HAAP.
More than any other solicitors they
have battled to address the issues of
historic abuse allegations. Apart from
their legal work, a good deal of which
is unfunded they have made great
strides in tackling this issue with
government agencies, such as the
CCRC, and with politicians. The
progress they have made is quite
remarkable. I think you have judged
them harshly. How many other legal
firms have commissioned research into
this field, and taken on cases
unfunded?
Yours sincerely (name withheld)
Editorial Response.
F.A.C.T. fully accepts that HAAP have,
and are, making a major contribution
in this field. The article you refer to was
an excerpt from a report given at the
F.A.C.T. AGM which fully acknowledged
HAAP’s contribution to the cause, and
applauded them the for commissioning
this research. We very much regret that
a precis of this report in FACTion did
not make this clear and have
apologised to HAAP for the clumsy and
impolite wording used. As reported we
fully accept that the reasons why the
research was not completed may not
be HAAP’s fault. We do however stand
by our general criticism that the
difficulties and delay in ensuring that
this work was completed is
unacceptable. We have offered HAAP
the right to reply and they have kindly
submitted an article which can be
found on page 7 of this edition.
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Dear Faction,
Following the recent article in
FACTion concerning insurance
thought it might be helpful to share
my experience. Following my release
from prison I had difficulties in
obtaining affordable insurance for my
home. Joan Harrison the FACT North
West Secretary was able to put me in
touch with a firm who offered very
competitive rates and as a result I
was able to save over £400 on my
premium. Every case is different and
'cover' requirements will vary.
Inevitably there will be a ‘risk factor’
applied and this is affected by the
case details as much as by the area in
which the property is located.
Without Joan’s and other members
of F.A.C.T. North West’s help I am
sure that my policy would have been
loaded with an ‘excessive risk’
premium. I am very grateful to them
all.
Yours sincerely (name with-held)
Dear Faction,
I should like to pass on my thanks to
those FACT members who have sent
me Christmas greetings this year. It
means a great deal to me that there is
a wellspring of support ‘outside’. I
cannot reply in person but may I use
an inch or two of print in Faction to
pass on my gratitude?
On a hopeful note, through FACT I
have been able to make contact with
the Innocence Network and have
been accepted as a client.
Secondly FACT recommended Neil
Evans of Evans and Co of Cardiff for
my ‘out of time’ appeal. We have met
in the past weekend he is following up
my case! No promises - and of course
everything takes an age. But it offers
hope.
Thankyou , David , HMP (South Wales)
Christmas Cards

It’s not to late to send to send Christmas
cards to F.A.C.T. members in prison. If
you would like a list please contact Joy
on 01594529237. With a number of
men having been released recently the
list is considerably shorter this year.

Regular viewers of the F.A.C.T.
web site will be forgiven for
thinking that it has gone into
hibernation for the winter as
there have been very few
postings in recent months.
This is because the web site is
being revamped.
Unfortunately we have
exceeded the space limit on
our existing server - not
surprising with over 2000
pages on it- and need to make
some space for future items.
We are therefore taking an opportunity to improve the technical side so that the site is
quicker to download, and also
the content. We shall also strip
out many of the obsolete postings, mend broken links and
correct spellings - well most of
them any way! Some new features to look forward to will
include a members area
which, over time, will be developed to include a number
of features including on-line
membership (including renewals) and an on-line help line.
There will also be a ‘lets talk’
area so that individuals can
share (anonymously if they
wish) details of their own experiences and tips for success.
The whole site will be far more
interactive than the present
one. If there is any F.A.C.T.
member who has experience
of web site management or
has knowledge of wordpress
and would like to help in maintaining the web site in the future please let us know. It’s
very important that we ensure
that the web-site remains
fresh and relevant especially
as it is represents the public
face of F.A.CT.
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ
ANSWERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

1989
William the conqueror
Jane Asher
Tchaikovsky
The ghost of Christmas past
The Dutch
Creche
Let nothing you dismay
The Cratchits
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse
Jacob Marley
Indian
4 calling Birds
Red, pink or purple
Coca Cola
Aromatic resin of an African or Asian shrub or tree used in
perfume, incense and medicine.
Little Town of Bethlehem
A trough from which horses and cattle feed
The shepherds
Raymond Briggs

SPORTS QUIZ
ANSWERS
1.
2.
3
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15
16.
16.
18.
19.
20.

Two Answers a: Finland, b: Greece
They were whipped / flogged
Backstroke
India
4
Squash
15
12 feet
Jack Brabham
Augusta
Filly
Everton
1 hour
Ipswich
Nothing
Monica Seles
The five continents
Fencing
Athens
26 miles (and 385 yards)

HOME TRUTHS
Scenario:
Mary falls during break and scrapes her knee. Her
teacher, Alan finds her crying, bathes her knee and
gives her a hug to comfort her.

1977
Mary soon feels better and goes back to playing.

2007
Alan is accused of being a sexual predator and
loses his job. He faces three years in prison.
Mary undergoes five years of therapy
and is awarded compensation

Credit Crunch - Don’t bank on it?
Following the problems in the lending market in
America and the run on HBOS in the UK, uncertainty
has now hit Japan .
In the last 7 hours
Origami Bank has folded,
Sumo Bank has gone
belly up
And Bonsai Bank
announced plans to cut
some of its branches.
Yesterday, it was
announced that Karaoke
Bank is up for sale and
will likely go for a song,
Today shares in
Kamikaze Bank were
suspended after they
nose-dived.
Samurai Bank is soldiering on following sharp cutbacks,
Ninja Bank is reported to have taken a hit, but they
remain in the black.
Furthermore, 500 staff at Karate Bank got the chop.
And analysts report that there is something fishy going
on at Sushi Bank where it is feared that staff may get a
raw deal.

F.A.C.T. Helpline 02920 777 499
The F.A.C.T. helpline is normally open from 9:30am to 12:30pm and 7:30pm to 9:30pm
Mondays to Fridays, and on occasional Saturday mornings. It is not open Bank Holidays.
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