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Not Guilty of All Charges
arrested. His nightmare had begun and the witch hunt
Whilst Australians were
had started. Using much the same discredited methods
waking up to find a new
premier in place one man had we have seen in the UK, the SIU trawled for allegations
very good reason to celebrate. from dozens of boys Tom had looked after,
Just twenty four hours earlier
Throughout his life Tom and his family had developed a
Tom Easling was cleared at the keen sense of justice and they were not going to let this
Tom Easling
Adelaide Supreme Court of
defeat him. One of the very first things they did was to
twenty charges of child abuse against children he
contact F.A.C.T. in the UK. The story they told was very
fostered. Tom was also a senior government advisor on familiar - only the accent was different. A good, honest,
youth policy. He had been involved in the care of
well respected, hard working and caring man had some
homeless and underprivileged young men and boys
how found that his, and his family’s life, had been
since 1988, and a foster parent to over one hundred
turned upside down. The Easling’s response was to
boys, many with histories of abuse, psychiatric problems conduct their own trawl of all the available evidence on
and lawlessness. Despite
carers and teachers falsely
the fact that a little under
accused of child abuse, and
half of Australia’s foster
to examine investigative
carers are the subject of
malpractice in high profile
allegations each year, most
abuse cases in the UK, and in
of them false, Tom had an
Canada in particular. If the
unblemished record. That
SIU ever thought their
investigation would be a
was until September 2003
walk in the park they were
when a 15 year old boy
wrong.
whom he had looked after
with skill and dedication,
Despite the efforts made on
made a complaint to the
Tom’s behalf he was
police. An investigation
eventually charged with
followed and Tom was
Adelaide Supreme Court, South Australia twenty offences of sexual
cleared. As a senior civil
assault. His trial stated on
servant Tom was responsible for running South
the 9th September. Almost immediately the
Australia’s foster care program and knew that a routine Government’s SIU investigators were exposed as being
internal investigation was to follow. Due to much
incompetent. Proper notes were not kept of
political hysteria, the Government established a 'Special investigative interviews, and only three out of more than
Investigation Unit', manned by ex police officers with no fifty interviews were taped - and then only after lengthy
training in dealing with children, to look into the
off the record pre-tape conversation. Despite the fact
complaints made. This first ever investigation of its sort that the investigators were involved in many hours of
turned out to be a heavy handed, highly coercive and
unrecorded and un-noted meetings with the
irregular investigation. Over thirty foster children, some complainants during a five month period there was only
now young men, were interviewed and this led to two
Continued on page 5
further allegations of sexual abuse against Tom. He was
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Falsely Accused Carers and Teachers
F.A.C.T. is a voluntary organisation which supports carers and
teachers who have been falsely accused and/or wrongly convicted
of child abuse, and campaigns on their behalf, for changes in
investigative practice, and for reform of the criminal justice system.

Committee and Editorial Team
F.A.C.T. is managed by a national committee who can be
contacted as follows:
Chairman

Rory (chairman@factuk.org)
01787 227997

Secretary

Michael (sec@factuk.org)
02920 777499

Treasurer

Ian (treasurer@factuk.org)
01905 778170

Lobbying

George (lobbying@factuk.org)
0113 2550559

Membership

Ian & Joy
(membership@factuk.org)
01594 529 237

Press

Gail (press@factuk.org)
02920 513016

Prison & Family Support Joy (support@factuk.org)
01594 529 237
The committee are also supported by one other member,
and up to three co-opted members and representatives from
the regions, who can be contacted via the national secretary.

Contact and Correspondence
All correspondence should be sent to:
F.A.C.T.
P.O. Box 3074,
Cardiff, CF3 3WZ
or by email to sec@factuk.org
F.A.C.T.’s two main regional groups can be contacted at:

NE
W

F.A.C.T. North West,
P.O. Box 167, PRENTON, CH26 9AX
secretary.factnorthwest@googlemail.com
F.A.C.T. North Wales
P.O. Box 2161, Wrexham, LL13 9WQ
factnorthwales@factuk.org
factnorthwales@wrexham.net

FACTion
FACTion is produced at approximately 6-8 week intervals at the national
committee’s discretion, and is provided free of charge to F.A.C.T.
members.
The editorial team welcome articles for publication, of between
150 and 1,500 words, and letters of not more than 200 words
These should be sent, preferably by email, to faction@factuk.org
or by post to FACTion, P.O. Box 3074, Cardiff, CF3 3WZ.
The editorial team reserve the right to edit any article or letter
sent for publication. All submissions must be accompanied by
your name and address which, on request, will be withheld from
publication.

Editorial
Our second Christmas 'get together', on 24 November, once
again proved to be a very special occasion. We remembered
those who could not be with us, and lit a candle for each one.
This year, as well as those in prison, we included Laurie
Sutcliffe and George Williamson, who died recently. They
both attended last year's Christmas gathering, not knowing,
of course, that it was to be their last with F.A.C.T. members: a
sobering thought and a reminder of the importance of seizing
each moment and making the most of our opportunities.
We were also able to celebrate the presence of several who
are no longer in prison and are now getting on with their
lives, and so able to enjoy the festivities with us all.
We owe Joy and her team a huge debt of gratitude for
organising such a splendid occasion. Joy's attention to detail
is legendary, and her many acts of kindness are greatly
appreciated.
Much of what we do in F.A.C.T. is naturally rather serious in
nature, so these occasions are especially important; times
when we can relax together and celebrate.
We were all delighted when Joy gave news of Tom Easling's
acquittal, and passed on his message of thanks to F.A.C.T. We
knew he had a strong case, but one can never be sure how a
jury will assess the evidence. We are all so pleased for Tom,
his brother John and their families. They have been through
four years of hell, but refused to be browbeaten. Anyone who
heard John speak at one of our Conferences will know how
determined they were to achieve justice for Tom.
This was a very important case, not least of which because
trawling itself (in Australia) was also on trial. The fact that
Tom and his legal team were able to blow the concept of
trawling out of the water has not only benefited Tom but also
the hundreds of other foster carers who, each year in
Australia, are falsely accused of child abuse.
We are very pleased to have played a small part in Tom's
victory. Our involvement shows how important it is that
F.A.C.T. reaches out to carers, teachers and other
professionals who are being, or have been, falsely accused of
abuse. We may not always have the answers, or indeed the
resources, to succeed every time, but we can give support
and share our knowledge and experience in a way which
benefits others and strengthens our cause.
By working together, we can send a powerful message to
those who have been falsely accused, to those who wrongly
accuse others, and to investigating bodies, that we are
stronger when uniting behind a common cause.
Let this be our message for 2008.
I wish you all, whatever your circumstances and wherever
you might be, a peaceful Christmas and a successful and very
positive New Year.

The views contained in FACTion are not necessarily those of
F.A.C.T., or its national committee.
Contributors should be aware that FACTion also appears
on www.factuk.org/faction and therefore is accessible,
potentially, to everyone.
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Its A Myth: Santa is Not
a Man
I hate to be the one to defy a sacred
myth, but I believe ‘he’ is a she.
For starters, the vast majority of
men don't even think about
selecting gifts until Christmas Eve.

Chris Saltrese
Solicitors
Chris Saltrese Solicitors is a law firm providing a
premium service in representing clients accused
of sexual offences and domestic violence, in
criminal proceedings. We have unrivalled
expertise in these areas, both regionally and
nationally.
Many of our clients face allegations as a result of
• domestic or relationship disputes
• contact disputes

On this count alone, I'm convinced
Santa is a woman, plus v A male Santa with reindeer
would still have
transportation problems
because he would inevitably
get lost up there in the snow
and clouds and then refuse to
stop and ask for directions.
v Add to this the fact that there
would be unavoidable delays
in the chimney, where he
would stop to inspect the flue
and re-point the bricks.
v He would also feel the need to
check for carbon monoxide
fumes in every gas fireplace.

• mental health problems
• financial incentives
and have no prior experience of the criminal
justice system. Often these allegations involve
uncorroborated, historic allegations.
In this complex arena specialist legal advice and
representation is vital especially as recent
changes in the law, designed to convict genuine
offenders, also put the innocent at greater risk of
injustice.
We particularly welcome carers, teachers, and
health care professionals who have been accused
of abuse and are likely to be subject to a criminal
investigation. Where allegations have been made
we would be happy to advise, whether or not
criminal investigations are underway.
For further information please contact
Chris Saltrese Solicitors
13 Scarisbrick New Road, Southport, PR8 6PU
Tel: 01704 535 512
Fax: 01704 533056
Email: mail@chrissaltrese.co.uk

v He would have to get under
every Christmas tree that is
crooked to straighten it to a
perfectly upright 90-degree
angle.
v Men can't pack a bag.
v Men would rather be dead
than caught wearing red
velvet
v Men would feel their
masculinity is threatened.
having to be seen with all
those elves.
Men don’t answer their mail!
FACTion / December 2007
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I couldn’t have said it
better myself!
On a medicine bottle:
Adults: 1 tablet 3 times a day until passing
away"
Sign in a greengrocers:
"PLEASE DON'T HANDLE THE FRUIT. ASK
FOR DEBBIE."
Sign in a furniture shop:
"WE STAND BEHIND EVERY BED WE SELL."
Instructions with a hair dryer:
"WARNING: NEVER USE WHILE
SLEEPING."
Sign in a hotel lift:
"PLEASE DO NOT USE THIS LIFT WHEN
IT IS NOT WORKING."

THE LOST CHAPTER OF GENESIS
Adam was hanging around the garden of Eden feeling very
lonely.
So, God asked him, "What's wrong with you?" Adam said he
didn't have anyone to talk to. God said that He was going to
make Adam a companion and that it would be a woman. He
said,
"This pretty lady will gather food for you, she will cook for
you, and when you discover clothing, she will wash it for
you. She will always agree with every decision you make
and she will not nag you, and will always be the first to
admit she was wrong when you've had a disagreement. She
will praise you! She will bear your children. and she will
never ask you to get up in the middle of the night to take
care of them. She will love you.
Adam asked God, "What will a woman like this cost?" God
replied, "An arm and a leg."
Adam then asked........ "What can I get for a rib?" The rest
of course is history .....

Sign on a building site: "NIGHT
WATCHMAN PATROLS THIS AREA 24
HOURS A DAY."
Sign in a dry-cleaners:
"IF YOU FEEL WE HAVE FAILED YOU IN
ANY WAY WE SHALL BE ONLY TOO
PLEASED TO DO IT AGAIN AT NO
EXTRA CHARGE."
Sign in a jewellery shop:
"OUR GIFTS WILL NOT LAST LONG AT
THESE PRICES."
Sign in a hotel: "ALL FIRE
EXTINGUISHERS MUST BE EXAMINED
AT LEAST TEN DAYS BEFORE ANY
FIRE."
Sign in a beauty parlour "EARS PIERCED
WHILE YOU WAIT. PAY FOR TWO AND
GET ANOTHER ONE PIERCED FREE."
Sign in a Foreign Hotel:
"IF YOU WISH BREAKFAST, LIFT THE
TELEPHONE AND OUR WAITRESS WILL
ARRIVE. THIS WILL BE ENOUGH TO
BRING UP YOUR FOOD."

Birthday Wishes

Paragon Law
Paragon Law have a deserved reputation for being
the UK’s leading immigration lawyers,
and are also noted for their excellence in
challenging public body decisions including
PRISON LAW.
We can help you find a just solution to:
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Prison Adjudications
Sentence Planning
Re-categorisation
Tariff Representation
Sentence Planning
Parole Issues
Lifer Panels
Human Rights Issues
Paragon Law
Tel: 0115 964 123
Finebrook Studios, 7B Broad Street, Hockley
Village, NOTTINGHAM NG1 3AG
enquiries@paragonlaw.co.uk
www.paragonlaw.co.uk

Committed to the pursuit of
quality every time.
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Continued from page 1
half a page of hand written notes and 15 minutes of tape
to show for it. The investigators admitted repeatedly
shredding their notes. It also emerged that the principal
investigator, a former policeman, had himself been the
subject of disciplinary action in the 1970’s for trying to sell
“£20 pounds of grass” and stripped of his rank. He also
admitted giving cash to a complainant in Tom’s trial
before taking him to the police station to provide a
statement.
At the end of the prosecution case, the head of South
Australia’s police sexual crime unit, Walter Conte, gave
evidence that he believed retrospective trawling was an
unfair practice and that any interview with a potential
abuse witness in South Australia should be both video and
audio recorded to properly preserve the evidence and to
protect both the interviewee and interviewer against
subsequent contradictions and misrepresentations.
Tom’s defence lawyer told the jury that the investigation
had been biased and corrupted and that the cases against
Tom arose from highly improper and prejudicial
techniques of investigation including suggesting answers
to questions, off the record and unrecorded
conversations, and inducements to people the
investigators wished to hear from.
After a trial lasting many weeks Tom was acquitted of six
charges of indecent assault and twelve charges of
unlawful sexual intercourse after the jury deliberated for
one and a half days. Prior to this the judge directed that
he be found not guilty of two other charges. Several of the
defendants were proven to have lied and to have made
allegatiions which simply could not be true. They also
provided a very telling insight into the way the
investigation was carried out and the presumption of guilt
which had driven the inquiry right from the outset.
There were jubilent scenes in the Court as Tom was found
not guilty of all the charges. As he left Court Tom’s
brother, John, in a moment unbridled emotion and cried
out “you beauty”!
Tom has sinced anounced that he intends to launch a
multi million pound compensation claim against the
Government and the police. Speaking shortly after the
trial Tom said, “the last four years have been very difficult
and left me very depressed. I want to thank my family for
their support, my legal team and all those who have
supported me and belive in my innocence”.
In a message to F.A.C.T. he said “Thanks to you all. We
couldn't have dreamt of winning without your help and
without the lessons learned from all of the dreadful
injustices inflicted on our brothers over there. We hope
you enjoy your Christmas gathering and vigil. We wish we
could be with you”. Tom’s brother John echoed these
sentiments and said, “this is a win for you good Guys - lets
keep it going! “
FACTion / December 2007

Justice
Justice is revenge for those who
have suffered loss.
And for others it’s a punishment,
It involves the truth, not the lies..
If you want Justice you must be able
to stand up for the truth.
It is not just going to come and knock on your door
You must be able to listen to the truth.
What is justice really?
Is it truth, or revenge?
What is truth?
What is revenge?

Gavin Buttar
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Christmas Quiz
1)

Name Santa’s reindeer.

2)

George Frederick Handel's great Christmas
oratorio, The Messiah, was first performed in
1742. Where did the performance take place?

3)

The poinsettia is a traditional Christmas
flower. Where did it originally grow?

4)

The first radio broadcast by a monarch was
given by George V in 1932. Who wrote the
king's speech?

5)

In which year did Cuba reinstate Christmas to
celebrate a visit from the Pope?
a

1977

b

1987

c

1997

6)

What is the Irish custom of "feeding the wren"
or "hunting the wren" on December 26?

7)

All through the Christmas season in old
England, "lambswool" could be found in the
houses of the well-to-do. What was it?

8)

In Victorian times, most Londoners would
have been familiar with the "goose club".
What was it?

9)

In Victorian England, turkeys were popular for
Christmas dinners. Some of the birds were
raised in Norfolk, and taken to market in
London. To get them to London, the turkeys:
a

were herded by sheep dogs

b

walked with feet protected by a
covering of tar

c

rode in wagons called "turkey-vans"

10)

When was Christmas first celebrated on 25th
December?

11)

When Was Christmas banned?

12)

According to the Bible how many wise men
visited Jesus at his birth?

13)

When are the 12 days of Christmas?

14)

In what period did 25 December become the
traditional day to celebrate Christmas?

15)
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a

1st Century

b

4th Century

c

8th century

In what country did the Christmas tree
tradition start?
Answers on page 16
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We would like to wish all our sponsors, advertisers and readers a very
happy and restful Christmas and a just and successful New Year.

Spare a thought ......
In a world where so many are hungry, may we eat
this food with humble hearts; In a world where so
many are lonely, may we share this friendship with
joyful hearts.
Around this happy table may no evil ever come,
but health and peace and happiness make up our
daily sum.
May this food restore our strength, giving new
energy to tired limbs, new thoughts to weary
minds.
May this drink restore our souls, giving new vision
to dry spirits, new warmth to cold hearts. And once
refreshed, may we give new pleasure to You, who
gives us all.
Grace said at the Christmas Vigil
Grant me the senility to forget people I never liked
anyway, the good fortune to run into the ones I do and
the eyesight to tell the difference!
Prayer for old age

Crime - Team
Specialists in all aspects of Criminal Defence work
including, Magistrates Court, Crown Court Advocacy,
High Courts including the Court of Appeal, and
C.C.R.C. applications.
We also offer help UK wide on Prison Law including:
• Prison Adjudications
• Sentence Planning
• Re Categorisation
• Tariff Representation
• Lifer Panels
• Human Rights Issues

We are also the managing firm of the Historical
Abuse Appeal Panel (HAAP) and have an
unrivalled reputation for dealing with abuse
allegations of a historical nature especially those in
which it is alleged multiple or serious sexual offences
took place.
Crime-Team is a division of
Jordans LLP
4, Priory Place, Doncaster, DN1 1BP
01302 365 374

The F.A.C.T. helpline will be closed from December 25th to Monday the 7th January. Urgent
messages may be left on the answer phone or, alternatively sent by email to sec@factuk.org If you
have any items for the next FACTion please send them to the Secretary before the end of January.

McSparran

McCormick

McSparran McCormick is a family firm of solicitors based in Glasgow with a well deserved reputation
for its advocacy, and for its friendly, efficient and professional service.
We firmly believe that everyone has a right to justice.
We specialise in educational law, employment law, civil litigation and criminal law.
If you have been falsely or wrongly accused then contact:
John McCormick, Solicitor Advocate
McSparran McCormick
Waterloo Chambers, 19 Waterloo Street
Glasgow, G2 6AH
Tel: 0141 248 7962
Email: mail@mcsparranmccormick.co.uk
Website: www.mcsparranmccormick.co.uk
When choosing any Solicitor, always make that decision in the light of
the reputation of the Solicitor, his experience and qualifications.
Do not make that decision in haste - you may have to spend a long time regretting it !
FACTion / December 2007
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Christmas
Gathering

Page 8

FACTion / December 2007

2007

FACTion / December 2007

Page 9

Saint Nicholas - Patron Saint of the Falsely Accused
A chance remark by Joy Gower at the Christmas vigil
made me realise that I knew very little about Saint
Nicholas. I wasn’t even sure if Saint Nicholas was the
same person as Santa Claus or Father Christmas. Who
was he and what did he stand for?
Nicholas was born during the third century in the
village of Patara - formerly in Greece but now part of
Turkey. His wealthy parents, who raised him to be a
devout Christian, died in an epidemic while Nicholas
was still young. Obeying Jesus' words to "sell what you
own and give the money to the poor," Nicholas used
his inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, the
oppressed and the suffering. He dedicated his life to
serving God and was made Bishop of Myra while still a
young man.
Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land
for his generosity to those in need, his love for
children, his concern for
sailors, and his work for the
oppressed. Despite this he
suffered for his faith, was
exiled and imprisoned. At the
time the prisons were said to
be so so full of bishops, priests,
and deacons, there was no
room for the real criminals—
murderers, thieves and
robbers. Not a lot different
from today I hear you say.
Nicholas died on 6th
December AD 343 in Myra. In
accordance with early
Christian tradition, saints are
remembered in the Orthodox
Church on the date of their
passing from this life into the
next. The anniversary of his
death became a day of
celebration, Saint Nicholas Day.

The Poor and Vulnerable
Nicholas was aware of a man who had three teenage
daughters. The family was so poor they could not fill
their bellies. And, without money for a dowry, there
was no way the girls would ever find a husband. Faced
with starvation, their only option would be
prostitution.
Wishing to remain anonymous, one night Nicholas
tossed a bag of gold through the window of their
house. When the man
awoke the next morning,
there it was! He thanked
God for his good fortune
and his eldest daughter
was able to marry. Some
time later, Nicholas
repeated the act for the
second daughter.

Saint Nicholas Saves Three Innocents

Throughout the centuries many stories and legends
have been told of Saint Nicholas' life and deeds which
help us to to understand his extraordinary character
and why he is so beloved and revered as protector and
helper of those in need.

Sailors and Fisherman
There are countless stories of Saint Nicholas
intervening to help sailors in times of distress. The
most famous is told of a time when Nicholas went
across the sea on pilgrimage to the Holy Land. A
frightful storm came up, and the sailors feared they all
were about to die. They came to the holy bishop and
Page 10

pleaded for his help. Nicholas prayed fervently, and
the seas became miraculously calm. The sailors were
amazed and gave praise to God. It is also said that on
the return voyage a sailor fell to his death from a high
mast. Saint Nicholas prayed over the man and he came
back to life. Nicholas never took credit for any of his
deeds. He always instructed the people to turn their
hearts to God and repent from sin.

By now the father wanted to know who was behind this magnificent
act. The night he heard
the third bag of gold hit
the floor beneath his
window, he rushed out
and caught up with the
fleeing Nicholas. Nicholas swore him to secrecy,
but eventually the story
got out.

Falsely Accused
Nicholas is also known for coming to the defence of
the falsely accused, often preventing them from being
executed. On one occasion when going about his
business in Myra Bishop Nicholas went to settle some
disputes in the marketplace. On his way back to the
city, he saw people crying and saying, "If you had been
in the city three innocent men would not have been
handed over to death, they have been ordered to be
beheaded."
Nicholas ran to the place, asking if the men were still
alive. The three men were in position, faces covered,
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hands bound behind, expecting death. The
executioner's sword was up and ready to fall. Nicholas
fearlessly grabbed the sword, throwing it down. The
freed men went on their way while Nicholas sought to
have the charges against them cleared. This little
known story is the oldest and most genuinely recorded
episode from the life of Saint Nicholas. Historical
documentation confirms the many references to place
names and people. Some versions also expand the
account to include other episodes of intervention in
favour of the unjustly jailed. Saint Nicholas is now
regarded as the patron saint of the falsely accused.

Pawnbrokers
Another legend tells of the pawnbroker who made a
loan to a friend with no collateral to secure the debt.
The friend swore on the icon of Saint Nicholas that
he would repay the loan on a fixed date. When that
date comes around, and the debt is due to the
pawnbroker, his friend refuses to pay the debt,
insisting that he owes the pawnbroker nothing. To
settle the matter, the borrower and the pawnbroker
take their case to court for the judge to decide. The
debtor declares under oath that he has given the
borrowed money back to the pawnbroker. Technically,
the debtor spoke the truth, for unknown to all in the
court, he had secretly deposited the exact sum of
money owed into a hollow shaft of his walking cane,
which he had tricked the pawnbroker into holding
while he declared his oath of repayment. With no
evidence of guilt, the judge of the court decides in
favour of the debtor. This dismayed the pawnbroker
who felt betrayed by his patron Saint Nicholas.
Leaving the court, the crooked borrower was making
his way home, and after becoming fatigued, was
forced by exhaustion to lie down on the side of the
road to rest, where he fell into a deep, trance-like
sleep, from which he could not be awakened. A
passerby watched in horror as the crooked borrower
was run over by a runaway horse and wagon, and he
suffered a painful death. The passerby then noticed,
lying on the road, the valuable contents of the debtor's
walking cane that had been broken open by the wheel
of the wagon. The passerby called the pawnbroker
and the judge to the scene of the accident. The
pawnbroker counts the spillage of coins to find that
they total the exact amount borrowed from him, but
he refuses to take the money while his one-time friend
lies lifeless.
The pawnbroker prays that if the power of Saint
Nicholas is great enough to take the life of the crooked
debtor to expose his fraudulent claim, surely the good
and merciful Saint could bring his friend back to life.
Heartened by the good will and generosity of the
pawnbroker, Saint Nicholas obeys the prayer, and

miraculously, the debtor opens his eyes, stands, and
walks to the pawnbroker. He repays all the money he
owed.

Gift Giving
In many places throughout the world Saint Nicholas is
considered the main gift giver. In some places on his
feast day he arrives in the middle of November and
moves about the countryside, visiting schools and
homes to find out if children have been good. In other
places he comes in the night and finds carrots and hay
for his horse or donkey along with children's wish lists.
Small treats are left in shoes or stockings so the
children will know he has come.
In those countries where Saint Nicholas is prominent,
his day (December 6th), not Christmas day is the
primary gift giving day. Parties may be held on the eve,
December 5th, and shoes or stockings left for Saint
Nicholas to fill during the night. Saint Nicholas gave
gifts to those in greatest need—the young and the
most vulnerable. Christmas gifts and baskets given to
those in need, along with other seasonal contributions
to charity, reflect Saint Nicholas' unselfish concern for
others. Saint Nicholas’ gifts are meant to be shared,
not hoarded for oneself, and have led to various
customs around the world.
Christmas stockings by the fireplace
In the story of Nicholas rescuing the poor maidens
from being sold into slavery, the gold dowry money,
tossed in through the window, is said to have landed in
stockings left to dry before the fire.
Orange or tangerine in the toe of filled Christmas
stockings
The gold Nicholas threw to provide the dowry money is
often shown as gold balls. These are symbolized by
oranges. So the orange in the toe of the stocking is a
reminder of Nicholas' gift.
Gift-giving in secret, during the night
Stockings are filled while children are sleeping.
Nicholas did his gift giving secretly, under cover of
darkness. He didn't want to be seen or recognized as
he wanted those he helped to give thanks to God.
Saint Nicholas traditions vary from place to place. In
other countries, he is known as Sankt Nicholas, Sint
Nicholas, Santa Klass, Father Christmas, Pere Noel,
Befana, and Krist Kindlein. We know him as jolly old
Santa.
The transformation of Saint Nicholas into Father
Christmas occurred first in Germany, then in countries
where the Reformed Churches were the majority, and
finally in France, the feast day being celebrated on
Christmas or New Year's Day. Dutch Protestant settlers
in New Amsterdam (New York City) replaced Saint
Continued on Page 13
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Old Bill in the dock!
I thought it might be amusing to do a little ‘trawling’

among those gallant boys in blue, who are supposed to
be the guardians of the law. I must admit that my
trawling methods are not particularly ethical; I adopted
the model used so successfully by the police themselves,
that is, I knew that I would eventually catch someone
guilty or not. My trawl commenced with that erstwhile
guardian of the law in the Metropolitan area of London
and the Home Counties, to whit Sir Ian Blair. Now I had a
rather quaint idea that Knights of the Realm were
honourable in all their actions,
but perhaps I had got it wrong. I
quote a distinguished M.P. ‘There
is something of the night about
him’. I must have got a little
confused over which Knight/night
applied. His attempt to avoid the
investigation of the I.P.C.C. into
the shooting of an innocent man
did not exactly endear him to
many of the public. Then of
course there was also the little
matter of one of his senior
officers being investigated for
inaccuracies in his expense
account. Many would call it
fiddling the books!
Next we discovered the matter of
a female Chief Constable who
spent something in the region of
£25,000 having a shower installed
for her personal use. It is a dirty job being a top
policeman/woman. Then even further North was
discovered an item of several senior police officers who
again had inadvertently claimed for expenses that they
had not incurred. Put it down to the stress of the job!
Moving up country we come across the Chief Constable
of South Yorkshire who ‘accidentally’ did 90 mph in a
restricted zone whilst on holiday in North Wales during
May of this year. North Wales as I am sure you will be
aware is the province of that scourge of speeding
motorists, Richard Brunstrom, Chief Constable North
Wales. Well the Yorkshire bobby was caught, and the
last I heard of the matter it had been decided he was to
be prosecuted. I wonder what what excuses he will
present to the Magistrates? Mr Brunstrom himself is
also in the wars. He called a Press Conference about
speeding and showed a video of a decapitated motor
cyclist as a demonstration of the effect of speed. He had
not bothered to obtain the permission of the man’s
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relatives. Whilst on the subject of ‘speed kills’ did you
know that the number of fatalities and serious injuries
caused by police vehicles in the past year is the greatest
number on record – drive safely.

Now we turn to a really interesting item in the news, you
may not be aware of this fact, but the Chief Constable of
Dyfed Powys, a certain Terence Grange, has been the
A.C.P.O. spokes-person on sexual offences for a number
of years. He refused to have any communication with
F.A.C.T. because he does not like
what we do, presumably because we
criticise the police when they invent
evidence. Anyway he was asked
about his force’s investigation into
allegations of child abuse by a Judge;
he replied that a thorough
investigation had resulted in their
finding that there was no case to
answer. Perhaps if the police carried
out thorough investigations into the
allegations against residential
workers, less of them would have
been sent to prison. He is also
alleged to have sent personal emails from the computer in his
Police Headquarters. Finally he is
also being investigated for; yes
you’ve guessed it, inappropriately
claiming expenses! It must be
catching!!
Finally I thought you would be
interested to know of the bravery of two of ‘Bobbies’ in
North Wales. But first I must remind you that some weeks
ago two of these brave ‘plastic policemen’ stood on the
bank of a deep pond whilst a little lad of ten drowned.
Health and Safety you see. Well the North Wales fellows
actually stopped a group of school children, aged from 8
to 10 from singing Christmas Carols in a shopping precinct
in Llandudno. Now that is what I call bravery of the
highest order.
You know, I am old fashioned, I used to believe that
policemen, especially the top ones were men of principle
and integrity. It’s the men who they have sent to prison
as a result of false allegations I find who have principles
and integrity; they maintain their innocence despite it
costing them dearly.
The other lot, the top policemen have another attribute it
is called HYPOCRISY and they have it in spades!
With my very best wishes for Christmas, George
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nMy car was parked legally when it backed
into a bus.
nI thought my window was down but when I
put my head through it I realised it wasn't.
n The man panicked and didn't know which
way to run so I ran over him.
nI'd been driving for 45 years when I fell
asleep at the wheel and crashed.
nI was stationary and travelling in the
opposite direction when I hit a car travelling
the other way.
nWhen I caught sight of my mother-in-law in
the driving mirror, I lost control and finished
up in the river.
nI warned the cow by blowing my horn but it
just stood there and said "moo".
nIn the thick fog, I turned into the wrong
driveway and collided with a tree I don't
have.
nWhen I saw smoke coming out of the
engine, I knew the car was on fire so I took
the dog out and smothered it with a wet
blanket.
nI was thrown out into the ditch when my
car went out of control, and I was found
there by a herd of cows

Clarke & Hartland Solicitors
48 The Parade
Roath, Cardiff, CF24 3AB
Tel: 08453471873
Clarke and Hartland Solicitors are a well established
firm of solicitors based in Cardiff with over 20 years
legal experience. We provide a range of legal services
and also specialise in CRIMINAL DEFENCE
work.
• we have developed a reputation for excellence
throughout Cardiff and the surrounding area.
• we offer personal attention with a professional,
friendly, reliable and efficient service.
• we provide high quality legal services which you
can rely on.
• we are trusted for our the high standards of
advocacy, knowledge and expertise.
• our rates are very competitive.
Contact us today for further information and expert
legal advice.
Clarke and Hartland have successfully defended a
number of cases where allegations have been made
against carers, teachers, and other professionals.

All we can do
All we can do is sit and wait,
No need to make a fuss.
The legal system drags its heels,
It has no time for us,
We are just a number,
Names without a face,

Continued from page 11

Nicholas (Sinter Claes) with the benevolent magician
who became known as Santa Claus, thus contributing
further to his spreading folklore. These accounts help
us understand his extraordinary character and why
he is so beloved and revered as protector and helper
of those in need.
Through his acts of kindness and generosity, Saint
Nicholas became the patron saint of many: of
seafaring men, of marriageable young women, of the
falsely accused, of endangered travellers, of farmers,
of children, of merchants, and of pawnbrokers.
Whether or not you receive a present this year from
Santa Claus, of one thing you can be sure. Saint
Nicholas would be on your side.

We will suffer many more years,
Before we leave this place.
And what about the ones that lied,
The ones that caused the pain,
They are free to lie once more
To commit their crimes again,
They also have no faces
They hide their heads in shame
The law allows them to be free
They also have no names.
Sent in by John
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More
pictures
from our
Christmas
Gathering
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... and we’re not alone
We’re not going away for Christmas although we were
cordially invited;
“Come to us,” said our daughter, “we’re already
eleven.”
And she managed to look quite delighted.
“There’s hubby and his parents and of course our
three;
I won’t count the dog but there will be me,
Daughter’s boyfriend and his Gran, oh it’s ever so sad,
She’s very forgetful but she’s really not mad.
There’ll be brother-in-law and his partner, now she’s
really strange.
Do say you’ll come; it will make a nice change.
We thanked her profusely and saying “How kind, but
we’ve already sorted our day.”
We’re going to Church then back home to stay.
We’ll be in touch with the family, but only by phone,
We’ll open our presents but we won’t be alone
For the dogs will join in and their gifts they’ll enjoy
Oh how lovely, Sam’s been given yet another squeaky
toy!
We’ll sit down to dinner while the dogs dream of cats,
Pull crackers, hear the Queen’s speech and wear silly
hats.
After so much excitement and a nice glass of wine
We’ll light up a candle, which will be the sign
To start reminiscing, remembering friends, old and
new,
And some we’ve not met yet, but each year a few
More are able to join us when, with F.A.C.T. we meet
At a conference or vigil and are able to greet
Those tasting freedom as their ordeal ends,
And we’ll both raise our glasses to you, our dear
friends.
Iris and George Jensen
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Candles lit in remembrance of ‘absent friends’
The National Committee would like to thank everyone
for their attendance at the Christmas vigil, and for the
numerous messages of support received.
We are also grateful to those who contributed so
generously to F.A.C.T. funds, and in particular to Joy
and Ian Gower for their generosity and hard work on
the day.
Accompanying this edition you will find a brochure in
memory of George Williamson. Many F.A.C.T. members
attended his funeral. Saying goodbye to a dear friend is
never easy but we remember George’s strength as a
campaigner and his kind, gentle and humourous ways
with much appreciation, and with affection.
We are delighted and very touched that George and
Wendy decided that donations made in memory of
George should be shared between F.A.C.T. and the
local hospice. Yesterday we received a most generous
cheque from the undertakers for which we are very
grateful.
The Committee will be deciding in January how best to
spend this money, and I am sure will want to use it to
honour George’s memory.
We would ask you all to remember Wendy this
Christmas, and also Pauline, Laurie Sutcliffe’s wife.
Their Christmas will leave them both with very empty
feelings.
As announced at the Christmas Gathering it has been
decided that we would like to send all our members in
prison a copy of Hermann Kelly’s book Kathy’s Real
Story. The various routes by which our men can receive
their copies has already been established, and we are
hopeful that at least some of them will receive them
early in the New Year.
If you are in prison and would like a copy of Hermann’s
book please let Joy know.
If you would like to contribute to the cost of this
initiative, which will cost about £10 per book, please
send your donation made payable to F.A.C.T. with a
note as to how you would like the money allocated.
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Campaign on Behalf of Carers and Teachers Falsely
Accused or Wrongly Convicted of Child Abuse
Health and Nutrition

Answers to Christmas Quiz on Page 8
1)

Rudolph, Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen,
Donder, Blitzen, Cupid and Comet.

2)

The Messiah was written and performed In
Ireland to aid charities.

3)

In Mexico, the poinsettia is known as the
"Flower of the Holy Night". It was brought to
America by the diplomat Joel Poinsett in 1829

FOOD:
For those of you who watch what you eat, here's
the final word on health and nutrition. It's a relief
to know the truth after all those conflicting
nutritional studies.

4)

Rudyard Kipling

5)

1997

1. The Japanese eat very little fat and suffer fewer
heart attacks than Americans, Australians and Brits.
2. The Mexicans eat a lot of fat and suffer fewer
heart attacks than Americans, Australians and Brits.

6)

A wren was carried door to door to collect
money for charity. Nowadays the Irish pretend
to carry have one or use an artificial one.

3. The Chinese drink very little red wine and suffer
fewer heart attacks than Americans, Australians
and Brits.

7)

"Lambswool" was the drink that filled the
wassail bowl. Sugar, eggs and spices were
added to the ale, and toast floated on top with
the apples.

4. The Italians drink a lot of red wine and suffer
fewer heart attacks than Americans, Australians
and Brits.

8)

Goose clubs were popular with working-class
Londoners, who paid a few pence a week
towards the cost of a Christmas goose.

5. The Germans drink a lot of beer and eat lots of
sausages and fats and suffer fewer heart attacks
than Americans, Australians and Brits.

9)

The turkeys were walked to market. Their feet
were covered in tar to protect them from the
frozen mud of the road.

6. The New Zealanders eat a lot of lamb and suffer
fewer strokes per head of population than the
Americans, Australians and Brits.

10)

Originally Christmas wasn't celebrated on any
particular day. In 336 it was celebrated on
25th of December in Rome with an aim to
replacing the popular pagan winter solstice
celebrations

Conclusion: Eat and drink what you like. Speaking
English is apparently what kills you!

11)

During Cromwell’s reign (1649 to 1653)

a)

12)

Popular belief holds that 3 wise men visited
Bethlehem from the east bearing gifts.
Although three gifts were brought - gold,
frankincense and myrrh, there is no mention
in the Bible about the number of wise men
who visited.

72.3% of women addicted to wine were
also addicted to coffee.

b)

54% of adolescents addicted to beer also
drank copious amounts of tea.

c)

65% of men addicted to whiskey diluted it
with water.

13)

From December 26 to January 6th

14)

The 4th Century

15)

Germany

DRINK:
In study of Scottish alcoholics it was shown that:-

Conclusion: Drink as much wine, beer or whiskey
as you want: apparently its water, whether plain,
in tea or in coffee, that leads to alcoholism.

F.A.C.T. Helpline 02920 777 499
The F.A.C.T. helpline is normally open from 9:30am to 12:30pm and 6:30pm to 9:30pm
Mondays to Fridays, and on occasional Saturday mornings. It is not open Bank Holidays.
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