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Make a Difference
Ever since
F.A.C.T. was established
it has
tried to
maintain
a balance
between providing
individuals and their families
with support, and campaigning for
reform of the criminal justice system and for
changes in investigative practice of child abuse. In
general terms it is much easier for the national
committee to

provide personal support than it is to mount
campaigns. In part this is because we can more
easily identify with those of you whose lives have
been torn to shreds by grave injustice, and, in
part, because campaigns can only be successful
if YOU support us in good number.
Many of you do - but not yet enough to make a
lasting difference. We have to ‘up’ our game.
We are therefore launching some new initiatives
for the New Year. The first is our call by F.A.C.T.
women which you can read about on page three.
This is something you can all join in by adding
your names to the list of people answering this
call. The second is the setting aside of Tuesday
27th March 2007 as our Awakening Day - see
pages eight and nine. We are also launching two
legal initiatives which we trailed in November.
One for convicted, and one for non-convicted,
carers and teachers.
For Convicted Persons
This initiative is aimed at identifying convicted
individuals who can benefit from the recent

Appeal Court judgement made in respect of Anver
Sheikh’s appeal. F.A.C.T. would like to identify
individuals who have been convicted of historical
allegations which are date or event

specific - where the
accused maintained that he could not
have committed these offences as he was not
there at the material time but was unable to prove
this because key documents were
missing. This initiative is being
undertaken in
partnership with
the Historic Abuse
Appeal Panel.
For Non-convicted Persons
The second initiative concerns the need to identify
individuals who have never been convicted of the
allegations made against them but who have
suffered great loss as a result of police trawling.
This could be loss of reputation, career
opportunities, prolonged suspension, dismissal
from employment, unnecessary child protection
investigations, publicity or severe stress including
ill health etc. The aim will be to determine
whether, or not, these people have a claim against
the police, Government bodies, child protection
investigators, the Press etc. Our initial purpose is
to see whether, or not, it might be possible to
undertake the same kind of action in the UK that
was successfully deployed in Nova Scotia. F.A.C.T.
Continued on page 2
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Falsely Accused Carers and Teachers

A very Happy New Year to you all

F.A.C.T is a voluntary organisation which supports carers and teachers
who have been falsely accused and/or wrongly convicted of child
abuse, and campaigns on their behalf, for changes in investigative
practice, and for reform of the criminal justice system.

This edition of FACTion gives details of a number of
important initiatives which need the support of as
many of you as possible. Do, please, try and make your
presence felt.

Committee and Editorial Team
F.A.C.T. is managed by a national committee who can be
contacted as follow:
Chairman

Rory (sec@factuk.org)
01787 227997

Secretary

Michael (sec@factuk.org)
02920 777499

Treasurer

Ian (treasurer@factuk.org)
01905 778170

Lobbying

George (lobbying@factuk.org)
0113 2550559

Membership

Ian & Joy
(membership@factuk.org)
01594 529 237

Parole

George (parole@factuk)

Press

Gail (press@factuk.org)
02920 513016

Prison & Family Support

Joy (support@factuk.org)
01594 529 237

The committee is also supported by one other member, and
up to three co-opted members and representatives from
the regions, who can be contacted via the national secretary.

On that theme, we are in need of more regional
representatives, particularly from London, the South
East, East Anglia and the North East. Representatives
attend committee meetings and are an invaluable
source of information and inspiration. We always
benefit from new ideas and a fresh approach. New
blood is the catalyst for this.
Recent months have highlighted the increasingly
vulnerable position in which teachers, in particular,
often find themselves these days; a concern which is
challenging the employers, who are becoming more
and more worried by the status quo.
We have also been encouraged by the successes in the
Appeal Court (though mindful of the inevitable agony
felt by those who have been unsuccessful) and are
reminded of the expertise and dedication of those
solicitors who often work beyond the call of duty. Their
work can sometimes go unnoticed. Many of our
members who have suffered in the past at the hands
of incompetent solicitors, know only too well the
inestimable value of a good, caring solicitor.

All correspondence should be sent to:
F.A.C.T.
P.O. Box 3074,
Cardiff, CF3 3WZ
or by email to sec@factuk.org

Another encouraging sign has been some strong press
support, despite the current political climate, shown by
a good number of perceptive and sympathetic articles.
Long may this continue.

F.A.C.T.’s two main regional groups can be contacted at:

Of course, we can all play our part in this respect by
writing to newspapers to refute and/or illuminate
where mis-information or ignorance pervades. We can
'phone-in' and debate contentious issues; we can text
or e-mail our views. We can educate the public by (like
the Irish L.O.V.E ) letting our voices emerge. All of us in

F.A.C.T. North West,
P.O. Box 167, PRENTON, CH26 9AX
factnorthwest@factuk.org
F.A.C.T. North Wales
P.O. Box 2161, Wrexham, LL13 9WQ
factnorthwales@factuk.org
factnorthwales@wrexham.net

FACTion
FACTion is produced at approximately 6-8 week intervals at the national
committee’s discretion, and is provided free of charge to F.A.C.T.
members. The editorial team welcome articles for publication, of about
150 to 1,500 words, and letters of not more than 200 words. These
should be sent, to faction@factuk.org or by post to FACTion,
P.O. Box 3074, Cardiff, CF3 3WZ. (email preferred)
The editorial team reserve the right to edit any article or letter
sent for publication. All submissions must be accompanied by
the contributors name and address which, on request, will be
withheld from publication.

The views contained in FACTion are not necessarily
those of F.A.C.T., or its national committee.
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F.A.C.T. have a responsibility to do all we can, especially
for those who are in no position to do so. With my very
best wishes for 2007.

Rory
from page 1

is currently looking for cases where a group action can be
mounted in the civil courts. This could be in England and
Wales, Northern Ireland or in Scotland. At this stage we
are only asking people to express an interest as there are
a number of legal hurdles which have to be overcome. If
you are interested, or want further information please
write to F.A.C.T. PO Box 3074, Cardiff, CF3 3WZ, or email
the secretary (sec@factuk.org).
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Chris Saltrese

A CALL BY FACT WOMEN MEMBERS
TO SUPPORT OUR WRONGLY
CONVICTED PRISONERS
ON NATIONAL AWAKENING DAY
27th MARCH 2007
We are wives, partners, daughters, grand-mothers,
grand daughters, nieces, cousins, friends and
colleagues of current and former F.A.C.T.
prisoners. We think it is time that the impact of
false allegations of child abuse on women and
their families was given more attention.
We would be extremely grateful to F.A.C.T.
members and supporters, male and female, if they
could attend the vigils throughout Britain and
Ireland in large numbers to express their concern
over the injustices our prisoners have suffered as a
result of their wrongful convictions.

Solicitors
Chris Saltrese Solicitors is a law firm firm providing
a premium service in representing clients accused
of sexual offences and domestic violence, in
criminal proceedings. We have unrivalled expertise
in these areas, both regionally and nationally.
Many of our clients face allegations as a result of
• domestic or relationship disputes
• contact disputes
• mental health problems
• financial incentives
and have no prior experience of the criminal justice
system. Often these allegations involve
uncorroborated, historic allegations.
In this complex arena specialist legal advice and
representation is vital especially as recent changes
in the law, designed to convict genuine offenders,
also put the innocent at greater risk of injustice.

We therefore call on you to attend the protest at
one of the locations. Wakefield Prison has been
chosen as the focus for the Vigil which highlights
the unjust incarceration of our prisoners, whatever
prison they are in. However, you can equally well
express your support for the prisoners, by
attending one of the other protest vigils. Details of
all vigil locations are listed on page 9.

We particularly welcome carers, teachers, and
health care professionals who have been accused
of abuse and are likely to be subject to a criminal
investigation. Where allegations have been made
we would be happy to advise, whether or not
criminal investigations are underway.

We would also like everyone who supports this call
to send their names to F.A.C.T. (by phone, email or
letter) so that we can petition Clare Curtis Thomas
MP and Government Ministers on your behalf.

Tel: 01704 535 512
Fax: 01704 533056
Email: mail@chrissaltrese.co.uk
Website: www.chrissaltrese.co.u

For further information please contact
Chris Saltrese Solicitors
13 Scarisbrick New Road, Southport, PR8 6PU

C.C.R.C. - Apology
I wish to add my name to the call by
F.A.C.T. women for the impact of false
allegations on women and their families
to be given more attention.

Name

____________________

Location

____________________

Date

____________________

Please cut out (or photocopy) and send to F.A.C.T.
PO Box 3074, Cardiff CF3 3WZ. Alternatively
phone 02920 777 499 or email sec@factuk.org
and your support will be recorded. Only your first
name and your location (town) will be included on
any petition we hand over.
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As many of you will know, F.A.C.T. recently submitted a
paper to the Home Affairs Select Committee regarding
the Criminal Cases Review Commission.
In that paper F.A.C.T. made a number of observations
praising and criticising the C.C.R.C. for its performance in
recent years. One of the comments that F.A.C.T. made
related to the Siddal and Brooke case, when we reported
that the Commission had been criticised in the Court of
Appeal by the trial judge for its handling of the
paperwork.
The C.C.R.C. have written to us, pointing out that the
criticism made by the trial judge in this case was not
directed at the Commission, except in respect of some
minor pagination errors, but to Counsel.
F.A.C.T. has apologised to the C.C.R.C. for misrepresenting
the situation.
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Witch Hunt Generals and Witch Finder Generals
and domestic violence perpetrators, is the
wellspring of their campaigning.

Witch Finder General was the name given to the
person who sought out witches in earlier
centuries. Today, in modern witch hunting, we
have Witch Finder Generals and Witch Hunt
Generals.
The Witch Finder Generals are men and women
for whom the paedophile is the witch of our time.
These witch finders are to be found in the police,
social services and prosecuting services and
among psychotherapists. Menacing as the Witch
Finders are, in many ways more ominous are the
Witch Hunt Generals. The Witch Hunt Generals
promote, manipulate and drive the witch hunt and
have a pervasive influence on the witch finders. In
the main, but not exclusively, they are sectarian
feminists with a particular viewpoint on alleged
paedophilia. They see it as the prime instrument
used by men to impose ‘patriarchy’ - the
submission to adult male power - on girls, to
prepare them to be ‘submissive’ women in adult
life, and on boys, to show them the male pecking
order. To these puritans-against-patriarchy, sexual
relations between men and women are to be
avoided, hence their gender separatism. They
have a commendable aim in trying to end
patriarchy. However, in their pursuit of revenge
for centuries of patriarchy, the demonising of all
men as ubiquitous paedophiles, women beaters
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The witch finders generally accept that in order to
net the guilty they have to sacrifice the innocent
they inadvertently catch as well. The feminist witch
hunters have no such qualms because to them,
most if not all men are in effect paedophiles in
waiting and therefore they are deemed guilty when
accused. So these male witch finders looking for
paedophiles should be aware that the female witch
hunters will view them as likely paedophiles as
well. The gender warriors’ shrill and unrelenting
message can be heard in the media every time
action is threatened against someone found out
making false allegations of child abuse. They cry
out that legal sanctions will stop genuine cases
coming forward. Not surprising, as their mantra is
‘always believe the accuser’. Elsewhere, they
Continued overleaf

Paragon Law
Paragon Law have a deserved reputation for being the
UK’s leading immigration lawyers,
and are also noted for their excellence in
challenging public body decisions including
PRISON LAW.
We can help you find a just solution to:
Prison Adjudications
Sentence Planning
Re-categorisation
Tariff Representation
Sentence Planning
Parole Issues
Lifer Panels
Human Rights Issues
Paragon Law
Tel: 0115 964 123
Finebrook Studios, 7B Broad Street, Hockley
Village, NOTTINGHAM NG1 3AG
enquiries@paragonlaw.co.uk
Committed to the pursuit of
quality every time.
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dismiss research, suggesting that the number of
people abused in childhood is probably nowhere
near the levels claimed by their lobbyists, as
unhelpful. The segregationist feminists have
influence within the state apparatus where they
affect government thinking, often by way of the
more moderate women's lobbies in parliament.
Unfortunately, the involvement of mainstream
feminism in the admirable pursuit of improving the
lives of women and children has perhaps made it
less easier for more balanced feminists to speak
out strongly against the fundamentalists.
Any criticism by men of the segregationists’
extremist view of men as pre-disposed child
molesters and congenital woman bashers is
usually denounced as misogynist. Yet informed
criticism of these Witch Hunt Generals is no more
misogynist than a reasoned objection to the
excesses of Israeli policies is anti-Semitic.
(Interesting, given some of the similarities in
attitudes towards Jews and Witches in past
centuries.) The feminist witch hunters see men as
totally engulfed in misogyny. Times are changing.
Long before women rightfully began to gain
power in the political arena, witch hunts were
engineered by the powerful men who ran society;
men with the kind of misogynist outlook that led
to many women being denounced and executed
as witches. The current witch hunt, denouncing
men as paedophiles, is a modern witch hunt with
the roles reversed, in general engineered by a
‘femintern’. (A word aptly comparing them with
the old Soviet Union-inspired Comintern.) Yet
many men conspire with this witch hunt, in order
not to be denounced as child molesters, by
renouncing vestiges of their sexuality. To be safe,
they use the politically-correct language of the
witch hunters by projecting any sexual thought on
to the external demon – the paedophile. This is
particularly noticeable among men in the
emotion-driven parts of politics, social work,
police child protection, academia and the media.
We are grateful to False Allegations Action
Scotland http://www.faascotland.co.uk/for
permission to print this article.
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CONTACT DETAILS
Forgotten that email address?
You can use the following simplified F.A.C.T. email
addresses to contact F.A.C.T. committee members.
Chairman/Secretary: sec@factuk.org (Michael)
Treasurer: treasurer@factuk.org (Ian)
FACTion: faction@factuk.org
Help: help@factuk.org
Information: info@factuk.org
Lobbying: lobbying@factuk.org (George W)
Membership: membership@factuk.org (Joy)
Parole: parole@factuk.org (George J)
Press: press@factuk.org (Gail)
Prisoner Support: innocentprisoners@factuk (Joy)

Also
F.A.C.T. North Wales: factnorthwales@factuk.org
F.A.C.T. North West: factnorthwest@factuk.org
Please note these addresses, which reflect the
roles undertaken by committee members, are in
addition to the individual’s own personal email
addresses.

The Safeguarding Vulnerable
Groups Act 2006
The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006
which received Royal Assent before Christmas
introduces a new vetting and barring scheme for
all those working with children and young people
from 2008. This new barring scheme will integrate
the current List 99 (for teachers), and the
Protection of Children Act (POCAT) lists for those
working in childcare settings, and also provide for
a new list of people barred from working with
vulnerable adults to replace the (POVA)
Protection of Vulnerable Adults list. There will be
an independent Barring Board who will maintain a
children’s barred list, and an adults’ barred list,
which will be incorporated into a centralised list
Continued overleaf
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which employers, or prospective employers can
instantly check online.
The number of occupational roles where checks
will be mandatory will increase. The Act will also
mean that employers will be committing an
offence if they:
employ someone to work with children or
vulnerable adults whom they know to be
barred; or
employ someone who has not been
through the central vetting process.
Penalties for committing an offence will include up
to five years in prison and up to £5,000 fines.
Individuals who are barred will also be committing
an offence if they seek to gain work (paid or
voluntarily) in the relevant sector.
Persons placed on the list will be be given an
opportunity to make representations as to why
they should not be listed. An individual who is on a
barred list may, in certain circumstances, appeal
to a specially convened tribunal against a barring
decision. The appeal process is quite complicated.
In the main appeals should either concern a
process issue or a point of law.
The Act specifically limits the opportunity to
overturn findings of fact by professional bodies. It
is not clear to what extent individuals will be able

McSparran

to overturn findings of fact made by employers at
disciplinary hearings. Once listed barred
individuals may, from time to time, according to
proscribed time limits, ask for their listing to be
reviewed.
The IBB has a statutory obligation to include a person
on the list if it is satisfied that the person has at any
time [e.g. historically) engaged in “relevant conduct”
and they consider it necessary for the person to be
listed. There are essentially two tests, ‘conduct’ and
‘harm’.
Relevant conduct includes:Conduct which endangers a child or is likely to
endanger a child/vulnerable adult
Conduct involving sexual material (including
possession)
Conduct involving sexually explicit or violent
images
Conduct of a sexual nature

Harm includes:Harming a child/vulnerable adult
Causing a child/vulnerable adult to be harmed
Putting a child/vulnerable adult at risk of harm
Inciting another to harm a child/vulnerable
adult

The Act will be phased in from Autumn 2008.

McCormick

MSparran McCormick is a family firm of solicitors based in Glasgow with a well deserved
reputation for its advocacy, and for its friendly, efficient and professional service.
We firmly believe that everyone has a right to justice.
We specialise in educational law, employment law, civil litigation and criminal law.
If you have been falsely or wrongly accused then contact:
John McCormick, Solicitor Advocate
McSparran McCormick
Waterloo Chambers, 19 Waterloo Street
Glasgow, G2 6AH
Tel: 0141 248 7962
Email: mail@mcsparranmccormick.co.uk
Website: www.mcsparranmccormick.co.uk
When choosing any Solicitor, always make that decision in the light of
the reputation of the Solicitor, his experience and qualifications.
Do not make that decision in haste - you may have to spend a long time regretting it !
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Teacher permitted to contest conviction for pupil assault
A teacher who was convicted of assaulting a 12year-old pupil has been given approval to proceed
with a legal battle to clear his name.

was not an exercise of free will and there is,
therefore, an arguable case that the conviction
should be set aside.

David Bell (51), a former IT teacher at Laurelhill
Community College in Lisburn, was granted leave
to apply for a judicial review of his conviction for
common assault involving a female pupil in 2003.

"He stated in his affidavit that he was informed
before the hearing that a key witness for the
prosecution had made a statement retracting the
allegation of indecent assault.

Mr Bell was originally charged with indecent
assault but the charge was reduced to common
assault and he pleaded guilty and received an
absolute discharge.

"The passage of time may give rise to issues of
recollection but there should be records in the
prosecution service as to the sequence of events.
One would have thought the DPP would have a
note of the retraction of the witness statement
and that would be in the prosecution file."

His guilty plea followed the disclosure that a key
witness, another schoolgirl, had made a statement
retracting her evidence. Mr Bell told the High
Court yesterday that by the day of his trial there
no longer remained "sufficient evidence to
provide any reasonable prospect of my conviction
on a charge of indecent assault".
The prosecution's decision to continue with this
charge, when its evidential test could no longer be
met, was not just unreasonable but so
unreasonable that no authority properly
instructed as to the law could have made it.”
Mr Bell added that the charge of common assault
"would have failed any reasonable application of
the public interest test for the prosecution". He
told the court that on the day of his trial he was
given to understand that "while the prosecution
had come to accept that a charge of indecent
assault was unlikely to result in a conviction for
that offence, it would continue with this charge
confident of obtaining a default conviction for the
offence of common assault".
"This tactic was used to the point where a plea of
not guilty to indecent assault was accepted in
court before my prosecution for common assault,
the sole offence which the prosecution had been
truly latent on obtaining a conviction for," he
added.
Granting leave to apply for a judicial review Mr
Justice Girvan said: "The applicant makes the case
that the plea he entered to the charge of assault
FACTion / February 2007

He said the question to be decided was whether
the prosecution service should have continued
with the case after the retraction and in
circumstances where it was apparent that the
charge could not have been made good. The full
judicial review hearing will be heard by two judges
sitting in a Divisional Court as the issue relates to a
criminal matter.
Speaking outside court Mr Bell said: "I am intent
on restoring my good name.
"I feel that what happened in court was wrong, in
no-one's best interests and will do all I can to
overturn that decision."
Note: This article was left over from the Christmas
edition

Happy Birthday
Ron 12th February
Peter 21st February
Martyn 1st March
Mark 15th March
Happy Birthday
Mine is 8th of February!
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TIME FOR PUBLIC PROTEST AGAINST
A MODERN DAY WITCH HUNT
To awaken the public and politicians to our concerns
NATIONAL SPRING TIME AWAKENING DAY
Tuesday 27th March 2007 (11.30 till 2.30)
F.A.C.T. and other groups campaigning against false
allegations of child sexual abuse will hold a National
Spring Time Awakening Day on Tuesday 27th March.
This will be in the form of Vigils at locations across
England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, and possibly
overseas.
The timing of the event coincides with coming out of
the darkness and cold of Winter. The clocks having
gone forward, our hopes and energies raised by the
expectation Spring brings, through warmer weather
and longer daylight hours.
We are asking F.A.C.T. supporters to attend one of
the vigils.
Three months later there will be another national
event, a vigil for supporters of all groups , focussed
on the Home Office and Police role, outside the
Association of Chief Police Officers’ Conference at
GMEX in Manchester on either 20th, 21st or 22nd June
– depending on which day the Home Secretary is
addressing the Conference.

informing the local press, and providing their own
banners and placards, and for any ‘creative work’
they wish to use to get publicity (for example
balloons with a message on them). A national leaflet
and suggested messages to put on placards will be
provided to each group to print or photocopy the
number they require.
Supporters who do not live near the vigil location
sponsored by their group are welcome to attend an
event at another location.
Invitation to other Interested Groups
A welcome invitation to join the Awakening Day has
been sent to members and supporters of groups
which do excellent work on the issue of false memories of childhood abuse recovered in therapy,
notably the British False Memory Society, and to
other groups concerned about false allegations of
child sexual abuse.

Crime - Team

The Purpose of the Day

Specialists in all aspects of Criminal Defence work

To raise awareness among the public and politicians
of the consequences of false allegations of child
sexual abuse - lives destroyed – broken families earning ability wrecked – wrongful imprisonment and to promote our call for politicians in England,
Ireland, Wales and Scotland to set up Commissions
of Inquiry into the methods of disclosing,
investigating and prosecuting allegations of child
sexual abuse in criminal enquiries and
psychotherapeutic settings.

including, Magistrates Court, Crown Court Advocacy,
High Courts including the Court of Appeal, and C.C.R.C.
applications.
We also offer help UK wide on Prison Law including:

The Theme of the Day
The right of the falsely accused to be heard and the
need for the wrongly convicted to be freed.

Sentence Planning
Prison Adjudications
Re Categorisation
Tariff Representation
Lifer Panels
Human Rights Issues
We are also the managing firm of the Historical
Abuse Appeal Panel (HAAP) and have an unrivalled
reputation for dealing with abuse allegations of a
historical nature especially those in which it is
alleged multiple or serious sexual offences took

The Responsibilities of the Groups
The group or groups sponsoring and organising the
event at each location will be responsible for liasing
with the authorities over where they will stand,
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Crime-Team is a division of
Jordans LLP
4, Priory Place, Doncaster, DN1 1BP
01302 365 374
www.crime-team.co.uk
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Vigils Outside National Parliaments
Calling for Government Inquiries into child abuse investigation methods
UK Parliament in London. Contact: Trevor - 07985 700662 - trevorandcats@yahoo.co.uk)
Participants:
False Allegations Support Organisation (FASO),
People Against False Allegations of Abuse (PAFAA)
F.A.C.T. supporters in London and South East
Irish Parliament in Dublin.
Contact: Florence - (00353) 086 8762148 fhorsmanhogan@eircom.net)
Participants: Irish Groups
Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh. Contact: Peter: 07951 522040 - petermenellis@tiscali.co.uk
Participants: False Allegations Action Scotland (FAAS), Supporters of Kerelaw prisoners
Welsh Assembly in Cardiff. Contact: Gail – 07984 984142 - gail@wellwood.fsnet.co.uk
Participants: South Wales F.A.C.T.

Vigils Outside the Symbols of Our Concern
Wrongful Imprisonment.
Vigil at HMP Wakefield.
Contact: Geoff - 0937 557209, Olive - olliematty@aol.com (till 28th Feb)
Participants: St Camillus Support Group and F.A.C.T. supporters in Yorkshire and North East
Delay and Failure in Getting an Appeal.
Contact: Teresa 0121 354 4976 - tnt@napier99.wanadoo.co.uk
Vigil at Criminal Cases Review Commission in Birmingham
Participants: Justice for Kevin (JFK) and Friends of Robin (FORE)
Appeals Process. Contact: Don - 0765 496536 - donbampi@btinternet.com
Vigil at Court of Appeal in London.
Participants: Families Lobbying for Innocent Prisoners (FLIP), Supporting All Falsely Accused with Reference
Information (SAFARI)
Media Hostility. Contact: Roger 07786 786923 - mail@rsgriff.go-plus.net
Vigil at Daily Post in Llandudno.
Participants: F.A.C.T. North Wales
Psychotherapeutic malpractice in child sexual abuse disclosure.
Contact: Paddy 020 7460 2503paddyrossmore@hotmail.com
Vigil at the Royal College of Psychiatrists HQ in London.
Participants: Justice from Psychotherapy (JFP) who extend an invitation to supporters of the British False Memory
Society (BFMS) to join them
Birthplace of F.A.C.T. Contact: Gail 07951 1765038 - gail.stack1@hotmail.co.uk
Vigil in Liverpool organised by F.A.C.T. North West
Participants: F.A.C.T. North West

These vigils will last no more than a few hours (times vary according to location).
Please do your best to join us. If you would like to arrange a vigil nearer to your home, please contact us.
FACTion / February 2007
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In my opinion ...
“Lest we forget” by Myles Farncombe
“How victims remember trauma is the most divisive
issue facing psychology today”.
So begins the book Remembering Trauma, by Richard
McNally, Professor of Psychology at Harvard
University, published two years ago. At the centre of
this divisive issue is what is loosely called ‘False
Memory Syndrome’. The controversy surrounding it
has been raging since the late 1980s.
Richard Webster became interested in the subject of
false memory through writing his impressive book Why
Freud was Wrong. And, as he recounts in the Preface
to The Secret of Bryn Estyn, it was through attending a
meeting of the British False Memory
Society that he came in time to
undertake his lengthy investigation
and research beginning in North
Wales. The issue of false memory
frequently recurs in The Secret of
Bryn Estyn and is discussed with
great discernment in chapter 35,
‘Unblocking the Past’.

fighting against enormous odds. One obstacle among
many may be ill health. At the beginning of the
nightmare most will flounder in a state of shock. In
time this can lead to panic attacks and fear of, if not
actual, breakdown. But it is not only their own health
that the accused will be concerned with. The Daily Mail
(29.3.95.) under the heading ‘Why did they listen to a
girl who was clearly sick’, described (what many
parents have had to deal with) a father who, after
being accused of sexual abuse by his daughter,
recounted,
“I wanted to ask her what she meant by it, but her
mental state was so frail I was afraid
to challenge her. I thought it could
tip her over the edge. I know how
many young women with these
eating disorders commit suicide”.

“FACT members will
be familiar with
accusers who start to
believe their own
lies, or sincerely
believe a falsehood.”

Parents claiming that they were
being falsely accused by their adult
children in psychotherapy of past sexual abuse first
received media coverage in this country in 1993. In the
United States in recent years accused parents, and
adult children claiming to have been misled by their
therapy, have taken legal action against therapists,
sometimes receiving damages of up to $5 million. In
time this litigation became a potent means of curbing
what has been described in the U.S. as a national
tragedy. But here in the U.K. litigation against
offending therapists has not been possible, and this
has led to a uniquely tragic situation here. Over two
thousand families have sought the help of the BFMS,
many parents becoming members. And people are still
coming forward seeking help from the Society.
FACT members will be familiar with accusers who start
to believe their own lies, or sincerely believe a
falsehood. Members will understand the
circumstances of the accused in false memory cases:
the feelings of impotence, and the nature of their
helplessness. The accused have no voice and are
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Of course what innocent parents
want is for delusional ideas to be
recognised for what they are, and
then to be dispelled and replaced by
the truth. Litigation, even if it were
possible, would only be a last resort.

One of the consequences of the helplessness of
accused parents is that the psychotherapy
organisations have no first hand information, nor an
idea of the extent, of malpractice by their members.
(Third party complaints have not been possible). There
is, therefore, a dangerous gap between the
information the organisations responsible for the
proper conduct of psychotherapy have, and what is
happening on the ground, and all the suffering it
entails. To strive towards a sound scientific position,
professionals need every bit of evidence they can get.
One of their difficulties is that without extremely
careful scrutiny, and with the procedures at present in
place in psycho-therapy, recovered memory therapy
can appear convincing.
Yet the organisations were warned. Two books
published in this country, in 1995 and 1996, described
what had happened in America. In one of them,
Making Monsters. False Memories, Psychotherapy, &
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Sexual Hysteria, by Richard Ofshe and Esthan Watters
we read in the Introduction:
“To look away from the brutalization of patients in
therapy is now nothing less than an act of wilful
blindness and betrayal”.
In 1996 Roger Scotford, who founded the British False
Memory Society, wrote:
‘The False memory societies can collect and
present the evidence but it will be up
to the mental health profession to put its
own house in order. A task it must not ignore’.
Yet the task has been ignored. The bodies representing
the mental health profession have not even properly
examined the evidence. They have published some
guidelines, which are not always abided by.
The fact is that accused parents have never been given
the opportunity to give testimony. No examination has
taken place of the authenticity of their statements.
They have had to rely on representation through an
organisation. In stark contrast those making the
accusations have been given many hours, in their
therapy or counselling, to speak in a free manner
about their life. This incongruity and divergence should
not be overlooked. As one commentator has
remarked, The time-honoured concept in a democratic
society of listening to all sides in an open forum
is ignored in this type of therapy.
The imbalance and injustice it represents is vital to the
out-of-touch organisations in order to maintain their
position. Over the years the absurdity has allowed
professionals to discuss the ins and outs of recovered
memory therapy, and the issue of false memory,
without ever referring to the individual testimony of
any of the several thousand people vehemently
protesting their innocence. By a kind of sleight of hand
the ‘experts’ have excluded it.
They have good reason for doing so. They leave it to
the false memory societies to collect the information
and then, treating it as a whole, the counselling and
psychotherapy organisations will discredit it by saying
that, although they know false memory is a fact, some
of the memories once repressed recalling sexual abuse
will be true. This entirely ignores the hard won findings
of the research of the scientific and academic
community. And so the uncomfortable experience of
hearing the anguish and pain of parents and other
family members is avoided. Damage and pain that a
third party complaint, or an appeal to an independent
FACTion / February 2007

supervisor, regarding a very serious misdiagnosis,
could have lessened if not prevented.
The policy they follow carries a further advantage
accruing to professional bodies. Family members who
have been accused cannot directly play their part in
the ‘debate’. Yet it is all about whether certain events
did, or did not, take place. The distinctive thing about
real facts is their individuality. Regardless of their
rights, what accused parents have to say is allimportant. As this information lies outside the clinical
setting, there is a strong territorial issue here. But
parents and their representatives have allowed this
territory over which parents have, or should have,
authority to be usurped. The consequence is with
Continued overleaf

HAAP

4 Priory Place Doncaster DN1 1BP
Phone: 01302 309831
Fax: 01302 327521

You can help bring an end to the injustice of defending false
allegations of historical child abuse by
• instructing HAAP to represent you
• urging your solicitors to join the HAAP
• depositing YOUR legal papers with HAAP.
(All you need to do is contact HAAP
and they will send you an authorisation form)
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parents excluded, the professional bodies behave as if
they alone are entitled, and are in a position, to discuss
the vexed question of false memory.
Writing in the Lancet (December 2004) of the
improved situation in the United States, Elizabeth
Loftus, a leading authority on memory, wrote,
‘Innocent people remain in prison, unable
to disprove the charges against them.
Thousands of families have not fully
recovered from years of estrangement’.
She added: The increasing amount of research on the
malleability of human memory may be the only
positive outcome of the pain and suffering that the
memory wars have wrought. Harm came not only to
the accused innocent, but to their extended families as
well. The public standing of the mental health
profession was seriously damaged, and virtually
nothing was done to cure the patients themselves.
The research she refers to was itself scrutinised in a
survey amounting to some 400 pages by Richard
McNally. It was referred to at the beginning of this
article. The book has been described as a ‘stimulating,
erudite, wry, dispassionate overview of an
impassioned battleground. No better analysis exists’.

The Early Bird Catches the Worm
When Tony Blair’s aide, Ruth Turner, was arrested
in connection with the ‘cash for peerages’
investigations, government politicians squealed
with indignation at the manner of her dawn arrest
– and proclaimed her innocence and good
character. David Blunkett called it 'theatre' ;
others said it was a disgrace.
Ruth Turner may well indeed be innocent.
However, welcome to the world of early morning
police raids on innocent care workers of good
character. All that was missing were the TV
cameras, which often accompany similar raids on
suspected drug dealers, terrorists and
paedophiles, where the Government basks in the
glory of the police being seen to do their job. The
arrest of the Downing Street employee was an
example of the dogs turning on their masters. We
now have government politicians clamouring
about a witch-hunt by the police – the very
politicians who have encouraged and nurtured the
moral panic and police witch-hunts which have
affected so many innocent people in care homes
and residential schools across the UK.

Towards the end of the book McNally states:
The notion that the mind protects itself by repressing
or dissociating memories of trauma, rendering them
inaccessible to awareness, is a piece of psychiatric
folklore devoid of convincing empirical support.
This is now recognised as the sound scientific and
academic position. To quote again from the same
article by Elizabeth Loftus:
“The vitriolic controversy over repressed memories
occurred because people had trouble accepting a few
important truths about memory. Just because a
memory is held with confidence, contains details, and
seems emotional, does not mean it is real”.

Finance
Following the October AGM, the Treasurer has
confirmed that the audit of accounts has now been
completed. We apologise for not giving notice of this
in the Christmas edition of FACTion but space was
limited. As previously reported, the funds are in a
reasonably healthy position. However, F.A.C.T. is
currently spending more each year than it receives
in income, but has sufficient reserves at present.
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Clarke & Hartland Solicitors
48 The Parade
Roath, Cardiff, CF24 3AB
02920 483 181
Clarke and Hartland Solicitors are a well established
firm of solicitors based in Cardiff with over 20 years
legal experience. We provide a range of legal services
and also specialise in CRIMINAL DEFENCE work.

• we have developed a reputation for
excellence throughout Cardiff and the
surrounding area.
• we offer personal attention with a
professional, friendly, reliable and efficient
service.
• we provide high quality legal services which
you can rely on.
• we are trusted for our the high standards of
advocacy, knowledge and expertise.
• our rates are very competitive.
Clarke and Hartland have successfully defended a
number of cases where allegations have been made
against carers, teachers, and other professionals.
FACTion / February 2007

was given permission to attend. One of the conditions
was that should I need to use the toilet I must inform
one of the elders, who will supervise me!

Dear FACTion
I have been receiving FACTion for in excess of three
years. Like many FACT members I have encountered
police manipulation of evidence, grooming of court
witnesses, non- disclosure of evidence important to
proving one’s innocence, blatant infringement of
investigative procedures and a campaign of character
assassination. All this to achieve so called ‘justice’
which just happens to result in a number of senior
officers gaining promotion and pay rises. Who says
crime doesn’t pay? Therefore, I say to those who
read FACTion or are represented by FACT, do not
forget that others than the ‘victim(s)’ stand to gain
financially from achieving a conviction at any cost. A
police force that perceives itself to be underpaid
finds the glittering reward of promotion and
increased pay good reason not to care about ruining
an innocent person’s life. Thus, this factor also needs
to be highlighted to M.P's, Government officials,
Select Committees, miscarriage of justice groups and
the media. Not to do so omits an important factor
which explains why the police force are happy,
knowing they send innocent people to jail.
In solidarity, , Dave - On the Inside

Dear FACTion
Having spent ten years in prison for something I didn’t
do, I have now been out for some months on licence
and live in a hostel. Because I maintain my innocence I
am regarded as high risk. ‘We don’t know you,’ they
say, ‘you haven’t done any courses.'
I have done all I can to cooperate. They asked me to
see a clinical therapist; I agreed. He spent 4-5 hours
talking about men who commit sexual offences and
why they do it. The whole session was geared to get
me to admit guilt. I explained how I came to be
wrongly convicted; he listened.
I told my probation officer I would like to attend
church. The same church that I attended before going
into prison. I was told no - not until they were happy
with the child protection policy of that church. Several
weeks later, after my probation officer and a child
protection liaison officer had spoken to my pastor, I
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I am not allowed to attend the local swimming baths,
even though I wanted to attend an adults' only
session. I am not allowed a leisure card, which entitles
me to reduced rates at places like the swimming pool
and other amenities.
Recently, I began going to the pub with two of the
older residents of the hostel. Both were around my
age and seemed sensible. After several weeks, my
probation officer told me she was not happy with the
company I chose to drink with - even though they live
at the same hostel as me! I was warned twice,
verbally. I contacted my solicitor who said it is not a
crime to drink, nor is there guilt by association! During
a review of my case I was questioned why I went to a
particular pub. My probation officer told her senior
that it was she who recommended that particular pub!
I was also told that there had been a log entry on the
computer that on one occasion I received a telephone
call on my mobile whilst in a communal area, and that I
went somewhere quiet to take the call. So what! On
another occasion, I was called into the office and asked
to open a letter in their presence. They said it
appeared to be written by someone under sixteen. I
recognised the writing and told them that it was from
an inmate from prison. They looked inside and read
the contents. Of course, it was.
Is this how innocent people should be treated in a free
and democratic society?
Yours , (name withheld)

Thank You
We have received numerous letters from men in
prison, and from family members, asking us to pass
on their thanks for all the Christmas cards they
received from FACT members and supporters. Joy
Gower said, “Many have been touched by individual
acts of kindness, and have received cards from all
over the UK, as well as some from abroad. It is
obvious from the tone of their letters the importance
of these cards and how much the messages of
support are appreciated”.
We are very grateful to all who sent the cards especially those from overseas.
Thank you.
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BOOK SALE

SPRING CONFERENCE

The Great Children’s Home Panic by Richard Webster
Orwell Press, new, softback pp69. Cost £5 inc P&P
In the 1990 an entirely new kind of police investigation
evolved. Conducted on a massive scale, and at huge
public expense, it had the the aim of gathering
retrospective allegations of sexual abuse against
careworkers. Thousands of such allegations were
collected and several careworkers were convicted as a
result. Is this the horrifying reality, or have we
unleashed a witch hunt which cannot discriminate
between the innocent & the guilty?

The F.A.C.T. Spring conference will be held on
26th May at St Chad’s in Birmingham and will start
at mid-day.

The Secret of Bryn Estyn by Richard Webster
Orwell Press, new, hardback, 752 pp.
Cost £20 inc p&p
In 1991 rumours began to circulate in North Wales that
Bryn Estyn, a home for adolescent boys on the
outskirts of Wrexham, was the centre of a paedophile
ring. A massive police investigation was launched
which, over the next ten years, spread to care homes
throughout Britain. Thousands of careworkers were
accused, hundreds arrested, and dozens convicted.
Had we at last faced up to a horrifying reality? Or had
we unleashed an entirely new kind of witch-hunt, one
that was unable to discriminate between the innocent
and the guilty?
Buy the Secret of Bryn Estyn and get the Children’s
Home Panic free
Insight into Anguish
by Melanie Metcalfe
Day One Publications. Softbound. New, 288pp
Cost £7.50 inc P&P
This book is an account of the experiences of an
ordinary family who find themselves caught up in a
living nightmare when the father of young children is
arrested and forced to stand trial over serious sexual
allegations. It is a cautionary tale of rough justice
which warns how the accused in such a case often
faces an automatic ' presumption of guilt'.

Buy all three books for £25 including p&p
Please send your orders to
F.A.C.T., PO Box 3074, Cardiff, CF3 3WZ.
Please make cheques payable to F.A.C.T.
To reserve an order:
Phone: 02920 777 499 |Email: sec@factuk.org
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Immediately prior to the conference, at 11:15am,
we shall also be holding an EGM to consider a
report on the merits of F.A.C.T. becoming a
registered charity.
There are sound arguments for and against this
idea. The national committee we like to hear your
views, if possible, before 1st April so that it can
determine its position.
Please send them to PO Box 3074, Cardiff CF3 3WZ
or by email to sec@factuk.org.

URGENT: CAN YOU HELP
We have been contacted by Ingrid Karmark, whose
husband Peter has been in prison for about six years.
Ingrid has been researching "Miscarriages of Justice in the
context of Child Abuse" as part of a Ph.D. at the University
of Kent (Canterbury). Ingrid is also involving
undergraduates at the Law Clinic, who are themselves
studying "flawed evidence".
Ingrid’s studies are going very well indeed, and so far she
has submitted two chapters on the definition of Child
Abuse and on Moral Panic. Her professor is enthusiastic,
fascinated, impressed and very much in favour of what she
is doing.
She now needs to study 20 cases: documentation, witness
statements, counsels' opinions; anything that clearly
indicates a miscarriage of justice. Successful
outcomes/appeals and unsuccessful outcomes/appeals are
all welcome; in fact, a wide range of cases is needed.
Her ideal would be to work on about two cases a month.
There is no doubt that academic studies have a very
important part to play in our campaign, in that they
inevitably demonstrate evidential rigour, and almost
always, a balanced objectivity. Otherwise, particularly in
this study, they would not be accepted for a Ph.D.
We would like to give Ingrid every possible support.
All of us have experience, advice etc. that we can offer
Ingrid; and some will be able to direct her towards specific,
suitable case studies.
Her telephone number is 01795 430 660 and e-mail
address: ingrid.karmark@lineone.net
Please get in touch with her and give her every help
that you can.
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On the F.A.C.T. website ....
It has been a while since we last trawled the Internet
and reviewed what can be found on the F.A.C.T. web
site. November news items began with a report that six
victims of a North Wales Children’s Home who were
awarded £200,000 compensation were told they would
not receive it as the home had gone bust and the
insurers were not liable. November also saw a number
of the now routine reports of women being jailed over
rape lies - including the Warren Blackwell case.
There is also an article about ACPO’s suggestion that
not all sexual offences against children should be
treated as paedophilia, and a very thought provoking
article by Fay Wertheimer which appeared in the
Guardian on the 29th November titled “How Reliable
Are Care Home Allegations of Child Abuse”.
Considerable attention is also given to Judge Tony
Mitchell’s instruction to a Derby jury that they find the
defendant in a sexual abuse case not guilty as the
investigating police officer had not disclosed ‘absolutely
vital’ evidence to both the prosecuting and defending
solicitors involved in the case, including information
that the initial complaint to Derbyshire Police was
made by a friend of the family who was a serving police
officer at the time.
December began with the welcome news that 79
Shelburne staff in Nova Scotia had received their share
of $5.5 compensation settlement for being falsely
accused. This story was followed by considerable press
coverage of the Anver Sheikh’s successful appeal.
One of the more poignant stories is of a convicted
murderer in America who conclusively proved his
innocence by investigating his own case from behind
bars at a maximum-security prison and identifying the
real killer.
The January items begin with news about the passing of
the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006. Also in
January the the Home Office (can you ever believe
what they say) announce an intention to update the
ACPO guidance on the investigation of historic child
abuse cases. There is also considerable coverage of the
efforts being made by some MP’s to ensure that
anonymity given to rape accusers is lifted in cases
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where it is established that the complainant lied.
January seems to have been a bad month for false
accusers. One, in Birmingham was ordered to pay over
£700,00 in compensation to her two victims. Somewhat
spoiling the trend there is also a report that the
Catholic Church in Ireland is to pay out €1.3 billion
(£780 million) to victims of abuse.
One of the stories covered in depth concerns Miroslav
Machecek, a teacher from Prague in the Czech
Republic, who spent five months in prison and endured
a living hell after being accused of indecently touching a
10-year-old as she stood holding her mother's hand in
the delicatessen queue at a Wigan supermarket. The
girl's mother claimed that Mr Machecek reached his
hand under the girl's right arm and started groping her
chest, something that he has vigorously denied since
being accused in March of last year. The jury at
Liverpool Crown Court took just an hour and 15
minutes - including lunch - to clear him.
Another story which appears of the website but was
under reported by the press concerned the re-arrest of
Freddie O’Neil. Freddie, 44, a devout Christian and a
father-of-five, who spent a month in Pentonville and
Bedford prisons on remand after a trainee detective
believed an alleged crack-cocaine addict over Mr
O’Neill, who had previously been commended for
saving a police officer.
Mr O’Neill had been falsely accused of robbery. The
case was thrown out at Wood Green Crown Court after
it emerged the alleged victim had lied and given a false
identity on his witness statement. But weeks after
being freed Mr O’Neill was re-arrested and thrown into
a police van. He said: “They pulled up and told me I was
in breach of my bail conditions. Then, the following
night, they just released me and the desk sergeant said
‘sorry mate, we made a mistake’.“This was despite my
protestations and calls from my solicitor telling them I
had been freed by the judge unconditionally.”
Given recent events in Scotland it was somewhat
surprising, but never the less welcome, to read reports
that Scotland’s Childrens’ Commissioner should make
an impassioned plea that adults are now too scared to
work with children.
Finally there is reference to Dawn Annandale, a
respected author, admitting to making a false
allegation of rape, and of wasting police time. Why is it
that respected authors seems more likely than others
to confuse fact with fiction. Something to do fame,
notoriety and money perhaps?
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F.A.C.T.

Campaign on Behalf of Carers and Teachers Falsely
Accused or Wrongly Convicted of Child Abuse

Personalia
Happy New Year. Did you make a New Year's
Resolution? How long did it last?
We begin our news round up by offering our very best
wishes to Sheila Crosby, who has been in hospital and is
now recovering from major surgery; and also to Jimmy
Hepburn who has been poorly.
Elsewhere, you will have read about the dozens of
thank-you letters Joy Gower and other members of the
committee have received from F.A.C.T. members in
prison asking us to pass on their thanks to those who
sent them Christmas cards. As one person said: “you
can't imagine what it's like to receive such messages of
support at this time of the year. It’s like discovering a
friend you never knew you had”.
Not all the Christmas cards received by F.A.C.T.
members were welcome though. This year South Wales
Police decided to send out over 600 cards to people on
the sex offenders register, reminding them that they
knew where they lived and were watching over them.
The front of the card depicted a prisoner lying on
a mattress in a cell littered with the odd Christmas
present. The headline was Happy Christmas? Inside the
card it asked: “Where are you going to spend
Christmas?”
South Wales police defend their action as being part of
their moral and statutory duty to protect the public.
Quite how a Christmas card can afford such protection
has not been explained. Whilst F.A.C.T. holds no brief
for people rightly convicted of sexual offences of
whatever sort, F.A.C.T. has made an official complaint
to the police. The card was in extraordinarily bad taste
and has all the hallmarks of a cheap and entirely
misleading publicity stunt. It is doubtful whether it will
have any impact on preventing offending behaviour.
Neither is it acceptable that the police should be making
fun of, and taunt, those who been convicted of crimes,
many of whom are trying to rehabilitate themselves. It
is just as unacceptable that the police should be

rejoicing in the misfortune of these particular
offenders, in the same way as the perverse reaction of
some when Saddam Hussein was executed. There is
something very uncivilised and inhuman about the
police behaviour.
The actions of South Wales Police can be compared
with those of North Wales police who recently attended
a F.A.C.T. North Wales meeting and contributed to a
very civilised discussion on public protection. Around
the regions things have been generally quiet. F.A.C.T.
North West held a meeting at their new venue, when
the main item of discussion was the call by FACT women
to draw attention to the impact false allegations have
on them, their children and the wider family.
The National Committee also met on 13th January. In
reviewing its achievements over the past year the
Committee agreed that its priority for the next 12
months would be to progress established projects, such
as the research project and trust fund, which are being
developed in partnership with HAAP.
The Committee also recognises that we all need to be
more pro-active in challenging injustice caused by local
authorities, government agencies, and public bodies. It
is disappointing that some of our recent calls for more
pro-active support have gone unnoticed. We cannot for
example take on the authorities unless sufficient
numbers of you respond to our calls for direct support
or for case specific information. If we don’t turn out in
force or just present a single case (or issue) as cause for
concern, we are vulnerable to being fobbed off. If a few
dozen of us share the same experience, we get noticed;
and it is much easier to campaign for change.
What ever your circumstances, please show your
resolve and support us in the coming year. Participate in
an Awakening Day; join the ACPO lobby; attend a
F.A.C.T. Conference (especially if you have not been to
one before); and answer the call by F.A.C.T. women to
take our case to a higher level. Send us details of your
case and then, maybe, it will no longer be necessary to
send out so many Christmas cards to prison addresses.

F.A.C.T. Helpline 02920 777 499
The F.A.C.T. helpline is normally open from 9:30am to 12:30pm and 6:30pm to 9:30pm
Mondays to Fridays, and on occasional Saturday mornings. It is not open Bank Holidays.
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