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Justice At Last for Darryl
Victory for Molly — but at what cost?
friends and F.A.C.T. members
throughout the UK, Molly alerted
the Criminal Cases Review Commission (CCRC) to Darryl’s case.
John Weedon, a Commissioner for
the CCRC, gave a key note speech
to the F.A.C.T. conference in May
2004. No one who was present will
ever forget her plea to him. Molly,
now well into her eighties, was
determined that she should hear
Darryl’s name cleared. Sadly,
Darryl’s father had died soon after
he was convicted.

Case Re-examined
The long fight by Molly Gee to clear
her son’s name ended in the Appeal
Court on 31st March, when a rape
conviction against Darryl Gee was
quashed in the Court of Appeal.
Sadly, Darryl died in August 2002
aged 55 in Armley prison.
Darryl was a music teacher living in
Huddersfield. Following allegations
of rape and indecent assault against a
10 year old girl he had taught in
1989, allegations which were made
some ten years later, Darryl was
convicted by majority verdict after a
week-long trial at Leeds Crown
Court and sentenced to 8 years
imprisonment in January 2001.
Darryl appealed against his
conviction but died soon after
losing his second appeal. His
mother. Molly, vowed to clear his
name. With the support of close
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The CCRC re-examined the case,
bringing in memory expert Dr
Martin Conway. His report on Mr
Gee's accuser - along with other
medical evidence about her proved crucial to the defence. At
the Appeal Court the presiding
Judge, Lady Justice Smith, heard
that the complainant, who is now
26, had made very similar
allegations against a John
Hudson, from Huddersfield,
whose conviction was quashed by
the Appeal Court last year. At a
re-trial in February this year, the
CPS offered no evidence. Mr Gee
and Mr Hudson did not know
one another.
Mr Gee's barrister, Mr Malcolm
Swift QC, had appealed against
Darryl’s conviction, and
prosecuting barrister, Mr Jeremy
Richardson, told the three Appeal
Court judges the CPS did not

oppose the appeal. He admitted
"real reservations as to the
credibility of the accounts that the
complainant has given". Mrs Gee
was also granted costs in excess of
of £60,000 - the money she has
had to spend pursuing the case to
prove her son's innocence.
Mr Swift said: "The belief of the
Gee family is that this is a tragic
case from all points of view. Mr
Gee always protested his
innocence.” Lady Justice Smith
said that if what was known now
was known at the time of Mr
Gee's trial ,"the outcome might
well have been to acquit Mr Gee
and we must find the verdicts
unsafe. The convictions will be
quashed and we hope this sad
story can be said to be at an end."

Good News
Mrs Gee was given the good news in
a phone call. She said: “I'm just so
pleased, but I'll have to ring off now
because I'm going to cry.” Mr Swift
said later:: “Fortunately cases like
these are rare. The system isn't geared
to look at difficult cases like this. In
cases of a sexual nature the state of
the law is not satisfactory. Darryl's
case is very unusual. You do not
often get cases that are proveably
wrong.” He said that, after Mr Gee
lost his appeal in July 2002, he was a
shattered man and died in Armley
Prison just weeks later, and added:
"Up to then he had faith in the
Continued on page 8…
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Editorial
This is the first FACTion produced
under the new editorial and printing
arrangements. F.A.C.T. has been very
fortunate in having David Sherwell as
its FACTion editor. We are deeply
grateful for all that he has done, and for
the generosity of his employers in
allowing him to print it at cost price.
David has always managed to put
together a lively and informative
magazine. The range and depth of
articles has been staggering, the
artwork impeccable. Although David
must take credit for the finished
magazine we know he would say he
could not have achieved so much
without your support and
encouragement.
We hope you will enjoy this issue
and see it as a demonstration of our
commitment to try and maintain the
high standard David has set us –
though it may take us some time to
learn how to use the technology and
grasp the practicalities of
production, printing and
distribution!
Without David’s massive commitment, it is more important than
ever that FACTion is a team effort.
The committee will be fully
involved in its production and, as
many of you have requested, we
hope to keep you better informed
of what we do on your behalf.
FACTions will be produced at
intervals, in-line with national
committee meetings (approximately
every six weeks). This will help keep
FACTion on a regular schedule.
We also hope FACTion can be tied
in with the F.A.C.T. web site at
www.factuk.org so that those of you
who do not have internet access do
not miss out. This we hope will be
of particular benefit to F.A.C.T.
members in prison.
With the help of David’s employers,
we have been printing around a
thousand copies each issue – the
vast majority of which have been
posted to F.A.C.T. members and
supporters. Without this help each
copy of FACTion will now cost
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between fifty and seventy pence to
produce and distribute. A print run
of 1,000 copies is likely to be
prohibitively expensive. We will
certainly make sure that members
and key supporters do not miss out.
However, without additional
income, we will have to limit the
numbers sent to other parties.
With this in mind, we’re looking to
sponsor each edition of FACTion,
as some of you have generously
done in the past. If this is
something you, a group of you, or
your firm would like to do, please
get in touch. Ideally we would like
to raise £150 in sponsorship for
each edition of FACTion, about
£1,200 a year.
Remember, FACTion is your
magazine. We need to hear your
voice, and to exchange information,
opinion and news. We need to
know what you like and dislike
about FACTion, to ensure that it
continues to be a valued resource
for everyone concerned with
F.A.C.T.
We also need people to write relevant
and informative articles for FACTion.
These can be as short as ten, or as
much as a thousand words long; serious
or humorous, critical or complimentary.
We will withhold your name or use a
pseudonym if you prefer.
Send your comments and articles to
FACTion, PO Box 3074, Cardiff,
CF3 3WZ or by email to
faction@factuk.org
The editorial team look forward to
hearing from you all.

Happy Birthday
There is only one birthday
this month (as far as we
know) so Happy Birthday

Chairman’s Report
We owe much gratitude to David
for his tirelesss work in producing
thirteen editions of FACTion, all of
the highest standard and reflecting
F.A.C.T.’s development and
expansion. The new Editorial Team
look forward to continuing and
building on David's excellent
initiatives.
The National Committee met on
Saturday 22 April and, apart from
its regular business, concentrated
on the new arrangements for
FACTion; Operation Release and
further Lobbying; and the May
Conference. Reports from the
Regions can be found under
“National and Regional News”. It
is particularly good to see the
North West going from strength to
strength.
I am reminded of a memorable
North West Conference when we
first met Molly Gee, who addressed
us in her typically forthright
manner. Darryl’s story was
harrowing, her determination
palpable and the impact made,
considerable. How good it is to see
this rewarded by the legal
acknowledgement of his innocence.
If Molly represented ‘old feisty’ at
that Conference, ‘young feisty’ was
represented by an equally
determined and vociferous
teenager, David Strettle, who
shared with us his family’s outrage
at the injustice suffered by his
father, Barry. David is now an
England Rugby Union
International, having played
recently in the winning team in the
Hong Kong Sevens, where he ably
demonstrated those qualities.
May I urge you all to come to
F.A.C.T.’s Spring Conference,
where we shall demonstrate that
very same determination. We have
a very interesting programme and
two excellent speakers. I look
forward to seeing you there.
Rory. 24th April 2006
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Royal Courts of
Justice
The Royal Courts of Justice Advice
Bureau have set up a Miscarriage of
Justice Support Service to provide
confidential advice and assistance
to people whose cases have been
reviewed by the Criminal Cases
Review Commission and referred
to the Court of Appeal for a rehearing, and to people pursuing
their own out of time appeal.
The service also aims to visit
clients before their release to
assess need, and to have an advisor
on hand at the appeal hearing in
order to assist the client through
the discharge process.
After release, ongoing advice and
support will be provided to assist
with resettlement issues such as
accommodation, income, applying for National Insurance
credits, registering for health care,
employment and training needs,
and finding a solicitor to deal with
compensation claims. The service
is funded by the Home Office
and run independently by the
Citizens Advice Service.
The service has been in existence
for a while but has recently
obtained funding for a three year
expansion. The service was relaunched at a presentation held
in the Middle Temple on the
30th April. This was attended by
Home Office officials, CAB
staff, lawyers, representatives
from several charities and
voluntary organisations, and
several victims of miscarriage of
justice including a number of
high profile cases. F.A.C.T. was
also represented.
If you would like further details
as to what the Royal Courts of
Justice Advice Bureau or the
Miscarriage of Justice Support
Service are able to offer you can
contact them direct Tel: 020
7947 7822 or by email
mjs@rcjadvice.org.uk, or if you
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Safeguarding of
Vulnerable Groups Bill
The Government have recently
published the Safeguarding
Vulnerable Groups Bill. This aims
to provide a central vetting process
built on the Criminal Records
Bureau (CRB), with a new
independent statutory Board
taking decisions on including
someone on the barred list where
evidence suggests that they present
a risk of harm to children or
vulnerable adults. This new
scheme will integrate the current
teachers List 99, and the
Protection of Children Act list and
provide a new list of people barred
from working with vulnerable
adults, replacing the Protection of
Vulnerable Adults List. The Home
Office are currently working on
the detail with the DfES. It will be
possible to review or appeal a
decision. The new system will
streamline the current chaotic
system but F.A.C.T. is concerned
that Ministers will no longer be
able to use their discretion in
borderline cases.
F.A.C.T. is actively lobbying
Ministers for additional safeguards
and will keep you informed of
progress. We are particularly
concerned that the Government
use this opportunity to ensure that
Chief Constables are made
accountable for information they
include on CRB checks (including
non conviction information), and
that they introduce an appeal
mechanism for those people who
wish to challenge the validity of
such comments.
The majority of our referrals are
from people with concerns about
information on their CRB check.
We need to make sure of a proper
balance between the need to
protect children/vulnerable adults,
while safeguarding the reputations
of innocent carers and teachers.
Please lobby your MP and make
sure they understand the issues.

F.A.C.T.
Spring Conference
False Allegations - Fighting Back

Saturday 20th May 2006
11:30am to 4:30pm

To be held at St Chad’s RC
Cathedral, Birmingham
(Close to road and rail networks)

Free Admission
Refreshments will be provided
at nominal charge

Come and join us
For further details contact Gail or Joy

Welcome home
John Porteous, Robert Starr and
another F.A.C.T. member have
recently been released from prison.
We wish them and their families
every success as they re-adjust to
one another, and begin this new
chapter in their lives.

Dr Richard Baker
Congratulations to Richard Baker
on being awarded his PhD. His
dissertation was titled
The perspectives of Pupils, Parents and
Teachers in a Secondary School,
regarding the role of Homework.

Golden Wedding
Congratulations to Freda & Bob
who recently celebrated their Golden
Wedding. Bob and Freda spent a
quiet but emotional day with family.
Earlier local members presented
them with a camera so that they
could take pictures of the occasion.
Freda and Bob are delighted with the
gift which they intend to put to very
good use during their forthcoming
stay in London at the Hilton Hotel - a
present from family members.
We hope they will have a very restful
and pleasant time and wish them
continuing health and happiness in
the years ahead. We thank them both
for all that they do for F.A.C.T.
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Commissioner Defends Work of
Criminal Cases Review Commission
Keynote speech at launch of Miscarriages of Justice Support
This talk was given by Alastair R MacGregor QC, Acting Chairman of the Criminal Cases
Review Commission at the launch of the Miscarriage of Justice Group on 30th April 2006
at the Middle Temple. In attendance were Home Office officials, CAB staff, lawyers,
journalists, voluntary organisations (including two F.A.C.T representatives) and victims of
miscarriage of justice.

The Commission's Chairman,
Graham Zellick, is not yet fully
recovered from his recent
operation and in his place I am
happy to be able to say a few words
on the Commission's behalf.
First, let me congratulate the
Miscarriages of Justice Support
Service on their successful pilot –
and the Home Office for granting
funding to the Service for a further
three years. We at the Commission
are also dependant on the Home
Office for our funding and we

applaud this further recognition
that, while there are of course
victims of crime who need society's
help and support, so also are there
victims of society's inevitably
imperfect attempts to do justice to
those who are charged with crime.
It is often said that the way we treat
our prisoners defines the quality of
our society. It could equally be said
that the integrity of our criminal
justice system is defined by the way
we own up to - and address - the
mistakes which that system
sometimes makes. As Lord Steyn
reminded us in a recent Privy Council
case: “the spirit of liberty is the spirit
which is not too sure that it is right.”
Over the years of the Commission's existence we have had
about 8,500 applications - nearly a
thousand in the last year alone from those who have claimed to be
victims of miscarriages of justice.

You can help bring an end to the
injustice of defending false
allegations of historical child
abuse by
• instructing HAAP to represent
you
• urging your solicitors to join the
HAAP.
• depositing YOUR legal papers
with HAAP. (All you need to do
is contact HAAP and they will
send you an authorisation form).
• sharing information about your
accusers
www.appealpanel.org
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Many of them – probably, we think,
the overwhelming majority – have
been nothing of the sort. They may
be critical of, or confused by, the
system - but they have not been the
victims of its inevitable flaws. But a
small proportion of those who have
applied to us undoubtedly have been
victims of miscarriages of justice.
Of the 260 or so cases which we
have referred back to the Court of
Appeal and which have been heard
(there are 55 which have yet to be
heard) 182 - or about 70 per cent have resulted in the relevant
conviction or sentence being
quashed or varied.

The establishment of the
Commission represented a brave
admission by our society that
mistakes can and do occur in our
criminal justice system and that we
need an independent mechanism
for investigating possible mistakes.
Public confidence in our criminal
justice system may be rocked by the
occasional revelation that errors
have been made - but such
confidence is wholly undermined
by any attempt to pretend that such
errors simply do not occur. In the
vast majority of the cases which we
review we find no reason for major
concern about the safety of the
conviction or the fairness of the
sentence - we try never to forget,
however, that we may be wrong and that miscarriages of justice, if
uncorrected, not only erode public
confidence in our justice system they can ruin lives.
We recognise, of course, that we at
the Commission can also make
mistakes. We may sometimes
disagree with the Court of
Appeal's decisions on our referrals,
but equally there are times when,
on reconsideration, we are driven
to accept that their judgment has
been better than ours. Sometimes
we are asked - indeed told - to
think again by the Administrative
Court when they deal with
challenges to decisions we have
made not to refer cases. And
sometimes we are quite properly
challenged by pressure groups and
other organisations who worry, as
we do ourselves, about the balance
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that, in an era of limited resources,
we have to strike between the duty
of thoroughness we owe to those
whose cases we are now reviewing
and the duty of expedition we owe
to applicants whose cases we have
yet to consider.
We don't always agree with the
criticisms which are made of us
but we do try to learn from them.
We also recognise, I hope, that
because miscarriages of justice
really matter - and because they
can but multiply in an
environment of smug selfsatisfaction or cosy institutional
relationships, it can never be right
for us to feel too relaxed about the
work we do or for us to have too
easy a relationship with the
applicants, courts and pressure
groups with whom we deal. Like
the spirit of liberty, neither we nor
anyone else concerned about
miscarriages of justice can afford
to feel 'too sure' that we are right.
Another test of a healthy society is
the way it treats those who have
been the victims of injustice while
they are waiting for that injustice to
be remedied or after a Court by its
judgment has recognised that an
injustice has been done. And I think
it’s fair to say that in the past –
applying that test - we have all fallen
short. Certainly at the Commission
there is a temptation to think in
terms of cases rather than of people
and to think of a referral to the
Court of Appeal as another case
closed, the only unfinished business
being the view ultimately taken of
that referral by the Court.
What we tend to forget is that for
our applicants the Commission's
referral - and even success in the
Court of Appeal - is just the
beginning. One moment they are
in the dock, the next they are faced
with the challenge of rebuilding
their lives.
Somewhere to live, some way of
navigating the unfamiliar
complexities of National Insurance
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numbers, driving licenses, bank
accounts and job applications,
some way of rebuilding shattered
relationships – these are all the
daunting tasks which this Support
Service helps them through.
Their problems are as much
psychological as material, and I’m
glad that one of my colleagues on
the Commission, Dr Jim
MacKeith, was able to help the
Service by chairing a meeting
which discussed the clinical needs
of miscarriage of justice victims.
For years, as prisoners they may
have never had to make a decision.
One man, freed after a period of
eight years, told us that one of the
hardest things he had to face, on
his release, was bedtime. Suddenly
he had to choose when to go to
bed, to choose when to turn off
the light, to choose whether to
leave the door open or closed,
before drifting into a sleep
haunted by the unfamiliar
uncertainty as to when he should
choose to wake up.
And some, clearly, are haunted by a
corrosive fury about the injustice
which they have suffered. Let us
hope that the practical and
psychological aftercare this Service
offers will repair - and perhaps even
prevent – that kind of damage.
At the Commission, we sometimes
get letters and Christmas cards
from our satisfied applicants.
Which is nice. But as one of my
colleagues says – what is really nice
is when the Christmas cards stop.
Because that shows that our
applicant is now getting on with
his or her life and has managed to
close the chapter on what has gone
before. I do hope that this Service
will mean fewer Christmas cards
for us in the future.
The Criminal Cases Review
Commission can be contacted at
Alpha Tower, Suffolk Street,
Queensway, Birmingham.
0121 633 1800 or www.ccrc.gov.uk

Support Service for
Foster Carers
The Fostering Support Service is run by
Debra Gibbs, an independent
foster care
consultant
based in
Hampshire.
Debra says
“to have a
complaint
made about
the standard
of your care, your behaviour or to
have an allegation of neglect or
physical, emotional, or sexual
abuse made against you is
terrifying and traumatic… It is
important foster carers know their
rights, have access to relevant
information, and that they are
supported, feel less alone and find
the help they need. Carers in this
situation are overwhelmed by the
speed of the investigation and the
very many accompanying
questions.”
The fostering support service aims
to be as supportive as possible by
explaining the processes, remaining
objective, and by providing
representation. They try to ensure
foster carers’ accounts of events
are well presented, and ensure the
placing authority or agency,
Secretary of State or the Protection
of Children Act Tribunal uphold
their right to be heard, and judge
accordingly.
Further details, including likely
costs involved, are available from
Debra Gibbs.,
Fostering Support Service
The Old Chapel
Stroud
Petersfield
Hants GU32 3PD
01730 231603
support@fosteringsupport.co.uk
www.fosteringsupport.co.uk
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In My Opinion ... By George Williamson

ideology developed from a quasimarxist analysis, which recast the
class war as a gender war, where
women and children replaced the
workers as the victims, and men in
general replaced the rich capitalists as
the oppressors.

Victim politics has been taken up
by both the liberal and
authoritarian left, of which social
workers are prime examples within
both camps. Much of the male
traditional left, being wedded to the
‘worker-victim’ ethos of trade
unionism, has bought into the new
victimhood as well. In the postindustrial world, they sense
opportunities for men (alongside
women) to be victims in other
ways, for example on health and
risk matters and job safety and
insurance problems. Any stress or
strain, however normal, is
‘medicalised’ and often defined as a
‘trauma’ or ‘mental disorder’. With
the coming of counselling for any
perceived ill, taking offence over
anything that offends and seeking
compensation for the most minor
mishap, an insidious custom of
emotional blackmail and complaint
has replaced political and social
ways of dealing with problems and
issues.

The funding, in recent years, of Zero
Tolerance Campaigns, run by
Womens Committees in some Local
Authorities, accusing the
testosterone-afflicted of being
widespread abusers of children, is an
example of the anti-patriarchy creed
in action. As is the government’s
current multi-million pound funding
of many rape crisis groups and
‘victim’ and ‘survivor’ groups run by
women. As are the recent strictures
to men that they must get consent
from an inebriated woman before
having sex with her. As is a large part
of the Scottish Executive’s child
protection strategy based on the
work of Sarah Nelson, which is
premised by her particular radical
feminist views. Her prescription is
prevention based on the extremes of
precaution, premised by her flawed
belief in an epidemic of child sexual
abuse, and prompted by a seeming
wish to punish men for their historic
patriarchal role.

This left’s idea of a society of
victims in need of therapeutic
intervention, which emanates
mainly from womens’ health
politics, has been taken up
enthusiastically across government
and opposition. Yet, if the
casualties are victims of false abuse
allegations, they are less than
welcome, and much of the political
and union movement is lukewarm
to their plight. Journalists such as
the marxist, the late Paul Foot, and
left-inclined, Christian Wolmar,
showed appalling prejudices in
relation to accused care home
workers, when writing on the
subject. Green political activists,
who inhabit the left’s world of
victim and ‘rights’ politics, exhibit
little awareness that untrue
accusations of child abuse, arising
from these politics, are causing
injustices. The hard left, for whom
the imagined coming workers’
revolution will solve everything and

Political attitudes towards child abuse

The ideology
By far the vast majority of children
are brought up in a family home, and
not in care. So there is nothing
controversial or surprising about the
assertion that for most children who
suffer abuse, it occurs in a family
rather than care home setting. What
is preposterous is the claim by some
child protection campaigners that
just about every family home
contains an abuser or potential
abuser. The number of abusers is not
known but that does not prevent
these zealous advocates producing
dubious statistics to heighten the
panic over abuse.
There are certain viewpoints, about
men-as-congenital-abusers, within
the feminist outlook on patriarchal
child abuse, promoted by a number
of gender warriors; some of them
former marxists like Beatrix
Campbell. Although not always
apparent to society as a whole, the
ideology behind these views has had
considerable effect on the wider
sphere of women’s politics. This in
turn, is the conduit to influencing
broader political responses to
allegations of all forms of abuse
against women and children. This
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The left
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victims will disappear, shows little
interest in false allegation injustices,
being prepared to tolerate the child
abuse hysteria if that is what the
working class engages in.

The right
The right is not immune to
promoting its version of the victim
culture with the family as the casualty.
The conservative and libertarian right
are both coming from a perspective
of defending the traditional family
values and hence hatred of social
workers and other government
agencies, perceived as interfering. To
the traditionalist conservative, the
unwelcome ‘outsider’ (as against the
family member), in the form of the
social worker, care home worker,
single mother’s live-in partner, trendy
teacher, lesbian cohabitee and gay
priest, is seen as the personification of
child sexual abuse; almost as bad as
the child molester at the school gates
and the paedophile stalking the
streets. Richard Ingrams of The Oldie
has said that care homes, not the
family, are where child abuse takes
place. His fellow Private Eye colleague
Ian Hislop, a fellow civil libertarian
also with conservative tendencies, has
been convinced for years that massive
child abuse went on in care homes.

The liberal and fair-minded
Well-known liberal columnist,
Yasmin Alibhai-Brown, regularly
cautions against lumping the
innocent in with the guilty,
especially regarding the travails of
Asian Muslims, but has written that
the jailing of innocent people,
alongside the guilty, has to be the
price paid for the greater cause of
child protection. While Ian Jack, the
fair minded journalist now in charge
at Granta, in his role as the
Independent editor, had a considerable
effect on the devastating course of
events in the North Wales
Children’s Homes and elsewhere.
Appallingly, the executive of the
Scottish Human Rights Group,
Scotland’s equivalent of Liberty,
refused to accept that the plight of
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people falsely accused of child
sexual abuse should come within
their remit. Liberty is also
disinclined to be an enthusiastic
supporter of the fight against false
abuse allegations, as it is not
politically-correct enough for the
others it seeks to support and those
whose backing it wants.
Astonishingly, some groups
campaigning against wrongful
convictions of murder, robbery,
terrorist bombing and rape, take the
view, that those wrongly convicted
of child sexual abuse are unworthy
of support. For fear of undermining
their own campaigns, they often are
not prepared to believe the
assertions of innocence by those
falsely accused of child molestation.
Sadly, even among some of those
campaigning for people falsely
accused of child physical abuse or
child murder, there is a sense that
they fear tainting by association with
child sexual abuse cases; even
although they both share the same
causes of their misfortune.
Across the political spectrum,
principles of justice and democratic
liberties are readily jettisoned in the
panic over child protection. Those
falsely accused of paedophilia are put
beyond the pale of justice. A section
of the political class is engaged on an
outright attack on vast numbers of
people wrongly perceived as
potential child abusers. The
outrageous suggestions for vetting
unbelievable numbers of people,
before allowing them contact with
children, is evidence of that.
Meanwhile many protest groups of
all political shades – for example, the
zealots among the animal rights
movement - are not averse to reviling
their opponents as paedophiles,
convinced that the moral force of
their cause justifies such heinous and
villainous action.

Conclusion
Given such prejudices among
authoritarians, libertarians, liberals
and campaigners of all political

persuasions, it is not surprising that
the investigative and prosecution
agencies, with their illiberal political
mindset, are chasing the abusing
bogeymen of the imagination of
both the left and right. Thankfully,
however, there are liberals,
leftwingers and conservatives and
people from all political parties and
none, who are actively concerned
with the consequences arising from
false accusations of child sexual
abuse and the actions of the police
and others who investigate them.
They should begin by looking at
the Home Office’s, the
Department of Health’s, the Welsh
Assembly’s and the Scottish
Executive’s use of child protection
ideologues, with disturbing views
on child abuse, as officers and
advisers, which exemplifies
politicians’ uncritical support for
victim politics. They seem to be
blissfully unaware that the ‘victim’
atmosphere that has been created
has led to the emergence of a
considerable undercurrent of
people, many of them with deeply
disaffected attitudes, often with a
criminal bent and without an iota
of political decency or respect, who
are prepared to exploit the
situation.
These reprehensible individuals can
operate with impunity in personal
and joint mini-conspiracies, intent
on seeking revenge for a real or
imagined ill, with or without
compensation, by making false
allegations of child abuse. With the
current political zeitgeist in their
favour, society is willing to believe
them, criminal proceedings are
easily resorted to and insurance
companies and government
agencies pay up with little
questioning. While the investigating
and prosecution authorities, victim
support groups, lawyers and juries
are taken in by their conspiracies.
The political classes have a lot to
answer for!
Page 7

…continued from page 1.

ludicrous. He had taught hundreds
of youngsters over the years, but
none had ever made any complaints
against him - apart from the girl
who became his accuser in Court.”

criminal justice system but after the
appeal judgement he was clearly
crushed." Mr Swift attacked the
Government's new plans to make it
easier to secure rape convictions.
Molly said: “Darryl had a great
He said: “Mr Gee's case is why the
faith both in God and the British
Government should not be seeking
judicial system. He was always
to make it more difficult for
convinced he would be cleared,
innocent defendants to have to
but when a second appeal was
prove their innocence.” He said
rejected in July 2002 it finished
that since the 1980’s the law had
him. I don't want
allowed this kind
this to happen to
…I'll have to ring
of case to go ahead
anyone else,” she
- even when it was
said. “No man
off now because
just the victim's
should be jailed
I'm going to cry…
word against that
for an offence
of the accused.
such as this on
uncorroborated
Terry Clancy, of the
evidence. This is not compatible
C.C.R.C "This was a difficult and
with being guilty beyond
distressing case for everyone. The
reasonable doubt and there are
help the commission received from
other men in prison who have
the various individuals and agencies
been falsely accused. I'm a very
involved was crucial in allowing us
angry lady - and will be until I die.”
to carry out a thorough and
independent review of the
convictions.” "I would also like to
say how personally impressed I have
been by the patient and quiet dignity
exhibited by Mrs Gee throughout
this traumatic process. It was a
terrible, tragic miscarriage of justice.”
Describing the last seven years as a
nightmare, Molly says she is
convinced her disabled son Darryl's
wrongful conviction for rape cost
him his life and led to her husband's
death - but she has been determined
to get justice. I lost my only son and
my husband. "It's been terrible,
absolutely appalling."
“Darryl’s initial trial was an absolute
farce. There was no corroborating
evidence. It was just her word
against Darryl's. The offences are
supposed to have happened at a
Huddersfield school when Darryl
was a music teacher. His accuser
was aged 10 or 11 at the time,” Mrs
Gee said. “The 25-minute lessons
were held at 9.30 in the morning, in
an unlocked classroom or a staff
room; anyone could have walked in
at any time. The allegations were
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“

Speaking on behalf of F.A.C.T.
Rory O’Brien said he was delighted
to hear the good news. “Molly has
been an inspiration to us all. It’s
very sad that it’s taken so long to
clear Darryl’s good name and
frightening to think that for so
long he was denied justice.”

Data Protection Act 1998
Members and supporters are asked
to note that we maintain a manual
and computer-based database
containing names, addresses, date
or year of joining/association,
occupation, contact details
including phone number, and
email address.
Access is limited to those holding
office within F.A.C.T. Information
will not be passed on to third
parties. Under Section 33(2) of the
Data Protection Act (1998)
registration of this database is not
required. Anyone wishing to have
access to information held in
respect of themselves, or wishing
to have it removed, should contact
the secretary.

Get Well Soon
We are delighted that Kath
Brizzalari’s mum, Joan, is now
out of hospital and back home
again after a worrying spell in
hospital. You had us all very
worried Joan but we’re glad you
are back to telephone answering
duties! Our thoughts were with
you and and with Kath and Brizz.
We are also pleased to hear that
George Jensen is on the mend!
George had a triple heart bypass at
Broad Green Cardiac Unit and
was in Intensive Care for about
five weeks. During the first seven
or eight days he was kept in a deep
‘sleep’ state.
George said he is full of
admiration for the care he
received. “The staff were superb
and nothing too much trouble: in
fact they sometimes knew what I
needed before I did. I spent two
weeks in their cardiac ward and
then was transferred to Glan
Clwyd. I arrived there at 11:30pm
after waiting all day for an
ambulance, quite a contrast to
when I went the other way, I had
blue lights and sirens then. I had
been at Glan Clwyd for four days
when I was diagnosed as having
pneumonia!”
George has now been home for
four weeks but for the past two
weeks has had an abscess on the
operation scar on his chest. It has
been lanced twice, the first time
with the benefit of a local
anaesthetic, though the second
time they thought they would
economise and he could manage
without such luxuries! However he
is on the road to recovery, a bit
weak and feeble and short of
breath but otherwise making
reasonable progress.
George and his wife Iris have asked
us to pass on their best wishes and
sincere thanks for the kind wishes
and support they have received
throughout George’s illness.
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Regional & National News
F.A.C.T.’S two main regional groups
on Merseyside and in North Wales
have an active and committed
membership and meet regularly. If
you would like to know more and live
or work (now or in the past) as a carer
or teacher in these areas, contact
N. Wales: Gwen on 01978 781220
or gwen@factuk.org
Merseyside: Gail on 0151
5127870 or gail@factuk.org

North Wales
The past few months have been
taken up with a campaign to highlight concerns expressed by the N.
E. Wales coroner into the death of
David Baines. This has required
much correspondence with Welsh
Assembly Ministers, Wrexham
County Borough Council and the
Chief Constables of N. Wales and
Durham Constabulary. They have
also been very active in raising the
issue of false allegations within
Church groups, particularly at the
Methodist Conference. Much work
has gone on behind the scenes to
raise the profile of this issue,
particularly important following
the publication of Time for Action
Report and the Church of England’s
recently revised child protection
policy - both of which are virtually
silent on the issue of false allegations. We call it ‘denial’!

North West
Members meet monthly and
meetings are lively. They also publish
a local newsletter and are busy fund
raising. One issue of concern was a
recent report in the the regional
press about teachers’ vulnerability to
false allegations. The article was very
favourable to F.A.C.T.’s point of
view but concluded by suggesting
that recent research by the DfES had
shown that 98% of the allegations
made by pupils against teachers had
some validity. Together with the
National Committee they challenged
this. The DfES have since informed
FACTION / May 2006

us that they are “unaware of the
research that the article refers to.
The only information published by
this Department on allegations is the
audit carried out by our Investigation
and Referral Support Coordinator
network [on www.teachernet.gov.uk]
but it certainly doesn't conclude that
in 98% of cases there was some
foundation to an allegation. I
wonder whether this is a possible
error by the newspaper. The only
other reference I've seen in relation
to the figure of 98% was in
comments by the NASUWT
secretary in Wales, Geraint Davies,
who in an article in 2004 referred to
the NASUWT’s own research and
stated ‘Our statistics show that 98%
of allegations against teachers are
totally unfounded with about 1.5%
of teachers found guilty’.”

South Wales
Local members, who recently
attended the launch of the Innocence
Project in Wales, based at Cardiff
Law School, were able to speak
with Sharma Chakrabarti, Director
of Liberty, and press them to do
more to champion the cause of
those falsely accused of child abuse.
Liberty’s response was disappointing
but we were pleased to hear that
they had had discussions with Claire
Curtis Thomas MP and were
planning to meet her again. We still
have a lot to do to get the mainstream civil libertarians on our side.

The Midlands
F.A.C.T. has an increasing number
of new members in the Midlands.
All we need is someone to take
responsibility for convening
meetings and that group could
become operational. Local groups
are essential to F.A.C.T., usually
meeting every 6 to 8 weeks. Groups
are encouraged to develop their own
programme. Meetings can provide a
good way of sharing information,
obtaining support and socialising.

National News
Routine work continues to grow.
Correspondence, networking,
referrals and maintaining the web
site take up considerable time. We
have been making arrangements
for the Spring conference and
establishing new arrangements for
FACTion. There has been concern
in the regions and elsewhere that
FACTion may not continue but
this is not so. We don’t see any
major changes to FACTion taking
place in the near future but the
interim arrangements do provide
an opportunity for you to have
your say about features you want
retained and those you do not. We
have had some very useful
suggestions from N. Wales and
Merseyside and are keen to hear
the views of F.A.C.T. members in
prison regarding style, content and
frequency of publication.
Other events include meeting a
researcher from Japan, supporting
two F.A.C.T. members at
employment tribunals, providing
direct support to a F.A.C.T.
member subject to disciplinary
process and undertaking an
independent review of a 100+
page report prepared by an
NSPCC Special Investigations
Unit which an employer
commissioned. This was
undertaken at the request of an
accused teacher and his Trades
Continued on page 10…
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…continued from page 9.
Union. As previously mentioned,
two committee members attended
the launch of the Royal Courts of
Justice Miscarriage of Justice
Support Group and had
discussions with Home Office
officials, High Court Judges,
journalists, other campaigners and
some high profile victims of
miscarriages of justice. We think
this is the first time F.A.C.T. has
been invited to such an event by
the Home Office. All those letters
that F.A.C.T. members and
supporters have sent to
Government bodies is beginning to
pay off. The officials we met knew
more about F.A.C.T. than we
realised.
Joy continues her regular letters to
prisoners. One F.A.C.T. member
was collected from prison. Gail
Saunders has been working behind
the scenes to help ensure that
Darryl Gee’s case gets positive
publicity and is currently working
with Molly Gee and the Times
Educational Supplement and the
Daily Mail who want to run a story.

DfES responds to
F.A.C.T.’s concern
F.A.C.T. has been very active in
recent months in drawing attention
to injustices caused by the various
lists of carers and teachers
considered unsuitable to work with
children. We recently received the
following letter from DfES:

We have recently written to every
MP regarding the debacle over
‘listing’ issues, attempting to put
F.A.C.T’s case for the need for a
more objective, evidential based
system of listing people considered
unsuitable to work with children.
We have also stressed the need to
provide independent representation
and a right of appeal. For some
weeks now we have been actively
campaigning about the injustice
suffered by innocent carers and
teachers who are further traumatised when they discover that the
false allegations made against them
are recorded on the Police National
Computer and in CRB checks.
George Williamson has been very
active in driving forward F.A.C.T.’s
lobbying campaign, ‘Operation
Release - the Right To Be Cleared’.
Had it not been for printing
difficulties much of George’s
lobbying material would have been
circulated earlier. We know this
has been a frustration for him.
Immediately following our next
committee meeting, the F.A.C.T.
Royal Commission sub group will

The Secretary of State may also review a
direction given:
on grounds of misconduct;
on grounds relating to a person’s
health;
or, in relation to taking part in the
management of an independent
school, on grounds relating to the
person’s professional incompetence

Thank you for your email dated 16
March informing this Department of the
voluntary organisation Falsely Accused
Carers and Teachers (F.A.C.T). I have
been asked to reply.

If she receives evidence of a material
change in the person’s circumstances since
the direction was made, and decides that
the original direction is no longer
appropriate.

You may be interested to learn that there is
already an appeals process in place. The
Secretary of State has the power to revoke
or vary a direction if she receives evidence
that she did not have at the time the
direction was made and is satisfied that the
original direction is no longer appropriate.

She may also revoke a direction made on
grounds of a person’s unsuitability to
work with children if they were subject to
a disqualification order, which has been
removed.
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In the case of those barred on the grounds
of being unsuitable to work with children,

meet to further develop its
strategy. The need for a Royal
Commission into miscarriages of
justice and investigative practice
in alleged child abuse cases grows
stronger each day. Recent
pronouncements by the Home
Secretary on the rights of falsely
accused or wrongly convicted
people to compensation only
serve to reinforce this point.
Plans are also being made to
lobby the Association of Chief
Police Officers (ACPO) when
they have their conference from
23rd to 25th May at the Excell
Centre in London. We shall ask
ACPO to support our campaign
for reform, in particular for extra
safe guards for innocent people
whose names appear on the
police national computer and in
CRB checks, and for the need for
a moratorium so that those who
wish retract their allegations are
not subject to criminal charges or
civil action. For further details
contact a F.A.C.T. committee
member or your regional rep.

if they consider they are no longer
unsuitable they may appeal to the Care
Standards Tribunal no sooner than 10
yrs after the issue of their direction and at
intervals of 10 yrs thereafter. The
Tribunal was established under the
Protection of Children Act 1999, and a
review (if granted) will be on grounds of a
material change in the circumstances of
the person concerned since the earlier
direction was given. The bar would only
fall to be reconsidered by the Secretary of
State if the conviction on which it was
based were quashed.
I hope this reassures you that systems are
already on place to allow individuals the
right to appeal against any direction that
is unjust.
Yours sincerely
Yvonne Meakin
Public Communications Unit
DfEStact info@dfes.gsi.gov.uk.
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Employment Tribunal
A Hertfordshire F.A.C.T. member
who cannot be named for legal
reasons has recently won his case at
an employment tribunal. The case
has been ongoing for some time
and was said to be unique. The
man concerned was suspended by
his employers following allegations
of inappropriate restraint and
sexual assault and subject to a
particularly aggressive disciplinary
process which his trade union
regarded as unwinnable. Somewhat
fortuitously, perhaps, his trade
union representative could not
attend the hearing so he was
represented at short notice by the
F.A.C.T. national secretary. After a
four day hearing the charges of
inappropriate restraint were
dropped when his representative
established that the practice
complained of represented best
practice and was recommended by
the Department of Health at the
time.
Further evidence was given that
two of the allegations of sexual
assault were time specific and could
not have been committed as
alleged, as the person could prove
he was not on duty at the time.
The third allegation was also found
to completely unreliable. The
disciplinary hearing agreed that the
allegations were not proven and he
was immediately reinstated.
However, in what seems to have
been a bizarre and somewhat
vindictive twist, the local
authority’s child protection
manager indicated that it was her
belief that the person was a risk to
children and effectively barred him
from working with children. An
application was made to POCAT
to list him as being unsuitable to
work with children but this was
also thrown out.
The man was asked to consider
redeployment but by this time had
become so unwell through the
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stress of it all that he was not in a
position to consider any offers
made. After 12 weeks he was
summarily dismissed.
An immediate claim for wrongful
dismissal and disability
discrimination was lodged. This
culminated in a four day hearing at
Bedford earlier this month. After a
tense and somewhat harrowing
case, judgement was reserved. On
the 13th April judgement was
handed down. The employers
were found to have wrongly
dismissed the staff member and to
have discriminated against him on
account of his disability. In
handing down the judgement the
chairman remarked on the
powerful submission made by
F.A.C.T. at the disciplinary hearing
and the correctness of the
approach taken.
A delighted F.A.C.T. member paid
tribute to work done on his behalf
and by his legal team. He and his
family are grateful for all the
support they have received from
F.A.C.T. members and in
particular from Robin Reeves and
Michael Barnes, who were both
present throughout the
employment tribunal. He said he
“felt very fortunate in that he was
one of the first people to benefit
from F.A.C.T.’s advice and
representation policy. Much of the
credit for such a positive result
must go to the national secretary.
He has doggedly pursued
Hertfordshire County Council and
was able to establish my innocence
from the start. He has worked
many hours on my case and
submitted hundreds of pages of
evidence in my defence. I am very
grateful to him, and to the
F.A.C.T. committee for allowing
him to represent me”.

Dear Editor…
I was most distressed by the Lost
With All Souls anonymous article in
last month’s FACTion. I myself am
also reaching retirement age. I’m still
on parole but will have to remain on
the Sex Offender’s List for life,
unless my appeal is granted. I’ve
been demonised and vilified in the
media – and deliberately
misunderstood (far more convenient
for the tabloid headlines).
I too happen to be innocent of the
convictions against me. But I
regard the past five years as some
of the best in my life and I look
forward to my remaining years
with great optimism. Yes, my eyes
have been opened to the appalling
behaviour of some people. To the
police conduct, legal and judicial
system, prison service, media
morals. But this gives me a million
chances to improve things for
other people.
To help, to change, to bring
attention to the extraordinary
anomalies. I was a pretty
successful 56 year old when this
world of madness asked me to join
it. I’d have paid ten million quid
for it not to have happened but,
now it has, I would refuse ten
million quid to reverse it. The
experience, knowledge and
wisdom gained have been
priceless.
So I would ask the anonymous
depressive to cheer up, make the
best of it and to start thinking of
others instead of himself. There’s a
great deal to be done and positive
thinking is vital.
Jonathan King, London W1
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Campaign on Behalf of Carers and Teachers Falsely
Accused or Wrongly Convicted of Child Abuse

On the F
.A.C.T. w
eb site
Here are some details about
information you can find on the
F.A.C.T. web site. During March
there are several news reports
relating to miscarriages of justice.
Perhaps the most striking is one
about a Council ordered to pay
half a million pounds to a couple
whose were falsely accused of
harming their daughter. The
Judge was scathing about social
services actions and accused the
team leader of making assertions
which were misleading,
incomplete or wrong.
There is a report of a newspaper
article which claims that over 40
falsely accused people in the UK
have committed suicide following
abuse investigations, and details of
an official report which says that
over 2,000 allegations of rape by
British forces in Kenya were
fabricated by “opportunist women
hoping to gain compensation”.
March was also the time when a
number of small but important
victories were gained. A UKIP
Parliamentary candidate was
awarded £10,000 libel damages
against a women who accused him
of being a sex offender, the libel
having taken place over the

internet. Another case concerns a
teacher accused of twice striking a
child with a ruler (but never
prosecuted) who took the Chief
Constable of West Midlands to
Court because he unlawfully took
her finger prints and DNA and
falsely imprisoned her. She won her
case and was awarded £250
damages and costs.

people accused of sexual assault.
In another news item the Florida
Altlantic University Police state
that some 3% to 8% of reports of
campus sexual assault turn out to
be false. On the other side of the
coin there is report of research in
America which indicates that 10%
of children allege sexual
misconduct by an educator.

There are several reports on Jim
Fairlie’s campaign in Scotland
against the author and publishers
of a booklet appropriately called
the Can of Worms which the
Scottish Parliament have
endorsed as representing best
practice when it comes to
investigating child sexual abuse.
This booklet however is rather
dated and contains some
worrying statements. Jim is to be
congratulated on bringing the
public’s attention to its dangers
and for taking the Scottish
Executive to task.

Closer to home there is an
account of a fork lift driving
instructor working for
Sainsbury’s, falsely accused of
rape. Although cleared and
exonerated by his employers,
Hertfordshire police opened an
investigation, after which the CPS
decided to prosecute. He was
later cleared and told by the Judge
there was no doubt of his
innocence in every sense of the
word and that he left the Court
without a stain on his character.

There are several items referring to
events abroad. These include
reference to an article in the
Washington Daily post about the
cost of errant justice in the USA in
which it is suggested that between
0.5 percent and 1.3 percent of
convictions in USA courts are
erroneous. This might sound like
small beer but when extrapolated
amounts to some 10,000 people,
including 174 who were convicted
of capital murder. If this isn’t
depressing enough the story is
followed by another article claiming
that US prisons are full of innocent

Elsewhere a Liverpool woman who
falsely accused a man of rape was
told she would have to face trial.
There is also a report of the
compensation scandal in which
miners who claimed compensation
for contracting industrial disease
were overcharged by lawyers
handling their case. The report is
not only critical of the solicitors
concerned but also the Law
Society for their poor response to
the problem. The news section
finishes with a review of a number
of recent policy statements by
Charles Clarke, the Home
Secretary. It seems we have a fight
on our hands!

F.A.C.T. Helpline 02920 777 499
The F.A.C.T. helpline is normally open from 9:30am to 12:30pm and 6:30pm to 9:30pm
Mondays to Fridays, and on occasional Saturday mornings. It is not open Bank holidays.
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